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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE  following  obfervations  on  Italy, 
and  on  Italian  manners,  occurred  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  Tour  in  which  thofe 
contained  in  a  book  lately  publifhed,  en- 
titled A  View  of  Society  and  Manners  in 
France^  Switzerlandy  and  Germany^  were 
made.     All  who  have  read  that  book  will 

« 

perceive,  at  firft  fight,  that  the  prefent 
work  is  a  continuation  of  the  former ;  but 
to  thofe  who  have  not,  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  account  for  the  abrupt  manner 
in  which  the  following  Letters  begin. 

LondoD, 
Pecembcr  149  1780. 
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In  Two  Volumes.    Price  lo  8.  in  Boards. 


■>— — PP" 


Z2 


CONTENTS 


OF   THE 


FIRST     VOLUME. 


LETTER    I.    p.  I. 
Journey  from  Vienna  to  Venice, 

LETTER    II.    p.  20. 

7be  arfenal. — The  Bucentaur, — Doge's  mar* 
riage. 

LETTER    III.    p.  27. 

The  ifland  of  Murano.'^Glafs  manufactory, 
•—Mr,  Montague, 

A3 


yi  CONTENTS. 


LETTER    IV.    p.  39. 

Situation  of  Venice.  —  Lagune,  —  Canals.-— 
Bridges. 

I 

LETTER    V.     p.  46. 

Piazzi  di  St.  Marco — Patriarchal  church. 
— Ducal  palace. —Broglio. 

LETTER    VL     p.  56. 

RefleSiions  excited  by  the  various  obje&s 
around  St.  Marli  s  fquare. — On  painting. 
— ^  connoijfcur. 

LETTER    VIL     p.  69. 

Origin  of  Venice. 

LETTER    VKL     p.  77. 

Various  chaiiges  in  the  form  of  government. 
— Tyrannical  conduit  of  a  Doge — Savage 
behaviour  of  the  people.  —  Commerce  of    , 
Venice. 


CONTENTS.  vii 


LETTER    IX.    p.  89. 

New   regulations.  — —  Foundation   of  the 
artftocracy.  —  Origin  of  the  ceremony  of 
efpoujing  the  Sea.  —  New  forms  of  ma^ 
gijiracy. 

LETTER    X.    p.  104. 
Henry  Dandolo. 


LETTER    XL    p.  114. 

New  courts — New  Magiftrates. — Reformat 
tion  of  the  Venetian  code. — T^he  form  of 
eledting  the  Doge. 

LETTER    XIL    p.  129. 

Artftocracy  ejiablijhed.  —  Confpiracies.—In-- 
furre£lions.  —  Ecclejiqftical  Inquifition.  ~ 
7*be  College^  or  Seigniory. 

A  4 


viu  CONTENTS. 


LETTER    XIII.    p.  144. 

ConJ^iracy  againft  the  State^  by  a  Doge.'^^ 
Singular  inftance  of  weaknefs  and  vanity 
in  a  noble  Venetian. — New  magiflrates  to 
prevent  luxury. -^Courtefans. 

LETTER    XIV.    p.  157. 

Rigour  of  Venetian  laws  exemplified  in  the 
cafes  of  Antonio  Venier^  Carlo  Zeno^  and 
young  Fofcari. 

LETTER    XV.     p.  171. 

The  Council  of  Ten^  and  the  State  In^ 
quijitors.  —  RefleSlions  on  tbefe  injlitu^ 
tions. 

LETTER    XVL    p.  187. 

League  of  Cambray.  —  War  with  Turks  — • 
Antonio  Bragadino.  —  Battle  of  Lepanto^ 
—  Di/putes  with  the  Pope. 


CONTENTS.  ix 

LETTER     XVIL    p,  201. 

Marquis  of  Bedamars  conJpiracy.^^Falfc 
accufations. — The  ftege  of  Gandla. — The 
impatience  of  a  Turkijh  Emperor. — Con^ 
clujion  of  the  review  of  the  Venetian  Go^ 
vernment. 


LETTER     XVIIL    p.2i5. 

Venetian    manners. — Opera.^^-^AffeElation^^ 
A  Duo. — Dancers. 


LETTER    XIX.    p.  227. 

No  military  ejlablijldment  at  Venice. — What 
fupplies  its  place. 

LETTER     XX.    p.  232. 

RefleElions  on  the  nature  of  Venetian  Govern^ 
ment.^^ondoleers. — Citizens. — T^be  Vene^ 
tianfubjeSls  on  the  Terra  Fir  ma. 


CONTENTS. 


LETTER     XXL    p.  240. 

Gallantry. — Cq/Jinos. 

LETTER    XXIL    p.  249. 

Cbarailer  of  Venetians. — Cufloms  and  ufagcs. 
-^Influence  offajhion  in  matters  oftq/le.— 
Prejudice. '-^Tbe  excellence  of  Italian 
comic  aSlors. 

LETTER    XXIIL    p.  262. 

Departure  from  Venice. — Padua.^^St.  An-^ 
tbony^  bis  tomb  and  miracles. 

LETTER    XXIV.    p.  270. 

Cburcb  of  St.  Jujina.—Tbe  bodies  of  St. 
Matthew  and  St.  Luke. — Tbe'univerftty. 
"^Beggars. 

LETTER    XXV.     p.  275. 

I'be  antiquity  of  Padua^—Ube  Brent  a. -^ 
Hbe  Po.-^Tbe  Tbames. 


CONTENTS,  xi 


LETTER    XXVI.    p.  285. 

Ferrara. — The  Family  of  EJie. — Arlojlo. — 
TCbe  Emperor  and  bis  brothers  lodge  at  an 
inn^  which  overfets  the  underjlanding  of 
the  landlord. — An  infcription.    , 

LETTER     XXVIL    p.  293. 

Bologna. — Its  government^    commerce^  pa^ 
laces. 


LETTER     XXVIIL    p.  302, 

T^be  academy  of  arts  and  fciences .^^Churcb 
of  St.  Petronius.^^Dominican  convent. -^ 
Palaces. ^^RapbaeL — Guido. 

LETTER     XXIX.    p.  314. 

Journey  from  Bologna  to  Ancona.-^ 
The  Rubicon. — Julius  Cafar. — Pefaro.^^ 
Fano. ^Claudius  Nero. — AfdrubaL — Scne-- 
galia. 


ui  CONTENT  a 


LETTER    XXX.    p.  325. 

Ancona. — T^be  influence  of  commerce  on  the 
cbaraQers  of  mankind. — The  MoU.^^Tbe 
triumphal  arch  of  the  Emperor  Trajan^ 

LETTER    XXXL    p.  ^^s^ 
Jj>rello.^^Hiflory  of  the  Cafa  Santa. 

LETTER    XXXII.    p.  342- 

Defcription  of  the  facred  chapel. — The 
treafury. 

LETTER    XXXIIL   p.  354. 

Pilgrimages  to  Loretto. — ManufaStures.-^ 
Confejponals. — Baffo  relievos. — Zeal  of 
pilgrims.-^  Iron  grates  before  the  chapels.^^ 
'^RefleSiionSm 

LETTER    XXXIV.    p.  364. 

Tolentino. — The  Apennines. ^-^ A  hermit.''^ 
Umbria.  ^^Spoletto. 


CONTENTS.  xiii 

LETTER    XXXV.    p.  373. 

T^rm. — Nami. — O/rivolL-^Civka     Cq/iei'* 
lana.'^Campania  of  Rome. 

LETTER    XXXVL    p. 382. 

Rome. — Converfa%ionis. — Cardinal  Bernis. 
--^Tbe  dijirefs  of  an  Italian  lady. 

LETTER    XXXVII.    p.  391. 

Remarks  on  ancient  and  modern  Rome. — I'be 
church  of  St.  Peters. 

LETTER    XXXVIIL    p.  406. 

The  ceremony  of  the  Pojfejfo. 

LETTER     XXXIX.   p.  415. 
Pantheon. — CoUfeum. — Gladiators. 

LETTER    XL.    p.  434* 

J^he     Campidoglio.'— Forum     Romanum.^^ 
Jews. 


xiv  CONTENTS. 


LETTER    XLI.     p.  444. 

Ruins.— 'Via  Sacra. — Tarpeian  Rock. — Cam'' 
pus  Martius.— Various  Forums. — Trajan  s 
Column. 

LETTER     XLIL    p.  454- 
The  beatification  of  a  Saint. 

LETTER    XLIIL    p.  461. 

CharaEler  of  modern  Italians. — Obfervations 
on  human  nature  in  general. — An  EngUJlj 
Officer. — Caufe  of  the  frequency  of  the 
crime  of  murder. 

LETTER    XLIV.    p.  476. 

Different  kinds  of  punijljment.^^ Account  of 
an  Execution.--  Souls  in  purgatory. 

LETTER    XLV.     p.  489. 

The  ufual  courfe  with  an  antiquarian. — An 
expeditious  courfe^  by  a  young  Englijhman^ 
— The  Villa  Borgbefe. 


CONTENTS.  XV 


LETTER    XLVL    p.  508. 

The  morning  Jludy  of  an  artift. — Converfa^ 
tion  with  him  on  that  fubjeSl. — jin 
Italian  Lady  and  her  Confeffor. — The 
Lady^s  religious  fcruples  aud  precau^ 
fion. 


A    VIEW 


:X  *X*XiX*Xi<v^>X  *X-i!t-XXX)XX?i 


V      I      E      W 

r 

SOCIETY    AKD    MANNERS 

I  N 

I     T     A     L     Y. 


L  E  T  T  E*R     L 


DEAR   SIR, 


Venice. 


3et5:^)8(AVfNG  left  Vienna,  we  proceed- 

}ij^    TT     )^ 

5^  "  ^  ed  through  the  Duchies  of  Stiriai 
Mf'ftM  Carinthiia,  and  Carniola,  to  Venice* 
Notwithilanding  the  mountainous  nature 
of  thofe  countries,  the  roads  are  remarkably 
good.  They  were  formed  originally  at  a 
vaft  expence  of  labour  to  the  inhabitants, 
but  in.  fuch  a  durable  manner,  that  it  re- 
VoL.  L  B  quires 
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quires  no  great  trouble  to  keep  them  in 
repair,  to  which  all  neceflary  attention 
feems  to  be  paid.  Some  of  the  mountains 
are  covered  with  wood,  but  more  generally 
they  are-  quite  bare.  Among  them  are 
many  fields  and  vallies,  fit  for  pafturage  and 
the  cultivation  of  grain ;  a  few  of  theie 
Tallies  are  remarkably  fertile,  particularly 
in  the  Duchy  of  Carniola.  The  bowels  of 
the  earth  abound  in  lead,  copper,  and 
iron.  Stirian  fteel  is  reckoned  excellent; 
and  the  little  town  of  Idra,  in  Carniola,  is 
famous  for  the  quickfilver  mines  in  ita 
neighbourhood. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  controverfy 
among  the  learned  (for  the  learned  difpute 
about  many  things  which  the  ignorant 
think  of  little  importance),  by  what  road 
the  original  inhabitants  came,  who  firft 
peopled  Italy  ?  And  it  has  been  decided  by 
fome,  that  they  mull  have  entered  by  this 
very  country  of  Carniola.  Thefc  gentle^ 
7  men 
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men  lay  it  down  as  an  axiom,  that  the 
firft  inhabitants  of  every  country  in  the 
world,  that  is  not  an  ifland,  muft  have 
come  by  land,  and  not  by  fea,  on  account 
of  the  ignorance  of  the  early  inhabitants 
of  the  earth  in  the  art  of  navigation ;  but 
Italy  being  a  penihfula,  the  only  way  to 
enter  it  by  land,  is  at  fome  part  of  the 
ifthmus  by  which  it  is  joined  to  the  reft 
of  Europe.  The  Alps  form  great  part  of 
that  ifthmus,  and,  in  the  early  ages,  would 
exclude  ftrangers  as  efiedually  as  the  fea. 
The  eafieft,  fhorteft,  and  only  poflible  way 
of  avoiding  feas  and  mountains,  in  enter- 
ing Italy,  is  by  the  Duchy  of  Carniola 
and  Friuli.  Ergo^  they  came  that  way. 
Q^E.  D. 

In  contradidion  to  the  preceding  de- 
monftration,  others  affen,  that  the  firft  in« 
habitants  came  in  fliips  from  Greece  ;  and 
ethers  have  had  the  boldnefs  to  affirm,  that 
Italy  had  as  good  a  right  as  any  other 

B  2  country 
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country  to  have  inhabitants  of  its  own 
original  produdion,  without  being  obliged 
to  any  vagrants  whatever. 

I  thought  it  right  to  give  you  the 
opinion  of  the  learned  on  this  country, 
becaufe  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  defcribe  it 
from  my  own  obfervation ;  for  we  pafTed 
through  thofe  Duchies  with  a  rapidity 
which  baffles  all  defcription. 

The  inns  are  as  bad,  as  the  roads  are 
good ;  for  which  reafon  we  chofe  to  fleep 
on  the  latter,  rather  than  in  the  former ; 
and  actually  travelled  five  days  and  nights,' 
without  flopping  any  longer  than  was 
neceffary  to  change  horfes. 

This  method  of  travelling,  however 
agreeable  and  improving  it  may  be  in  other 
refpedls,  is  by  no  means  calculated  to  give 
one  the  moft  perfect  and  lafting  idea  of 
the  face  of  a  country,  or  of  the  manners 

6  and 
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and  characters  of  the  inhabitants;  and 
therefore  I  hope  you  will  not  infift  upon 
an  exa(3:  account  of  either. 

Among  other  curiofities,  which  pur  un- 
interrupted and  expeditions  mo vetnent.  pre- 
vented us  from  obferving  with  due  atten-? 
tion,  was  the  town  of  Gratz,- the -capital 
of  Stiria,  through  which  we  Unfortunately 
paffed  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 

I  did  not  regret  this  on  account  of  the 
regularity  of  the  ftreets,  the  venerable 
afpe(3:  of  the  churches,  the  fublime  fite  of 
the  caflle,  and  other  things  which  we  had 
heard  extolled  ;  but  folely  becaufe  we  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  the  fhrine 
of  St.  Allan,  a  native  of  England,  who 
formerly  was  a  Dominican  Monk  of  a 
convent  in  this  town,  and  in  high  favour 
with  the  Virgin  Mary,  of  which  fhe  gave 
him  fome  proofs  as  ftrong  as  they  were 
extraordinary.      Among    other   marks   of 

B  3  her 


6  VIEW    OF    SOCIETY   AND 

her  regard,  {he  ufed  to  comfort  him  with 
milk  from  her  breads.  This,  to  be  furc,  is 
a  mark  of  affedion  feldom  bellowed  upoa 
favourites  above  a  year  old,  and  will,  I 
dare  fay,  furprife  you  a  good  deal.  There 
is  no  great  danger,  however,  that  an  ex- 
ample of  this  kind  flxould  fpread  among 
virgins.  Of  the  fadt,  in  the  prefent  inftancCt 
there  can  be  no  doubt ;  for  it  is  recorded  ia 
an  infcription  underneath  a  portrait  of  the 
Saint,  which  is  carefully  preferved  in  the 
Dominican  convent  of  this  city.  We 
continued  our  journey,  in  the  full  refolutioa 
of  reaching  Venice  before  we  indulged  in 
any  other  bed  than  the  poft-chaife ;  hut 
were  obliged  to  flop  fhort  on  a  fudden,  for 
want  of  horfes,  at  a  fmall  town  called 
Wipach,  bordering  on  the  county  of  Go- 
ritia,  in  Carniola. 

Before  fetting  out  from  Vienna,  we  had 
been  informed,  that  the  Archduke  and  his 
Princefs  were  about  to  return  to  Milan; 

for 
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for  which  reafon  we  thought  it  advifable 
to  remain  at  Vienna  eight  days  after  theit 
departure,  to  avoid  the  inconveniencies 
which  might  arife  from  a  deficiency  of  poft- 
horfes  on  fuch  an  unfrequented  road. 

Having  taken  our  meafures  with  fo  much 
forefight,  we  little  expected,  when  we  ac- 
tually did  fet  out,  to  meet  with  any  delay 
in  our  progreft. 

The  Archduke  and  his  Duchefs,  how- 
ever, had  thought  proper  to  go  out  of  the 
direft  road  as  far  as  Triefte,  to  view  the 
late  improvements  of  that  town,  whofe 
commerce  is  greatly  encouraged  and  pro- 
tected by  the  Emperor;  and  remaining 
there  a  few  days,  all  the  poft-horfes  which 
had  been  aflembled  to  carry  them  to 
Triefte,  were  kept  in  thepoft-houfes  for 
their  ufe  j  confequently  we  found  none  at 
Wipach.  It  began  to  grow  dark  when  we 
arrived  j  the  Poft^mafter  was  fmoking  his 

B  4  pipe 


8  VIEW   OF    SOCIETY   AND 

pipe  at  the  door.  As  foon  as  the  chaiic 
flopped,  we  called  him  to  get  ready  the 
horfes  without  lofs  of  time ;  for,  I  added, 
with  a  tone  of  importance,  that  we  could 
not  poflibly  ftay  a  moment.  To  this  he 
replied  coolly,  that  fmce  we  were  in  fo 
very  great  a  hurry,  he  fhould  not  atten>pt 
to  detain  us,  but  that  he  had  no  horfes  to 
carry  us  on.  I  alked  how  foon  they  could 
be  got.  He  anfwered,  when  they  returned 
from  attending  the  Archduke ;  but  whether 
that  would  be  the  next  day,  the  follpwing, 
or  a  day  or  twp  after,  he  could  not  tell. 

It  appeared  a  great  hardship  to  be  flopped 
fhort,  fo  unexpededly,  at  a  little  paltry 
inn,  and  we  agreed  that  nothing  could 
have  happened  more  unfortunately.  After 
a  few  hafty  ejaculations,  which  regarded 
the  pofling  eftablifhment,  and  the  Lords  of 
Police  of  this  country,  ,we  refolved  to  make 
a  virtue  of  neceflity,  and  bear:Our  misfor- 
tunes with  firmnefs  and  equanimity. 

As 
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As  we  ftepped  out  of  the  chaife,  I  ordered 
the  Poft-mafter,  therefore,  to  get  ready  beds, 
a  good  fupper,  and  fome  of  his  beft  wine.  ' 
Inftead  of  receiving  thefe  injunctions  with 
marks  of  fatisfadion,  as  I  expeded,  he 
anfwered  without  emotion,  that  he  had  no 
wine  but  for  his  own  drinking ;  that  he  never 
gave  i^ppers  to  any  but  his  own  family ; 
and  that  he  had  no  bed,  except  that  which 
he  himfelf,  his  wife,  and  his  child,  occu- 
pied, which  could  not  eafily  hold  any  more 
than  them  three  at  a  time. 

I  had  not  hitherto  perceived  that  this 
man's  houfe  was  not  an  inn :  as  foon  as  I 
was  undeceived,  I  begged  he  would  inform 
us  where  the  inn  was.  He  pointed  with 
his  pipe  to  ^  fmall  houfe  on  the  oppofitc 

% 

fide  of  the  ftreet. 
.-  •  •    ' 

There  we  were  told,  that  all  the  viduals 
in  the  houfe  were  already  devoured — three 
.or  four  guefts  wpre  in  every  Ipare  room— - 

the 
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the  famUy  going  to  bed — ^and  they  could 
not  poffibly  receive  any  more  company.  Wc 
had  nearly  the  fame  account  at  another 
little  inn,  and  an  abfolute  refufal  at  everf 
houfe  where  we  fued  for  admittance. 

The  town  of  Wipach  is  fo  near  Goritia^ 
that  no  travellers,  except  thofe  of  the 
meaneft  kind,  ever  think  of  flopping  at  the 
former,  and  therefore  the  inhabitants  have 
no  idea  of  making  preparations  for  other 
guefis. 

In  this  dilemma  I  returned  to  our  Poft- 
mafler,  who  was  ftill  fmoking  his  pipe 
before  the  door.  I  informed  him  of  our 
bad  fuccefs,  anc^  in  a  more  foothing  tone  of 
voice  than  that  in  which  I  had  formerly 
addrefled  him,  begged  to  know  how  we 
were  to  difpofe  of  ourfelves  that  night.  He 
replied,  .with  admirable  compofure,  that 
was  more  than  he  could  tell ;  but  as  the 
horfes  were  expe^ed  ia  a  few  days,  if  I 

^ould 
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fliould  fend  him  word  where  we  were  to  be 
found,  he  would  take  care  to  let  us  know 
the  moment  they  (hould  be  ready :  in  the 
mean  time,  as  it  began  to  rain,  and  the 
evening  was  exceedingly  cold,  he  wiflied  us 
a  very  good  night.  So  faying,  he  went 
into  the  houfe,  Ihutting  and  bolting  the 
door  very  carefully  after  him. 

No  philofopher,  ancient  or  modern,  ever 
fupported  the  diftrefles  of  others  with  more 
equanimity  than  this  man. 

"VVe  were  now  fully  convinced,  that  to 
be  under  the  neceflity  of  remaining  all  night 
at  an  inn,  when  they  incline  to  proceed  on 
their  journey,  is  not  the  moft  unfortunate 
thing  that  can  befal  travellers,  and  would 
have  now  been  happy  in  that  fituation  which 
we  had  confidered  with  horror  an  hour  or 
two  before. 

In  this  forlorn  condition  I  turned  to  an 
Italian  fervant  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's, 

a  fhrewd 
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a  flircwd  fellow,  who  fcldom  wanted  a 
refource  in  times  of  difficulty.  He  feemed, 
however,  a  little  nonplufled  on  the  prefent 
emergency  j  he  flood  fhrugging  his  fhoul*^ 
ders,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground. 
At  length,  flarting  as  if  he  had  that  inflant 
awaked,  he  muttered,  "  Cent  ore  di  mani- 
conia  non  pangano  un  quattrino  di  debito*," 
and  then  walked  away  with  an  air  not  to- 
tally devoid  of  hope. 

I  attended  him,  without  knowing  upon 
what  his  expedations  were  founded.  We 
came  to  a  convent  of  Monks,  and  got  admit* 
tance ;  the  Italian  called  for  the  Superior, 
and  told  him,  in  a  few  words,  our  con- 
dition. The  venerable  old  man  heard  him 
with  an  air  of  benevolence ;  he  expreffed 
forrow  at  the  treatment  we  had  received, 
and,  defiring  me  to  accompany  him,  faid^ 
ha  would  endeavour  to  find  us  lodgings. 

•  *  An  hundred  hours  of  yezation  will  not  pay  one  far- 
thing  of  debt. 

He 
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He  conduced  us  to  a  poor  looking  houfe, 
occupied  by  a  widow  and  her  children. 
As  foon  as  the  good  Monk  had  mentioned 
our  cafe,  fhc  faid  we  ihould  be  moft  wel- 
come to  fuch  entertainment  as  fhe  could 
afford.  We  had  an  excellent  fupper  of 
four  krout,  and  fallad.  I  fhall  never  forget 
it.  I  found  her  wine  excellent,  and  her 
beds  delightful ;  the  good  Monk  feemed  to 
enjoy  the  fatisfadtion  we  expreffed,  and 
pofitively  refufed  to  accept  of  any  other 
recompence  for  his  trouble. 

Had  we  found  the  moft  elegant  inn,  and 
the  moft  luxurious  fupper  at  our  arrival, 
we  might  poflibly  have  fpent  the  evening 
in  repining  at  being  difappointed  in  poft- 
horfes;  but  the  dread  of  fo  fmall  a  mif^ 
fortune  as  paffing  the  night  fupperlefs  ia 
the  ftreets,  reconciled  us  at  once  to  the 
widow's  hovel,  and  made  us  happy  with 
her  homely  fare ;  fo  neceflary  is  a  certain 
portion    of  hardftiips    or    difficulties   for 

giving 
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giving  a  zcft  to  enjoyment.  Without  them, 
the  comforts  of  life  are  apt  to  become  in- 
lipid ;  and  we  fee  that  the  people  who, 
independent  of  any  effort  of  their  own, 
have  every  enjoyment  at  their  command^ 
are,  perhaps,  of  all  mankind,  thofe  who 
have  the  leaft  enjoyment. 

The  widow,  as  we  underftood  in  the 
morning,  had  fat  up  all  night  with  her 
family,  that  we  might  be  accommodated 
with  beds.  She  had  no  reafon  to  repent 
her  hofpitality.  The  poor  woman's  grati- 
tude made  her  talk  loudly  of  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton's  generofity;  which  coming  to 
the  ears  of  the  Poft-mafter,  induced  him  to 
make  an  effort  to  get  the  chaifes  dragged 
on  to  Goritia,  without  waiting  the  return 
of  the  pofl-horfes. 

This  was  performed  by  three  cart-horfes 
and  two  oxen,  which  were  relieved  in  the 
moft  mountainous  part  of  the  road  by 
bufialos.     There  is  a  breed  of  thefe  animals 

in 
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la  this  country;  they  are  ftrong,  hardy, 
and  docile,  and  found  preferable  to  either 
horfes  or  oxen,  for  ploughing  in  a  roiigU 
and  hilly  country. 

When  wc  arrived  at  Goritia,  we  foundr 
the  inhabitants  in  their  holiday  dreiles,  at 
the  windows,  and  in  the  flreets,  waiting 
with  impatience  for  a  fight  of  the  Grand 
Duke  and  Duchefs.  Having  applied  at  the 
poft-houfe  for  horfes,  we  were  informed 
that  none  could  be  granted,  all  being 
retained  for  the  accommodation  of  his 
Highnefs.  I  could  not  help  remarking  to 
the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  that  Dukes  feemed 
to  be  in  a  very  different  predicament  from 
Prophets^  in  their  own  countries. 

Things  turned  out  better  than  we  had 
reafon  to  expert.  Their  Highneffes  arrived 
in  the  evening ;  and  as  they  did  not  pro- 
pofe  to  leave  Goritia  till  next  morning,  the 
Archduke  had  the  politenefs  to  give  orders 

that 
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that  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  fhould  have 
i^hat  horfes  he  wanted  from  the  poft-« 
houfes. 

.  We  fet  out  immediately,  and  arrived  at 
the  next  ftage  between  one  and  two  in  the 
morning.  Iiifthat  part  of  the  world,  rai- 
jTmg  the  people  at  midnight,  and  harnefling 
the  horfes  for  two  earriages,  takes  up,  at 
leaft,  as  much  time  as  driving  two  ftages 
in  fome  parts  of  England.  Jufl  as  we 
were  going  out  of  the  poftWioufe  courts 
the  Archduke's  butler  and  cook  arrived ; 
they  were  going  forward,  as  ufual,  to 
prepare  fiipper,  &c.  at  the  inn  where 
their  Highnefles  intended  to  lie.  They 
knew  that  the  horfes  were  all  retained 
for  their  mafter,  but  had  not  heard  of  the 
particular  order  in  our  favour.  See- 
ing ten  horfes  going  to  fet  out,  they 
exclaimed  againft  the  Poft-mafter,  and 
threatened  him  with  the  vengeance  of  the 
whole   houfe    of  Auftria   through  all  its 

branches, 
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tranches,  if  he  fliould  permit  a  fmgle  horfe 
to  leave  the  poft-houfe  till  the  Archduke 
and  his  fuit  had  pafTed* 

The  man,  terrified  with  thiefe  threats, 
ordered   the  poililions   to  difmount,    and 

«  

put  up  the  horfesi  This  mandate  was 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton  j  and  the  Poft-mafter's  fear  of 
the  indignation  of  the  Imperial  family,  was 
that  inftant  loft  in  a  danger  which  was 
prefented  to  his  face,  and  more  immediately 
threatened  his  perfon  he  ordered  the 
poftilions  to  drive  oii* 

The  next  poft  was  at  a  fmall  town  in 
the  Venetian  State,  where  we  found  that 
orders  had  come  from  Venice  to  the  famfe 
effedk  with  thofe  received  at  the  differ^ 
ent  ftages  we  had  already  pafled.  The 
Italian  fervant  thought  it  would  fave 
time  to  make  us  pafs  for  part  of  the 
company  to  which  thefe  orders  related—* 

Vol.  I.  G  he 
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he  ordered  horfes  in  the  name  of  the  Grand 
Duke,  and  was  inftantly  obeyed — hut  the 
butler  and  cook  arriving  foon  after,  told 
a  different  tale.  Couriers  were  difpatched, 
one  of  whom  overtook  us,  and,  in  the 
name  of  the  magiftrates,  ordered  the  pofti- 
lions  to  drive  back,  for  we  were  a  gang 
of  impoflures,  who  had  no  connexion 
with  the  Grand  Duke.  The  fame  argu- 
ments, however,  which  had  fo  good  an 
effeft  on  the  German  Poft-mafter,  prevailed 
alfo  on  the  courier  to  be  filent,  and  the 
poflilions  to  proceed. 

It  was  midnight  before  we  arrived  at 
Meftre,  a  fmall  town  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tagune,  five  miles  from  Venice,  where 
we  remained  all  night.  Next  morning  we 
hired  a  boat,  and  in  two  hours  were  landed 
in  the  middle  of  this  city. 

We  have  taken  very  delightful  apart- 
ments at  an  inn,  on  the  fide  of  the  great 

canaL 
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canal.  They  had  been  juft  quitted  by  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter, 
who  is  at  prefent  at  Padua.  Thus  at  length. 
we  are  arrived  in  Italy— 

^^  Per  varies  cafus,  &  tot  difcrimina  rerum  *." 

^  Throagh  ?arioui  kazardi*  tnd  many  crofs  eventi . 


C   3 
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A  FEW  days  after  our  amTal  at  Vc- 
nice,  we  met  the  Archduke  and 
Duchefs,  at  the  houfe  of  the  Imperial  Am- 
baflador*  They  were  highly  entertained 
with  the  hiftory  of  their  cook  and  butler^ 
which  I  gave  them  at  full  length. 

The  company  confided  entirely  of  fo- 
reigners, the  Venetian  nobility  never  vifiting 
in  the  houfes  of  foreign  minifters. 

Among  other  ftrangers  was  the  fon  of 
the  Duke  of  Berwick.  This  young  gentle- 
man has  lately  allied  himfelf  to  the  family 
from  which  he  is  defcended,  by  marrying 
the  filler  of  the  Countefs  of  Albany.     I 

fuppofe 
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foppofe  you  have  heard  that  the  Pretender, 
now  at  Florence,  has  afTumed  the  title  of 
Count  Albany. 

Next  day  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  accom? 
panied  the  Archduke  and  Duchefs  to  the 
arfenal.  They  were  attended  by  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  Senate. 

Some  Venetian  ladies  of  the  firft  diftinc- 
tion,  in  compliment  to  th^  Archduchefs, 
were  of  the  party. 

The  arfenal  at  Venice  is  a  fortification  of 
between  two  and  three  miles  in  compafs* 
On  the  ramparts  are  many  little  watch- 
towers,  where  centinels  are  ftationed.  Like 
the  arfenal  at  Toulon,  it  is  at  once  a  dock- 
yard, and  repofitory  for  naval  and  military 
ftores.  Here  the  Venetians  build  their 
fhips,  cad  their  cannon,  make  their  cables, 
fails,  anchors,  &c.  The  arms  are  arranged 
here  as  in  other  places  of  the  fame  kind, 

C  ^  in 
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in  large  rooms  divided  into  narrow  walks 
by  long  walls  of  mulkets,  pikes,  and  hal- 
berts.  Every  thing  having  been  prepared 
before  the  Archduke  and  Duchefs  arrived, 
a  cannon  was  caft  in  their  prefence.  After 
this  the  company  were  conduced  on  board 
the  Bucentaur,  or  veflel  in  which  the  Doge 
is  carried  to  efpoufe  the  Adriatic*  Here 
they  were  regaled  with  wine  and  fweet- 
meats,  theVenetian  nobles  doing  the  honours 
of  the  entertainment. 

The  Bucentaur  is  kept  under  cover,  and 
7>ever  taken  out  but  for  the  efpoufals.  It 
is  formed  for  containing  a  very  numerous 
company,  is  finely  gilt  and  ornamented 
within,  and  loaded  on  the  outiide  with 
emblematical  figures  in  fculpture.  This 
yeffel  may  poffibly  be  admired  by  landfmen, 
but  will  not  much  charm  a  feaman's  eye, 
being  a  heavy  broad-bottomed  machine, 
which  draws  little  water,  and  confequently 
may  be  eafily  overfet  in  a  gale  of  wind. 

Of 
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Of  this,  however,  there  w  no  great  danger, 
as  two  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
fuch  an  accident ;  one  of  which  feems  cal- 
culated to  quiet  the  minds  of  believers,  and 
the  other  to  give  confidence  to  the  moft 
incredulous.  The  firft  is  ufed  by  the 
Patriarch,  who,  as  foon  as  the  veflel  is 
afloat,  takes  care  to  pour  into  the  fea  fome 
holy  water,  which  is  believed  to  have  the 
Virtue  of  preventing  or  allaying  ftorms* 
The  fecond  is  entrufted  to  the  Admiral, 
who  has  the  difcretionary  power  of  poft- 
poning  the  marriage  ceremony,  when  the 
bride  feems  in  the  fmalleft  degree  boifte- 
rous.  One  of  the  virtues  of  the  holy  water, 
that  of  allaying  ftorms,  is  by  this  means 
^ndefed  fuperfluous. 

But  when  the  weather  is  quite  favour- 
able, the  ceremony  is  performed  every 
Afcenfion  Day.  The  folemnity  is  announ- 
ced in  the  morning  by  the  ringing  of  bells 
and  firing  of  cannon.     About  mid-day  the 

C  4  Doge, 
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Doge^  attended  by  a  numerous  party  of  the 
Senate  and  clergy,  goes  on  board  the  Bucen^ 
taur ;    the  veflel  is  rowed  a  little  way  into 
the  fea,  accompanied  by  the  fplendid  yachts 
of  the  foreign  Ambafladors,  the  gondolas 
of  the  Venetian  nobility,  and  an  incredible 
number  of  barks  and  gallies  of  every  kind. 
Hymns  are  fung,    and  a  band  of  mufic 
performs,    while   the  Bucentaur  and   her 
attendants  flowly  move  towards  St.  Lido,  a 
fmall  ifland,  two  miles  from  Venice.     Pray- 
ers are  then  faid ;    after  which  the  Doge 
drops  a  ring  of  no  great  value,  into  the  fea, 
pronouncing  thefe  words——"  De^onfa- 
mus  te.  Mare,  in  fignum  veri  perpetuiquc 
dominii."     The  fea,  like  a  modeft  bride, 
aflents  by  her  filence,  and  the  marriage  is 
deemed  valid  and  fecure  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes. 

Certain  it  is,  the  time  has  been,  when 
the  Doge  had  entire  poffeffion  of,  and 
dominion  over,  his  fpoufe  j  but,  for  a  con^ 

fiderable 
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fiderabie  time  paft,  her  favours  have  been 
fhar.ed  by  feveral  other  lovers ;  or,  accord- 
ing to  that  violent  metaphor  of  Otway's, 


•now 


Their  Great  Duke  fhrinks,  trembling  in  his  palace^ 
And  fees  his  wife,  the  Adriatic,  ploughed, 
Like  a  lewd  whore,  by  bolder  prows  than  his. 

After  viewing  every  thing  in  the  arfenal, 
the  Archduke  and  Duchefs,  with  all  the 
company,  were  invited  on  board  fome  boats, 
which  had  been  prepared  for  their  recep- 
tion. They  were  diredly  rowed  to  that 
part  of  the  lake  from  whence  there  was  the 
pioft  advantageous  view  of  Venice,  a  band 
of  mufic  performing  all  the  time ;  while  the 
failors,  in  two  or  three  fmall  boats,  were 
^employed  in  fifhing  oyfters,  which  they 
ppened,  and  prefented  to  the  company. 

The  amufements  of  this  day  had  all  the 
advantage  of  novelty  to  render  them  agree- 

9  able 
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able  to  ftrangers,  and  every  additional 
pleafure  which  the  attentive  and  polite 
behaviour  of  the  Venetian  nobility  could 
give» 
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LETTER    III. 


Yeoiocw 


AS  this  is  not  the  time  of  any  of  the 
public  folemnities  which  draw  ftrau- 
gers  to  Venice,  it  is  fortunate  that  we 
happen  to  be  here  with  the  Archduke  and 
Duchefs.  The  great  refpedt  which  this 
State  is  anxious  of  fhewing  the  Imperial 
family,  has  brought  many  of  the  nobility 
to  Venice,  who  would  otherwife  have  been 
at  their  country- feats  on  the  continent,  and 
has  alfo  given  us  opportunities  of  feeing 
feme  things  to  more  advantage  than  we 
could  otherwife  have  done. 


I  had  the  honour  of  attending  their 
Highneffes  when  they  went  to  vifit  the 
iiland  of  Murano.     This  is  about  a  mile 

from 
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j&om  Venice,  was  formerly  a  very  flourifh-n 
ing  place,  and  ftill  boafts  fome  palaces 
which  bear  the  marks  of  former  magnifi- 
cence, though  now  in  a  ftate  of  decay* 
The  ifland  is  faid  to  contain  20,000  in- 
habitants.  The  great  manufactories  of 
looking- glafles,  are  the  only  inducements 
which  ftrangers  have  to  vifit  this  place,  I 
few  one  very  fine  plate,  for  a  mirror,  made 
in  the  pr^fence  of  the  Archduke  in  a  few 
minutes ;  though  not  fo  large  as  fome  I 
Jiave  feen  of  the  Paris  manufadory,  yet  it 
was  much  larger  than  I  could  have  thought 
it  in  the  power  of  human  lungs  to  blow. 
Inftead  Of  being  caft,  as  in  France  an4 
England,  the  Murano  mirrors  are  all  blown 
}n  the  manner  of  bottles.  It  is  aftonifhing 
to  fee  with  what  dexterity  the  workman 
wields  a  long  hollow  cylinder  of  melted 
glafs,  at  the  end  of  an  iron  tube,  which, 
when  he  has  extended  as  much  as  poffible, 
by  blowing,  and  every  other  means  his  art 

fuggefts,  he  flits  with  a  fharp  inftrument, 

removing 
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removing  the  two  extremities  from  each 
other,  and  folding  back  th6  fides :  the 
cylinder  now  appears  a  large  fheet  of  glafs, 
which  being  once  more  introduced  into  the 
furnace,  is  brought  out  a  clear,  finifhed 
plate. 

This  manufactory  formerly  ferved  all 
Europe  with  looking-glafles ;  the  quantity 
made  here  is  ftill  confiderable ;  for  although 
France  and  England,  and  fome  other  coun^ 
tries,  make  their  own  mirrors,  yet,  by  the 
natural  progrefs  of  luxury,  thofe  countries 
wliich  ftill  get  their  mirrors  and  other 
things  from  Murano,  ufe  a  much  greater 
quantity  now  than  formerly ;  fo  that  on 
the  fuppofition  that  the  Murano  manu- 
fadburers  Have  loft  three  fourths  of  their 
cuftomers,  they  may  ftill  retain  half  as 
much  trade  as  they  ever  had.  It  is  fur- 
prifing  that,  inftead  of  blowing,  they  dp 
not  adopt  the  method  of  cafting,  which  I 
ihould  think  a  much  eafier  proccfs,  and  by 

which 
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which  larger  plates  may  be  made.  Befides 
mirrors,  an  infinite  quantity  of  glafs  trin- 
kets (margaritini,  as  they  are  called)  of  all 
ihapes  and  colours  are  made  here.  Wo- 
men of  the  inferior  ranks  wear  them  as 
ornaments,  and  as  rofaries :  they  alfo 
mould  this  fubftance  into  many  various 
whimfical  forms,  by  way  of  ornamental 
furniture  to  houfes  and  churches.  In  fhort, 
there  are  glafs  baubles  enough  made  here, 
to  bribe  into  flavery  half  the  inhabitants  of 
the  coail  of  Guinea. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Archduke  and 
Duchefs,  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  has  pafled 
his  time  moftly  in  the  houfes  of  the  foreign 
Ambafladors,  the  beft  refource  here,  next 
to  the  theatres,  for  ftrangers. 

We  were  lately  at  a  converzatione  at  the 
Spanifh  AmbaflTador's ;  it  might  have  pafled 
for  a  pantomime  entertainment.  The  Am- 
baffadpr,  his  lady,  and  daughters,  fpeak  no 

language 
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language  but  Spanifk;  and^  unfortunatety^ 
this  was  underftood  by  none  of  the  coni* 
pany  but  the  Duke  of  Berwick's  foa« 
Hearing  that  Mn  Montague  redded  at 
Venice,  the  Duke  of  Hamiltoa  has  had 
the  curiofity  to  wait  on  that  extraordinary 
man.  He  met  his  Grace  at  the  flair-head^ 
and  led  us  through  fome  apartments,  fur« 
nifhed  in  the  Venetian  manner,  into  an 
inner  room  in  quite  a  different  ftyle.  There 
were  no  chairs,  but  he  defired  us  to  feat 
ourfelves  on  a  fopha,  whilft  he  placed  him- 
felf  on  a  cufhion  on  the  floor,  with  his  legs 
croffed  in  the  Turkifli  fafhion,  A  young 
black  flave  fat  by  him,  and  a  venerable  old 
man,  with  a  long  beard,  ferved  us  with 
coffee. 

After  this  collation,  fome  aromatic  gums 
were  brought,  and  burnt  in  a  little  filver 
veffel.  Mr.  Montague  held  his  nofe  over 
the  fleam  for  fome  minutes,  and  fnuffed  up 
the  perfume  with  peculiar  fatisfa^ion  ;  he 
3  afterwards 
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afterwards  endeavoured  to  coUefl:  the  fmokS 
with  his  hands,  fpreading  and  rubbing  it 
carefully  along  his  beard,  which  hung  in 
hoary  ringlets  to  his  girdle.  This  manner 
of  perfuming  the  beard  feems  more  cleanly^, 
and  rather  an  improvement  upon  that  ufed 
by  the  Jews  in  ancient  times,  as  defcribed 
in  the  Pfalms  tranflated  by  Sternhold  and 
Hopkins. 

'Tis  like  the  precious  ointment,  that 

Was  poured  on  Aaron's  head. 
Which  from  the  beard  down  to  the  fkirts 

Of  his  rich  garments  fpread. 

Or,  as  the  Scotch  tranflation  has  it : 

Like  precious  ointment  on  the  head 
That  down  the  beard  did  flow ; 

Even  Aaron's  beard,  and  to  the  flcirts 
Did  of  his  garments  go. 

Which  of  thefe  verfions  is  preferable,  I 
leave  to  the  critics  in  Hebrew  and  Englifh 
poefy  to  determine.     I  hope,  for  the  fake 

of 
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of  David's  reputation  as  a  poet,  that  nei- 
ther have  retained  all  the  fpirit  of  the 
original.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  con- 
verfation  with  this  venerable  looking  per- 
fon,  who  is,  to  the  laft  degree^  acute, 
communicative,  and  entertaining,  and  in 
whofe  difcourfe  and  manners  are  blended 
the  vivacity  of  a  Frenchmart  with  the 
gravity  of  a  Turk.  We  found  him,  how- 
ever, wonderfully  prejudiced  in  favour  of 
the  Turkifh  charaders  and  manners,  which 
he  thinks  infinitely  preferable  to  the  Euro- 
pean, or  thofe  of  any  other  nation. 

He  defcfibes  the  Turks  in  general  as 
a  people  of  great  fenfe  and  integrity,  the 
mod  hofpitable,  generous,  and  the  happiefl 
of  mankind*  He  talks  of  returning,  as  foon 
as  poflible,  to  Egypt,  which  he  paints  as  a 
perfect  paradife;.  and  thinks  that,  had  it 
not  been  otherwife  ordered  for  wife  pur- 
pofes,  of  which  it  does  not  become  us  to 
judge,   the  children  of  Ifrael  would  cer- 

VOL.  L  D  tainly 
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tainly  have  chofen  to  remain  where  they 
were,  and  have  endeavoured  to  drive  the 
Egyptians  to  the  land  of  Canaan. 

Though  Mr.  Montague  hardly  ever  ftirs 
abroad,  he  returned  the  Duke's  vifit ;   and 
as  we  were  not  provided  with  cufhions,  he 
fat,  while  he  (laid,  upon  a  fopha,  with  his 
legs  under  him,  as  he  had  done  at  his  own 
houfe.     This  pofture,   by  long  habit,    is 
now  become  the  mod  agreeable  to  him, 
and  he  inflfts  on  its  being  by  far  the  moft 
natural  and  convenient;    but,  indeed,  he 
feems  to  cherifli   the   fame  opinion  with 
regard  to  all   the  cuftoms   which   prevail 
among  the  Turks.     I  could  not  help  men- 
tioning one,  which  I  fufpe(5led  would   be 
thought  both  unnatural  and  inconvenient 
by  at  leaft  one  half  of  the  human  race  ; 
that  of  the  men  being  allowed  to  engrofs 
as  many  women  as  they  can  maintain,  and 
confining  them  to  the  moft  infipid  of  all 
lives,  within  their  harams.     **  No  doubt,** 

replied 
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replied  he,  "  the  women  are  all  enemies  to 
••  polygamy  and  concubinage ;  and  there 
**  is  reafon  to  imagine,  that  this  averfion 
^  of  theirs,  joined  to  the  great  influence 
•*  they  have  in  all  Chriftian  countries,  has 
••  prevented  Mahometanlfm  from  making 
f*  any  progrefs  in  Europe.  The  Turkifh 
^*  men,  on  the  other  hand,'*  continued  he, 
•*  have  an  averfion  to  Chriftianity,  equal  to 
••  that  which  the  Chriftian  women  have  to 
*•  the  religion  of  Mahomet :  auricular 
"  confeftion  is  perfeftly  horrible  to  their 
"  imagination.  No  Turk,  of  any  delicacy, 
"  would  ever  allow  his  wife,  particularly 
*'  if  he  had  but  one,  to  hold  private  con- 
**  ference  with  a  man,  on  any  pretext 
**  whatever.'* 

I  took  notice,  that  this  averfion  to  auri- 
cular confeflion,  could  not  be  a  reafon  for 
the  Turk's  diflike  to  the  ProteJIant  religion. 
•*  That  is  true,"  faid  he;  "  but  you  have 
"  other  tenets  in  common  with  the  Catho- 

D  2  "  lies, 
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"  lies,    which    renders   your   religion    as 
**  odious  as  theirs.     You  forbid  polygamy 
**  and  concubinage,  which,  in  the  eyes  of 
"  the  Turks,  who  obey  the  dictates  of  the 
"  religion  they  embrace,  is  confldered   as 
^^  an   intolerable    hardfhip.     Befides,    the 
**  idea  which  your  religion  gives  of  heaven, 
"  is  by  no  means  to  their  tafte.     If  they 
"  believed  your  account,  they  would  think 
"  it   the   moft    tirefome    and    comfortlefs 
"  place  in  the  univerfe,  and  not  one  Turk 
"  among   a   thoufand    would    go   to    the 
"  Chriftian  heaven  if  he    had   it   in   his 
"  choice.     Laftly,    the  Chriftian    religion 
"  confiders  women,  as   creatures  upon  a 
"  level  with  men,  and  equally  entitled  to 
"  every  enjoyment,  both  here  and  here- 
**  after.     When  the  Turks  are  told  this,'* 
added  he,  "  they  are  not  furprifed  at  being 
"  informed  alfo,  that  women,  in  general, 
"  are  better  Chriftians  than  men ;  but  they 
"  are  perfedly  aftoniftied  that  an  opinion, 
"  which  they  think  fo  contrary  to  common 

"fenfe. 
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"  fenfe,  fhould  fubfift  among  the  rational, 
"  that  is  to  fay,  the  male  part  of  Chriftians. 
*'  It  is  impoffible,*'  added  Mr.  Montague, 
"  to  drive  it  out  of  the  head  of  a  Mufful- 
^  man,  that  women  are  creatures  of  a 
*'  fubordinate  fpecies,  created  merely  to 
"  comfort  and  amufe  men  during  their 
journey  through  this  vain  world,  but  by 
no  means  worthy  of  accompanying  be- 
**  lievers  to  paradife,  where  females,  of  a 
*^  nature  far  fuperior  to  women,  wait  with 
"  impatience  to  receive  all  pious  Muflul- 
•*  men  into  their  arms/* 

It  is  needlefs  to  relate  to  you  any  more 
of  our  converfation.  A  lady,  to  whom  I 
was  giving  an  account  of  it  the  day  on 
which  it  happened,  could  with  difficulty 
allow  me  to  proceed  thus  far  in  my  uarra- 
tive  J  but,  interrupting  me  with  impatience, 
ihe  faid,  (he  was  furprifed  I  could  repeat 
all  the  nonfenfical,  deteftable,  impious 
maxims  of  thofe  odious  Mahometans ;  and 

D  3  ija? 
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flie  thought  Mr.  Montague  fhould  be  fent 
back  to  Egypt,  with  his  long  beard,  and 
not  be  allowed  to  propagate  opinions,  the 
bare  mention  of  which,  however  reafonable 
they  might  appear  to  Turks,  ought  not  to 
be  tolerated  in  any  Chriilian  Iand« 
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LETTER    IV. 

Venice. 

TH  E  view  of  Venice,  at  fome  little 
diftance  from  the  town,  is  men- 
tloned  by  many  travellers  in  terms  of  the. 
higheft  admiration.  I  had  been  fo  often 
forewarned  of  the  amazement  with  which 
I  fhould  be  ftruck  at  firft  fight  of  this  city, 
that  when  I  adually  did  fee  it,  I  felt  little 
or  no  amazement  at  all.  You  will  behold, 
faid  thofe  anticipators,  a  magnificent  town, 
— or  more  frequently,  to  make  the  deeper 
imprefiion,  they  gave  it  in  detail— You 
will  behold,  faid  they,  magnificent  palaces, 
churches,  towers  and  fieeples,  all  ilanding 
in  the  middle  of  the  fea.  Well ;  this,  un- 
queftionably,  is  an  uncommon  fcene ;  and 
there  is  no  manner  of  doubt  that  a  town, 

D  4  fmround- 
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furrounded  by  water,  is  a  very  fine  fight  ; 
but  all  the  travellers  that  have  exifted  fince 
the  days  of  Cain,  will  not  convince  me, 
that  a  town,  furrounded  by  land,  is  not  a 
much  finer.  Can  there  be  any  comparifon, 
in  point  of  beauty,  between  the  dull  mo- 
notony of  a  watery  furface,  and  the  de- 
lightful variety  of  gardens,  meadows,  hills, 
and  woods  ? 

If  the  fituation  of  Venice  render  it  lefs 
agreeable  than  another  city,  to  behold  at 
a  diftance,  it  muft  render  it,  in  a  much 
ftronger  degree,  lefs  agreeable  to  inhabit. 
For  you  will  pleafe  to  recoUedt,  that,  inftead 
of  walking  or  riding  in  the  fields,  and 
enjoying  the  fragrance  of  herbs,  and  thq 
melody  of  birds;  when  you  wifh  to  take 
the  air  here,  you  muft  fubmit  to  be  paddled 
about,  from  morning  to  night,  in  a  narrow 
boat,  along  dirty  canals  ;  or,  if  you  don't 
like  this,  you  have  one  refource  more,  which 
is,  that  of  walking  in  St.  Mark's  Place, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  are  the  difadvantages  which 
Venice  labours  under,  with  regard  to  fitu-^ 
ation ;  but  it  has  other  peculiarities,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  many,  overbalance  them, 
and  render  it,  on  th^  whole,  an  agreeable 
town^ 

Venice  is  faid  to  be  built  in  the  fea; 
that  is,  it  is  built  in  the  midft  of  Ihallows, 
which  ftretch  fome  miles  from  the  fhore,  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Adriatic  Gulph.  Though 
thofe  fhallows,  being  now  all  covered  with 
water,  have  the  appearance  of  one  great 
lake,  yet  they  are  called  Lagune,  or  lakes ; 
becaufe  formerly,  as  it  is  imagined,  ther? 
were  feveral.  On  failing  on  the  Laguna, 
and  looking  to  the  bottom,  many  large 
hollows  are  to  be  feen,  which,  at  fome 
former  period,  have,  very  poffibly,  been 
diftin<3:  lakes,  though  now,  being  all  covered 
with  a  common  furface  of  water,  they  form 
one  large  lake,  of  unequal  depth.  The 
intervals  between  thofe  follows,  it  is  fup- 

pofed, 
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pofed,  were  little  iflands,  and  are  now 
fliallows,  which,  at  ebb,  are  all  within  reacl^ 
of  a  pole. 

When  you  approach  the  city,  you  come 
along  a  liquid  road,  marked  by   rows    of 
flakes  on  each  fide,  which  direft  veffels,  of 
k  certain  burthen,  to  avoid  the  fliallows, 
and  keep  in  deeper  water.     Thefe  fliallows 
are  a  better  defence  to  the  city  than  the 
ftrongeft  fortifications.    On  the  approach  of 
an  enemy*8  fleet,  the  Venetians  have  only 
10  pull  up  their  flakes,  and  the  enemy  can 
lidvance  no  farther*     They  are  equally  be- 
yond the  infult  of  a  land  army,  even  in  the 
xnidfl  of  winter ;  for  the  flux  and  reflux  of 
the  fea,  and  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate, 
prevent   fuch   a  ftrength  of  ice  as  could 
admit    the    approach    of    an    army  that 
way. 

The  lake  in  which  Venice  flands,  is  a 

kind  of  fmall  inner  gulph,  feparated  from 
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the  large  one  by  fome  iflands,  at  a  few 
miles  diftahce.  Thefe  iflands,  in  a  great 
meafure,  break  the  force  of  the  Adriatic 
ftorms,  before  they  reach  the  Laguna  j  yet, 
in  very  high  winds,  the  navigation  of  the 
lake  is  dangerous  to  gondolas,  and  fome^ 
times  the  gondoleers  do  not  truft  them-f 
felves  even  on  the  canals  within  the  city^ 
This  is  not  fo  great  an  inconveniency  to- 
the  inhabitants  as  you  may  imagine ;  be- 
caufe  moft  of  the  houfes  have  one  door 
opening  upon  a  canal,  and  another  com- 
municating with  the  ftreet  j  by  means  of 
which,  and  of  the  bridges,  you  can  go  to 
almoft  any  part  of  the  town  by  land,  a« 
well  4S  by  water, 

The  number  of  inhabitants  are  computed 
at  about  150,000;  the  ftreets,  in  general, 
are  narrow ;  fo  are  the  canals,  except  the 
Grand  Canal ;  which  is  very  broad,  and  has 
^  ferpentine  courfe  through  the  middle  of 
the  city.     They  tell  you,  there  are  feveral 

huadre4 
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hundred  bridges  in  Venice.  What '  pais 
under  this  name,  however,  are  fingle  arches 
thrown  over  the  canals;  moft  of  them 
paltry  enough. 

The  Rialto  confifts  alfo  of  a  fingle  arch, 
but  a  very  noble  one,  and  of  marble.     It  is 
built  acrofs   the   Grand    Canal,    near  the 
middle,  where  it  is  narrowed.     This  cele- 
brated arch  is  ninety  feet  wide  on  the  level 
of  the  canal,   and  twenty-four  feet  high. 
Its  beauty  is  impaired   by   two   rows   of 
booths,  or  fhops,  which  are  eredled  upon 
it,  and  divide  its  upper  furface  into  three 
narrow  ftreets.     The  view  from  the  Rialto 
is    equally    lively   and    magnificent  j    the 
objeds  under  your  eye  are  the  Grand  Canal^ 
covered    with    boats    and    gondolas,    and 
flanked   on   each    fide    with    magnificent 
palaces,  churches,  and  fpires ;  but  this  fine 
profpeft  is  almoft  the  only  one  in  Venice  j 
for,  except  the  Grand  Canal,  and  the  Canal 
Regio,  all  the  others  are  narrow  and  mean  j 

fome 
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fome  of  them  have  no  quays ;  the  water 
literally  walhes  the  walls  of  the  houfes. 
When  you  fail  along  thofe  wretched  canals, 
you  have  no  one  agreeable  object  to  cheer 
the  fight;  iind  the  fmell  is  overwhelmed 
with  the  ftencb,  which,  at  certain  feafons, 
exhales  from  the  water. 


46        VIEW   OF   SOCIETY   AND 


LETTER     V. 


Vciice. 

AS  the  only  agreeable  view  in  Venice 
is  from  the  Grand  Canal,  fo  the  only 
place  where  you  can  walk  with  eafe  and 
fafety,  is  in  the  Piazza  di  St.  Marco.  This 
is  a  kitid  of  irregular  quadrangle,  formed 
by  a  number  of  buildings,  all  Angular  in 
their  kind,  and  very  different  from  each 
other. 

The  Ducal  palace — the  church  of  St* 
Mark — that  of  St.  Giminiano — a  noble 
range  of  buildings,  called  Procuratie  the 
new  and  the  old,  in  which  are  the  Mufeum, 
the  public  library,  and  nine-  large  apart- 
ments belonging  to  the  Procurators  of  St. 
Mark  J    all  thefe  buildings  are  of  marble. 

There 
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There  is  an  opening  from  St.  Mark*s 
Place  to  the  fea,  on  which  (land  two  lofty 
pillars  of  granite.  Criminals  condemned 
to  fuffer  death  publicly,  are  executed  be- 
tween thefe  pillars :  on  the  top  of  one  of 
them  is  a  lion,  with  wings ;  and  on  the  other, 
a  faint— without  wings  ;—*there  is,  how- 
ever,  a  large  crocodile  at  his  feet,  which, 
I  prefume,  belongs  to  him.  At  one  comer 
of  St.  Mark's  church,  contiguous  to  the 
palace,  are  two  ftatues  of  Adam  and  Eve  j 
they  have  neither  wings  nor  crocodile,  nor 
any  kind  of  attendant,  not  even  their  old 
acquaintance  the  ferpent. 

At  the  corner  of  the  new  Procuratie, 
a  little  diftant  from  the  church,  ftands  the 
ileeple  of  St.  Mark.  This  is  a  quadran- 
gular tower,  about  three  hundred  feet  in 
height.  I  am  told  it  is  not  uncommon  in 
Italy  for  the  church  and  fteeple  to  be  in 
this  ftate  of  difunion.  This  fhocked  a 
clergyman  of  my  acquaintance,  very  much  5 

he 
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be  mentioned  it  to  me,  many  years  ago^ 
amongft  the  errors  and  abfurdities  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  The  gentleman  wag 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  church  and  (leeple 
ought  to  be  infeparable  as  man  and  wife  ; 
and  that  every  church  ought  to  confider 
its  fteeple  as  mortar  of  its  mortar,  and 
flone  of  its  ftone.  An  old  captain  of 
a  fhip,  who  was  prefent,  declared  himfelf 
of  the  fame  way  of  thinking,  and  fwore 
that  a  church,  divorced  from  its  fteeple, 
appeared  to  him  as  ridiculous  as  a  (hip 
without  a  mad. 

A  few  paces  from  the  church  are  three 
tall  poles,  on  which  enfigns  and  flags  are 
hung  on  days  of  public  rejoicing.  Thefe 
ftandards  are  in  memory  of  the  three  king- 
doms, Cyprus,  Candia,  and  Negropont^ 
which  once  belonged  to  this  republic; 
the  three  crowns  are  ftill  kept  in  the  Ducal 
palace.  Since  the  kingdoms  are  gone,  I 
ihould  think   the  crowns  and  the   poles 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely  worth  prefcrvihg ;  thfey  are,  how- 
ever, of  the  fame  value  to  Venice,  that  the 
title  of  King  of  France  is  to  his  Britannic 
Majefty.  At  the  bottom  of  the  Tower  of 
St.  Mark^  is  a  fmall  neat  building  of 
ttiarble,  called  the  Loggietta,  where  fome 
of  the  Procurators  of  St.  Mark  conftantly 
attend  to  do  budnefs.  Some  people  are  of 
opinion  that,  particularly  when  the  grand 
council,  or  the  fenate,  are  aflembled,  thefe 
Procurators  are  placed  there,  as  flate  cen- 
tinels,  to  give  warning  in  cafe  of  any 
appearance  of  difcontent  or  commotion 
among  the  populace,  which  mud  neceflarily 
fliew  itfelf  at  this  place,  as  there  is  no 
other  in  Venice  where  a  mob  could  af- 
femble. 

The  patriatchil  church  of  St.  Mark, 
though  one  of  the  richeft  and  mod  ex« 
penfive  in  the  world,  does  not  ftrike  the 
eye  very  much  at  firft ;  the  architedure  is 
of  a  mixed  kind,  mofUy  Gothic,  yet  many 

Vol.  L  E  of 
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of  the  pillars  are  of  the  Grecian  orders ; 
the  outfide  is  incrufted  with  marble  j  the 
infide,  ceiling,  and  floor,  are  all  of  the 
fineft  marble ;  the  numerous  pillars  which 
fupport  the  roof  are  of  the  fame  fubilance  i 
the  whole  is  crowned  by  five  domes  ;— -but 
all  this  labour  and  expence  have  been  dfr- 
rented  by  a  very  moderate  ihare  of  tafte. 

The  front,  which  looks  to  the  palace^ 
has  five  brafs  gates,  with  hiflorical  bas- 
relieves ;  over  the  principal  gate  arc  placed 
the  four  famous  bronze  horfes,  faid  to  be 
the  workmanfhip  of  Lycippus  \  they  were 
given  to  the  emperor  Nero,  by  Tlridates^ 
king  of  Armenia  j  the  fiery  fpirit  of  their 
countenances,,  and  their  animated  attitudes, 
are  perfectly  agreeable  to  their  original 
deflination,  of  being  hamefTed  to  the  cha* 
riot  of  the  Sun,— Nero  placed  them  on  the 
triumphal  arch  confecrated  to  him,  and' 
they  are  to  be  feen  on  the  reverfe  of  fome 
of  his  medals ;  they  were  removed  front 

Rome 
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Rome  to  Conftantinople,  placed  in  the  Hyp- 
podrome  by  Conftantine,  and  remained 
there  till  the  taking  of  Conftantinople  by 
the  French  and  Venetians  in  the  beginning 
of  the  13th  century,  when  they  were  car- 
ried to  Venice,  and  placed  upon  the  gate 
of  St.  Mark's  church. 

■ 

The  treafury  of  St.  Mark  is  very  rich  in 
jewels  and  relics ;  and  it  was  neceflary  to 
apply  to  one  of  the  Procurators  of  St. 
Mark  for  leave  to  fee  it.  I  fhall  only  men- 
tion a  few  of  the  moft  valuable  efFeds 
kept  here.  Eight  pillars  from  Solomon's 
temple  at  Jerufalem  j  a  piece  of  the  Virgin 
Mary's  veil,  fome  of  her  hair,  and  a  fmall 
portion  of  her  milk;  the  knife  ufed  by 
our  Saviour  at  his  laft  fupper ;  one  of  the 
nails  of  the  crofs,  and  a  few  drops  of  his 
.  blood.  After  thefe  it  would  be  impertinent 
to  enumerate  the  bones,  and  other  relics, 
of  faints  and  martyrs,  of  which  there  is  a 
plentiful  fhow  in  this  church,  and  ftill  lefs 

£  9  need 
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need  I  take  up  your  time  with  an  inventory 
of  the  temporal  jewels  kept  here ;  it  vvould 
be  unpardonable,  however,  to  omit  men- 
tioning the  piiSure  of  the  Virgin,  by  St. 
Luke.  From  this,  compared  with  his 
other  works,  it  is  plain,  that  St.  Luke  was 
a  much  better  evangelift  than  painter :  fome 
profeflions  feem  to  be  almofl  incompatible 
with  each  other. — I  have  known  many 
very  good  painters  who  would  have  made 
bad  faints ;  and  here  is  an  inftance  of  an 
excellent  faint  who  was  but  an  indifferent 
painter. 

The  old  Procuratie  is  built  of  a  kind  of 
black  marble;  the  new  is  of  the  pietra 
dura  of  Iftria. 

The  church  of  St.  Geminiano  is  an  ele- 
gant piece  of  architedure,  by  Sanfovino, 

The  Ducal  palace  is  an  immenfc  build- 
ing, enturely  of  marble.     Befides  the  apart- ' 

meats 
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xnents  of  the  Doge,  there  are  alfo  halls  and 
chambers  for  the  fenate,  and  all  the  dif- 
ferent councils  and  tribunals.  The  prin- 
cipal entrance  is  by  a  fpacious  flair,  called 
the  Giants  ftair,  on  account  of  two  ColoiTal 
ftatues  of  Mars  and  Neptune,  placed  at 
the  top;  they  arc  of  white  marble,  the 
work  of  Sanfovino,  and  intended  to  repre- 
fent  the  naval  and  military  power  of  this 
ftate.  Their  gigantic  fize  might  be  proper 
enough  formerly,  but  they  would  be  jufter 
emblems  of  the  prefent  force  of  this  re- 
public if  their  ftature  were  more  moderate. 

Under  the  porticoes,  to  which  you  afcend 
by  this  ftair,  you  may  perceive  the  gaping 
mouths  of  lions,  to  receive  anonymous 
letters^  informations  of  treafonable  prac* 
titpes,  and  accufatioQs  of  magiftrates  for 
abufes  in  office* 

From  the  palace  there  is  a  covered  bridge 
of  communication  to  a  ftate  prifon,  on  the 
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other  fide  of  the  canal.  Prifoners  pafs  to 
and  from  the  courts  over  this  bridge,  ipvhicl|. 
is  named  Ponte  Dei  Sofpiri* 

The  apartments  and  halls  of  the  Ducal 
palace  are  ornamented  by  the  pencils  of 
Titian,  Paul  Veronefe,  Tintoret,  Palma^ 
the  Baffans,  and  other  painters.  The  rape 
of  Europa,  and  the  ftorming  of  Zara,  both 
by  Paul  Veronefe,  are  amongft  the  higheft 
efteemed  pieces  of  that  matter.  The  foot 
of  Europa  is  honoured  with  the  particulair 
admiration  of  the  connoifleurs  j  the  bull 
feems  to  be  of  their  way  of  thinking,  for 
he  licks  it  as  he  bears  her  along  above  the 
waves.  Some  people  admire  even  this 
thought  of  the  painter ;  I  cannot  fay  I  am 
of  the  number :  I  think  it  is  the  only  thing 
in  the  pidiure  which  is  not  admirable ;  it  is 
making  Jupiter  enter  a  little  too  much 
into  the  charader  which  he  had  aflumed. 
There  arc  a  few  pidures  in  this  palace  by 
Titian,   but  a  great  many  by  the  other 

mailers^ 
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fnafters.     The  fubjeds  are  moftly  taken 
from  the  hiftory  of  Venice. 

Within  the  palace  there  is  a  little  arfe- 
nal,  which  communicates  with  the  hall  of 
the  great  council.  Here  a  great  number 
pf  mufkets  are  kept,  rea^y  charged,  with 
which  the  nobles  may  arm  themfelves  on  any 
fudden  infurredioni  or  other  emergency. 

The  lower  gallery,  or  the  piazza,  under 
the  palace,  is  called  the  BrogIio«  In  this 
the  noble  Venetians  walk  and  converfe; 
it  is  only  here,  and  at  council,  where  they 
have  opportunities  df  meeting  together  j  for 
they  feldom  vifit  openly,  or  in  a  family  way, 
at  each  other's  houfes,  and  fecret  meetings 
would  give  umbrage  to  the  flate  inquifitors ; 
they  chufe,  therefore,  to  tranfa£):  their 
bufinefs  on  this  public  walk;  People  of 
inferior  rank  feldom  remain  on  the  Brog- 
lio  for  any  length  of  time  when  the  nobi- 
Ihy  arc  there* 
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LETTER    VI. 

I  WAS  led,  id  my  laft,  into  a  very  par* 
ticular  (and  I  wifh  you  may  not  have 
alfo  found  it  very  tedious)  defcription  of 
St.  Mark's  Place.     There  is  no  help  for 
what  is  paft,  but,  for  your  comfort,  you 
have  nothing  of  the  fame  kind  to  fear 
while  we  remain  here;    for  there  is  not 
another  fquare,  or  place ^  as  the  French  with 
more  propriety  call  them,  in  all  Venice. 
To  compenfate,  however,  for  there  being 
but  one,  there  is  a  greater  variety  of  objects 
to  be  feen  at  this  one,  than  in  any  half 
dozen  of  the  fquares,  or  places,  of  London 
or  Paris, 

After  our  eyes  had  been  dazzled  with 
looking  at  pidures,  and  our  legs  cramped 
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vriih  fitting  in  a  gondola,  it  is  ho  fmall 
relief,  and  amufement,  to  faunter  iu  the 
Place  of  St.  Mark. 

The  number  and  diverfity  of  objeds 
vrhich  tJbrrc  prefent  themfelves  to  the  eye, 
naturally  create  a  very  rapid  fucceffion  of 
ideas.  The  fight  of  the  churches  awakens 
religious  fentiments,  and  by  an  eafy  tran« 
fition,  the  mind  is  led  to  contemplate 
the  influence  of  fuperftition*  In  the  midft 
of  this  reverie,  Nero's  four  horfes  appear, 
and  carry  the  fancy  to  Rome  and  ConHan- 
tinople.  While  you  are  forcing  your  way, 
fword  in  hand,  with  the  heroic  Henry 
Dandelo,  into  the  capital  of  Afia,  Adam 
and  Eve  ftop  your  progrefs,  and  lead  you 
to  the  garden  of  Eden.  You  have  not 
long  enjoyed  a  ftate  of  innocence  and  hap- 
pinefs  in  that  delightful  paradife,  till  Eve 

— —  her  ralh  hand  in  evil  hour 
fQTtii  reaching  to  the  fruit,  ihe  plucks,  (he  eats. 

After 
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After  that  unfortunate  repaft,  no  more 
comfort  beiAg  to  be  found  there,  you  arc 
glad  to  mount  St.  Mark's  winged  lion,  and 
fly  back  to  the  Ducal  palace,  where  you  will 
naturally  reflect  on  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  the  Venetian  flate,  and  the  various 
Ijprings  of  their  government.  While  you 
admire  the  ftrength  of  a  conftitution  which 
has  flood  firm  for  fo  many  ages,  you  are 
appalled  at  the  fight  of  the  lion's  mouth 
gaping  for  accufations  j  and  turning  with 
horror  from  a  place  where  innocence  feems 
expofed  to  the  attacks  of  hidden  malice, 
you  are  regaled  with  a  profped  of  the  fea, 
which  opens  your  return  to  a  country  of 

real  freedom,  where  juftice  rejeds  the  libel 
of  the  hidden  accufer,  and  dares  to  try, 
condemn,  and  execute  openly^  the  higheft, 
as  well  as  the  lowell,  delinquent* 

I  aflure  you  I  have,  more  than  once, 
made  all  this  tour,  ftanding  in  the 
middle  of  St.   Mark's  fquare :    whereas, 

ia 
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in  the  French  places^  you  have  nothing 
before  your  eyes  but  monuments  of  the 
monarch's  vanity,  and  the  people's  adula^ 
tion }  and  in  the  greater  part  of  the  Londoa 
fquares,  and  ftreets,  what  idea  can  prefent 
itfelf  to  the  imagination,  beyond  that  of  the 
fnug  neatnefs  and  conveniency  of  fubftantial 
brick  houfes  ? 

I  have  been  fpeaking  hitherto  of  a  monut 
ing  faunter;  for  in  the  evening  there 
generally  is,  on  St.  Mark's  Place,  fuch  a 
mixed  multitude  of  Jews,  Turks,  and 
Chriftiansj  lawyers,  knaves,  and  pick- 
pockets; mountebanks,  old  women,  and 
phyficians;  women  of  quality,  with  maiks; 
ftrumpets  barefaced ;  and,  in  ihort,  fuch 
a  jumble  of  fenators,  citizens,  gondoleers, 
and  people  of  every  charafter  and  condition, 
that  your  ideas  are  broken,  bruifed,  and 
diflocated  in  the  crowd,  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  you  can  think,  or  refled,  on  nothing; 

7  y^t 
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yet  this  being  a  ftate  of  mind  which  many 
people  are  fond  of,  the  place  never  fails  to 
be  well  attended,  and,  in  fine  weather, 
numbers  pafs  a  great  part  of  the  night  there. 
When  the  piazza  is  illuminated,  and  the 
fiiops,  in  the  adjacent  ftreets,  lighted  up, 
the  whole  has  a  brilliant  eSed  ;  and  as  it 
is  the  cuflom  for  the  ladies,  as  well  as  the 
gentlemen,  to  frequent  the  caffinos  and 
coffee-houfes  around,  the  Place  of  St.  Mark 
anfwers  all  the  purpofes  of  either  Vauxhall 
•r  Ranelagh, 

It  is  not  in  St.  Mark*s  Place  that  you  are 
to  look  for  the  fined  monuments  of  the 
art  of  Titian,  or  the  genius  of  Palladio  j  for 
thofe  it  is  necelTary  to  vifit  the  churches  and 
palaces :  but  if  you  are  inclined  to  make 
that  tour,  you  muft  find  another  Qcerone, 
for  I  fhall  certainly  not  undertake  the  office. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  competent  judge  of 
painting  or  architedure ;   I  have  no  new 
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remarks  to  make  on  thofe  fubjeds,  and  I 
wifli  to  avoid  a  hackneyed  repetition  of 
what  has  been  faid  by  others. 

Some  people  feem  afieded  by  paintings 
to  a  degree  which  I  never  could  feel,  and 
can  fcarcely  conceive.  I  admire  the  works 
of  Guido  and  Raphael,  but  there  are  ama-- 
teurs  who  fall  downright  in  love  with  every 
man,  woman,  or  angel,  produced  by  thofc 
painters. 

When  the  fubjeft  is  pathetic,  I  am  often 
firuck  with  the  genius  and  execution  of  the 
artift,  and  touched  with  the  fcene  repre-. 
fented,  but  without  feeling  thofe  violent 
emotions  of  grief  which  fome  others  dif- 
play.  I  have  feen  a  man  fo  afieded  with 
the  grief  of  Venus,  for  the  death  o£ 
Adonis,  that  he  has  wiped  his  eyes  as  if 
he  had  been  fhedding  tears ;  and  have  heard 
another  exprefs  as  much  horror  at  the 
martyrdom  of  a  faint,   as  he  could  have 

done 
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done  had  he  been  prcfent  at  the  real  exe- 
cution. Horace*8  obfervalion  is  perfectly 
juft,  as  he  applies  it^ 

Scgnius  irritant  animos  demifla  per  aurem, 
Quim  quae  funt  oculis  fubjefta  fidelibus— * 

He  is  treating  of  dramatic  pieces ; 
Aut  agitur  res  in  fcenis^  aut  ada  refertur  f  ^ 

is  the  preceding  line.  On  the  ftage,  what 
IS  adlually  reprefented,  makes  a  ftronger 
impreflion  than  what  is  only  related  ;  and 
in  real  life,  no  doubt,  we  fhould  be  more 
(hocked  by  feeing  a  murder  committed, 
than  by  hearing  an  account  of  it.  But 
whether  feeing  a  pathetic  dory  expfefled 
in  painting,  or  hearing  it  related,  has  the 
mod:  powerful  effeO:,  is  a  different  queftion. 
1  only  fay  for  myfelf,  that,  on  contem- 
plating a  painted  tragedy,  I  can  never  help 


•What  we  hear, 


With  flower  paffion  to  the  heart  proceeds. 
Than  when  an  audience  views  the  very  deeds. 

f  The  bufinefs  of  the  drtma  mufi  appear  in  adlion  or 
defcription. 
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recoUeding  that  it  is  aded  upon  canvas. 
This  never  fails  to  dart  fuch  a  ray  of 
comfort  into  my  heart,  as  cheers  it  up, 
in  fpite  of  all  the  blood  and  carnage  I  fee 
before  my  eyes.  With  a  mind  fo  vulgarly 
fabricated,  you  will  not  be  furprifed  when 
I  acknowledge,  that  I  have  felt  more  com- 
paffion  at  the  fight  of  a  fingle  highway- 
man going  to  Tyburn,  than  at  the  maflacre 
of  two  thoufand  innocents,  though  exe- 
cuted by  Nicholas  Pouffin  himfelf.  This 
convinces  me  that  I  am  not  endued  with 
the  organs  of  a  connoifleur. 

But  if  you  are  violently  bent  upon  being 
thought  a  man  of  very  refined  tafte,  there 
are  books  in  abundance  to  be  had,  whith 
will  put  you  in  pofleffion  of  all  the  terms 
of  technical  applaufe,  or  cenfure,  and  fur- 
mfli  you  with  fuitable  expreffions  for  the 
whole  climax  of  fenfibility.  As  for  myfelf, 
I  was  long  ago  talight  a  leflbn,  which  made 
a  deep  impreffion  on  my  mind,  arid  will 

effedually 
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effedually  prevent  me  from  every  affedla*' 
uon  of  that  kind.  Very  early  in  life,  I 
refided  above  a  year  at  Paris,  and  happened 
one  day  to  accompany  five  or  fix  of  our 
countrymen,  to  view  the  pidures  in  the 
Palais  Royal.  A  gentleman  who  affeCted 
an  enthufiaftic  paffion  for  the  fine  arts, 
particularly  that  of  painting,  and  who  had 
the  greateft  defire  to  be  thought  a  con- 
noifleur,  was  of  the  party.  He  had  read 
the  lives  of  the  painters,  and  had  the 
Voyage  Pittorefque  de  Paris  by  heart. 
From  the  moment  we  entered  the  rooms  he 
began  to  difplay  all  the  refinements  of  his 
tafte  ;  he  inftrudled  us  what  to  admire,  and 
drew  us  away  with  every  fign  of  difgull 
when  we  flopped  a  moment  at  an  un- 
celebrated pidlure.  We  were  afiraid  of 
appearing  pleafed  with  any  thing  we  faw, 
till  he  informed  us  whether  or  not  it  was 
worth  looking  at.  He  fhook  his  head  at 
fome,  toffed  up  his  nofcat  others;  com- 
mended a  few,  and  pronounced  fentence 
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on  every  piece  as  he  pafTed  along,  with 
the  moft  impofing  tone  of  fagacity, — "  Bad, 
*'  that  Caravaggio  is  too  bad  indeed,  devoid 
**  of  all  grace ;  — but  here  is  a  Caracci  that 
*'  makes  amends ;  how  charming  the  grief 
"  of  that  Magdalen!  The  Virgin,  youMl 
"  obferve,  gentlemen,  is  only  fainting,  but 
"  the  Chrift  is  quite  dead.  Look  at  the 
**  arm,  did  you  ever  fee  any  t;hing  fo  dead? 
— Aye,  here's  a  Madona,  which  they  tell 
you  is  an  original,  by  Guido  ;  but  any 
body  may  fee  that  it  is  only  a  tolerable 
copy. — Pray,  gentlemen,  obferve  this  St. 
"  Sebaftian,  how  delightfully  he  expires: 
**  Don't  you  all  feel  the  arrow  in  your 
"  hearts  ?  Vm  fure  I  feel  it  in  mine.  Do 
"  let  us  move  on  j  I  fhould  die  with  agony 
**  if  I  looked  any  longer." 

We  at  length  came  to  the  St.  John,  by 
Raphael,  and  here  this  man  of  tafte  flop- 
ped (hort  in  an  extafy  of  admiration. — One 
of  the    company   had   already   pafled    it. 

Vol.  I.  F  without 
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without  minding  it,  and  was  looking  at 
another  pidure;  on  which  the  connoifleur 
bawled  out — "  Good  God,  Sir !  what  arc 
"  you  about?'*  The  honeft  gentleman 
ftarted,  and  flared  around  to  knoTv  what 
crime  he  had  been  guilty  of. 

"  Have  you  eyes  in  your  head.  Sir?" 
continued  the  connoifleur:  ".Don't  you 
"  know  St,  John  when  you  fee  him  ?** 


**  St,  John!"  replied  the  other,  in  amaze- 
ment. "  Aye,  Sir,  St.  John  the  Baptift,  in 
"  propria  perfona^^ 

"  I  don't  know  what  you  mean,  Sir,"  (aid 
the  gentleman,  peeviflily, 

"  Don't  you  ?"  rejoined  the  connoifleur ; 
"  then  ril  endeavour  to  explain  myfelf.  I 
•*  mean  St.  John  in  the  wildernefs,  by  the 
"  divine  RafFaelle  Sanzio  da  Urbino,  and 
"  there  he  ftands  by  your  fide. — Pray,  my 

4  "  dear 


'U 
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•*  dear  Sir,  will  you  be  fo  obliging  as  to 
**  beftow  a  little  of  your  attention  on  that 
"  foot  ?  Does  it  not  ftart  from  the  wall  ?  Is 
"  it  not  perfectly  out  of  the  frame  ?  Did  you 
ever  fee  fuch  colouring?  They  talk  of 
"  Titian;  can  Titian's  colouring  excel  that  ? 
**  What  truth,  what  nature  in  the  head ! 
"  To  the  elegance  of  the  antique,  here  is 
"  joined  the  fimplicity  of  nature.** 

We  ftood  liftening  in  filent  admiration, 
and  began  to  imagine  we  perceived  all  the 
perfedions  he  enumerated ;  when  a  perfon 
in  the  Duke  of  Orleans*  fervice  came  and 
informed  us,  that  the  original,  which  he 
prefumed  was  the  pifture  we  wifhed  to 
fee,  was  in  another  room;  the  Duke 
having  allowed  a  painter  to  copy  it.  T&at 
which  we  had  been  looking  at  was  a  very 
wretched  daubing,  done  from  the  original 
by  fome  obfcure  painter,  and  had  been 
thrown,  with  other  rubbifli,  into  a  corner; 
where  the  Swifs  had  accidentally  difcovered 

F  2  it, 
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it,  and  had  hung  it  up  merely  by  way  of 
covering  the  vacant  fpace  on  the  wall,  till 
the  other  fhould  be  replaced. 

How  the  connoifleur  looked  on  this  try- 
ing occafion,  I  cannot  fay.  It  would  have 
been  barbarous  to  have  turned  an  eye  upon 
him. — I  ftepped  into  the  next  room,  fully 
determined  to  be  cautious  in  deciding  oa 
the  merit  of  painting;  perceiving  that  it 
was  not  fafe,  in  this  fcienge,  to  fpeak  even 
from  the  book. 
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LETTER     VIL 

Venice. 

WE  acquire  an  early  partiality  for 
Rome,  by  reading  the  claflics,  and 
the  hiftory  of  the  ancient  republic.  Other 
parts  of  Italy  alfo  intereft  us  more  on 
account  of  their  having  been  the  refidence 
of  the  old  Romans,  than  from  the  regard 
we  pay  to  what  has  been  tranfaded  there 
during  the  laft  fourteen  or  fifteen  cen- 
turies. 

Venice  claims  no  importance  from  an- 
cient hiftory,  and  boafts  no  connexion 
with  the  Roman  republic  ;  it  fprung  from 
the  ruins  of  that  empire;  and  whatever 
its  annals  offer  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
mankind,  is  independent  of  the  prejudice 
we  feel  in  favour  of  the  Roman  name* 

F  3  The 
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The  independence  of  Venice  was  not  built 
on  ufurpation,  nor  cemented  with  blood  j 
it  was  founded  on  the  firft  law  of  human 
nature,  and  the  undoubted  rights  of  man. 

About  the  middle  of  the  fifth  centurv, 
when  Europe  formed^'one  continued  fcene 
of  violence  and   bloodflied ;    a  hatred  of 
tyranny,  a  love  of  liberty,  and  a  dread  of 
the  cruelty  of  Barbarians,    prompted   the 
Veneti,  a  people  inhabiting  a  fmall  diftri^ 
of  Italy,  a  few  of  the  inhabitants  of  Padua, 
and  fome  peafants  who  lived  on  the  fertile 
banks  of  the  Po,  to  feek  an  afylum  froai 
the  fury  of  Attila,  amongft  the  little  iflanda 
and  marfhes  at  the  bottom  of  the  Adriatic 
Gulph. 

Before  this  time,  fome  fifhermen  had 
built  fmall  houfes,  or  huts,  on  one  of  theib 
iflands,  called  Rialto.  The  city  of  Padua, 
with  a  view  to  draw  commercial  advantages 
from  this  eftablilhment,  encouraged  fome 

of 
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of  htr  inhabitants  to  fettle  there,  and  fent 
every  year  three  or  four  citizens  to  ad  as 
xnagiftrates.  When  Attila  had  taken  and 
deftroyed  Aquileia,  great  numbers  from  aU 
the  neighbouring  countries  fled  to  Rialto ; 
whofe  fize  being  augmented  by  new  houfes, 
took  the  name  of  Venice,  from  the  diftri^ 
from  which  the  greater  number  of  the 
earlieft  refugees  had  fled.  On  the  death  of 
Attila,  many  returned  to  their  former  ha- 
bitations ;  but  thofe  who  preferred  freedom 
and  fecurity  to  all  other  advantages,  re- 
mained at  Venice.  Such  was  the  beginning 
of  this  celebrated  republic.  Some  nice 
diftinguifliers  pretend,  that  this  was  the 
beginning  of  their  freedom,  but  not  of 
their  independency;  for  they  aflert,  that 
the  Venetians  were  dependent  on  Padua,  as 
their  mother  city.  It  is  certain  that  the 
Paduans  claimed  fuch  a  prerogative  over 
this  infant  ilate,  and  attempted  to  fubjed: 
her  to  fome  commercial  reflriiStions ;  thefe 

F  4  were 
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were  rejedled  by  the  Venetians,  as  arbitrary 
and  vexatio.us.  Difputes  arofe  very  dan* 
gerous  to  both ;  but  they  ended  in  Venice 
entirely  throwing  off  the  jurifdi£tion  of 
Padua.  It  is  curious,  and  not  unworthy 
of  ferious  attention  in  the  prefent  age,  to 
fee  the  parent  now  totally  fubjedled  to  the 
child,  whom  fhe  wifhed  to  retain  in  too 
rigorous  a  dependence. 

The  irruption  of  the  Lombards  into 
Italy,  while  it  fpread  havoc  and  deftru£tion 
over  the  adjacent  country,  was  the  cauie  of 
a  great  acceflion  of  ftrength  to  Venice,  by 
the  numbers  of  new  refugees  who  fled  to  it 
with  all  the  wealth  they  could  carry,  and 
became  fubjeds  of  this  ftate. 

The  Lombards  themfelves,  while  they 
eftablifhed  their  kingdom  in  the  northern 
parts  of  Italy,  and  fubdued  all  the  ancient 
diflridt  of  the  Veneti,  thought  proper  to 

leave 
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leave  this  little  ftate  unmolefted,  imagining 
that  an  attempt  againft  it  would  be  attended 
with  more  trouble  than  profit ;  and  while 
they  carried  on  more  important  conquefts, 
they  found  it  convenient  to  be  on  a  good 
footing  with  Venice,  whofe  numerous  fqua- 
drons  of  fmall  veflels  could  render  the  moft 
eflential  fervices  to  their  armies.  Accord- 
ingly leagues  and  treaties  were  formed 
occafionally  between  the  two  ftatesj  the 
Lombards  in  all  probability  imagining,  that 
it  would  be  in  their  power,  at  any  time,  to 
make  themfelves  mafters  of  this  inconfider- 
able  republic.  •  But  when  that  people  had 
fully  eftablifhed  their  new  l$ingdom,  and 
were  free  from  the  expence  of  other  wars, 
they  then  found  Venice  fo  much  increafed 
in  ftrength,  that,  however  much  they  might 
have  wifhed  to  comprehend  it  within  their 
dominions,  it  appeared  no  longer  confiftent 
with  found  policy  to  make  the  attempt. 
They  therefore  chofe  rather  to  confirm  their 
ancient  alliance  by  frefh  treaties. 

When 
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When  Charlemagne  OTCitumed  the 
kingdom  of  the  Lombards,  and,  after  having 
fent  their  king  Didier  prifoner  to  France^ 
was  crowned  emperor  at  Rome,  by  Leo 
the  Third, — the  Venetian  ftate  culrivated 
the  favour  of  that  conqueror  with  fo  much 
addrefs,  that,  inftead  of  attempting  any 
thing  againil  their  independence,  he  con- 
firmed  the  treaty  they  had  made  with  the 
Lombards ;  by  which,  among  other  things^ 
the  limits,  or  boundaries,  between  the  two 
ftates,  were  afcertained. 

In  the  wars  with  the  eaftern  empire,  and 
in  thofe  of  later  date  between  France  and 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  Venice  always  endea- 
voured to  avoid  the  refentment  of  either  of 
the  contending  parties ;  fecretly,  however, 
afUfting  that  which  was  at  the  greateft 
diftance  from  her  own  dominions,  and,  of 
confequence,  the  lead  formidable  to  her. 
Thofe  great  powers,  on  their  parts,  were  fo 
eager  to  humble,  or  deftroy,  each  other, 

that 
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that  the  rifing  vigour  of  Venice  was  per- 
mitted to  grow,  for  ages,  almoft  unobferved. 
Like  the  fame  of  Marcellus,  it  might  have 
been  faid  of  that  republic, 

Crefcit  occulto  velut  arbor  aevo*. 

And  when,  at  length,  fhe  began  to  excite 
the  jealoufy  of  the  great  ftates  of  Europe, 
fhe  had  acquired  Arength  and  revenues 
fufficient  to  refift  not  only  one,  but  great 
combinations  of  thofe  powers  leagued  for 
her  deftrudion. 

This  republic,  in  its  various  periods  of 
increafe,  of  meridian  fplendor,  and  of  de- 
clenfion,  has  already  exifted  for  a  longer 
time  than  any  other  of  which  hiftory 
makes  mention.  The  Venetians  themfel  ve$ 
aflert,  that  this  duration  is  owing  to  the 
excellent  materials  of  which  their  govern- 
ment has  been  compofed,  by  which  they 


*  Like  a  yoothful  tree,  of  growth 

InfcDiiblex  high  ihoots  his  fpreading  fame. 


Francis. 

imagine 


\ 
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imagine  it  has  long  (ince  been  brought  to 
the  higheft  degree  of  perfeclion. 

As  I  have  beftowed  fome  time  (ince  we 
came  hither  in  confidering  the  Venetian 
hiftory  and  government,  I  fliall,  in  my 
next,  take  a  general  view  of  thofe  boafled 
materials,  that  we  may  be  able  to  judge 
whether  or  not  this  high  eulogium  is  well 
founded* 
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LETTER    Vin. 


Venice, 

THE  lirft  form  of  government  efta- 
blifhed  at  Venice,  was  purely  de* 
mocratical.  Magiftrates  were  chofen  by  a 
general  aflembly  of  the  people :  they  were 
called  Tribunes ;  and  as  this  fmall  com- 
munity inhabited  feveral  little  iflands,  a 
Tribune  was  appointed  to  judge  caufes,  and 
diftribute  juftice,  on  each  of  thofe  iflands. 
His  power  was  continued  one  year ;  at  the 
expiration  of  which,  he  was  accountable 
for  his  condu(9:  to  the  general  aflembly  of 
the  people,  who  annually  elefted  a  new  fet 
of  Tribunes. 

This  fimple  form  of  government,  while 
it  marks  a  flri£t  regard  to  that  freedom  fo 

I  delightful 
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delightful  to  the  mind  of  man,  was  found 
fufficient,  for  the  fpace  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  years,  to  maintain  order  in  a  fmall 
community,  fituated  as  this  was.  At 
length  the  bad  adminiftration  of  feme  of 
the  Tribunes,  difcord  and  animofity  among 
others,  and  fome  fufpicions  that  the  Lom- 
bards promoted  civil  diflenfion,  with  a  view 
to  bring  the  republic  under  their  dominion, 
awakened  the  fears  of  the  people,  and  made 
them  liften  to  the  opinions  of  thofe  ivho 
thought  a  change  in  the  form  of  govcrn'- 
ment  neceflary. 

« 

After  various  debates  and  propofals,  it 
was  finally  determined,  that  a  chief  ma* 
giftrate  fhould  be  eleded,  as  the  centre  of 
public  authority,  whofe  power  might  give 
fuch  vigour  and  efficacy  to  the  laws,  as  was 
ablblutely  neceflary  in  times  of  danger, 
and  whofe  duty  fhould  be,  to  diredt  the 
force  of  the  refources  of  the  ftate  with 
promptitude  j   uncramped  by  that  oppofi- 

tion. 
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tion,  and  confequent  dilatorinefs,  which 
had  been  too  apparent  under  the  Tribunes* 
This  magiftrate  was  not  be  named  King, 
but  Duke,  which  has  (ince  been  corrupted 
to  Doge  J  the  office  was  not  to  be  here- 
ditary, but  eledive ;  and  the  Doge  was  to 
enjoy  it  for  life.  It  was  agreed  that  he 
ihould  have  the  nomination  of  all  the  in- 
ferior magiftrates,  and  the  power  of  mak- 
ing peace,  and  declaring  war,  without 
confulting  any  but  fuch  of  the  citizens  as 
he  ihould  think  proper. 

When  the  eleftion  took  place,  all  the 
fulFrages  fell  upon  Paul  Luc  Anafefte,  who 
entered  into  this  new  office  in  the  year 
697. 

The  Venetians  muft  certainly  have  felt 
great  inconveniencies  from  their  former 
government,  or  have  been  under  great 
dread  from  domeflic  or  foreign  enemies, 

before 
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before  they  could  fubmit  to  fuch  a  funda« 
mental    change    in  the    naturle    of    their 
conditution.       It    is    evident,     that,      on 
this    occafion,    they    feem    to    have    loft 
that   jealous    attention    to    liberty    which 
they  formerly  poffeffed  j    for   while   they 
withheld  from  their  chief  magiftrate    the 
name,  they  left  him  all  the  power,  of  a 
King.      There    is    no   period   when  real 
and  enlightened  patriots  ought  to  watch 
with  more  vigilance  over  the  rights  of  the 
people,    than    in    times   of   danger   from 
foreign  enemies  ;    for  the  public  in  general 
are  then  fo  much  engroflcd  by  the  dangers 
from  without,  that  they  overlook  the  ea- 
ctoachments  which  arc  more  apt,  at  thofe 
times  than  any  other,  to  be  made  on  their 
conftitution  from  within  :  and  it  is  of  fmall 
importance  that  men  defend  their  country 
from  foreign  foes,  uiilefcj  ihcy  rcLain  fuch  a 
fliare   of  internal   freedom,  as   renders   a 
country  worth  the  dcfcn:l:ng. 

It 
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It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  great 
degree  of  popularity  which  their  firft  Doge 
had  acquired  before  he  arrived  at  that 
dignity,  and  the  great  confidence  the  people 
had  in  his  public  and  private  virtues,  ren- 
dered therti  unwilling  to  limit  the  power 
of  a  perfon,  who,  they  were  convinced, 
would  make  a  good  ufe  of  it.  If  the  man 
had  been  immortal,  and  incorruptible,  they 
would  have  been  in  the  right :  however, 
it  muft  be  confefled,  that  this  Doge  juftified 
their  good  opinion  more  than  favourites  of 
the  people  generally  do. 

In  the  councils  which  he  called  on  any 
matter  of  importance,  he  fent  meflages 
to  thofe  citizens,  for  whofe  judgment  he 
had  the  greateft  efteem,  prbying^  that  they 
would  come,  and  affift  him  with  their 
advice.  This  method  was  obferved  after- 
wards by  fucceeding  Doges,  and  the  citi- 
zens fo  fent  for  were  called  Prcgadi.  The  . 
Doge's    council    are    ftill   called   Pregadi, 

Vol*  I.  G  though 
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though  they  have  long  fat  independent  of 
his  invitation. 

The  firft  and  fecond  Doge  governed 
with  moderation  and  ability ;  but  the  third 
gave  the  Venetians  reafon  to  repent  that 
they  had  not  confined  the  powers  of  their 
chief  magiftrate  within  narrower  limits* 
After  having  ferved  the  ftate  by  his  mili- 
tary talents,  he  endeavoured  to  enflave  it; 
his  projects  were  difcovered ;  but  as  the 
improvident  people,  in  the  lad  arrangement 
of  their  conftitution,  had  preferved  no  legal 
remedy  for  fuch  an  evil,  they  were  obliged 
to  ufe  the  only  means  now  in  their  powen 
They  aflaulted  the  Doge  in  his  palace^ 
Und  put  him  to  death  without  farther 
ceremony. 

The  people  had  conceived  fo  much  hatred 
for  him,  that,  after  his  death,  they  refolved 
to  aboliih  the  office.  In  the  general  a(Iem« 
bly  it  was  agreed,  that  the  chief  magiflrate^ 

for 
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for  the  future,  fliould  be  eleded  every  year ; 
that  he  fhould  have  the  fame  power  as 
formerly,  while  he  remained  in  office  ;  but, 
as  this  was  to  be  for  a  fliort  time,  they 
imagined  he  would  behave  with  equity  and 
moderation  ;  and  as  they  had  an  equal  dif- 
like  to  Doge  and  Tribune,  he  was  called 
Matter  of  the  Militia^ 


The  form  of  government  introduced  by 
this  revolution,  was  but  of  fhort  duration. 
Factions  arofe,  and  became  too  violent  for 
the  tranfient  authority  of  the  Mafters  of  the 
Militia  to  reftrain.  The  office  expired  five 
years  after  its  inftitution ;  and,  by  one  of 
thofe  flrange  and  unaccountable  changes  of 
fentiment,  to  which  the  multitude  are  fo 
fubjedt,  the  authority  of  the  Doge  was 
reftored  in  the  perfon  of  the  fon  of  their 
lad  Doge,  whom,  in  a  fit  of  furious  dif* 
content,  they  had  aiTaffinated.  This  re- 
fioration  happened  about  the  year  730. 

G  2  For 
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For  a  long  time  after  this,  the  Venetian 
annals  difplay  many  dreadful  fcenes  of 
cruelty,  revolt,  and  aflaflination  ;  Doges 
abufing  their  power,  endeavouring  to  efta- 
blifli  a  permanent  and  hereditary  defpotifna, 
by  having  their  eldeft  fons  aflbciatcd  in  the 
office  with  themfelves,  and  then  opprefling 
the  people  with  double  violence.  The 
people,  on  the  other  hand,  after  bearing, 
with  the  moft  abje£t  patience,  the  capri- 
cious cruelty  of  their  tyrants,  rifing  at 
once,  and  murdering  them,  or  driving 
them,  with  ignominy,  out  of  their  do- 
minions. Unable  to  bear  either  limited  or 
abfolute  government,  the  impatient  and  ca- 
pricious multitude  wifh  for  things  which  have 
always  been  found  incompatible :  thcfecrecy, 
promptitude,  and  efficacy,  of  a  defpotic  go- 
vernment, with  all  the  freedom  and  mildnefs 
of  a  legal  and  limited  conilitution. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  Doge 
was,  even  in  a  fmall  degree,  popular,  he 

feldom 
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feldom  found  any  difficulty  in  getting  his  fon 
elected  his  affociate  in  the  fovereign  autho- 
rity ;  and  when  that  was  not  the  cafe,  there 
are  many  inilancs  of  the  fon  being  chofea 
diredly  on  the  death  of  his  father. 

Yet,  about  the  middle  of  the  tenth  cen- 
tury, the  fon  of  the  Doge,  Peter  Candiano, 
took  arms,  and  rebelled  againfl  his  father. 
Being  foon  after  defeated,  and  brought  in 
chains  to  Venice,  he  was  condemned  to 
banifhment,  and  declared  incapable  of 
being  ever  elefted  Doge.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  this  worthlefs  perfon  was  a  great 
favourite  of  the  people ;  for  no  fooner  was 
his  father  dead,  than  he  was  chofen  to 
fucceed  him,  and  conducted,  in  great  pomp, 
from  Ravenna,  the  place  of  his  exile,  to 
Venice. 

The  Venetians  were  feverely  puniflied 
for  thijS  inftance  of  levity.    Their  new  Doge 

G  3  {hewed 
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ihewed  himfelf  as  tyrannical  in  the  cha** 
rafter  of  a  fovereign,  as  he  had  been  un- 
dutiful  in  that  of  a  fon.  He  became,  a 
monfter  of  pride  and  cruelty.  The  people 
began  to  murmur,  and  he  became  fufcep- 
tible  of  that  terror  which  ufually  accom- 
panies tyrants.  He  eftabliftied  a  body  of 
life-guards  to  defend  his  perfon,  and 
lodged  them  within  the  palace.  This  in- 
novation filled  the  people  with  indig- 
nation, and  awakened  all  their  fury.  They 
attack  the  palace,  are  repulfed  by  the 
guards,  and  fet  fire  to  the  contiguous 
houfes.  The  wretched  Doge,  in  danger  of 
being  confumed  by  the  flames,  appears  at 
the  gate  of  the  palace,  with  his  infant  fon 
in  his  arms,  imploring  the  compaffion  of 
the  multitude :  they,  inexorable  as  daemons, 
tear  in  pieces  both  father  and  child.  At 
fuch  an  inftance  of  favage  fury  the  human 
affeftions  revolt  from  the  oppreflTed  people, 
and  take  part  with  their  oppreflbr.      We 

almoft 
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flilmoft  wiih  he  had  lived,  that  he  might 
have  fwept  from  the  earth  a  fet  of  wretches 
more  barbarous  than  himf^lf. 

Having  fpent  their  fury  in  the  de- 
ilru£lion  of  the  tyrant^  they  leave  the  ty- 
ranny as  before.  No  meafures  are  taken 
to  limit  the  power  of  the  Doge^ 

For  fome  time  after  this,  a  fpirit  of 
fuperftition  feemed  to  lay  hold  of  thofe 
who  filled  that  office,  as  if  they  had  in- 
tended to  e^iate  the  pride  of  the  late 
tyrant  by  their  own  humility.  His  three 
immediate  fucceflbrs,  after  each  of  them 
had  reigned  a  few  years  with  applaufe, 
abandoned  their  dignity,  (hut  themfelves 
up  in  convents,  and  pa0ed  the  latter  years 
of  their  lives  as  Monks. 

Whatever  contempt  thofe  pious  Doges 
difplayed  for  worldly  things,  their  example 
made  little  impreffion   on  their  fubjeds, 

G  4  who. 
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who,  about  this  time,  began  to  monopolize 
the  trade  and  riches  of  Europe.  And  fome 
years  after,  when  all  Chriftendom  was 
feized  with  the  religious  phrcnzy  of  re- 
covering the  Holy  Land,  the  Venetians  kept 
fo  pcrfcdlly  free  from  the  general  infedlion^ 
that  they  did  not  fcruple  to  fupply  the 
Saracens  with  arms  and  ammunition,  in 
fj>itc  of  the  cdids  of  their  Doges,  and  the 
rcmonftranccs  of  the  Pope,  and  other  pious 
princes. 

Thofe  commercial  cafuifls  declared,  that 
religion  is  one  thing,  and  trade  another; 
that,  as  children  of  the  church,  they  were 
willing  to  believe  all  that  their  mother  re- 
quired ;  but,  as  merchants,  they  mull  carry 
their  goods  to  the  heft  market. 

In  my  next,  I  fliall  proceed  with  my 
review  of  the  Venetian  government. 
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LETTER    IX. 


Vcnice- 

THE  minds  of  the  Venetians  were  not 
fo  totally  engrofled  by  commercial 
ideas,  as  to  make  them  negledl  other  means 
of  aggrandizing  their  ftate.  All  Iftria  fub- 
mitted  itfelf  to  their  government :  many  of 
the  free  towns  of  Dalmatia,  haraflfed  by 
the  Narentincs,  a  nation  of  robbers  and 
pirates  on  that  coaft,  did  the  fame.  Thofe 
towns  which  refufed,  were  reduced  to  obedi- 
ence by  Peter  Urfeolo,  the  Doge  of  Venice, 
who  had  been  fent  with  a  fleet  againft  them, 
in  the  year  i  ooo.  He  carried  his  arms  alfo 
into  the  country  of  the  Narentines,  and  de- 
flroyed  many  of  their  towns. 

On  his  return  it  was  determined,  in  a 
general  aflembly  of  the  people,  that  the 

conquered 
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conquered  towns  and  provinces  fhould  bo 
governed  by  magiftrates  fent  from  Venice* 
Thofe   magiftrates,   called   Podeftas,    v^cre 
appointed  by  the  Doge.     The  inhabitants 
of  thofe    new-acquired   towns    were    not 
admitted   to  the  privileges  of  citizens   of 
Venice,  nor  allowed  to  vote  at  the  genera} 
afTembly  :  the  fame  rule  was  obferved  i^^ith 
regard   to  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  do- 
minions  afterwards   acquired   by  the    re- 
public.     It  will  readily  occur,  that   this 
acceffion  of  dominions  to  the  ftate,  greatly 
augmented  the  influence  and  power  of  the 
chief  magiftrate :    this,  and  the  pradice  of 
aflbciating  the  fon  of  the  Doge  with  his 
father,  raifed  jealoufies  among  the  people  j 
and  a  law  was  made,  abolifhing  fuch  allcH* 
ciations  for  the  future. 

In  the  year  1173,  after  the  aflaffinatiou 
of  the  Doge  Michieli,  a  far  more  important 
alteration  took  place  in  the  government* 
At  this  time,  there  was  no  other  tribunal  at 

Venice 
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Venice  than  that  of  forty  judges.  This 
court  had  been  eftablifhed  msiny  years  be- 
fore :  it  took  cognizance  of  all  caufes,  civil 
as  well  as  criminal,  and  was  called  the 
Council  of  Forty.  This  body  of  men,  in  the 
midft  of  the  diforder  and  confuGon  which 
fallowed  the  murder  of  the  Doge,  formed 
a  plan  of  new-modelling  the  government. 

Hitherto  the  people  had  retained  great 
privileges.  They  had  votes  in  the  aflem- 
blies  ;  and,  although  the  defcendants  of  the 
ancient  tribunes,  and  of  the  Doges,  formed 
a  kind  of  nobility,  yet  they  had  no  legal 
privileges,  or  exclufive  jurifdiGion ;  no- 
thing to  diftinguifli  them  from  their  fellow- 
citizens,  but  what  their  riches,  or  the  fpon- 
taneous  refpefl:  paid  to  the  antiquity  of  their 
families,  gave  them.  Any  citizen,  as  well  as 
they,  might  be  eleded  to  a  public  office. 
To  acquire  the  honours  of  the  ftate,  it  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  greateft  and 
proudeft  Venetian,  to  cultivate  the  good- 
will 
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will  of  the  multitude,  whofe  voice  alone 
could  raifc  him  to  the  rank  of  Doge,  and 
whofe  rage  had  thrown  fo  many  from  that 
envied  fituation.  The  inconveniences,  the 
difcord,  and  confufion,  of  fuch  a  mixed  mul* 
titude,  had  been  long  felt;  but  nobody  had 
hitherto  had  the  boldnefs  to  ilrike  at  thb 
eftabliflbed  right  of  the  people. 

The  city  was  divided  into  fix  parts, 
called  Seftiers.  The  Council  of  Forty  pro- 
cured it  to  be  eftablifhed,  in  the  firft  place, 
that  each  of  thofe  feftiers  Ihould  annually 
name  two  eleftors  ;  that  thofe  twelve  elec- 
tors fliould  have  the  right  of  chufing, 
from  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  four 
hundred  and  feventy  counfellorfs,  who 
fliouId  be  called  the  Grand  Council,  and 
who  (hould  have  the  fame  power,  in  all 
refpefts,  which  the  general  aflembly  of  the 
people  formerly  enjoyed. 

It  was  pretended,  that  this  regulation  was 
contrived  merely  to  prevent  confufion,  and 

to 
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to  eftablifix  regularity  ia  the  great  national 
aflembly ;  that  the  people's  right  of  eledion 
remained  as  before;  and,  by  changing  the 
counfellors  yearly,  thofe  who  were  not 
eleded  one  year  might  retain  hopes  of  being 
chofen  the  next.  The  people  did  not  per- 
ceive that  this  law  would  be  fatal  to  their 
importance :  it  proved,  however,  the  found- 
ation of  the  ariftocracy,  which  was  foon 
after  eftablifhed,  and  ftill  fubfifts. 

The  forty  judges  next  propofcd  another 
regulation,  ftill  more  delicate  and  import- 
ant. That,  to  prevent  the  tumults  and 
diforders  which  were  expedted  at  the  im- 
pending eledion  of  a  Doge,  they  fhould 
(for  that  time  only)  name  eleven  com- 
miffioners,  from  thofe  of  the  higheft  re- 
putation for  judgment  and  integrity  in  the 
ftate  ;  that  the  choice  of  a  Doge  fhould  be 
left  to  thofe  commiflioners,  nine  fuffrages 
being  indifpenfably  requifite  to  make  the 
ele^^ion  valid. 

3  This 
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This  evidently  pointed  at  the  exclufion 
of  the  people  from  any  concern  whatever 
in  the  creation  of  the  chief  magiftfate,  and 
certainly  was  the  objedt  in  view ;  yet,  as  it 
was  propofed  only  as  a  temporary  expe- 
dient, to  prevent  diforders,  when  men^s 
minds  were  irritated  againfl  each  other, 
and  factions  ran  high, — the  regulation  was 
agreed  to. 

Having,  with  equal  dexterity  and  fticcels, 
fixed  thofe  reftraints  on  the  power  of  the 
people,  the  Council  of  Forty  turned  their 
attention,  in  the  next  place,  towards  limits 
ing  the  authority  of  the  Doge.     This  was 
coniidered  as  too  exorbitant,  even  for  good 
men ;    and,  in  the  hands  of  wicked  men^ 
had  always  been  perverted  to  the  purpofes 
of  tyranny,  and  for  which  no  remedy  had 
hitherto  been  found,  but  what  was  almoft 
as  bad  as  the  evils  themfelves;   revolt  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  and  all  the  horrors 
and  excefles  with  which  fuch  an  expedient 

13  w 
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is  tifually  accompanied.  The  Tribunal  of 
Forty  therefore  propofed,  that  the  Grand 
Council  fliould  annually  appoint  fix  perfons, 
one  from  each  divifion  of  the  city,  who 
fliould  form  the  privy  council  of  the  Doge ; 
and,  without  their  approbation,  none  of  his 
orders  fliould  be  valid  :  fo  that,  inftead  of 
appointing  his  own  privy  <:ounciI,  which 
had  been  the  cuftom  hitherto,  the  authority 
of  the  chief  magiftrate  would,  for  the  fu- 
ture, in  a  great  meafure  depend  on  fix  men, 
who,  themfelves,  depended  on  the  Grand 
Council.  To  be  conftantly  furrounded  by 
fuch  a  fet  of  counfellors,  inftead  of  creatures 
of  his  own,  however  reafonable  it  may  feem 
in  the  eyes  of  the  impartial,  would  have 
been  confidered  by  one,  in  pofleflion  of  the 
dignity  of  Doge,  as  a  moft  intolerable  in- 
novation, and  probably  would  have  been 
oppofed  by  all  his  influence ;  but  there  was 
no  Doge  exifting  when  the  propofal  was 
made,  and  confequently  it  paflfed  into  a  law 
ivith  univerlal  approbation. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly,  it  was  propofed  to  form  a  fenate^ 
confiding  of  fixty  members,  which  \ircre 
to  be  elefted,  annually,  out  of  the  Grand 
Council.  This  aflembly  was  in  the  room 
of  that  which  the  Doge  formerly  had  the 
power  of  convoking,  on  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions,  by  fending  meflages,  praying  cer- 
tain citizens  to  come  and  aflifl  him  with 
their  advice.  The  members  of  the  new 
fenate,  more  fixed  and  more  independent 
than  thofe  of  the  old,  are  ftill  called  the 
Pregadi.  This  alfo  was  agreed  to  without 
oppofition ;  and,  immediately  after  the  fu- 
neral of  the  late  Doge,  all  thofe  regulations 
took  place. 

They  began  by  chufmg  the  grand 
council  of  four  hundred  and  feventy,  then 
the  fenate  of  fixty,  then  the  fix  counfellors, 
and  laftly,  the  eleven  eledors.  Thefe  laft 
were  publicly  fworn,  that,  in  the  eledliou 
now  entrufled  to  them,  rejeding  every 
motive  of  private  intereft,  they  fhould  give 

their 
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their  voices  for  that  perfon,  whofe  elcvatioii 
to  the  dignity  of  Doge  they  believed^  in 
their  confciehces,  would,  prove  moft  for 
the  advantage  of  the  States 

After  this,  they  retired  to  a  chamber  of 
the  palace,  and  Orio  Malipier,  one  of  the 
eleven,  had  the  votes  of  his  ten  colleagues  j 
but  he,  with  a  modcfty  which  feems  to 
have  been  unafiedted,  declined  the  office, 
and  ufed  all  his  influence  with  the  eledprs 
to  make  choice  of  Sebaflian  Ziani^  a  man 
diftinguiihed  in  the  republic  on  account 
of  his  talents,  his  wealth,  and  his  virtues ; 
afTuring  them  that,  in  the  prefent  emer-- 
gency,  be  was  a  more  proper  perfon  than 
himfelf  for  the  office.  Such  was  their 
opinion  of  Malipier*s  judgment,  that  his 
colleagues  adopted  his  opinion,  and  Ziani 
was  unanimoufly  elected. 

As  this  mode  of  eledtion  was  quite  new, 

and  as  there  was  reafon  to  imagine  that 

Vol.  I.  H  the 
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the  bulk  of  the  people,  on  reflodion,  woukl 
not  greatly  approve  of  it,  and  that  the  new 
Doge  would  not  be  received  with  the  ufual 
acclamations,  Ziani  took  care  that  great 
quantities  of  money  fhould  be  thrown 
among  the  multitude,  when  he  was  firft 
prefented  to  them.  No  Doge  was  ever  re« 
ceived  with  louder  acclamations. 


During  the  reign  of  Ziani,  the  fingulaf 
ceremony  of  efpoufing  the  fea  was  firft 

inftituted. 

Pope  Alexander  the  Third,  to  avoid  the 
refentment  of  the  emperor  Frederic  Bar« 
baroifa,  had  taken  refuge  at  Venice,  and 
was  protedled  by  that  State,  The  emperor 
fent  a  powerful  fleet  againft  it,  under  the 
command  of  his  fon  Otho.  Ziani  met  him 
with  the  fleet  of  Venice.  A  very  obftioate 
engagement  enfued,  in  which  the  Vene- 
tians were  vidorious.  Tlie  Doge  returned 
in  triumph,  with  thirty  of  the  enemy *8 

Teflels^ 
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Vcflels,  in  one  of  which  was  their  cora- 
mander  Otho.  All  the  inhabitants  of 
Venice  niftied  to  the  fea-fhore,  to  meet 
their  vidorious  Doge:  the  .Pope  himfelf 
came,  attended  by  the  fenate  and  clergy. 
After  embracing  Ziani,  his  Holinefs  pre- 
iented  him  with  a  ting,  faying,  with  a  loud 
voice,  "  Take  this  ring ;  ufe  it  as  a  chain 
to  retain  the  fea,  henceforth,  in  fub- 
jcdion  to  the  Venetian  empire ;  efpoufe 
"  the  fea  with  this  ring,  and  let  the  mar- 
"  riage  be  folemnized  annually,  by  you 
**  and  your  fucceflbrs,  to  the  end  of  time, 
"  that  the  lateft  pofterity  may  know  that 
"  Venice  has  acquired  the  empire  of  the 
"  waves,  and  that  the  fea  is  fubjedled  to 
•*  you,  as  a-  wife  is  to  her  hufband.'* 

As  this  fpeech  came  from  the  head  of 
the  church,  people  were  not  furprifed  to 
find  it  a  little  myfterious ;  and  the  mul- 
titude, without  confidering  whether  it  con- 
tained much  reafon  or  common  fcnfe,  re- 
Hi  2  ceived 
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ceived  it  with  the  greateft  applaufe.  The 
marriage  has  been  regularly  celebrated  every 
year  fince  that  time. 

After  the  death  of  Ziani,  if  the  terms 
which  had  been  agreed  upon,  previous  to 
the  elcdion,  had  been  literally  adhered  to, 
the  grand  council  of  four  hundred  and 
feventy  would  have  proceeded  to  choofe  a 
Doge,  limply  by  the  plurality  of  votes ;  but, 
for  fome  reafon  which  is  not  now  known, 
that  method  was  waved,  and  the  following 
adopted.  Four  perfons  were  chofen  by  the 
grand  council,  each  of  whom  had  the 
power  of  naming  ten  j  and  the  whole  forty 
had  the  appointing  of  the  Doge. 

Their  choice  fell  upon  the  fame  Orio 
Malipier,  who  had  declined  the  dignity  in 
favour  of  his  friend  Ziani. 


Under  the  adminiftration  of  Malipier, 
two  new  forms  of  magiftracy  were  created  ; 

the 
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the  firft  was  *hat  of  the  Avogadors,  Their 
duty  is  to  take  care  that  the  laws  in  being 
fhall  be  punAually  executed ;  and  while  it 
is  the  bufinefs  of  other  magiftrates  to  pro- 
ceed againft  the  tranfgreflbrs  of  the  laws,  it 
is  theirs  to  bring  a  procefs  againft  thofe 
magiftrates  who  negled:  to  put  them  in 
execution.  They  decide  alfo  on  the  nature 
of  accufations,  and  determine  before  which 
of  the  courts  every  caufe  fhall  be  brought, 
not  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  either  of 
the  parties  to  carry  a  caufe  to  a  high  court, 
which  is  competent  to  be  tried  by  one  lefs 
expenfive ;  and  no  refolution  of  the  grand 
council,  or  fenate,  is  valid,  nnlefs,  at  leaft, 
one  of  the  three  Avogadors  be  prefent 
during  the  deliberation.  It  is  alfo  the  duty 
of  the  Avogadors  to  keep  the  originals  of 
all  the  decifions  and  regulations  of  the 
grand  council  and  fenate,  and  to  order 
them,  and  all  other  laws,  to  be  read  over, 
whenever  they  think  proper,  by  way  of  re- 
frefhing  the  memories  of  the  fenators.     If 

H  3  the 
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the  fenators  are  obliged  to  attend  during  thofe 
ledurcs,  this  is  a  very  formidable  power 
indeed.  I  am  acquainted  with  fenators  in 
another  country,  who  would  fooner  give 
their  judges  the  power  of  putting  them  to 
death  at  once,  in  a  lefs  lingering  mfinner. 

The  fecond  clafs  of  magiftrates,  created 
at  this  time,  was  that  called  Judges  al  Fo- 
reftieri ;  there  are  alfo  three  of  theiiit  It 
is  their  duty  to  decide,  in  all  caufes  bc^ 
tween  citizens  and  ftrangers,  and  in  all  dis- 
putes which  ftrangers  have  with  each  other. 
This  inftitution  w^as  peculiarly  expedient, 
at  a  time  when  the  refort  from  all  countries 
to  Venice  was  very  great,  both  on  account 
of  commerce,  and  of  the  Crufades, 

In  the  year  1192,  after  a  very  able  ad- 
miniftration,  Malipier,  who  was  of  a  very 
philofophical  turn  of  mind,  abdicated  the 
office  of  Doge,  and  Henry  Dandolo  wa$ 
elected  in  his  place. 

I  am 
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I  am  a  great  deal  too  much  fatigued 
with  the  preceding  narrative,  to  accom- 
pany one  of  his  adlive  and  enterprifing 
genius  at  prefent ;  and  I  have  good  reafon 
to  fufpe£t,  that  you  alfo  have  been,  for 
fome  time  paft,  inclined  to  repofe. 


II  4 
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LETTER     X. 


Venice. 


HENRY  Dandolo,  had,  in  his  early 
years,  pafled,  with  general  appro- 
bation, through  many  of  the  fubordinate 
offices  of  government ;  and  had,  a  few 
years  before  he  was  ele&ed  to  the  dignity 
of  Doge,  been  Ambaflador  at  the  court  of 
Manuel,  the  Greek  emperor,  at  Conftanr 
tinople.  There,  on  account  of  his  inflexible 
integrity,  and  his  refufing  to  enter  into 
the  views  pf  Manuel,  which  he  thought 
contrary  to  the  intereft  pf  his  country,  his 
eyes  were  almoft  entirely  put  out,  by  order 
of  that  tyrant.  Notwithftanding  this  im- 
pediment, and  his  great  age,  being  above 
eighty,  he  was  now  eleded  to  the  office  of 
Doge. 

At 
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At  this  time,  fome  of  the  moft  powerful 
princes  and  nobles  of  France  and  Flanders, 
inftigated  by  the  zeal  of  Innocent  the  Third, 
and  ftill  more  by  their  own  pious  fervour, 
refolved,  in  a  fourth  crufade,  to  attempt 
the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  the 
fepulchre  of  Cbrifl:,  from  the  hands  of 
Infidels;  and  being,  by  the  fate  of  others, 
taught  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  tranf- 
porting  armies  by  land,  they  refolved  to 
take  their  paflage  from  Europe  to  Afia  by 
fea.  On  this  occafion  they  applied  to  the 
Venetian  State,  who  not  only  agreed  to 
fumiih  ihip$  for  the  tranfpprtation  of  the 
army,  but  alfo  to  join,  with  an  arm$d  fleet, 
as  principals  in  the  expedition. 

The  French  army  arrived  foon  after  id 
the  Venetian  State ;  but  fo  ill  had  they  cal- 
culated, that,  when  every  thing  was  ready 
for  the  embarkation,  part  of  the  fum  which 
they  had  agreed  to  pay  for  the  tranfporting 
their  troops,  was  deficient.    This  occafiqned 

difputes 
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difputes  betweea  the  French  leaders  and 
the  State,  which  the  Doge  put  an  end  to, 
by  propofing,  that  they  (hould  pay  in  milU 
tary  fervices  what  they  could  not  fumi£h  in 
money.  This  was  accepted,  and  the  firft 
exploits  of  the  Crufade  army  were,  the  re- 
dudtion  of  the  town  of  Zara,  and  other 
places  in  Dalmatia,  which  had  revolted 
from  the  Venetians.  It  had  been  previoufly 
agreed,  that,  after  this  fervice,  the  army 
ihould  embark  immediately  for  Egypt ;  but 
Dandolo,  who  had  another  projedl  more  at 
heart,  reprefented  that  the  feafon  was  too 
far  advanced,  and  found  means  to  perfuad^ 
the  French  army  to  winter  in  Dalmatia, 

During  this  interval,  Dandolo,  availing 
himfelf  of  fome  favourable  circumftances^ 
had  the  dexterity  to  determine  the  French 
Crufaders,  in  fpite  of  the  interdidion  of 
the  Pope,  to  join  with  the  Venetian  forces, 
and  to  carry  their  arms  againfl  the  em- 
peror of  Conflantinople  j  an  expedition 
5  ^hich. 
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which,  Dandolo  afferted,  would  facilitate 
their  original  plan  againft  the  Holy  Land, 
and  which,  he  was  convinced,  would  be 
attended  with  far  greater  advantages  to  both 
parties. 

The  crown  of  Conftantinople  was  never 
furrounded  with  greater  dangers,  nor  has  it 
ever  known  more  fudden  revolutions,  than 
at  this  period, 

Manuel,  who  had  treated  Dandolo,  while 
ambaflador,  with  fo  much  barbarity,  had 
been  precipitated  from  the  throne.  His  im- 
mediate fucceffor  had,  a  fliort  time  after,  ex- 
perienced the  fame  fate.  Betrayed  by  his 
own  brother,  his  eyes  had  been  put  out^ 
and,  in  that  deplorable  condition,  he.  was 
kept  clofe  prifoner  by  the  ufurper.  The 
fon  of  this  unfortunate  man  had  efcaped 
from  Conftantinople,  and  had  arrived  at 
Venice,  to  implore  the  protedion  of  tliat 
State ;  the  compaffion  which  his  misfortune 

naturally 
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naturally  excited,  had  confiderable  tSkO:  la 
promoting  the  Doge's  favourite  fcheme  of 
leading  the  French  and  Venetian  forces 
againft  Conftantinople,  The  indefatigable 
Dandolo  went,  in  perfon,  at  the  head  of 
his  countrymen.  The  united  army  beat  the 
troops  of  the  ufurper  in  repeated  battles, 
obliged  him  to  fly  from  Conftantinople, 
placed  his  brother  on  the  throne,  and 
ftored  to  him  his  fon  Alexis,  vrho  had 
obliged  to  take  refuge  at  Venice,  from  the 
cruelty  of  his  uncle,  and  had  accompanied 
Dandolo  in  this  fuccefsful  enterprife. 

A  mifunderfti^nding  foon  after  enfued 
between  the  united  armies  and  Alexis,  now 
afTociated  with  his  father  on  the  throne  of 
Conftantinople.  The  Greeks  murmured  at 
the  favour  which  their  emperor  fhewed  to 
thofe  foreigners,  and  thought  his  liberality 
to  them  inconfiftent  with  his  duty  to  his 
own  fubjefts.  The  Crufaders,  on  the 
other  hand,  imagined,  that  all  the  wejilth 

of 
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6f  his  empire  was  hardly  fufEcient  to  repay 
the  obligations  he  owed  to  them.  The 
young  prince,  defirous  to  be  juft  to  the  one, 
and  grateful  to  the  other,  loft  the  confi- 
dence of  both  J  and,  while  he  ftrove  to  con- 
ciliate the  minds  of  two  fets  of  men,  whofe 
views  and  interefts  were  oppofite,  he  was 
betrayed  by  Murtfuphlo,  a  Greek,  who  had 
gained  his  confidence,  and  whom  he  had 
raifed  to  the  higheft  dignities  of  the  empire* 
This  traitor  infinuated  to  the  Greeks,  that 
Alexis  had  agreed  to  deliver  up  Conftan- 
tinople  to  be  pillaged,  that  he  might  fatisfy 
the  avarice  and  rapacity  of  thofe  ftrangers 
who  had  reftored  his  family  to  the  throne. 
The  people  fly  to  arms,  the  palace  is  invefted, 
Alexis  and  his  father  are  put  to  death,  and 
Murtfuphlo  is  declared  emperor. 

Thefe  tranfaftions,  though  afcertained 
by  the  authenticity  of  hiftory,  feem  as 
rapid  as  the  revolutions  of  a  theatrical 
reprefentation. 

The 
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The  chiefs  of  the  united  army,  ftnick 
with  horror  and  indignation,  affemble  in 
council.  Dandolo,  always  decifive  in  the 
moment  of  danger,  gives  it  as  his  opinicQ^ 
that  they  (hould  immediately  declare  vrar 
againft  the  ufurpef,  and  make  themfelves 
mafters  of  the  empire.  This  opinion  pre- 
vails, and  the  conqueft  of  the  Greek  em- 
pire is  refolved  upon. 

After  feveral  bloody  battles,  and  various 
aflaults,  the  united  armies  of  France  and 
Venice  enter  viftorious  into  Conftantinople, 
and  divide  the  fpoils  of  that  wealthy  city. 

The  Doge,  never  fo  much  blinded  with 
fuccefs  as  to  lofe  fight  of  the  true  intereft  of 
liis  country,  did  not  think  of  procuring  for 
the  republic  large  dominions  on  the  con- 
tinent. The  Venetians  had,  for  their 
ihare,  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago,  fe- 
veral ports  on  the  coaft  of  the  Hellcfpont, 
the  Morea,  and  the  entire  ifland  of  Candia. 

This 
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TKis  was  a  judiqious  partition  for  Venice^ 
the  aiugmedtation  of  whofe  ftrength  de- 
pended on  commerce,  navigation,  and  ttx9 
empire  of  the  fea* 

Though  the  fiar  of  Dandolo  rofe  la 
obfcurity,  an4  fhone  t\rith  no  extraor** 
dinary  luftre  at  its  meridian  height,  yet 
nothing  evet  furpafled  the  brilliancy  of 
its  fetting  rays. 

This  extraordinary  man  died  at  Con^ 
ftantinople  opprefTed  with  age,  but  while 
the  laurels,  which  adorned  his  hoary  head^i 
were  in  youthful  verdure. 

The  annals  of  mankind  prefent  nothing 
more  worthy  of  our  admiration.  A  man^ 
above  the  age  of  eighty,  and  almoft  entirely 
deprived  of  his  fight,  defpifmg  the  repofe 
neceflary  for  age,  and  the  fecure  honours 
which  attended  him  at  home  :  engaging  in 
a  hazardous  enterprife,    againft  a  diftant 

and 
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and  powerful  enemy;  fupporting  the  fau- 
tigues  of  a  militaly  life  with  the  fpirit  of 
youth,  and  the  perfeverance  of  a  veteran^ 
in  a  fuperftitious  age ;  and,  whilfl  he  led 
an  army  of  religious  enthufiafts,  braving,  at 
once,  the  indignation  of  the  Pope,  the  pre- 
judices of  bigots,  aiid  all  the  dangers  of 
war  J  difplaying  the  ardour  of  a  conqueror, 
the  judgment  of  a  ftatefman,  add  the  dif-^ 
interefted  fpirit  of  a  patriot  j  preparing 
diftant  events,  improving  accidental  cir- 
cumftances,  managing  the  mofl  impetuous 
characters;  and,  with  admirable  addrefs, 
making  all  fubfervient  to  the  Vafl  plan  he 
had  conceived,  for  the  aggrandizing  his  na- 
tive country.  Yet  this  man  pafled  his  youth, 
manhood,  and  great  part  of  his  old  age, 
unknown.  Had  he  died  at  feventy,  his 
name  would  have  been  fwept,  with  the 
common  rubbifli  of  courts  and  capitals,  into 
the  gulph  of  oblivion.  So  neceflary  are 
occafions,  and  fituations,  for  bringing  into 
light  the  concealed  vigour  of  the  greateft 

characters ; 
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characters ;  and  fo  true  it  is,  that  while  we 
fee  at  the  head  of  kingdoms,  men  of  the 
moft  vulgar  abilities,  the  periods  of  whofe 
exigence  ferve  only  as  dates  to  hiftory, 
many  whofe  talents  and  virtues  would  have 
fwelled  her  brighteft  pages  have  died  un- 
noticed, from  the  obfcurity  of  their  fitua- 
tions)  or  the  languor  and  flupidity  of  the 
ages  in  which  they  lived. 

But  the  romantic  ftory  of  Henry  Dan- 
dolo,  has  feduced  me  from  my  original 
purpofe,  which  was  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  Venetian  arifto- 
cracy,  and  which  I  ihall  refume  in  my 
next. 


Vol.  I. 
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LETTER     XL 

Venice 

THE  fenate  of  Venice,  ever  jealous 
of  their  civil  liberty,  while  they  re- 
joiced at  the  vaft  acquifitions  lately  made  by 
their  fleet  and  army,  perceived  that  thofe 
new  conquefts  might  tend  to  the  ruin  of 
the  conftitution  by  augmenting  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  firft  magiflxate. 

In  the  year  I806,  immediately  after  they 
were  informed  of  the  death  of  Dandolo, 
they  created  fix  new  magiftrates,  called 
Correctors;  and  this  inftitution  has  been 
renewed  at  every  interregnum  which  has 
happened  fince. 

The  duty  of  thofe  Corredors  is,  to  exa- 
mine into  all  abufes  which  may  have  taken 

place 
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place  during  the  reign  of  the  preceding 
Doge,  and  report  them  to  the  fenate,  that 
they  may  be  remedied,  and  prevented  for 
the  future,  by  wholefome  laws,  before  the 
eledion  of  another  Doge.  At  the  fame 
time  it  was  ordained,  that  the  State  fhould 
be  indemnified  out  of  the  fortune  of  the 
deceafed  magiilrate,  for  any  detriment  it 
had  fuftained  by  his  mal-adminiflration, 
of  which  the  fenate  were  to  be  the  judges. 
This  law  was  certainly  well  calculated  to 
make  the  Doge  very  circumfpedt  in  his 
conduct,  and  has  been  the  origin  of  all  the 
future  reftraints  which  have  been  laid  on 
that  very  unenviable  office* 

Men,  accuftomed  to  the  calm  and  fecure 
enjoyments  of  private  life,  are  apt  to  ima- 
gine, that  no  mortal  would  be  fond  of  any 
office  on  fuch  conditions ;  but  the  fenate  of 
Venice,  from  more  extenfive  views  of  human 
nature,  knew  that  there  always  was  a  fuf- 
£cient  number  of  men,  eager  to  grafp  the 

I  2  fceptre 
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fceptre  of  ambition,  in  defiance  of  all  the 
thorns  with  which  it  could  be  furrounded. 


It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Venetian 
fenate  to  throw  the  fmalleft  (lain  on  the 
charader  of  their  late  patriotic  Doge; 
neverthelefs  they  thought  the  interregnum 
after  his  death,  the  moft  favourable  oppor-* 
tunity  of  paffing  this  law  j  becaufe,  when 
the  Inquifition  had  taken  place  after  his 
glorious  reign,  no  Doge  could  expe<9:  that 
it  would  ever  afterwards  be  dlfpenfed 
with. 

The  Corredors  having  been  chofen,  and 
the  inquifition  made,  Peter  Ziani  was 
eleded  Doge.  In  his  reign,  a  court  for 
civil  caufes,  denominated  the  Tribunal  of 
Forty,  was  created.  Its  name  fufiiciently 
explains  the  intention  of  eftablifhing  this 
court,  to  which  there  is  an  appeal  from 
the  decifions  of  all  inferior  magiftrates  in 
civil  caufes  tried  within  the  city.     It  is  to 

be 
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be  diftinguifhed  from  the  Court  of  Forty, 
formerly  mentioned,  whofe  jurifdidlion  wa3 
now  confined  to  criminal  caufes  :  it  after- 
wards got  the  name  of  Old  Civil  Council  of 
Forty,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  a  third  court, 
confifting  alfo  of  forty  members,  v^hich 
was  eftablifhed  at  a  fubfequent  period,  to 
decide,  by  appeal,  in  all  civil  caufes,  from 
the  judgments  of  the  inferior  courts  with- 
out the  city  of  Venice* 

Towards  the  end  of  his  life,  about  the 
year  1228,  Ziani  abdicated  his  office. 
At  the  eledion  of  his  fucceflbr,  the  fuffrages 
were  equally  divided,  between  Rainier 
Dandolo,  and  James  Theipolo.  This  pro- 
longed the  interregnum  for  two  months ; 
as  often  as  they  were  balloted  during  that 
time,  each  of  them  had  twenty  balls.  The 
fenate,  at  laft,  ordained  them  to  draw  lot^, 
which  decided  in  favour  of  Theipolo. 

During  his  adminiftration,  the  Venetian 
code  was,  in  fome  degree,  reformed  and 

I  3  abridged. 
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abridged.  One  of  the  greateft  inconve- 
nlencies  of  freedom,  is  the  number  of  laws 
neceflary  to  protedl  the  life  and  property 
of  each  citizen;  the  natural  confequences 
of  which  arc,  a  muhitude  of  lawyers,  with 
all  the  fuits  and  vexations  which  they 
create:  "  les  peines,  les  defpenfes,  Ics 
"  longueurs,  les  dangers  memes  de  la  juf* 
"  tice,'*  fays  Montefquieu,  "  font  le  prix 
"  que  chaque  citoyen  donne  pourfa  liberty." 
The  more  freedom  remains  in  a  State,  of 
the  higher  importance  will  the  life  and 
property  of  each  citizen  be  confidered.  A 
defpotic  government  counts  the  life  of  a 
citizen  as  of  no  importance  at  all. 

The  Doge  Theipolo,  who  had  himfelf 
been  a  lawyer,  as  many  of  the  Venetian 
nobles  at  that  time  were,  beftowed  infinite 
labour  in  arranging  and  illuminating  the 
vaft  chaos  of  laws  and  regulations,  in  which 
the  jurifprudence  of  a  republic,  fo  jealous 
of  her  liberty,  had  been  involved.  After  a 
long  reign,  he  abdicated  the  government ; 

and. 
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and,  to  prevent  the  inconveniency  which 
had  happened  at  his  ele£tion,  the  number 
of  elediors,  by  a  new  decree  of  the  fenate, 
was  augmented  to  forty-one. 

In  the  reign  of  his  fuccefTor,  Marino 
Marfini)  two  judges,  called  Criminal  Judges 
of  the  Night,  were  appointed.  Their 
fundion  is  to  judge  of  what  are  called  noc- 
turnal crimes,  under  which  denomination 
are  reckoned  robberies,  wilful  fire,  rapes, 
and  bigamy.  We  find  alfo,  that  Jews  ly- 
ing with  Chriftian  women  is  enumerated 
among  no£turnal  crimes;  though,  by  an 
unjuflifiable  partiality,  a  Chriftian  man 
lying  with  a  Jewifti  woman,  whether  by 
night  or  day,  is  not  mentioned  as  any 
crime  at  all. 

A  few  years  after,  in  the  reign  of  the 
Doge  Rainier  Zeno,  four  more  judges  were 
added  to  this  tribunal ;  and,  during  the  in- 
terregnum which  took  place  at  his  deaths 

I  4  ia 
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in  the  year  1 268,  a  new  form  of  dedting 
the  Doge  was  fixed,  which,  though  fbme* 
what  complicated,  has  been  obferved  ever 

fince. 

All  the  members  of  the  Grand  Council, 
who  are  paft  thirty  years  of  age,  being 
aflembled  in  the  hall  of  the  palace,  as  many 
balls  are  put  into  an  urn  as  there  are  mem* 
bers  prefent ;  thirty  of  thefe  balls  are  gilt, 
and  the  reft  white.  Each  counfellor  draws 
one ;  and  thofe  who  get  the  gilt  balls,  go  into 
another  room,  where  there  is  an  ura,  con- 
taining thirty  balls,  nine  of  which  are  gilt. 
The  thirty  members  draw  again  j  and  thofe 
who,  by  a  fecond  piece  of  good  fortune, 
get  the  gilt  balls,  are  ih^jirji  ekSlorSy  and 
have  a  right  to  choofe  forty,^  among  whom 
they  comprehend  themfelvQ^. 

Thofe  forty,  by  ballotting  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  the  former  inftances,  are  re-» 
daced  to  t^^yt  fecond  ckSorsy  who  chooie 

twenty- 
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twenty-five,  the  firft  of  the  twelve  naming 
three,  and  the  remaining  eleven  two 
a-piece.  All  thofe  being  aflfembled  in  a 
chamber  apart,  each  of  them  draws  a  ball 
from  an  urn,  containing  twenty-five  balls^ 
among  which  are  nine  gilt.  This  reduces 
them  to  nine  third  eleSlors^  each  of  whom 
choofes  five,  making  in  all  forty-five ; 
who,  as  in  the  preceding  inftances,  are  re- 
duced, by  ballot,  to  eleven  fourth  eleSlors^ 
and  they  have  the  nomination  of  forty- 
one,  who  are  the  direEl  ekStors  of  the  Doge. 
Being  (hut  up  by  themfelves,  they  begin 
by  choofing  three .  chiefs,  and  two  fecre- 
taries;  each  eledor,  being  then  called, 
throws  a  little  billet  into  an  urn,  which 
(lands  on  a  table  before  the  chiefs.  On  this 
billet  is  infcribed  the  perfon's  name  whook 
the  eledor  wi(hes  to  be  Doge. 

The  fecretaries  then,  in  the  prefence  of 

the   chiefs,   and   of   the   whole   affembly, 

open  the  billets.     Among  all  the  forty-one 

6  there 
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there  are,  generally,  but  a  very  few  dif^ 
ferent  names,  as  the  eledlion,  for  the  mod 
part,  balances  between  two  or  three  candi- 
dates. Their  names,  whatever  is  the  num- 
ber, are  put  into  another  urn,  and  drawn 
out  one  after  another.  As  foon  as  a  name 
is  extradled,  the  Secretary  reads  it,  and, 
if  the  perfon  to  whom  it  belongs  is  prefent, 
he  immediately  retires.  One  of  the  chiefs 
then  demands,  with  a  loud  voice,  whether 
any  crime  can  be  laid  to  this  perfon's 
charge,  or  any  objedion  made  to  his  being 
raifed  to  the  fovereign  dignity  ?  If  any 
objedlion  is  made,  the  accufed  is  called  in, 
and  heard  in  his  own  defence ;  after 
whicli  the  eledors  proceed  to  give  their 
decifion,  by  throwing  a  ball  into  one  of 
two  boxes,  one  of  which  is  for  the 
Ayes,  the  other  for  the  Noes.  The  Se- 
cretaries then  count  the  balls,  and  if 
there  are  twenty-five  in  the  firft,  the 
eledion  is  finiflied  ;  if  not,  another  name 
is  read,  and  the  fame  inquifition  made  as 

before, 
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before,  till  there  are  twenty-five  approving 
balls. 

This  form,  wherein  judgment  and  chance 
are  fo  perfedly  blended,  precludes  every 
attempt  to  corrupt  the  eledors,  and  all  cabals 
for  the  ducal  dignity;  for  who  could  dream, 
by  any  labour  or  contrivance,  of  gaining 
an  election,  the  mode  of  whofe  procedure 
equally  baffles  the  addrefs  of  a  politician 
and  a  juggler  ? 

Lawrence  Theipolo  was  the  firft  Doge 
chofen  according  to  this  mode*  In  his 
reign,  the  office  of  Grand  Chancellor  was 
created. 

Hitherto  the  public  ads  were  figned  by 
certain  perfons  chofen  by  the  Doge  himfelf, 
and  called  Chancellors ;  but  the  Grand 
Council,  which  we  find  always  folicitous  to 
limit  the  power  of  the  Doge,  thought  that 
method  improper;  and  now  propofed,  that  a 

Chancellor 


124      VIEW    OF    SOCIETY   AND 

Chancellor  fliould  be  appointed  by  them* 
felves,  with  rights  and  privileges  entirely 
independent  of  the  Doge.  At  the  fame 
time,  as  the  people  had  fhewn  fymptoms 
of  difcontent,  on  account  of  the  great  offices 
being  all  in  the  diftinguiflied  families,  it 
was  thought  expedient  to  ordain,  that  the 
Chancellor  fhould  always  be  taken  from 
among  the  Secretaries  of  the  fenate,  who 
were  citizens.  Afterwards,  when  the  Coun* 
cil  of  Ten  came  to  be  eftabliflied,  it  was 
ordained,  that  the  Chancellor  might  be 
chofen,  either  from  the  Secretaries  of  that 
court,  or  from  thofe  of  the  fenate. 

The  Grand  Chancellor  of  Venice  is  an 
officer  of  great  dignity  and  importance  ; 
he  has  the  keeping  of  the  great  feal  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  is  privy  to  all  the 
fecrets  of  the  State ;  he  is  confidered  as 
the  head  of  the  order  of  citizens,  and 
his  office  is  the  moft  lucrative  in  the 
xepublic  J    yet,  though  he  muft  be  prefent 

at 
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at  all  the  councils,  he  has  no  deliberative 


voice. 


In  perufing  the  annals  of  this  republic 
we  continually  meet  with  proofs  of  the 
reftlefs  jealoufy  of  this  government ;  even 
the  private  oeconomy  of  families  fometimes 
created  fufpicion,  however  blamelefs  the 
public  condudl  of  the  mafter  might  be. 
The  prcfent  Doge  had  married  a  foreign 
lady ;  his  two  fons  followed  his  example  ; 
one  of  their  wives  was  a  princefst  This 
gave  umbrage  to  the  fenate ;  they  thought 
that,  by  fuch  means,  the  nobles  might  ac- 
quire an  intereft,  and  connexions,  in  other 
countries,  inconfiftent  with  their  duty  as 
citizens  of  Venice ;  and  therefore,  in  the 
interregnum  which  followed  the  death  of 
Theipolo,  a  law  was  propofed  by  the  Cor- 
redors,  and  immediately  pafTed,  by  which 
all  future  Doges,  and  their  fons,  were 
interdided  from  marriage  with  foreigners, 

under 
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under  the  pain  of  being  excluded  from  the 
oflSce  of  Doge. 

Though  the  people  had  been  gradually, 
as  we  have  feen,  deprived  of  their  original 
right  of  eleding  the  chief  magiftrate ;  yet, 
on  the  eledions  which  fucceeded  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  new  mode,  the  Doge  had 
always  been-  prefented  to  the  multitude 
affembled  in  St.  Mark's  Place,  as  if  re- 
quefting  their  approbation ;  and  the  people, 
flattered  with  this  fmall  degree  of  attention, 
had  never  failed  to  announce  their  fatif- 
fadlion  by  repeated  fliouts  :  but  the  fenate 
feem  to  have  been  afraid  of  leaving  them 
even  this  empty  fhadow  of  their  ancient 
power ;  for  they  ordained,  that,  inftead  of 
prefenting  the  Doge  to  the  multitude,  to 
receive  their  acclamations,  as  formerly,  a 
Syndic,  for  the  future,  fhould,  in  the  name 
of  the  people,  congratulate  the  new  Doge  on 
his  eledion.     On  this  occafion,  the  fenate 

do 
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do  not  feem  to  have  aded  with  their  ufual 
difcernment.     Show  often  afFe£ts  the  minds 
of  men  more  than  fubftance,  as  appeared 
in  the  prefent  inftance  ;    for  the  Venetian 
populace    difplayed    more   refentmcnt  on 
being  deprived  of  this  noify  piece  of  form, 
than  when  the  fubftantial  right  had  been 
taken  from  them.     After  the  death  of  the 
Doge  John  Dandolo,  before  a  new  elec- 
tion could  take  place  in  the  ufual  forms,  a 
prodigious    multitude     affembled    in    St. 
Mark's  Place,  and,  with  loud  acclamations, 
proclaimed  James  Theipolo ;  declaring,  that 
this  was  more  binding  than  any  other  mode 
of  eledion,  and  that  he  was  Doge  to  all 
intents  and   purpofes.     While  the  fenate 
remained  in  fearful  fufpenfe  for  the  con- 
fequences    of  an   event  fo  alarming   and 
unlooked-for,    they  were   informed,    that 
Theipolo  had  withdrawn  himfelf  from  the 
city,  with  a  determination  to  remain  con- 
cealed,  till  he  heard  how  the  fenate  and 
people  would  fettle  the  difpute. 

4  The 
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The  people,  having  no  perfon  of  weight 
to  condud  or  head  them,  renounced,  with 
their  ufual  ficklenefs,  a  proje^:  which  they 
had  begun  with  their  ufual  intrepidity. 

The  Grand  Ck)uncil,  freed  from  alarm, 
proceeded  to  a  regular  election,  and  chofe 
Peter  Gradonico,  a  man  of  enterprife,  firm« 
nefs,  and  addrefs,  in  whofe  reign  we  ihall 
fee  the  dying  embers  of  democracy  per* 
fedly  extinguifhed. 


STAI^^M^  m  I^tXLV.  ^29 


LETTER     XIL 


GRidonicO)  ^om  thd  moment  &d  was 
in  pofleffioil-  of  the  office  of  Doge^ 
formed  a  fcheme  ^  depriving  die  peoplii 
of  all  their  remaining  powen  An  averfion 
to  popular  government,  and  refentmeht  of 
fome  figns  of  perfonal  diflike,  V9hlch  the 
populate  had  (hewn  at  his  eleftioh,  feem 
to  have  been  his  only  motives ;  for,  While 
he  completely  annihilated  the  ancient  rights 
of  the  people,  he  fhewed'  no  inclination  to 
augment  the  power  of  his  own  office. 

Although  the  people  had  experienced 
many  mortifying  deviations  from  the  old 
conftitution,  yet,  as  the  Gjcand  Council 
was  chofen  annually,  by  ele&ors  of  their 

Vol*  L  K  owa 
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own  nomination,  they  flattered  themfelves 
that  they  ftill  retained  an  important  (hare 
in  the  government.  It  was  this  laft  hold 
of  their  declining  freedom  which  Gra- 
donico  meditated  to  remove,  for  ever, 
from  their  hands.  Such  a  project  was  of  a 
nature  to  have  intimidated  a  man  of  lefe 
courage ;  but  his  natural  intrepidity,  ani- 
mated by  refentment,  made  him  overlook 
all  dangers  and  difficulties. 

He  began  (as  if  by  way  of  experiment) 
with  fome  alterations  refpeding  the  man- 
ner of  choofmg  the  Grand  Council ;  the/e, 
however,  occafioned  murmurs ;  and  it  was 
feared,  that  dangerous  tumults  would  arife 
at  the  next  eledion  of  that  court. 

But  fuperior  to  fear  himfelf,  Gradonico 
infpired  others  with  courage  j  and,  before 
the  period  of  the  eledion  arrived,  he  ftruck 
the  decifive  blow. 

A  law 
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A  law  was  publiftied  in  the  year  I297, 
by  which  it  was  ordained,  that  thofe  who 
adlually  belonged  to  the  Grand  Council, 
ihould  continue  members  of  it  for  life ;  and 
that  the  fame  right  fhould  defcend  to  their 
pofterity,  without  any  form  of  eledlioix 
whatever.  This  was  at  once  forming  a 
body  of  hereditary  legiflative  nobility,  and 
eftablifhing  a  complete  ariftocracy,  upoft 
the  ruins  of  the  ancient  popular  govern- 
ment. 


This  meafure  (truck  all  the  citizens,  who 
were  not  then  of  the  Grand  Council,  with 
concern  and  aftonifhment  j  but,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  thofe  of  ancietit  ahd  noble 
families ;  for  although,  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  there  was,  ftridly  fpeaking,  no 
nobility  with  exclufive  privileges  before 
this  law,  yet  there  were  in  Venice,  as 
there  muft  be  in  the  moft  democratical  re- 
publics, certain  families  confidered  as  more 
honourable  than  others,   many  of  whom 

K  2  found 
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found  themfelves,  by  this  law,  thrown  iota 
a  rank  inferior  to  that  of  the  leaft  con£u^er« 
able  perfon  who  happened^  at  this  import^ 
ant  period,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Council.  To  conciliate  the  minds  of  iiich 
dangerous  malcontents,  e:i;ceptioaa  were 
made  in  their  favour,  and  fome  of  the  moft 
powerful  were  immediately  received  into 
the  Grand  Council ;  and  to  others  it  was 
promifed  that  they  fhould,  at  feme  future 
period,  be  admitted.  By  fuch  hopes,  art- 
fully infinuated,  and  by  the  great  influence 
of  the  members  who  a£tually  compofed  the 
Grand  Council,  all  immediate  infurredtions 
were  prevented ;  and  foreign  wars^  and 
objects  of  commerce,  foon  turned  the 
people's  attention  from  this  mortifying 
change  in  the  nature  of  the  govemmenti 

A  flrong  refentment  of  thofe  innova^ 

tions,  however,  feftered  in  the  brealU  of 

fome  individuals,  who,  a  few  years  after, 

under  the  direction  of  one  Marino  Bocconi, 

I  formed 
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fdrmed  i  defign  to  aflfaflinate  Gradonico, 
and  maflidre  dl  the  Grand  CouncU,  without 
diftin£Hon.  This  plot  was  difcovered,  and 
the  chiefs,  iftcr  cbhfeffing  their  dimes,  were 
^sc^cuted  betweeh  the  pillars. 

The  cohfpiracy  of  Bdcconi  was  confined 
to  malcontents  of  the  rank  of  citizens ;  but 
one  of  a  mof  e  dangerbus  n^tute^  and  which 

origihated  among  the  fiobWs  themfelves^ 
was  formed  Ih  tfa^  feit  tsog. 

Thtsf  eoittbinatibii  was  made  up  of  fome 
of  tbe  Abfi  diftiiiguiOied  of  thofe  who  were 
iiot  of  the  Grand  Council  wTien  the  reform 
took  pUcc^  Arid  w6b  had  not  been  admit- 
ted afterwards^  aftcordii^g'  to  their  cxpedla- 
tlons ;  ahd  of  fome  others  of  very  ancient 
Iktnilies,  who  could  not  bear  to'  fee  fo  many 
dtlzens  ratfed  to  a  level  with  themfelves^ 
and  wha,  befideis,  were  piqued  at  what 
they  called  the  pride  of  Cradonico,  Thefe 
Jtten  chole  for  their  leader,  the  fon  of  James 

K  3  Theipolo, 
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Theipolo,  who  had  been  proclaimed  Doge 
by  the  populace.  Their  objefl;  was  to  dif? 
poflefs  Gradonico,  and  rcftore  the  ancient 
conftitution  j  they  were  foon  joined  by  a 
great  many  of  inferior  rank  within  the 
city,  and  they  engaged  confiderable  num-* 
bers  of  their  friends  and  dependents  fh)m 
Padua,  and  the  adjacent  country,  to  come 
to  Venice,  and  alTift  them,  at  the  time  ap-^ 
pointed  for  the  infurredion.  Canfidering 
the  numbers  that  were  privy  to  this  undetr 
taking,  it  is  aftonifhing  that  it  was  not 
difcovered  till  the  night  preceding  that  on 
which  it  was  to  have  taken  place.  The 
uncommon  concourfe  of  ftrangers  cteated 
the  firft  fufpicion,  which  was  confirmed"  by 
the  confeflion  of  fome  .who  were  acquaint- 
ed with  the  defign.  The  Doge  immediately 
fummoned  the  council,  and  fent  exprefles 
to  the  governors  of  the  neighbouring  towns. 
.  and  forts,  with  orders  for  them  to  haften 
yrith  their  forces  to  Venice,     The  confpi-* 

rators  were  not  difconcerted  j   they  aflem-. 

bled, 
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bled,     and    attacked    the   Doge    and    his 
friends,    who    were    colledted    in    a   body 
around  the  palace.     The  Place  of  St.  Mark 
was  the  fcene   of  this  tumultuous  battle, 
which  lafted  many  hours,  but  was  attended 
with  more  noife  and  terror  among  the  in- 
habitants, than  blood (hed  to  the  combatants* 
Some   of  the  military  governors  arriving 
with  troops,  the  conteft  ended  in  the  rout 
of  the   confpirators.      A  few  nobles  had 
been  killed  in  the  engagement ;    a  greater 
number  were  executed    by  order   of  the 
Senate.     Theipolo,  who  had  fled,  was  de- 
clared infamous,  and  an  enemy  to  his  coun- 
try ;     his  goods  and  fortune  were  confif- 
cated,  and  his  houfe  razed  to  the  ground* 
After  thefe  executions,  it  was  thought  ex- 
pedient, to  receive  into  the  Grand  Council, 
feveral  of  the  mofl  diftinguifhed  families  of 
citizens. 

Thofe   two  confpiracics  having  imme- 
diately followed   one  another,   fpread   an 

K  4  univerfal 
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imiverGd  diffidence  and  dread  over  the  city^ 
and  gave  rife  to  the  court  called  the  CouacU 
of  Ten,  which  was  ere&ed  about  this 
Ume,  merely  as  a  temporary  tribi^nal,  to 
examine  into  the  caufes,  punifh  the  accom* 
plices,  and  deftroy  the  feeds  of  the  l^te  cqum 
fpiracy  ;  but  which,  in  the  fequel,  became 
permanent  I  ihall  wave  farther  meotioa 
of  this  court,  till  we  come  to  the  period 
when  the  State  Inquifitors  were  eftabliihed ; 
but  it  is  proper  to  mention,  that  the  Fcclf^ 
fiaflical  Court  of  Inquifition  was  alfo  ercdUcl 
at  Venice,  in  the  reign  of  the  Poge  Gii^«- 
donico. 

The  Popes  had  long  endeavoured  tp  m* 
troduce  this  court  into  every  country  ia 
Europe ;  they  fucceeded  too  well  in  many  j 
but  though  it  was  not  entirely  rejeded  by 
the  State  of  Venice,  yet  it  was  accepted 
under  fuch  reftridiions  as  have  prevented 
the  difmal  cruelties  which  accompany  it  in 
other  couQtriest 

This 
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ThU  fvpublic  feems,  at  all  times,  to  havb 
had  a  ftrong  inipreflioa  of  tbe  ambitious  and 
'encroaching  fpirit  of  the  court  of  Rome; 
and  has,  on  all  occafions,  fliewn  the 
greateft  unwillingnefs  to  entruft  power  in 
the  hands  of  ecclefiaftics.  Of  this,  the 
Venetians  gave  an  undoubted  proof  at  pre- 
fent  J  for  while  they  eftablifhed  a  new  civil 
Court  of  Inquifition,  with  the  moft  un* 
limited  powers,  they  would  not  receive  the 
ecclefiaflical  inquifitions,  except  on  condi-*- 
tions  to  which  it  had  not  been  fubje£ted  in 
any  other  country. 

The  court  of  Rome  never  difplayed  more 
addrefs  than  in  its  attempts  to  elude  thofe 
limitations,  and  to  prevail  on  the  Senate  to 
admit  the  inquifltion  at  Venice,  on  the  fame 
footing  as  it  had  been  received  elfewhere, 
but  the  Senate  was  as  firm  as  the  Pope  was 

a 

artful,  and  the  Court  of  Inqulfition  was  at 
laft  eftabKfhed,  under  the  following  con- 
ditions ; 

That 
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That  three  commiflioners  from  the  Senate 

t 

fhould  attend  the  deliberations  of  that 
court,  none  of  whofe  decrees  could  be 
executed  without  the  approbation  of  the 
commiffioners. 


Thofe  commiflioners  were  to  take  no  oath 
of  fidelity,  or  engagement  of  any  kind,  to 
the  Inquifition ;  but  were  bound  by  oath 
to  conceal  nothing  from  the  Senate  which 
fhould  pafs  in  the  Holy  Ofiice. 


That  herefy  fliould  be  the  only  crime 
cognifable  by  the  Inquifition  ;  and,  in  cafe 
of  the  convidlion  and  condemnation  of  any 
criminal,  his  goods  and  money  fhould  not 
belong  to  the  court,  but  to  his  natural 
heirs. 


That  Jews  and  Greeks  fhould  be  indulged 
in  the  exercife  of  their  religion,  without 
being  difturbed  by  this  court. 

The 
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The  commiflioners  were  to  prevent  the 
regiftration  of  any  ftatute  made  at  Rome ; 
or  any  where  out  of  the  Venetian  State. 

The  Inquifitors  were  not  permitted  to 
<:ondemn  books  as  heretical,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  nor  were  they 
allowed  to  judge  any  to  be  fo,  but  thofe 
already  condemned  by  the  edidt  of  Cle- 
pient  VIII. 

Such  wer^  the  reftrid:ions  under  which 
the  Inquifition  was  eftabliftied  at  Venice ; 
and  nothing  can  more  clearly  prove  their 
efficacy,  than  a  comparifon  of  the  num- 
bers who  have  fufFered  for  herefy  here, 
with  thofe  who  have  been  condemned  to 
death  by  that  court  in  every  other  place 
where  it  was  eftablifhed. 

An  inftance  is  recorded  of  a  man,  named 
Narinp,  being  condemned  to  a  public 
punifliment,  for  having  compofed  a  book 

in 
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in  defence  of  the  opinions  of  John  Hufs« 
For  this  (the  greateft  of  all  crimes  ifi  thft 
fight  of  Inquifitors)  his  fentence  WaS,  that 
he  fhould  be  expofed  publicly  on  a  fcafToId, 
drefled  in  a  gown,  with  flames  arid  devils 
painted  on  it.  The  moderation  of  the  civil 
magiftrate  appears  in  this  fentence.  With* 
out  his  interpofition,  the  flames  "^hich 
furrounded  the  prifoner  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, not  have  been  painted.  Thi^^ 
which  is  mentioned  in  the  Hiftory  of  Ve- 
nice as  an  inftance  of  feverity,  happened  at 
a  time,  when,  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  many 
wretches  wefe  burnt,  by  order  of  the  In- 
quifition,  for  fmaller  offences. 

In  1354,  during  the  interregnum  aftex" 
the  death  of  Andrew  Dandolo,  it  was  pro- 
pofed,  by  the  Correctors  of  Abufesr,  that, 
for  the  future,  the  three  chiefs  of  the  Cri- 
minal Council  of  Forty  fhould  be  members 
of  the  College;  and  this  paflfed  into  a 
law. 

It 
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It  may  be  neceffary  to  mention,   that 
the  College,  otherwife,  called  the  Seigniory, 
is  the  fupreme  cabinet  council  of  the  State* 
This  court  w^  originally  compofed.  of  die 
Doge  and  fix  counf^Uors   only;    but  to 
thefc,   at   different  periods,    were  added, 
firft,  fix  of  the  Graad  Council,  chofen  by 
the  Senate;    they  were  called  Savii,   or 
Sages,  from  their  fuppofed  wifdom :    and 
afterwards,  five  Savii,  of  the  Terra  Firma, 
whofe  more  immediate  duty  is  to  fuper- 
intend  the  bufmefs    of   the    towns    and 
provinces  belonging  to  the  republic,    on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  particularly  what 
regards  the  troops.      At  one  time  there 
were  alfo  five  Savii  for  maritime  affairs, 
but   they    had    little    bufmefs   after    the 
Venetian  navy  became  inconfiderable ;  and 
now,   in  the  room  of  them,  five  young 
noblemen  are  chofen  by  the  Senate  every 
fix  months,  who  attend  the  meetings  of 
the  Seigniory,    without    having    a    vote, 

though 


M 
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though  they  give  their  opinions  when 
afked.  This  is  by  way  of  inftruding,  and 
rendering  them  fit  for  the  affairs  of  State. 
They  are  called  Sages  of  the  Orders,  and 
are  chofen  every  fix  months. 

To  thofe  were  added,  the  three  chiefs 
of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Forty;  thei 
court  then  confifting,  in  all,  of  twenty-fix 
members. 

The  College  is,  at  once,  the  cabinet 
council,  and  the  reprefentative  of  the  re- 
public. This  court  gives  audience,  and 
delivers  anfwers,  in  the  name  of  the  re- 
public, to  foreign  Ambafludors,  to  the 
deputies  of  towns  and  provinces,  and  to 
the  generals  of  the  army ;  it  alfo  receives 
all  requefts  and  memorials  on  State  affairs, 
fummons  the  Senate  at  pleafure,  and  ar- 
ranges the  bufinefs  to  be  difcufled  in  that 
aflembly. 

8  la 
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In  the  Venetian  government,  great  care 
is  taken  to  balance  the  power  of  one  court 
by  that  of  another,  and  to  make  them 
reciprocal  checks  on  each  other.  It  was 
probably  from  a  jealoufy  of  the  power 
of  the  College,  that  three  chiefs  of  the 
Criminal  Court  of  Forty  were  now  added 
to  it. 
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LETTER     Xlir. 

Veftice* 

THE  hiftory  of  no  nation  prefents  a 
greater  variety  of  Angular  events  than 
that  of  •  Venice.  We  have  feen  a  conlpi- 
racy  againft  this  State,  originating  among 
the  citizens,  and  carried  on  by  people  of 
that  rank  only.  We  faw  another,  foon 
after,  which  took  its  origin  among  the 
body  of  the  nobles;  but  the  year  1355 
prefents  us  with  one  of  a  ftill  more  extraor^ 
dinary  nature,  begun,  and  carried  on,  by 
the  Doge  himfelf.  If  ambition,  or  the 
augmentation  of  his  own  power,  had  been 
the  objeft,  it  would  not  have  been  fo  fur- 
prifing;  but  his  motive  to  the  confpi- 
racy  was  as  fmall  as  the  intention  was 
dreadful. 

Marino 
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Marino  Falliero,  Doge  of  Venice,  was^ 
at  this  time,  eighty  years  of  age ;  a  time 
of  life  when  the  violence  of  the  paflions  is 
generally  pretty  much  abated.  He  had, 
even  then,  however,  given  a  ftrong  in- 
ftance  of  the  raflinefs  of  his  difpoAcion,  by 
marrying  a  very  yoi!ng  woman.  This 
lady  imagined  (he  had  been  affronted  by  a 
young  Venetian  nobleman  at  a  public  ball, 
and  ihe  complained  bitterly  of  the  infult 
to  her  hufband.  The  old  Doge,  who  had 
all  the  defire  imaginable  to  pleafe  his  wife, 
determined,  in  this  matter  at  leaft,  to  give 
her  ample  fatisfadion. 

The  delinquent  was  brought  before  the 
Judges,  and  the  crime  was  exaggerated 
with  all  the  eloquence  that  money  could 
purchafe ;  but  they  viewed  the  affair  with 
unprejudiced  eyes,  and  pronounced  a  fen- 
tence  no  more  than  adequate  to  the  crime. 
The  Doge  was  filled  with  the  mofl  extra- 
vagant rage,  and,  finding  that  the  body  of 

Vol.  L  L  the 
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the  nobles  took  no  fhare  in  his  'wratb, 
he  entered  into  a  confpiracy  with  the 
Admiral  of  the  Arfenal,  and  fome  others, 
who  were  difcontented  with  the  govern- 
ment on  other  accounts,  and  projedled  a 
method  of  vindicating  his  wife's  honour, 
which  feems  rather  violent  for  the  oc- 
cafion.  It  was  refolved  by  thofe  deipe- 
radoes,  to  maflacre  the  whole  Orand 
Council.  Such  a  fcene  of  bloodihed,  on 
account  of  one  woman,  has  not  been  ima- 
gined fmce  the  Trojan  war. 

This  plot  was  conduced  with  more 
fecrecy  than  could  have  been  expeSed, 
from  a  man  who  feems  to  have  been  de- 
prived of  reafon,  as  well  as  humanity. 
Everything  was  prepared;  and  the  day 
previous  to  that  which  was  fixed  for  the 
execution  had  arrived,  without  any  perfon, 
but  thofe  concerned  in  the  confpiracy, 
having  the  leaft  knowledge  of  the  horrid 
defign. 

It 
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It  was  difcovered  in  the  fame  manner  in 
which  that  againft  the  King  and  Parliament 
of  England  was  brought  to  light  in  the  time 
of  James  the  firft. 

Bertrand  Bergamefe,  one  of  the  confpira- 
tors,  being  defirous  to  fave  Nicolas  Lioni, 
a  noble  Venetian,  from  the  general  mat- 

m 

.facre,  called  on  him,  and  earneftly  admo- 
niihed  him,  on  no  account,  to  go  out  of 
his  houfe  the  following  day ;  for,  if  he  did, 
he  would  certainly  lofe  his  life.  Lioni 
prefled  him  to  give  fome  reafon  for  this 
extraordinary  advice ;  which  the  other  ob- 
ftinately  refufmg,  Lioni  ordered  him  to  be 
feized,  and  confined ;  and,  fending  for  fome 
of  his  friends  of  the  Senate,  by  means  of 
promifes  and  threats,  they  at  length  pre- 
vailed on  the  prifoner  to  difcover  the  whole 
of  this  horrid  myftery. 

They  fend  for  the  Avogadors,  the  Coun- 
cil of  Ten,  and  other  high  officers,   by 

L  2  whom 
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whom  the  prifoner  was  examined  ;    after 
which,  orders  were  given  for  feizing  the 
principal  conljpirators  in  their  houfes,  and 
for  fummoning  thofe  of  the  nobility  and 
citizens  on  whofe  fidelity  the  Council  could 
rely.     Thefe  meafures  could  not  be  taken 
fo  fecretly  as  not  to  alarm  many,  who  found 
means  to  make  their  efcape.     A  confider- 
able  number  were  arrefted,  among  whom 
were  two  chiefs  of  the  confjpiracy  under 
the  Doge.     They  being  put  to  the  queftion, 
confefled  the  whole.     It  appeared,   that 
only  a  feledt  body  of  the  principal  men  had 
been  privy  to  the  real  defign ;   great  num- 
bers had  been  defired  to  be  prepared  with 
arms    at   a  particular  hour,    when  they 
would  be  employed  in  attacking  certain 
enemies    of  the  State,    which   were   not 
named ;    they  were  defired  to  keep  thofe 
orders  a  perfect  fccret,  and  were  told,  that 
upon  their  fidelity  and  fecrecy  their  future 
fortunes  depended.     Thofe  men  did  not 

•  ^ 

know  of  each  other,  and  had  no  fufpicimi 

that 
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that  it  was  not  a  lawful  enterprife  for 
which  they  were  thus  engaged ;  they  were 
therefore  fet  at  liberty ;  but  all  the  chiefs 
of  the  plot  gave  the  fuUeft  evidence  againft 
the  Doge.  It  was  proved,  that  the  whole 
fcheme  had  been  formed  by  his  diredion, 
and  fupported  by  his  Influence.  After  the 
principal  confpirators  were  tried,  and  exe- 
cuted, the  Council  of  Ten  next  proceeded 
to  the  trial  of  the  Doge  himfelf.  They 
defired  that  twenty  fenators,  of  the  higheft 
reputation,  might  aflift  upon  this  folemn 
occafion,  and  that  two  relations  of  the 
Fallier  family,  one  of  whom  was  a  member 
of  the  Council  of  Ten,  and  the  other 
an  Avogador,  might  withdraw  froni  the 
court. 

The  Doge,  who  hitherto  had  remained 
under  a  guard  in  his  own  apartments  in 
the  palace,  was  now  brought  before  this 
Tribunal  of  his  own  fubjefts.  He  was 
dreffed  in  the  robes  of  his  office. 

L  3  It 
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It  is  thought  he  intended  to  have  denied 
the  charge,  and  attempted  a  defence ;  but 
when  he  perceived  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  proofs  againft  him,  overwhelmed  by 
their  force,  he  acknowledged  his  guilt,  with 
many  fruitlefs  and  abje<a  intreaties  for 
mercy. 

That  a  man,    of  eighty  years  of  age 
fliould  lofe  all  firmnefs  on  fuch  an  occafion 
is  not  marvellous ;  that  he  ftiould  have  been 
incited,  by  a  trifling  offence,  to  fuch  an 
inhuman,    and  fuch   a  deliberate  plan   of 
wickednefs,  is  without  example. 

He  was  fentenced  to  lofe  his  head.  The 
fentence  was  executed  in  the  place  where 
the  Doges  are  ufually  crowned. 

In  the  Great  Chamber  of  the  palace, 
where  the  portraits  of  the  Doges  are 
placed,  there  is  a  vacant  fpace  between 
the  portraits  of  Fallier's  immediate  pre- 

decefibr 
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deceflfor    and    fucceflor,     with    this    in-? 
fcriptioQ : 

Locus  Marini  Fallieri  dccapitati  *. 

The  only  other  inftance  which  hiftory 
prefents  to  our  contemplation,  of  a  fove? 
reign  tried  according  to  the  forms  of  law, 
and  condemned  to  death  by  a  Tribunal  of 
his  own  fubjeds,  is  that  of  Charles  the 
Firft,  of  Great  Britain.  But  how  differ- 
ently are  we  affeded  by  a  review  of  the  two 
cafes ! 

In  the  one,  the  original  errors  of  the 
mifguided  Prince  are  forgotten  in  the  fever 
rity  of  his  fate,  and  in  the  calm  majeftic 
lirmnefs  with  which  he  bore  it.^  Thofe 
who,  from  public  ipirit,  had  oppofed  the 
unconflitutional  meafures  of  his  govern- 
ment, were  no  more ;  and  the  men  now 
in  power  were  aduated  by  far  different 
principles.     All  the  paffions  of  humanity, 

^  The  place  intended  for  the  portrait  of  Marinos  Fal« 
Ikros,  who  was  beheaded. 

L  4  therefore, 
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Qidcxir^  "ntfg  part  wicti  :txe  cuv^ 
fe-ar;  acrhing  bur  die  jncene^zoH  tpii-r^  of 
parr^  caa  I'educs  dieni  on  riie  ^rf^r  or  ais 
enemies.  Li  ais  :rjiL  we  he^nlgf^  ^grrfr  x 
mixmre  cf  nirjr  md  inrfifmarfrrTT^  t&e  uxt- 
happy  nrnnarcfi  delivered  un  tc  rfre  rrraffr-y 
ct  hypccrires*  die  rise  -ir  tamoicsy  ^nr^f  tRg 
invjjenrg  ct  a.  Icw-hcrr  law  i^nTTun 


la  rRc  cdic.  d';etv  lencmcat  c£ 
paiioa  is  eiThrfd  bj  hcrrcr  ac  die 
Ct  me  cr 


la  die  year  1361,  afrer  die  deadt  c£ 
Doge  Jofcn  Dclfino^  when,  die  laft 
were  confined  in  die  Dacal  Qiaaifacr  id 
choofe  hh  iuccgfior,  aad  while  the 
Tibrated  between  diree  ctniTrdarni^ 
arrired  at  Venice^  that  Laxxrentins  CMfiw^^ 
who  commanded  the  fieet,  had  obtained  a 
complete  vitdory  orer  the  Genoefe,  "who 
were  at  that  time  at  war  with  the  Vene- 
tians. This  intelligence  was  communicated 
to  the  eledorsy  who  immediately  dropped 

5  *« 
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all  the  three  candidates,  and  unanimoufly 
chofe  this  commander.  Soon  after,  it  wa$ 
found,  that  the  rumour  of  the  vidory  was 
entirely  groundlefs.  This  could  not  afFeft 
the  validity  of  the  eledion ;  but  it  produced 
a. decree  to  prevent,  on  future  occafions  of 
the  fame  kind,  all  communication  betweea 
the  people  without,  and  the  cpnclave  of 
eledorSf 

This  Doge's  father  difplayed  a  Angular 
inftance  of  weaknefs  and  vanity,  which 
fome  of  the  hiftorians  have  thought  worth 
tranfmitting  to  us.  I  do  not  know  for  what 
reafon,  unlefs  it  be  to  comfort  pofterity 
with  the  reflexion,  that  human  folly  is 
much  the  fame  in  all  ages,  and  that  their 
anceflors  have  not  been  a  great  deal  wifer 
than  themfelves.  This  old  gentleman 
thought  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  father 
to  pull  off  his  cap  to  his  own  fon ;  and 
that  he  might  not  feem  to  condefcend  fo 
far,  ev?n  when  all  the  other  nobles  fhewed 

this 
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{his  mark  of  refped  to  their  fovereign,  he 
went,  from  the  moment  of  his  fon's  elec* 
tion,  upon  all  occafions,  and  in  all  xiv^ea- 
thers,  with  his  head  uncovered.  The  Doge 
being  folicitous  for  his  father's  health,  and 
finding  that  no  pcrfuafion,  nor  explanation 
of  the  matter,  that  could  be  given,  'were 
fufRcient  to  overcome  this  obftinacy,  recol- 

» 

leded  that  he  was  as  devout  as  he  was 
vain,  which  fuggefted  an  expedient  that 
had  the  defired  efFed.  He  placed  a  crofe 
on  the  front  of  his  ducal  coronet.  The  old 
man  was  as  defirous  to  teftify  his  refpcQ:  to 
the  crofs,  as  he  was  averfe  to  pay  obeilancc 
to  his  fon ;  and  unable  to  devife  any  way 
of  pulling  off  a  cap  which  he  never  wore, 
his  piety,  at  length,  got  the  better  of  his 
pride ;  he  refumed  his  cap,  as  formerly,  that, 
as  often  as  his  fon  appeared,  he  might  pull  it 
off  in  honour  of  the  crofs. 

During  the  reign  of  Laurentius  Celfus, 
the  celebrated  poet  Petrarch,  who  refided  for 

forae 


MANNERS   m   ItALY.  155 

fome  time  at  Venice,  and  was  pleafed  with 
the  manner^  of  the  people,  and  the  wifdoirt 
of  their  government,  made  a  prefent  to  the 
republic,  of  his  colledion  of  books ;  which, 
at  that  tim:e,  was  reckoned  very  valuable: 
This  was  the  foundation  of  the  great  library 
of  St.  Mark. 

In  peruling  the  annals  of  Venice,  we 
continually  meet  with  new  inftitutions. 
No  fooner  is  any  inconveniency  perceived, 
than  meafures  are  taken  to  remove  it,  or 
guard  againft  its  efFeds.  About  this  time, 
three  new  magiftrates  were  appointed,  whofe 
duty  is  to  prevent  all  oflentatious  luxuries  ia 
drefs,  equipage,  and  other  expenfive  fuper- 
fluities,  and  to  profecute  thofe  who  tranf- 
grefs  the  fumptuary  laws,  which  compre- 
hend fuch  objeds,  Thofe  magiftrates  are 
called  Sopra  Proveditori  alle  Pompe ;  they 
were  allowed  a  difcretionary  power  of 
levying  fines,  from  people  of  certain  pro- 
fefSons,   who  deal  entirely  in  articles  of 

luxury. 
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luxury.  Of  this  number,  that  of  public 
courtcfans  was  reckoned.  This  profeflion, 
according  to  all  accounts,  formerly  flourifh- 
ed  at  Venice,  with  a  degree  of  fplendour 
unknown  in  any  other  capital  of  Europe ; 
and  very  confiderable  exactions  were  raifed 
to  the  ufe  of  the  State,  at  particular  times, 
from  the  wealthieft  of  thofe  dealers.  This 
excife,  it  would  appear,  has  been  puflied 
beyond  what  the  trade  could  bear;  for  it  is 
at  prefent  in  a  ftate  of  wretchednefs  and 
decay ;  the  beft  of  the  bufmefs,  as  is  faid, 
being  now  carried  on,  for  mere  pleafurQ, 
by  people  who  do  not  avow  themfelvcs  of 
the  profeffion. 
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LETTER    XIV. 


Venice* 


NO  government  was  ever  more  punc- 
tual, and  impartial,  than  that  of 
Venice,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws.  This 
was  thought  cflential  to  the  well-being, 
and  very  exiftence,  of  the  State.  For  this, 
all  refpeA  for  individuals,  all  private  con- 
fiderations  whatever,  and  every  compunc- 
tious feeling  of  the  heart,  is  facrificed* 
To  execute  law  with  all  the  rigour  of 
juftice,  is  confidered  as  the  chief  virtue  of 
a  judge ;  and,  as  there  are  cafes  in  which 
the  fterncft  may  relent,  the  Venetian  go- 
vernment has  taken  care  to  appoint  certain 
magiftrates,  whofe  fole  buflnefs  is  to  fee 
that  others  perform  their  duty  upon  all 
occafions. 

The 
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The  pundual  execution  of  the  laws  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  an  objedi  of  great  atten- 
tion in  every  government ;  yet  cafes  fome- 
times  occur,  where  humanity  wiflies  for  a 
power  in  the  conftitution,  which,  inflead 
of  enforcing  the  rigorous  execution  of  cri- 
minal juftice,  could  mollify  or  diljpenfe  with 
its  feverity  *. 

In  the  year  1400,  while  Antonio  Venier 
was  Doge,  his  fon  having  committed  an 
offence  which  evidently  fprung  from  mere 
youthful  levity,  and  nothing  worfe^  was  con- 
demned in  a  fine  of  one  hundred  ducats,^  and 
to  be  imprifoned  for  a  certain  time^ 

^  The  greatefl  danger  in  admitting  fucli  a  power  is, 
that  it  may  be  u(ed  with  partiality.  But  the  admirable 
Britiih  inditution  of  Trial  by  Jury  is  not  liable  to  this 
objf  Aion  ;  for  the  jory,  who  in  reality  determine  the  fate 
jof  the  accufed,  not  being  known  previous  to  the  trial, 
cannot  be  prai^ifed  upon,  and  made  fubfervient  to  partial 
Tiews. — They  have  a  right  not  only  to  decide  on  the  fafl, 
but  on  the  point  of  law  that  may  arife  out  of  it;  by  which 
means  a  Briitlh  fubjcfl  is  guarded  againll  the  decifions  of 
•men,  in  whofe  hearts  the  feelings  of  humanity  are  impaired 
by  the  pravilice  of  criminal  juihce,  and  by  the  infolence 
of  permanent  oHiciai  authority. 

WhUe 
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While  the  young  man  was  in  prifon^  he 
fell  fick,  and  petitioned  to  be  removed  to  a 
purer  air.  The  Doge  rejeded  the  petition; 
declaring,  that  the  fentence  muft  be  exe^ 
cuted  literally ;  and  that  his  fon  mufl  take 
the  fortune  of  others  in  the  fame  predica* 
ment.  The  youth  was  much  beloved,  and 
many  applications  were  made,  that  the  fen- 
tence might  be  foftened,  on  account  of  the 
danger  which  threatened  him.  The  father 
was  inexorable,  and  the  fon  died  in  prifon* 
Of  whatever  refined  fubftance  this  man's 
heart  may  have  been  compofed,  I  am  better 
pleafed  that  mine  is  made  of  the  common 
materials. 

Carlo  Zeno  was  accufed,  by  the  Council 
of  Ten,  of  having  received  a  fum  of  money 
from  Francis  Carraro,  fon  of  the  Seignior  of 
Padua,  contrary  to  an  exprefs  law,  which 
forbids  all  fubjeds  of  Venice,  on  any  pre- 
text whatever,  accepting  any  falary,  pen- 
fion,  or  gratification,  from  a  foreign  Prince, 

3  W 
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t6o      ^^^^ 

This  accufation  was  grounded  on 

^  net  /bund  among  Carraro's  accounts, 
hen  Padua  was  taken  by  the  Venetians. 
In  th^'s  paper  was  an  article  of  four  hun- 
ted ducats  paid  to  Carlo  Zeno,  who   de- 
Jared,  in  his  defence,  that  while  he  xiv^as, 
by  the  Senate's  permiffion,  governor  of  the 
Milanefe,   he  had  vifited  Carraro,    then  a 
prifoner  in  the  caftle  of  Afti ;    and  finding 
him  in  want  of  common  neceflaries,  he  had 
advanced  to  him  the  fum  in  queflion ;    and 
that  this  Prince,  having  been  liberated  fome 
fhort  time  after,  had,  on  his  retara  to  Padua^ 
repsdd  the  money, 

Zeno  was  a  man  of  acknowledged  can- 
dour,  and  of  the  highefl:  reputation;  he 
had  commanded  the  fleets  and  armies  of 
the  State  with  the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs; 
yet  neither  this,  nor  any  other  confidera- 
tions,  prevailed  on  the  Court  to  depart 
from  their  ufual  feverity.  They  owned 
that,   from  Zeno's  ufual  integrity,   there 

was 
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was  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  truth  of  his 
declaration ;  but  the  afTertioils  of  an  acctifed 
perfon  were   not  fuflScient  to   efface  the 
forcfe    of    the    prefumptive    circilmftances 
which  appeared  againft  hini.— Hid  declara- 
tion might  be  conviticing  to  thofe  whb 
knew  him  intimately,  but  was  not  legal 
evidence  of  his  ibnocence^    and  they  ad-» 
hered  to  a  diftinguilhing  maxim  of  this 
Court,  that  it  is  of  more  importance  to  the 
State,  to  intimidate  every  one  from  even 
the  appearance  of  fuch  a  crime,  than  to 
allow  a  perfon,  againft  whom  a  prefump- 
tion  of  guilt  remained,  to  efcape,  however 
innocent  he  might  be.     This  man,    who 
had  rendered  the  moft  eflential  fervices  to 
the  republic,  and  had  gained  many  vi£to^ 
lies,  was  condemned  to  be  removed  from 
all  his  offices,  and  to  be  imprifoned  for  twa 
years. 

But  the  moft  afieding  inftahce  of  the 

odious    inflexibility   of   Venetian    courts. 

Vol.  L  M  appears 
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appears  in  the  cafe  of  Fofcari^^  fon  to  the 
Doge  of  that  name. 

TThis  young  man  had^  by  fome  impru* 
dences,  given  offence  to  the  Senate,  and 
was,  by  their  orders,  confined  at  Trevilb, 
when  Almor  Donato,  one  of  the  Council 

■ 

of  Ten,  was  affaflinated,  oa  the  5th  of 
November  1450,  as  he  entered  his  own 
houfe. 

A  reward,  in  ready  money,  with  pardon 
for  this  or  any  other  crime,  and  a  pen- 
fion  of  two  hundred  ducats,  revertible  to 
children,  was  promifed  to  any  perfon  who 
would  djfcover  the  planner  or  perpetrator 
of  this  crime.  No  fuch  difcovery  was 
made. 

One  of  young  Fofcari's  footmen,  named 
Olivier,  had  been  obferved  loitering  near 
Donato's  houfe  on  the  evening  of  the  mur- 
der ;^— he  fled .  from  Venice  next  morning. 
Thefe,    with  other  cixcumflances   of  left 

importance. 
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importance,  created  d  ftrong  fufpidon  tli^t 
Fofcan  had  engaged  this  man  to  commit 
the  murder. 

Olivier  was  taken,  brought  t€  Venice,  put 
to  the  torture,  and  confe^ei  nothing ;  yet 
the  Council  of  Ten^  being  prepofTeiTed  with 
dn  opinion  of  their  guilt,  and  imagining 
that  the  mafler  would  have  lefs  refolutioh, 
ufed  him  in  the  fame  cruel  manner. — ^The 
unhappy  young  man,  in  the  midft  of  ^s 
agony,  continued  to  affert,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  afTailinatibn.  This  con- 
vinced the  Goiirt  of  his  firmnefs,  but  not 
of  his  innocence ;  yet  as  there  was  no  legal 
j^roof  of  his  guilt,  they  could  not  fentence 
him  to  death.  He  was  condemned  to  pais 
the  re&  of  his  life  in  banifhment,  at  Gan^a, 
in  the  iiland  of  Candia. 


This  unfortunate .  youth  bore  his  exile 
with  more  impatience  than  he  had  done 
the  rack;   he  often  wrote  to  his  relations 

M  a  and 
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and  friends,  praying  them  to  intercede  in 
his  behalf,  that  the  term  of  his  banifhment 
might  be  abridged,  and  that  he  might  be 
permitted  to  return  to  his  family  before  he 
died. — ^All  his  applications  were  fruitlefe; 
thofe  to  whom  he  addrefled  himfelf  had 
never  interfered  in  his  favour,  for  fear  of 
giving  offence  to  the  obdurate  Council,  or 
had  interfered  in  vain. 

After  langui(hing  five  years  ia  exile, 
having  loft  all  hope  of  return,  through  the 
interpofition  of  his  own  family  or  country-^ 
men,  in  a  fit  of  defpair  he  addreffed  the 
Duke  of  Milan,  putting  him  in  mind  of 
fervices  which  the  Doge,  his  father,  had 
rendered  him,  and  begging  that  he  would 
ufe  his  powerful  influence  with  the  State  of 
Venice,  that  his  fentence  might  be  re- 
called. He  entrufted  his  letter  to  a  mer-^ 
chant,  going  from  Canea  to  Venice,  who 
promifed  to  take  the  fuil  opportunity  of 
fending  it  from  thence  to  the  Duke;  inftead 

of 
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of  which,  this  wretch,  as  foon  as  he  arrived 
at  Venice,  delivered  it  to  the  chiefs  of  the 
Council  of  Ten, 

This  condufl;  of  young  Fofcari  appeared 
criminal  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  judges ;  for, 
by  the  laws  of  the  republic,  all  its  fubjedls 
are  exprefsly  forbid  claiming  the  protedioa 
of  foreign  princes,  in  any  thing  which  re- 
lates to  the  government  of  Venice. 

Fofcari  was  therefore  ordered  to  be  brought 
from  Candia,  and  fhut  up  in  the  State  prifon. 
There  the  chiefs  of  the  Council  of  Ten  or- 
dered him  once  more  to  be  put  to  the  tor- 
ture, to  draw  from  him  the  motives  which 
determined  him  to  apply  to  the  Duke  of 
Milan.  Such  an  exertion  of  law  is,  indeed, 
the  niofl  flagrant  injuflice. 

The  miferable  youth  declared  tQ  the 
Council,  that  he  had  wrote  the  letter,  in 
the  full  perfuafion  that  the  merchant,  whofe 
charader  he  knew,  would  betray  hiai,  and 

M  3  deliver 
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deliver  it  to  them:  the  confequence  of 
nvhich,  he  forefaw,  would  be,  his  being 
ordered  back  a  prifoner  to  Venice,  the  only 
means  he  had  in  his  power  of  feeing  bis 
parents  and  friends ;  a  pleafure  for  i^irhich 
he  had  languifhed,  with  unfurmountable 
defire,  for  fome  time,  and  which  he  was 
willing  to  purchafe  at  the  expence  of  any 
danger  or  pain. 

The  Judges,  little  afFefled  with  this 
generous  inftance  of  filial  piety,  ordained, 
that  the  unhappy  young  man  Ihould  be  car- 
ried back  to  Candia,  and  there  be  imprifbn- 
ed  for  a  year,  and  remain  baniihed  to  that 
ifland  for  life ;  with  this  condition,  that  if 
he  fhould  make  any  more  applications  to 
foreign  Powers,  his  imprifonment  ihould 
be  perpetual.  At  the  fame  time  they  gave 
permifTion,  that  the  Doge,  and  his  lady, 
might  vifit  their  unfortunate  fon. 

The  Doge  was,  at  this  time,  very  old ; 
he  had    been   in  poffeflion  of  the   office 

above 
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above  thirty  years.  Thofe  wretched  parents 
had  an  interview  with  their  fon  in  one  of 
the  apartments  of  the  palace ;    they  em- 
braced him  with  all  the  tendernefs  which 
his   misfortunes,    and   his   filial   afFe£tion, 
deferved.     The    father    exhorted   him  to 
bear  his  hard  fate  with  flrmnefs  ;    the  fon 
protefted,  in  the  moft  moring  terms,  that 
this  was  not  in  his  power ;   that  however 
others  could  fupport  the  difmal  ionelinefs  of 
a  prifon,  he  could  not ;    that  his  heart  was 
formed  for  friendfhip,  and  the  reciprocal 
endearments  of  focial  life ;  without  which 
his  foul  funk  into  dejedlion  worfe  than 
death,   from  which  alone  he  ihould  look 
for  relief,  if  he  fhould  again  be  confined  to 
the  horrors  of  a  prifon ;  and,  melting  into 
tears,  he  funk  at  his  father's  feet,  imploring 
him  to  take  compafiion  on  a  fon  who  had 
ever  loved  him  with  the  moft  dutiful  afiec* 
tion,  and  who  was  perfe<3:ly  innocent  of 
the  crime  of  which  he  was  accufed;    he 
conjured  him,  by  every  bond  of  nature  and 

M  4  religion. 


i68      VIEW   OF   SOCIETY   AND 

religion,  by  the  bowels  of  a  father,  and 
the  mercy  of  a  Redeemer,  to  ufe  his  in- 
fluence with  the  Council  to  mitigate  their 
fentence,  that  he  might  be  faved  from  the 
mod  cruel  of  all  deaths,  that  of  expiring 
under  the  flow  tortures  of  a  hrokea  heart, 
in  a  horrible  banifliment  from  eyery  crea^^ 
ture  he  loved.~**  My  fon,**  replied  the 
Doge,  *^  fubmit  to  the  laws  of  your  oountry, 
^*  and  do  not  afk  of  me  what  it  is  not  in 
♦*  my  power  to  obtain,** 

Having  made  this  eflfort,  he  retired  to 
another  apartment ;  and,  unable  to  (upport 
any  longer  the  acutenefs  of  his  feelings,  he 
funk  into  a  flate  of  infenfibility,  in  which 
condition  he  remained  till  fome  time  after  his 
fon  had  failed  on  his  return  to  Candia^ 

Nobody  has  prefumed  to  defcribe  the 
anguifh  ofthe  wretched  mother;  thofe  who 
are  endowed  with  the  mofl:  exquifite  fenfit* 
bility,  and  who  bav^  experienced  diftr^ fles 

in 
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ki  fome  degree  fimilar,  will  have  the  jufteft 
Idea  of  what  it  was. 

The  accumulated  niifery  of  thofe  un- 
happy parents  touched  the  hearts  of  fome 
of  the  moft  powerful  Senatorsi  who  applied 
with  fo  much  energy  for  a  complete  pardon 
for  young  Fofcari,  that  they  were  on  the 
point  of  obtaining  it ;  when  a  veflel  arrived 
from  Candia,  with  tidings,  that  the  miferable 
youth  had  expired  in  prifon  a  Ihort  time 
after  his  return. 

Some  years  after  this,  Nicholas  Erizzo, 
a  noble  Venetian,  being  on  his  death-bed^ 
confefled  that,  bearing  a  violent  refentmeni 
againft  the  Senator  Donato,  he  had  com* 
mitted  the  aflaflination  for  which  the  un- 
happy family  of  Fofcari  had  fuffered  i^ 
much« 

At  this  time  the  forrows  of  the  Doge 
were  at  an  end ;  he  had  exifted  only  a  few 

months 
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months  after  the  death  of  his  fon.  His  life 
had  been  prolonged,  till  he  beheld  his  fon 
perfecuted  to  death  for  an  infamous  crime ; 
but  not  till  he  fhould  fee  this  foul  ftain 
wafhed  from  his  family,  and  the  innocence 
of  his  beloved  fon  made  manifefl:  to  the 
world. 

The  ways  of  Heaven  never  appeared 
more  dark  and  intricate,  than  in  the  inci- 
dents and  cataftrophe  of  this  mournful  Acsry. 
To  reconcile  the  permifHon  of  fuch  events, 
to  our  ideas  of  infinite  power  and  goodnefs, 
however  difficult,  is  a  natural  attempt  in  the 
human  mind,  and  has  exercifed  the  iilge« 
nuity  of  philofophers  in  all  ages,  while,  in 
the  eyes  of  Chriftians,  thofe  feeming  per- 
plexities afford  an  additional  proof,    that 
there  will  be  a  future  ftate,  in  which  the 
ways  of  God  to  man  will  be  fully  juftified.    - 
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LETTER     XV. 

Venice. 

I  Deferred  giving  you  any  account  of  the 
Council  of  Ten,  till  I  came  to  mention 
the  State  Inquifitors,  as  the  laft  was  ingrafted 
on  the  former,  and  was  merely  intended  to 
flrengthen  the  hands,  and  augment  the 
power,  of  that  court. 

The  Council  of  Ten  confifts,  in  efFeft,  of 
feventeen  members;  tor,  befides  the  ten 
noblemen  chofen  annually  by  the  Grand 
Council,  from  whofe  number  this  court  re- 
ceives its  name,  the  Doge  prefides,  and  the 
fix  Counfellors  of  the  Seigniory  affift,  when 
they  think  proper,  at  all  deliberations. 

This  court  was  firft  inftituted  in  the  year 
1 3 10,  immediately  after  Theipolo's  con- 

fpiracy. 

It 
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It  is  fupreme  in  all  State  crimes.  It  is 
the  duty  of  three  chiefs,  chofea  every 
month  from  this  court,  by  lot,  to  open  all 
letters  addreflcd  to  it  j  to  report  the  con* 
tents,  and  affemble  the  members,  when  they 
think  proper.  They  have  the  po^ver  of 
feizing  accufed  perfons,  examining  them  in 
prifon,  and  taking  their  anfwcrs  in  writing, 
with  the  evidence  againft  them ;  which  be- 
ing laid  before  the  court,  thofe  chiefs  ap- 
pear as  profecutors. 

The  prifoners,  all  this  time,  are  kept  in 
dofe  confinement,  deprived  of  the  company 
of  relations  and  friends,  and  not  allowed 
to  receive  any  advice  by  letters.  They 
can  have  no  counfel  to  aflift  them,  unlefs 
one  of  the  Judges  choofes  to  aflume  that 
office;  in  which  cafe  he  is  permitted  to 
manage  their  defence,  and  plead  their 
caufe ;  after  which  the  Court  decide,  by  a 
majority  of  votes,  acquitting  the  prifoner, 
or  condemning  him  to  private  or  public 

execution. 
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execution,  as  they  think  proper;  and  if 
any  perfons  murmur  at  the  fate  of  their 
relations  or  friends,  and  talk  of  their  in- 
nocencei  and  the  injuftice  they  have  met 
with,  thefe  malcontents  are  in  great  danger 
of  meeting  with  the  fame  fate. 

I  am  convinced  you  vrill  think,  that  fuch 
a  court  vras  fufficiently  powerful  to  anfwer 
every  good  purpofe  of  government.  This, 
it  would  appear,  was  not  the  opinion  of 
the  Grand  Council  of  Venice ;  who  thought 
proper,  in  the  year  1501,  to  create  the 
Tribunal  of  State  Inquifitors,  which  is  flUl 
more  defpotic  and  brief  in  its  manner  of 
proceeding. 

This  court  confifts  of  three  members,  all 
taken  from  the  Council  of  Ten ;  two  lite-- 
rally  from  the  Ten,  and  the  third  from  the 
Counfellors  of  the  Seigniory,  who  alfo  make 
a  part  of  that  Council. 

.  Thefe 
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Thefe  three  perfons  have  the  povt^tr  of 
deciding,  without  appeal,  on  the  lives  of 
every  citizen  belonging  to  the  Venetian 
State ;  the  higheft  of  the  nobility,  even  thtf 
I>oge  himfelf,  not  being  excepted.     They 
keep  the  keys  of  the  boxes  into  which 
anonymous  informations  are  thrown.      The 
informers  who  expe£):  a.  recompence,  cut 
off  a  little  piece  of  their  letter,  which  they 
afterwards  (hew  to  the  Inquifitor  when 
they  claim  a  reward.     To  thofe  three  Ia« 
quiiitors  is  given,  the  right  of  employing 
ijpies,  confidering  fecret  intelligence,  iflutng 
orders  to  feize  all  perfons  whofe  words  or 
anions  they  think  reprehenfible,  and  aftes* 
wards  trying  them  when  they  think  proper* 
If  all  the  three  are   of  one  opinion,    no 
farther  ceremony  is  neceflary ;    they  may 
order  the  prifoner  to  be  ftrangled  in  prifbn^ 
drowned  in  the  Canal    Orfano,    hanged 
privately  in  the  night-time,  between  the 
pillars,    0(    executed    publicly,    as    they 
^  pleafe;  . 
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pleafe ;  and  whatever  their  decifion  be,  no 
farther  inquifition  can  be  made  on  the 
fubjed ;  but  if  any  one  of  the  three  differs 
in  opinion  from  his  brethren,  the  caufe 
muft  be  carried  before  the  full  aflembly  of 
the  CSouncil  of  Tctl  One  would  naturally 
imagine,  that  by  thofe  the  prifoner  would 
have  a  good  chance  of  being  acquitted; 
becaufe  the  difference  in  opinion  of  the 
three  Inquifitors  flieWs,  that  the  cafe  is^  at 
lead,  dubious;  and  in  dubious  cafes  one 
would  expefl  the  leaning  would  be  to  the 
favourable  fide  j  but  this  court  is  governed 
by  different  maxims  from  thofe  you  are 
acquainted  with.  It  is  a  rule  here  to  admit 
of  fmaller  prefumptions  in  all  crimes  whicli 
affedl  the  Government,  than  in  other  cafes  \ 
and  the  only  difference  they  make  be^ 
tween  a  crime  fully  proved,  and  one  more 
doubtful,  is,  that,  in  the  firft  cafe,  the  exe- 
cution is  in  broad  day-light;  whereas^ 
when  there  are  doubts  jof  the  prifoner's 
guilt,  he  is  only  put  to  death  priyatelyi^ 

The 
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The  State  Inqulfitors  have  keys  to  evety 
apartment  of  the  Ducal  palace^  and  can^ 
Vfhcn  they  think  proper,  penetrate  into  the 
Tery  bed-chamber  of  the  Doge,  open  his 
cabinet,  and  examine  his  papers.  Of  courfc 
they  may  command  accefs  to  the  houfe  of 
every  individual  in  the  State.  They  con« 
tinue  in  office  only  one  year,  but  are  not 
refponfible  afterwards  for  their  conduct 
nvhile  they  v^ere  in  authority. 

Can  you  think  you  would  be  pcrfe^Iy 
compofed,  and  eafy  in  your  mind,  if  you 
lived  in  the  falne  city  with  three  perfbns^ 
who  had  the  power  of  fhutting  you  up  in 
a  dungeon,  and  putting  you  to  death  when 
they  pleafed,  and  without  being  accountable 
for  fo  doing? 

If,  from  the  charadtefs  of  the  Inquifltots 
of  one  year,  a  man  had  nothing  to  dread^ 
ftill  he  might  fear  that  a  fet,  of  a  different 
charafier,  might  be  in  authority  the  next ;. 

and 
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and  although  he  were  perfuaded,  that  the 
Inquifitors  would  always  be  chofen  from 
among  men  of  the  moft  known  integrity  in 
the  State,  he  might  tremble  at  the  malice 
of  informers,  and  fecret  enemies ;  a  com- 
bination of  whom  might  impofe  on  the 
under/landings  of  upright  Judges,  efpe- 
cially  where  the  accufed  is  excluded  from 
his  friends,  and  denied  counfel  to  aflift  him 
in  his  defence;  for,  let  him  be  never  fo 
confcious  of  innocence,  he  cannot  be  fure 
of  remaining  unfufpeded,  or  unaccufed  ; 
nor  can  he  be  certain,  that  he  fliall  not  be 
put  to  the  rack,  to  fupply  a  deficiency  of 
evidence:  and  finally,  although  a  man 
were  naturally  poflefled  of  fo  much  firm- 
nefs  of  charader  as  to  feel  no  inquietude 
from  any  of  thofc  confi derations  on  his 
own  account,  he  might  ftill  be  under  ap- 
prehenfions  for  his  children,  and  other 
connexions,  for  whom  fome  men  feel  more 
anxiety  than  for  themfelves. 

Vol.  I.  N  Such 
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Such  refleftions  naturally  arife  ifi  the 
minds  of  thofe  who  have  been  born,  and 
accuftomed  to  live,  in  a  free  country,  where 
no  fuch  defpotic  tribunal  is  eftablifhed; 
yet  we  find  people  apparently  eafy  in  the 
midft  of  all  thofe  dangers ;  nay,  we  know 
that  mankind  fhew  the  fame  indifference  in 
cities,  where  the  Emperor,  or  the  Bafhaw, 
amufes  himfelf,  from  time  to  time,  in  cut- 
ting off  the  heads  of  thofe  he  happens  to 
meet  with  in  his  walks ;  and  I  make  no 
doubt,  that  if  it  were  ufual  for  the  earth 
to  open,  and  fwallow  a  proportion  of  its 
inhabitants  every  day,  mankind  virould 
behold  this  with  as  much  coolnefs  as  at 
prefent  they  read  the  bills  of  mortality. 
Such  is  the  efFe£t  of  habit  on  the  human 
mind,  and  fo  wonderfully  does  it  accom- 
modate itfelf  to  thofe  evils  for  which  there 
is  no  remedy. 

But  thefe  confiderations  do  not  account 
for  the   Venetian    nobles    fuffering    fuch 

tribunals 
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tribunals  as  thofe  of  the  Council  of  Ten^ 
or  the  State  Inquifitors,  to  exift,  becauie 
thefe  are  evils  which  it  unqueftionably  is  in 
their  power  to  remedy  j  and  attempts  have 
been  made,  at  various  times,  by  parties  of 
the  nobility,  to  remove  them  entirely,  but 
without  fuccefs  j  the  majority  of  the  Grand 
Council  having,  upon  trial,  been  found  for 
preferving  thefe  inftitutions. 

It  is  believed  to  be  owing  to  the  attention 
of  thefe  courts,  that  the  Venetian  republic 
has  lafled  longer  than  any  other ;  but,  in  my ' 
opinion,  the  chief  obje£t  of  a  government 
ihould  be,  to  render  the  people  happy ;  and 
if  it  fails  in  that,  the  longer  it  lafls,  fo  much 
the  worfe.  If  they  are  rendered  miferable 
by  that  which  is  fuppofed  to  preferve  the 
State,  they  cannot  be  lofers  by  removing 
it,  be  the  confequence  what  it  may ;  and  I 
fancy  moft  people  would  rather  live  in  a 
convenient,  comfortable  houfe,  which  could 
ftand  only  a  few  centuries,  than  in  a  gloomy 

» 

gothic  fabric,  which  would  laft  to  the  day 

N  2  of 
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of  judgment.  Thefe  defpotic  courts^  the 
State  Inquifitors,  and  Council  of  Ten,  have 
had  their  admirers,  not  only  among  the  Ve- 
netian nobility,  but  among  foreigners;  even 
among  fuch  as  have,  on  other  occafions, 
profefled  principles  very  unfavourable  to 
arbitrary  power. 

I  find  the  following  paffage  in  a  letter  of 
Bifhop  Burnet,  relating  to  Venice  : 

"  But  this  leads  me  to  fay  a  little  to  you 
of  that  part  of  the  conftitutlon,  which  is 
fo  cenfured  by  ftrangers,  but  is  really 
both  the  greateft  glory,  and  the  chief 
fecurity,  of  this  republic ;  which  is,  the 
unlimited  power  of  the  Inquifitors,  that 
extends  not  only  to  the  chief  of  the 
nobility,  but  to  the  Duke  himfelf ;  who 
is  fo  fubjedl  to  them,  that  they  may  not 
only  give  him  fevere  reprimands,  but 
fearch  his  papers,  make  his  proccfs,  and, 
in  conclufion,  put  him  to  death,  without 
being  bound  to  give  any  account  of  their 
proceedings,    except  to  the  Council  of 

"Ten. 
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^  Ten.  Thisis  the  dread,  not  only  of  all  the 
"  fubjeds,  but  of  the  whole  nobility,  and 
'*  all  that  bear  office  in  the  republic,  and 
"  makes  the  greateft  amongft  them  tremble, 
"  and  fo  obliges  them  to  an  exaiSt  condud.'' 

Now,  for  my  part,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  a  tribunal  which  keeps  the  Doge, 
the  nobility,  and  ail  the  fubjedts,  in  dread, 
and  makes  the  greateft  among  them  trem- 
ble, can  be  no  great  bleffing  in  any  State. 
To  be  in  continual  fear,  is  certainly  a  very 
unhappy  fituation;  and  if  the  Doge,  the 
nobility,  and  all  the  fubjeds,  are  rendered 
unhappy,  I  fhould  imagine,  with  all  fub- 
miffion,  that  the  glory  and  fecurity  of  the 
reft  of  the  republic  muft  be  of  very  fmall 
importance, 

In  the  fame  letter  which  I  have  quoted 
above,  his  Lordfhip,  fpeaking  of  the  State 
Inquifitors,  has  thefe  words :  "  Whea 
"  they  find  any  fault,  they  are  fo  inexo- 
♦^  rable,  and  fo  quick  as  well  as  fevere  in 
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**  their  juftice,  that  the  very  fear  of  this  u 
^^  fo  efiedual  a  reftraint,  that,  perhaps,  the 
**  only  prefervation  of  Venice,  and  of  its 
"  liberty,  is  owing  to  this  lingle  piece  of 
•^  their  conftitution." 

How  would  you,  my  good  friend,  relilh 
that  kind  of  liberty  in   England,    ^vrhich 
could  not  be  preferved  without  the  aflift* 
ance  of  a  defpotic  court  ?  Such  an  idea  of 
liberty  might  have  been  announced   from 
the  throne,  as   one    of   the  myfteries   of 
Government,  by  James  the  Firft,  or  the 
Second ;  but  we  are  amazed  to  find  it  pub^ 
lifhed  by  a  counfellor  and  admirer  of  Wil- 
liam the  Third.  -   It  may,  indeed,  be  iaid, 
that  the  fmallnefs  of  the  Venetian  State, 
and  its  republican  form  of  government, 
render  it  liable  to  be  overturned  by  fudden 
tumults,    or    popular    infurredions :    this 
makes  it  the  more  neceffary  to  keep  a  watch- 
ful eye  over  the  conduifj:  of  individuals, 
and  guard  againft  every  thing  that  may  be 
th?  fource  of  public  commotion  or  diforder. 

The 
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The  inftitution  of  State  Inquifitors  may  be 
thought  to  admit  of  fome  apology  in  this 
view,  like  the  extraordinary  and  irregular 
puniftiment  of  the  Oftracifm  eftabliflied  at 
Athens,  which  had  a  fimilar  foundation. 
In  a  large  State,  or  in  a  lefs  popular  form 
of  government,  the  .fame  dangers  from 
civil  commotions  cannot  be  apprehended ; 
fimilar  precautions  for  preventing  them  are 
therefore  fuperfluous  j  but,  notwithftanding 
every  apology  that  can  be  made,  I  am  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  the  exiftence  of  this 
terrible  tribunal  for  fo  long  a  time  in  the 
Venetian  republic,  becaufe  all  ranks  feem 
to  have  an  interefl  in  its  de(lru£tion ;  and 
I  do  not  fee  on  what  prindiple  any  one 
man,  or  any  fet  of  men,  fhould  wifh  for 
its  prefervation.  It  cannot  be  the  Doge,  for 
the  State  Inquifitors  keep  him  in  abfolute 
bondage ;  nor  would  one  naturally  imagine 
that  the  nobles  would  relifli  this  court,  for 
the  nobles  are  more  expofed  to  the  jealoufy 
of  the  State  Inquifitors  than  the  citizens, 
or  inferior  people ;    and  lead  of  all  ought 
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the  citizens  to  fupport  a  tribunal,  to  which 
none  of  them  can  ever  be  admitted.  ~  As, 
however,  the  body  of  the  nobility  alone 
can  remove  this  tribunal  from  being  part 
of  the  conftitution,  and  yet,  we  find,  they 
have  always  fupported  it ;  we  muf):  con- 
clude, that  a  junto  of  that  body,  which  has 
fufficient  influence  to  command  a  majority 
of  their  brethren,  has  always  retained  the 
power  in  their  own  hands,  and  found 
means  of  having  the  majority,  at  leaft  of 
the  Council  of  Ten,  chofen  from  their  own 
members;  fo  that  this  arbitrary  court  is, 
perhaps,  always  compofed,  by  a  kind  of 
rotation,  of  the  individuals  of  a  junto.  But 
if  the  polTibility  of  this  is  denied,  becaufe 
of  the  precaution  ufed  in  the  form  of  eled- 
ing  by  ballot,  the  only  other  way  I  can 
account  for  a  tribunal  of  fuch  a  nature 
being  permitted  to  exift,  is,  by  fuppofing 
that  a  majority  of  the  Venetian  nobles 
have  fo  great  a  relifh  for  unlimited  power, 
that,  to  have  a  chance  of  enjoying  it  for  a 
Ihort  period,  they  are  willing  to  bear  all 

thq 
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the  miferies  of  flavery  for  the  reft  of  their 
lives. 

The  encouragement  given  by  this  Go^ 
vernment  to  anonymous  accufers,  and  fecret 
informations,  is  attended  with  confequences 
which  greatly  outweigh  any  benefit  that  can 
arife  from  them.  They  muft  deftroy  mutual 
confidence,  and  promote  fufpicions  and  jea* 
loufies  among  neighbours ;  and,  while  they 
render  all  ranks  of  men  fearful,  they  encou- 
rage them  to  be  malicious.  The  laws  ought 
to  be  able  to  prote(9:  every  man  who  openly 
and  boldly  accufes  another. 

If  any  fet  of  men,  in  a  State,  are  fo 
powerful,  that  it  is  dangerous  for  an  in- 
dividual to  charge  them  with  their  crimes 
openly,  there  muft  be  a  weaknefs  in  that 
government  which  requires  a  fpeedy  reme- 
dy ;  but  let  not  that  be  a  remedy  worfe 
than  the  difeafe. 

It  is  no  proof  of  the  boafted  wifdom  of 
this  Government,  that,  in  the  ufe  of  the 

torture, 
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torture,  it  imitates  many  European  States, 
vrhofe  judicial  regulations  it  has  avoided, 
where  they  feem  far  lefs  cenfurable.  The 
pradice  of  forcing  confeffion,  and  procuring 
evidence,  by  this  means,  always  appeared  to 
me  a  complication  of  cruelty  and  abfurdity. 
To  make  a  man  fuffer  more  than  the  pains 
of  death,  that  you  may  difcover  whether  he 
deferves  death  or  not,  is  a  manner  of  dif^ 
tributing  juftice  which  I  cannot  reconcile 
to  my  idea  of  equity. 

If  it  be  the  intention  of  the  legiflature,  that 
every  crime  fhall  be  expiated  by  the  fufier- 
ings  of  fomebody,  regardlefs  whether  this 
expiation  is  made  by  the  agonies  of  an  in- 
nocent perfon,  or  a  guilty,  then  there  is  no 
more  to  be  faid ;  but,  if  the  intention  be  to 
difcover  the  truth,  this  horrid  device  of  the 
torture  will  very  often  fail ;  for  nineteen 
people  out  of  twenty  will  declare  whatever 
they  imagine  will  fooneft  put  an  end  to  their 
fufierings,  whether  it  be  truth  or  falfehood^ 
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LETTER     XVI. 

VcAice. 

ALthough  many  important  events  have 
happened  fmce  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  State  Inquiiition,  which  have  greatly 
affeded  the  power^  riches,  and  extent  of  do« 
minion,  of  this  republic,  yet  the  nature  of  the 
Government  has  remained  much  the  fame* 
In  what  I  have  to  add,  therefore,  I  fhall  be 
very  fhort  and  general. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  it  was  the 
ufual  policy  of  this  republic  to  maintain  a 
neutrality,  as  long  as  poflible,  in  all  the  wars 
which  took  place  among  her  neighbours; 
and  when  obliged,  contrary  to  her  inclina-* 
tions,  to  declare  for  either  party,  ihe  gene» 
rally  joined  with  that  State,  whofe  diftant 
fituation  rendered  its  power  and  profperity 
|he  leaft  dangerous  of  the  two  to  Venice. 

Thi« 
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This  republic  feems,  however,  to   have 
too   much   negleded    to    form     defenfive 
aUiances  with  other  States;    and,    by  the 
continual  jealoufy  (he  fhewed  of  them,  join- 
ed to  her  immenfe  riches,  at  laft  became  the 
objefl  of  the  hatred  and  envy  of  all  the 
Powers  in  Europe.   This  univerf^l  jealoufy 
was  roufed,   and  brought  into  adtion,   in 
the  year  1508,  by  the  intriguing  genius  of 
Pope  Julius  the  Second.     A  confederacy 
was    fecretly    entered    into    at    Cambray, 
between  Julius,  the  Emperor  Maximilian, 
Lewis    the   Twelfth,     and   Ferdinand   of 
Aragon,   againft  the   republic  of  Venice. 
A  bare  enumeration  of  the  Powers  which 
compofed  this  league,   gives  a  very  high 
idea  of  the  importance  of  the  State  againft 
which  it  was  formed. 

The  Duke  of  Savoy,  the  Duke  of  Far* 
rara,  and  the  Duke  of  Mantua,  acceded  to 
this  confederacy,  and  gave  in  claims  to 
part  of  the  dominions  of  Venice.  It  was 
not  difficult  to  form  pretenfions  to  the  beft 

part 
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part  of  the  dominions  of  a  State^  which 
originally  poflefled  nothing  but  a  few  marfhy 
iflands  at  the  bottom  of  the  Adriatic  Gulph. 
It  was  the  general  opinion  of  Europe,  that 
the  league  of  Cambray  would  reduce  Venice 
to  her  original  pofleffions^ 

The  Venetians,  finding  thcmfelves  de- 
prived of  all  hopes  of  foreign  afiiftancc, 
fought  fupport  from  their  owii  courage, 
and  refolved  to  meet  the  danger  which 
threatened  them,  with  the  fpirit  of  a  brave 
and  independent  people. 

Their  General,  Count  Alviano,  led  an 
army  againft  Lewis,  who,  being  prepared 
before  the  other  confederates,  had  already 
entered  Italy.  However  great  the  magna- 
nimity of  the  Senate,  and  the  fkill  of  their 
General,  the  foldiery  were  by  no  means 
equal  to  the  difciplined  troops  of  France, 
led  by  a  martial  nobility,  and  headed  by  a 
gallant  monarch.  The  army  of  Alviano 
was  defeated  ;  new  enemies  poured  on  the 
republic  from  all  fides;  and  fhe  loft,  in  one 

campaign, 
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campaign,  all  the  territories  in  Italy  which 
fhe  had  been  ages  in  acquiring. 

Venice  now  found  that  fhe   coiild    no 
longer  depend  on  her  own  ftrength  and 
refources,    and  endeavoured  to  breaks   by 
policy^  a  combination  which  fhe  had  not 
force  to  refill.  The  Venetian  Senate,  know- 
ing that  Julius  was  the  foul  of  the  con- 
federacy, offered  to  deliver  up  the  towns 
he  claimed,    and   made  every  other  fub- 
miffion  that  could  gratify  the  pride,  and 
avert  the  anger,  of  that  ambitious  PontifF; 
they  alfo  find  means  to  feparate  Ferdinand 
from  the  alliance.     Lewis  and  Maximilian 
being  now  their  only  enemies,  the  Vene- 
tians are  able  to  fuflain  the  war,  till  Julius, 
bearing  no  longer  any  refentment  againft 
the  republic,  and  feized  with  remorfe  at 
beholding  his  native  country  ravaged  by 
French  and  German  armies,    unites  with 
Venice  to  drive  the  invaders  out  of  Italy  5 
and  this  republic  is  faved,  with  the  lofs  of 
a  fmall  part  of  her  Italian  dominions,  from 

a  ruin 
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a  ruin  which  all  Europe  had  confidered  as 
inevitable.  The  long  and  expenfive  wars 
between  the  different  Powers  of  Europe,  in 
which  this  State  was  obliged  to  take  part^ 
prove  that  her  ftrength  and  refources  were 
not  exhaufted. 

In  the  year  1570,  the  Venetians  were 
forced  into  a  ruinous  war  with  the  Ottoman 
Empire,  at  a  time  when  the  Senate,  fenfible 
of  the  great  need  they  flood  in  of  repofc, 
had,  with  much  addrefs  and  policy,  kept 
clear  of  the  quarrels  which  agitated  the  reft 
of  Europe.  But  Solyman  the  Second,  upon 
the  mofl  frivolous  pretext,  demanded  from 
them  the  ifland  of  Cyprus, 

It  was  evident  to  all  the  world,  that  he 

had  no  better  foundation  for  this  claim, 

than  a  flrong  defire,  fupported  by  a  fuflSI- 

cient  power,  of  conquering  the  ifland«   This 

kind  of  right  might  not  be  thought  complete 

in  a  court  of  equity ;  but,  in  the  jurifpru- 

dence  of  monarchs,  it  has  always  been  found 

preferable  to  every  othen 

The 
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The  Turks  make  a  dcfcent,  with  a  great 
army,  on  Cyprus  ;  they  inveft  Famagouftay 
the  capital ;  the  garrifon  defends  it  with  the 
moft  obftinate  bravery  ;  the  Turks  ajfe  re- 
pulfed  in  repeated  aflaults;  many  thou« 
fands  of  them  are  flain  ;  but  the  ranks  arc 
conftantly  fupplied  by  reinforcements.  An- 
tonio Bragadino,  the  commander,  having 
difplaycd  proofs  of  the  higheft  military  fkill, 
and  the  moft  heroic  courage,  his  garrifoil 
being  quite  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  and 
greatly  reduced  in  point  of  numbers,  is 
obliged  to  capitulate. 

The  terms  were,  that  the  garrifon  fliould 
march  out  with  their  arms,  baggage,  and 
three  nieces  of  cannon,  and  fhould  be  tranf- 
ported  to  Candia  in  Turkifh  vefTels ;  that 
the  citizens  fhould  not  be  pillaged,  but 
allowed  to  retire  with  their  cfFefts. 

Muftapha,  the  Turkifli  Bafhaw,  no 
fooner  had  pofleflion  of  the  place,  than  he 
delivered  it  up  to  be  pillaged  by  the  Janif- 
farics ;  the  garrifon  were  put  in  chains,  and 

made 
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made  flaves  on  board  the  Turkifh  gallies* 
The  principal  oflBcers  were  beheaded^  and 
the  gallant  Bragadino  was  tied  to  a  pillar^ 
andi  in  the  Bafliaw's  prefence,  flayed 
alive* 

We  meet  with  events  it  the  annals  of 
mankind^  that  make  us  doubt  the  truth  of 
the  moft  authentic  hiftory.  \Ve  cannot  be- 
lieve that  fuch  anions  have  ever  been 
committed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  globe, 
and  by  creatures  of  the  fame  fjpecies  with 
ourfelves4  We  are  tempted  to  think  we 
are  perufing  the  records  of  hell,  whofe  in- 
habitants, according  to  the  mod  authentic 
accounts,  derive  a  conftant  pleafure  from 
the  tortures  of  each  other,  as  well  as  of  all 
foreigners* 

The  conqiieft  of  the  ifland  of  Cyprus  ia 
faid  to  have  coft  the  Turks  fifty  thoufand 
lives.  At  this  time,  not  Venice  only,  but  all 
Chriftendom,  had  reafon  to  dread  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Turkifh  arms.  The  State  of 
Venice  folicited  affiflance  from  all  the  Ca- 

VoL.  I.  O  tholic 
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tholic  States ;  but  France  was^  at  that  timCi 
IQ  alliance  with  the  Turks;  Maximiliaa 
dreaded  their  power ;  the  Crown  of  Portu- 
gal was  poflefled  by  a  child,  and  Poland 
was  exhaufted  by  her  wars  with  Ruffia* 
The  Venetians,  on  this  prefling  occafioDi 
received  affiftance  from  Rome,  whofe  power 
they  had  fo  often  refifted,  and  from  Spaiui 
their  late  enemy.' 

Pope   Pius   the   Fifth,    and  Philip    the 
Second,  joined  their  fleets  with  that  of  the 
republic.     The  confederate  fleet  aflembled 
at  Meflina,     The  celebrated  Don  John  of 
Auftria,  natural  fon  to  Charles  the  Fiftb^ 
was  Generaliflimo  ;    Mark  Antonio   Co- 
ionna  commanded  the  Pope's  diviflon,  and 
Sebaftian    Veniero    the   Venetian.       The 
Turkifli  fleet  was  greatly  fuperior  in  the 
number  of  veflels. 

The  two  fleets  meet  in  the  Gulph  of 
Lapanta  :  it  is  faid,  that  the  Turkifli  gallies 
were  entirely  worked  by  Chriftian  flaves^ 
and  the  gallies  of  the  Chriftians  by  Turk- 

iflis 
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ifh ;  •  a  ihocking  proof  of  the  barbarous 
manner  in  which  prifoners  of  war  were 
treated  in  that  age ;    and,  in  this  inftance, 

* 

as  abfurd  as  it  was  barbarous ;  for  a  cartel 
for  an  exchange  of  prifoners  would  have 
given  freedom  to  the  greater  number  of 
thofe  unhappy  men,  without  diminifhing 
the  ftrength  of  either  navy.  The  fleets 
engage,  and  the  Turks  are  entirely  defeat- 
ed. Hiftorians  aflert,  that  twenty  thou- 
fand  Turks  were  killed  in  the  engagement, 
and  one  half  of  their  fleet  deftroyed.  This 
is  a  prodigious  number  to  be  killed  on  one 
fide,  and  in  a  fea-fight ;  it  ought  to  be  re* 
membcred,  that  there  is  no  Turkifli  writer 
on  the  fubje£t. 

Pius  the  Fifth  died  foon  after  the  battle 
of  Lapanta.  Upon  his  death  the  war  lan- 
guiflied  on  the  fide  of  the  Allies ;  Philip 
became  tired  of  the  expence,  and  the  Ve- 
netians were  obliged  to  purchafe  a  peace, 
by  yielding  the  ifland  of  Cyprus  to  the 
Turks,  and  agreeing  to  pay  them,  for  three 

O  2  years, 
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years,  an  annual  tribute  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  ducats.  Thofe  circumftances  have 
no  tendency  to  confirm  the  accounts  which 
Chriftian  writers  have  given,  of  the  immenfe 
lofs  which  the  Turks  met  with  at  .the  battle 
of  Lapanta. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fcventeenth  cen- 
tury, the  republic  had  a  difpute  with  the 
Pope,  which,  in  that  age,  was  thought  a 
matter  of  importance,  and  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  all  Chriftendom. 

Paul  the  Fifth  fhewed  as  eager  a  dilpo- 
fition  as  any  of  his  predeceflbrs,  to  extend 
the  Papal  authority.  He  had  an  inveterate 
prejudice  againft  the  Venetian  republic, 
on  account  of  her  having,  on  every  occa- 
fion,  refifted  all  ecclefiaftical  encroach- 
ments. 

He  fought,  with  impatience,  an  oppor- 
tunity of  manifefting  his  hatred,  and  ex- 
pefted  that  he  ihould  be  aflifted  by  the  pious 
Princes  of  Europe,  in  bringing  this  refrac- 
tory 
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tory  child  of  the  church  to  reafon.  He 
began  by  demanding  a  fum  of  money,  for 
the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  war  againft 
the  Turks  in  Hungary  ;  he  complained  of 
certain  decrees  of  the  Senate,  relating  to 
the  internal  government  of  the  republic, 
particu^rly  one  which  forbad  the  building 

of  any  more  new  churches,  without  the 
permiflion  of  that  aflembly,  and  which,  he 
faid,  fipelt  ftrongly  of  herefy ;  and,  above 
all,  he  exclaimed  againft  the  Council  of 
Ten,  for  having  imprifoned  an  Ecclefiaftic, 
and  prepared  to  bring  him  to  a  public 
trial.  This  reverend  perfon,  for  whom  his 
Holinefs  interefted  himfelf  fo  warmly,  was 
accufed  of  having  poifoned  five  people, 
one  of  whom  was  his  own  father.  He 
was  alfo  accufed  of  having  caufed  another 
to  be  affaffinated ;  and,  to  prevent  a  dif- 
covery,  had  afterwards  poifoned  the 
affaflin. 

« 

The  Senate  refufed  the   money,    con- 
firmed their  decree  againft  the  building  of 

O  3  churches, 
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churches,  and  applauded  the  conduct  of 
the  Council  of  Ten,  in  profecuting  the 
Ecclefiaftic. 

The  authors  of  the  age  arranged  them-* 
felyes  on  the  one  fide,  or  the  other,  and 
this  became  a  war  of  controverfy ;  in  which^ 
though  there  was  no  blood  fhed,  yet  it 
appeared,  by  the  writings  of  the  partifkns,| 
that  a  confiderable  number  of  underftand* 
ings  were  greatly  injured,  Thofe  who 
fupported  the  Pope's  caufe  infifted,  that 
the  temporal  power  of  Princes  is  fubordinate 
to  his;  that  he  has  a  right  to  deprive 
them  of  their  dominions,  and  releafe  their 
fubjeds  from  their  oaths  of  fidelity,  as 
often  as  this  fhall  be  for  the  glory  of  God, 
and  for  the  good  of  the  Church  j  of  which 
nobody  could  be  fo  good  a  judge  as  the 
Pope,  fmce  all  the  world  knew  he  was 
infallible;  that  ecclefiaftics  were  not  fub-» 
jeded  to  the  civir power;  that  an  eccle- 
fiaftical  court,  or  the  Pope,  only,  had  au- 
thority over  that  body  of  inen ;  and  no- 
thing 
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thing  could  be  mof'e  abominable,  thaii  to 
continue  a  profecution  againft  a  prifoner, 

i;rhatever  his  crimes  might  be,  after  the 
Father  of  the  church,  who  had  the  un-^ 
doubted  power  of  abfolving  fmners,  had 
interfered  in  his  favour. 

The  Senate,  in  their  anfwers,  acknow-*- 
ledged,  that  the  Pdpe  was  fupreme  head  of 
the  Church,  and  that,  in  all  fubjefts  of  reli- 
gious belief,   his  power  was  unbounded; 

for  which  reafon  they  remained  implicit 
and  fubmiffive  believers;  that  they  were 
far  from  difputirig  the  infallibility  of  his 
Holinefs  in  ecclefiaftical  matters,  particu- 
larly within  his  own  dominions  ;  but,  with 
regard  to  the  government  of  their  fubjedls, 
they  would  certainly  take  the  whole  trouble 
of  that  on  themfelves,  and  would  admi- 
nifter  as  impartial  juftice  to  Ecclefiaftics,  as 
to  thofe  of  other  profeffions.  They  ima- 
gined alfo,  that  they  were  competent  judges 
when,  and  for  what  purpofes,  they  ought 
to  levy  money  upon  their  own  fubjeds, 

P  4  and 
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and  whether  it  would  be  neceflary  to  build 
any  new  churches  in  Venice,  or  not.  R* 
nally,  they  flattered  themfelves,  that  the 
profecuting  a  murderer  was  no  way  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  glory  of  God, 

The  greater  number  of  the  Princes  of 
Ghriftendom  feemed  to  think  the  Senate 
were  in  the  right.  The  Pope  was  diP- 
appointed  in  his  expedations ;  and  finding 
himfelf  unfupported,  was  glad  to  fhelter  his 
pride  under  the  mediation  of  Henry  the 
Fourth  of  France,  who  endeavoured  to  give 
his  Holinefs's  defeat  the  appearance  of 
viaory^ 
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Venice. 

THE  year  i6iS  is  diftinguiflied  in  the 
annals  of  Venice,  by  a  confpiracy 
of  a  more  formidable  nature  than  any 
hitherto  mentioned.  The  defign  of  other 
confjpiracies,  was  a  change  in  the  form  of 
government,  or,  at  moft,  the  deftrudion  of 
fome  particular  clafs  of  men  in  power ;  but 
the  prefent  plot  had  for  its  obje£t  the  total 
annihilation  of  the  Venetian  republic.  I 
Ipeak  of  the  confpiracy  formed  by  the 
Marquis  of  Bedmar,  ambaflador  from  the 
Court  of  Spain,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Duke  of  Oflbno,  and  the  Spanifh  governor 
of  the  Milanefe. 

The  interefting  manner  in  which  this 
dark  defign  has  been  defcribed  by  the 
Abbe  St.  Real,  has  made  it  more  univer- 
fally  known  tljan  any  other  part  of  the 

Venetian 
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Venetian  ftory.     This  writer  is  accufed  of 
having  ornamented  his  account  with  fbme 
fanciful  circumftances,   an  objedHon  often 
envioufly  urged  againft  forae  of  the  moft 
agreeable  writers,  by  authors  whom  nature 
has  guarded  from  the  poffibility  of  com-« 
xnitting  fuch  an  error ;  men,  whofe  truths 
are  lefs  interefting  than  fidions,  and  whole 
ii£tions   are   as   dull   as   the   mod   infipid 
truths.     Does  any  reader  believe  that  th^ 
Ipeeches  of  the  Generals  before  a  battle, 
as  recorded  by  Livy,  were  adually  pro- 
nounced in  the  terms  of  that  author  ?    Or, 
can  any   one  wifh   they  were   expunged 
from  his  hiftory?    Abbe  St.  Real  has  alfb 
put  fpeeches  into  the  mouths  of  the  con^i 
Ipirators,    and    has    embelliflied,    without 
materially  altering,  the  real  circumftances 
of  the  ftory.     For  my  own  part,  I  feel  a 
degree  of  gratitude  to  every  perfon  who 
has  entertained  me;  and  while  my  paffions 
are  agreeably  agitated  with  St.  Real's  lively 
hiftory,   I  cannot  bear  that  a  phlegmatic 
fellow  fhould    interrupt    my   enjoyment; 
9  andjj 
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and,  becaufe  of  a  few  embellifhments,  de- 
clare, with  an  afFedled  air  of  wifdom,  tha? 
the  whole  is  an  idle  romance. 

The  difcovery  of  this  plot,  and  the  im-* 
preffions  of  jealoufy  and  terror  which  it  left 
on  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  Venice, 
probably  firft  fuggefted  a  plan  of  a  more 
wicked  nature  than  any  of  the.confpiracies 
we  have  hitherto  mentioned,  and  which 
was  adhially  put  in  execution. 

A  fet  of  villains  combined  together  to 
accufe  fome  of  the  nobility  of  treafonabk 
practices,  merely  for  the  fake  of  the  rewards 
beftowed  upon  informers.  This  horrid 
crime  may  be  expe£l:ed  in  all  governments 
where  fpies  and  informers  are  encouraged ; 
it  certainly  occurs  frequently  at  Venice; 
fometimes,  no  doubt,  without  being  detect- 
ed, and  fometimes  it  is  deteAed  without 
being  publicly  punifhed,  for  fear  of  dif- 
couraging  the  bufinefs  of  information :  but 
on  the  difcovery  of  the  prefent  combina- 
tion,   all   Venice    was    ftruck   with   fuch 

horror, 


^^ 
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horror,  that  the  Senate  thought  proper  to 
publifli  every  circumftance. 

A  certain  number  of  thofe  mifcreants 
afted  the  part  of  accufers ;  the  others,  being 
feized  by  the  information  of  their  accom^ 
plices,  appeared  as  witnelTes. 

A  noble  Venetian,  of  a  refpedable  cha- 
racter, and  advanced  in  years,  of  the  name 
of  Fofcarini,  fell  a  viftim  to  this  horrid 
cabal ;  and  Venice  beheld,  with  aftonifh- 
ment  and  forrow,  one  of  her  moft  refpeS- 
able  citizens  accufed,  condemned,  and  exe- 
cuted, as  a  traitor* 

At  length,  accufations  followed  each 
other  fo  clofe,  that  they  created  fufpicions 
in  the  minds  of  the  Judges.  The  in- 
formers themfelves  were  feized,  and  exa- 
mined feparately,  ^nd  the  whole  dreadful 
fcheme  became  manifeft.  Thefe  wretches 
fufFered  the  punifhment  due  to  fuch  com- 
plicated villany;  the  honour  of  Fofcarini 
was  reinftated,  and  ev^ery  poCible  compen- 

fatioQ 
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fation  made  to  his  injured  family.  An 
inftance  like  this,  of  the  defpotic  precipi- 
tancy of  the  Inquifitors,  more  than  counter- 
balances all  the  benefit  which  the  State  ever 
receives  from  them,  or  the  odious  race  of 
informers  they  encourage. 

If  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate  Fofcarini 
had  been  open^  or  public^  and  not  in  fecret, 
according  to  the  form  of  the  Inquifitors* 
Court ;  and  if  he  had  been  allowed  to  call 
exculpatory  evidence,  and  affifted  by  thofe 
friends  who  knew  all  his  adions,  the  falfe- 
hood  and  villany  of  thefe  accufers  would 
probably  have  been  difcovered,  and  his  life 
faved. 

In  the  year   1645,  the  Turks  made  an 

ft 

unexpeded  and  fudden  defcent  on  the 
ifland  of  Candia.  The  Senate  of  Venice 
did  not  difplay  their  ufual  vigilance  on 
this  occafion.  They  had  feen  the  immenfe 
warlike  preparations  going  forward,  and 
yet  allowed  themfelves  to  be  amufed  by  the 
Grand    Seignior's    declaring   war    againfl 

Malta, 
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Malta,  and  pretending  that  the  armament 
was  intended  againft  that  iflaad.  The 
troops  landed  without  oppofition,  and  the 
town  of  Can^a  was  taken  after  an  obflinate 

defence. 

This  news  being  brought  to  Venice^  ex- 
cited an  univetfal  indignation  againft  the 
Turks ;  and  the  Senate  refolved  to  defend, 
to  the  utmoft,    this  valuable  part   of  the 
empire.     Extraordinary  ways  and    means 
of  raifing  money  were  fallen  upon :  among 
others,  it  was  propofed  to  fell  the  rank  of 
nobility.     Four  citizens  offered  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  ducats  each  for  this  honour  j 
and,  notwithftanding  fome  oppofition,  this 
meafure  was  at  laft  carried.    Eighty  families 
were  admitted  into  the  Grand  Council,  and 
to  the  honour  and  privileges  of  the  nobility. 
What  an  idea  does  this  give  of  the  wealth 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Venice  ? 

The  fiege  of  Candia,  the  capital  of  the 
ifland  of  that  name,  is,  in  fome  refpedls, 
inore  memorable  than  that  of  any  town, 

which 
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which  hiftory,  or  even  which  poetry,  has 
recorded.  It  lafted  twenty-four  years* 
The  amazing  efforts  made  by  the  republic 
of  Venice  aftoniftied  all  Europe;  their 
courage  interefted  the  gallant  fjpirits  of  every 
nation :  volunteers  from  every  country  came 
to  Candia,  to  exercife  their  valour,  to  acquire 
knowledge  in  the  military  art,  and  ailifl;  a 
brave  people  whom  they  admired.  The 
Duke  of  Beaufort,  fo  much  the  darling  of 
the  Parifian  populace  during  the  war  of  the 
Fronde,  was  killed  here,  with  many  more 
gallant  French  o£Ecers. 

During  this  famous  fiege,  the  Venetians 
gained  many  important  victories  over  the 
Turkifh  fleets.  Sometimes  they  were 
driven  from  the  walls  of  Candia,  and 
the  Turkifh  garrifon  of  Canea  was  even 
befieged  by  the  Venetian  fleets.  The 
flaughter  made  of  the  Turkifh  armies  is 
without  example;  but  new  armies  were 
foon  found  to  fupply  their  place,  by  a 
Government  whith  boafls  fuch  populous 

dominions. 
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dominions,  and  which  has  deljpotic  aiitho^ 
rity  over  its  fubjedts. 

Mahomet  the  Fourth,  impatient  at  the 
length  of  this  fiege,  came  to  Negropont, 
that  he  might  have  more  frequent  oppor-^ 
tunities  of  hearing  from  the  Vizier,  wtd 
Carried  on  the  fiege.  An  officer  fent  with 
difpatches,  was  direfted  by  the  Vizier,  to 
explain  to  Mahomet  the  manner  in  Which 
he  made  his  approaches,  and  to  afFure  him 
that  he  would  take  all  poffible  care  to  lave 
the  lives  of  the  foldiers.  The  humane 
Emperor  anfwered,  That  he  had  fent  the 
Vizier  to  take  the  place,  and  not  to  ipare 
the  lives  of  foldiers;  and  he  was  on  the 
point  of  ordering  the  head  of  the  officer^ 
who  brought  this  mefTage,  to  be  cut  ofl^ 
merely  to  quicken  the  Vizier  in  his  opefa*» 
tions,  and  to  (how  him  how  little  he  valued 
the  lives  of  men. 

In  fpite  of  the  Vizier's  boafted  parfimony, 
this  war  is  faid  to  have  coft  the  lives  of 
two   hundred    thoufand    Turks.      Candia 

capitulated 
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capitulated  ia  the  year  1 668 :  the  condi- 
tions on  this  occaiion  were  honourably  ful'^ 
filled.  Morfini,  the  Venetian  General,  after 
difplaying  prodigies  of  valour  and  capacity, 
marched  out  of  the  rubbilh  of  this  \yell- 
idifputed  city  with  the  honours  of  war. 

The  expence  of  fuch  a  tedious  war 
greatly  exhaufted  the  refources  of  Venice, 
which  could  not  now  repair  them  fo 
quickly  as  formerly,  when  flie  enjoyed  the 
rich  monopoly  of  the  Afiatic  trade;  the 
difcovery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  having 
long  (ince  opened  that  valuable  commerce  to 
the  Portuguefe  and  other  nations. 

This  republic  remained  in  a  flate  of 
tranquillity,  endeavouring,  by  the  arts  of 
peace,  and  cultivation  of  that  (hare  of  com- 
merce which  fhe  flill  retained,  to  fill  her 
empty  exchequer,  till  flie  was  drawn  into  a 
new  war,  in  the  year  1683,  ^7  ^^^  '^^^o^ 
lence  of  the  Ottoman  Court.  The  Vene- 
tians had  for  fome  time  endeavoured,  by 

Vol.  I.  P  negociation. 
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negodation,  and  many  conciliatory  repre- 
sentations, to  accommodate  matters  with 
the  Turks  ;  and  though  the  haughty  con- 
du£t  of  her  enemies  afforded  fmall  hopes 
of  fuccefs,  yet  fuch  was  her  averfion  to 
war  on  the  prefent  occafion,  that  fhe 
ftill  balanced,  whether  to  bear  thofe  infults^ 
or  repel  them  by  arms;  when  fhe  was 
brought  to  decifion  by  an  event  which 
gave  the  greateft  joy  to  Venice,  and  afto- 
nifhed  all  Europe.  This  was  the  great 
vidlory  gained  over  the  Turkifli  army  be- 
fore the  walls  of  Vienna,  by  Sobiefki  King 
of  Poland. 

In  this  new  war,  their  late  General  Mor- 
fmi  again  had  the  command  of  the  fleets 
and  armies  of  the  republic,  and  fuftained 
the  great  reputation  he  had  acquired  in 
Candia.  He  conquered  the  Morea,  which 
was  ceded  formerly  to  Venice,  with  fome 
other  acquifition,  at  the  peace  of  Carlowitz^ 
in  the  laft  year  of  the  laft  century. 

During 
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During  the  war  of  the  fucceffion,  the 
State  of  Venice  obferved  a  ftridt  neutrality. 
They  confidered  that  difpute  as  uncon- 
ne£ted  with  their  interefts,  taking  care, 
however,  to  keep  on  foot  an  army  on  their 
frontiers  in  Italy,  of  fufBcient  force  to 
make  them  refpeded  by  the  contending 
Powers.  But,  foon  after  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  the  Venetians  were  again  attacked 
by  their  old  enemies  the  Turks ;  who,  be- 
holding the  great  European  Powers  ex- 
haufted  by  their  late  efforts,  and  unable  to 
affift  the  republic,  thought  this  the  favour- 
able moment  for  recovering  the  Morea, 
which  had  been  fo  lately  ravifhed  from 
them.  The  Turks  obtained  their  objei^:, 
and  at  the  peace  of  Paffarowitz,  which 
terminated  this  unfuccefsful  war,  the  Ve- 
netian State  yielded  up  the  Morea;  the 
Grand  Seignior,  on  his  part,  reftoring  to 
them  the  fmall  iflands  of  Cerigo  and  Ceri- 
gotto,  with  fome  places  which  his  troops 
had  taken  during  the  courfe  of  the  war  in 
Dalmatia.      Thofe,    with    the   iflands  of 

P  2  Corfou, 
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Corfou,  Santa  Maura,  Zante,  and  Cepfaa- 
Ionia,  the  remains  of  their  dominions  in 
the  Levant,  they  have  fmce  fortified,  at  a 
great  expence,  as  their  only  barriers  againft 
the  Turk. 

Since  this  period  no  effential  alteration 
has  taken  place  in  the  Venetian  govern- 
ment, nor  has  there  been  any  eflential 
increafe,  or  diminution,  in  the  extent  of 
their  dominions.  They  have  little  to  fear 
at  prefent  from  the  Turks,  whofe  attention 
is  fuflSciently  occupied  by  a  more  formi- 
dable enemy  than  the  republic  and 'the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  united.  Befides,  If  the 
Turks  were  more  difengaged,  as  they  have 
now  ftrippcd  the  republic  of  Cyprus, 
Candia,  and  their  pofleffions  in  Greece, 
what  remains  in  the  Levant  is  hardly  worth 
their  attention. 

The  declenfion  of  Venice  did  not,  like 
that  of  Rome,  proceed  from  the  increafe 
of  luxury,  or  the  revolt  of  their  own 
armies  in  the  diftant  Colonies,  or  from 

civil 
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civil  wars  of  any  kind.  Venice  has  dwin-  * 
died  in  power  and  importance,  from  caufes 
which  could  not  be  forefeen ;  or  guarded 
againft  by  human  prudence,  although  they 
had  been  forefcen.  How  could  this  re- 
public have  prevented  the  difcovery  of  a 
pafTage  to  Ada  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ? 
or  hinder  other  nations  from  being  in- 
^ired  with  a  fpirit  of  enterprife,  induftry, 
and  commerce  ?  In  their  prefent  fituation 
there  is  little  probability  of  their  attempting 
new  conquefts ;  happy  if  they  are  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  quiet  pofTeilion  of  what' 
they  have.  Venice  has  a  mod  formidable 
neighbour  in  the  Emperor,  whofe  do- 
minions border  on  thofe  of  this  republic 
on  all  Ades.  The  independency  of  the 
republic  entirely  depends  on  his  modera- 
tion ;  or,  in  cafe  he  fhould  lofe  that  virtue, 
on  the  protection  of  fome  of  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe. 

I  have  now  finifhed  the  fketch  I  pro- 
pofed,  of  the  Venetian  government,  with 

P  3  whiqh 
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which  I  could  not  help  intermingling  many 
of 'the  principal  hiftorical  events;  indeed 
I  enlarged  oft  thefe,  after  you  informed 
me,  that  you  intended  to  give  your  young 
friend  copies  of*  myletterg^on  this  fubjedl, 
before  he  begins -his  tour.  I  wifh  they 
were  more  perfect;  on' his  account ;  they 
will,  at  leaft,  preyBat*  hia  being  in  the 
fituation  of  fome  travellers  I  have  met 
with,  who,  after  remaining  here  for  many 
months,  knew  no  more  of  the  ancient  or 
modern  ftate  of  Venice,  than  that  the  in- 

habitants  went  about  in  boats  inftead  of 

« 

coaches,  and,  generally  fpeakiog,  wore 
mafks. 
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Venice, 

HAVING  travelled  with  you  through 
the  fplendid  seras  of  the  Venetian 
ftory,  and  prefented  their  ftatefmen  and 
heroes  to  your  view,  let  us  now  return  to 
the  prcfent  race,  in  whofe  life  and  con- 
verfation,  I  forewarn  you,  there  is  nothing 
heroic.  The  truth  is,  that  in  every  cpun- 
try,  as  well  as  Venice,  we  can  only  read 
of  heroes  ;  they  tire  feldom  to  be  feen : 
for  this  plain  reafon,  that  while  they  arc 
to  be  feen  we  do  not  think  them  heroes. 
The  hiftorian  dwells  upon  what  is  vaft  and 
extraordinary ;  what  is  common  and  trivial 
finds  no  place  in  his  records.  When  we  hear 
the  names  of  Epaminondas,  Themiftocles, 
Camillus,  Scipio,  and  other  great  men  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  we  think  of  their  great 
adions,  we  know  nothing  elfe  about  them  ; 

P  4  but 
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but  when  we  fee  the  worthies  of  our  owa 
times,  we  unfortunately  recolledl  their 
whole  hiftory.  The  citizens  of  Athens 
and  Rome,  who  lived  in  the  dayB  of  the 
heroes  above  mentioned,  very  probably  had 
not  the  fame  admiration  of  them  that  we 
have  J  and  our  pofterity,  fome  eight  or 
ten  centuries  hence,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
have  a  higher  veneration  for  the  great 
men  of  the  prefent  age,  than  their  intimate 
acquaintance  are  known  to  have,  or  than 
thofe  can  be  fuppofed  to  form,  who  daily 
behold  them  lounging  in  gaming- houfes. 
All  this,  you  perceive,  is  little  more  than 
a  commentary  on  the  old  obfervation.  That 
no  man  is  a  hero  to  his  Valet  de  Ghambre. 
The  number  of  playhoufes  in  Venice  is 
very  extraordinary,  confidering  the  fize  of 
of  the  town,  which  is  not  thought  to  contain 
above  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  in-^ 
habitants;  yet  there  are  eight  or  nine 
theatres  here,  including  the  opera-houfes. 
You  pay  a  trifle  at  the  door  for  adniit-» 
tance ;   this  entitles  you  to  go  into  the  pit, 

where 
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where  you  may  look  about,  and  determine 
what  part  of  the  houfe  you  will  fit  in. 
There  are  rows  of  chairs  placed  in  the 
front  of  the  pit,  next  the  orcheftra ;  the 
feats  of  thefe  chairs  are  folded  to  their  backs, 
and  faftened  by  a  lock.  Thofe  who  choofe 
to  take  them,  pay  a  little  more  money  to 
the  door-keeper/  who  immediately  unlocks 
the  feat.  Very  decent-looking  people 
occupy  thefe  chairs ;  but  the  back  part  of 
the  pit  is  filled  with  footmen  and  gondo* 
leers,  in  their  common  working  clothes. 
The  nobility,  and  better  fort  of  citizens, 
have  boxes  retained  for  the  year;  but 
there  are  always  a  fufficient  number  to  be 
let  to  ftrangers :  the  priqe  of  thofe  varies 
every  night,  according  to  the  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  the  piece  aded. 

A  Venetian  playhoufe  has  a  difmal 
appearance  in  the  eyes  of  people  accuftom- 
?d  to  the  brilliancy  of  thofe  of  London. 
Many  of  the  boxes  are  fo  dark,  that  the 
faces  of  the  company  in  them  can  hardly 

be 
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be  diflinguifhed  at  a  little  diftance,  evea 
when  they  do  not  wear  mafks.     The  ftage^ 
however,  is  well  illuminated,  fo  that  the 
people   in    the  boxes  xan    fee,    perfeftly 
well,  every  thing  that  is  tranfadled  there ; 
and  when  they  choofc  to  be  feen  them- 
felves,  they  order  lights  into  their  boxes» 
Between  the  ads  you  fometimes  fee  ladies 
walking  about,  with  their  Cavalieri   Ser- 
ventes,  in  the  back  part  of  the  pit,  when 
it  is  not  crowded.     As  they  are  maiked, 
they  do  not  fcruple  to  reconnoitre  the  com** 
pany,  with  their  fpying-glafles,  from  this 
place :    when  the  play  begins,  they  return 
to  their  boxes.      This  continual   moving 
about  from  box  to  box,  and  between  the 
boxes  and  the  pit,  muft  create  fome  con- 
fufion,  and,    no  doubt,  is  difagreeable  to 
thofe  who  attend  merely  on  account  of  the 
piece.  There  muft,  however,  be  found  fome 
douceur  in  the  midft  of  all  this  obfcurity 
and  confufion,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  audience,  overbalances  thefe 

obvious  inconveniences. 

7  The 
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The  miLific  of  the  opera  here  is 
reckoned  as  fine  as  in  any  town  in  Italy ; 
;and,  at  any  rate,  is  far  fupjerior  to  the 
praife  of  fo  very  poor  a  judge  as  I  am.  The 
dramatic  and  poetical  parts  of  thofe  pieces 
are  little  regarded :  the  poet  is  allowed  to 
indulge  himfelf  in  as  many  anachronifms, 
and  other  inconfiftencies,  as  he  pleafes. 
Provided  the  mufic  receives  the  approbation 
of  the  critic's  ear^  his  judgment  is  not 
offended  with  any  abfurdities  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  compofition.  The  celebrated 
Metaftafio  has  difdained  to  avail  himfelf  of 
this  indylgence  in  his  operas,  which  are  fine 
dramatic  compofitions.  He  has  preferved 
the  alliance  which  ought  always  to  fubfift 
between  fenfe  and  mufic« 

Bat  as  for  the  mufic  of  the  ferious 
operas,  it  is,  in  general,  infinitely  too  fine 
for  my  ear ;  to  my  fliame  I  muft  confefs^ 
that  it  requires  a  confiderable  effort  for  me 
to  fit  till  the  end. 

It 
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It  is  furely  happy  for  a  man  to  have  a 
real  fenfibility  for  fine  mufic  j  becaufe  he 
has,  by  that  means,  one  fource  of  enjoy- 
ment more,  than  thofe  whofe  auditory  nerves 
are  lefs  delicately  ftning.  It  is,  hoivever, 
equally  abfurd  and  filly  to  afie£t  ah  excefiive 
delight  in  things  which  nature  has  not 
framed  us  to  enjoy ;  yet  how  many  of  our 
acquaintance,  accufed  of  this  folly,  have  wc 
feen  doing  painful  penance  at  the  Hay- 
market  ;  and,  in  the  midft  of  unfupprefllable 
yawnings,  calling  out,  Charming !  exquifite ! 
braviffimo!  &c. 

It  is  amazing  what  pains  fome  people  take 
to  render  themfelves ridiculous;  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  real  curiofity  to  obferve,  in  what 
various  fhapes  the  little  defpicable  fpirit  of 
affectation  fhews  itfelf  among  mankind. 

I  remember  a  very  honeft  gentleman, 
who  underftood  little  or  nothing  of 
French;    but    having  picked   up    a    few 

'  phrafes. 


MANNERS    IN    ITALY.  221 

phrafes,  he  brought  them  forward  on  every 
occafion,  and  afFeded,  among  his  neigh- 
bours in  the  country,  the  moft  perfedt 
knowledge,  and  higheft  admiration,  of  that 
language.  When  any  body,  in  compliance 
with  his  tafte,  uttered  a  fentence  in  that 
tongue,  though  my  good  friend  did  not 
underftand  a  fyllable  of  it,  yet  he  never 
failed  to  nod  and  fmile  to  the  fpeaker  with 
the  mod  knowing  air  imaginable.  The 
parfon  of  the  parifh,  at  a  country  dinner, 
once  addreiTed  him  in  thefe  emphatic 
words:  Monjieur^je  trouve  ce  plum-pud'- 
ding  extrimement  hon  !  which  happening  not 
to  be  in  my  friend's  colledion  of  phrafes, 
he  did  not  comprehend.  He  nodded  and 
fmiled  to  the  clergyman,  however,  in  his 
ufual  intelligent  manner;  but  a  perfon 
who  fat  near  him,  being  ftruck  with  the 
fagacious  and  important  tone  in  which  the 
obfervation  had  been  delivered,  begged  of 
my  friend  to  explain  it  in  Englifli : — on 
which,  after  fome  hefitation,  he  declared, 
that  the  turn  of  the  expreffion  was  fo  gen- 
teel, 
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tecl,  and  fo  exquifitely  adapted  to  the  Frencli 
idiom,  that  it  could  not  be  rendered  into 
Englifli,  without  lofing  a  great  deal  of  the 
original  beauty  of  the  fentiment. 

At  the  comic  opera  I  have  fometimes  fcen 
adiion  alone  excite  the  higheft  applaufe,  in- 
dependent of  either  the  poetry  or  the  mufic. 
I  faw  a  Duo  performed  by  an  old  man  and  a 
young  woman,  fuppofed  to  be  his  daughter, 
in  fuch  an  humorous  manner,  as  drew  an 
univerfal  encora  from  the  fpe<9:ators.  The 
merit  of  the  mufical  part  of  the  compoiition^ 
I  was  told,  was  but  very  moderate,  and  as 
for  the  fentiment,  you  fhall  judge. 

The  father  informs  his  daughter,  in  a 
fong,  that  he  has  found  an  excellent  match 
for  her ;  who,  befides  being  rich,  and  very 
prudent,  and  not  too  young,  was  over  and 
above  a  particular  friend  of  his  own,  and, 
in  perfon  and  difpofition,  much  fuch  a 
man  as  himfelf ;  he  concludes,  by  telling 
her,  that  the  ceremony  will  be  performed 

next 
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next  day.  She  thanks  him,  in  the  gay  eft 
air  poilible,  for  his  obliging  intentions, 
adding,  that  (he  ftiould  have  been  glad  to 
have  fliewn  her  implicit  obedience  to  his 
commands,  provided  thete  had  been  any 
chance  of  the  man's  being  to  her  tafte ;  but 
as  from  the  acr-junt  he  had  given,  there 
could  be  none,  fhe  declares  (he  will  not 
marry  him  next  day,  and  adds,  with  a  very 
long  quaver,  that  if  fhe  were  to  live  to  eter^ 
nity  fhe  fhould  continue  of  the  fame  opinion. 
The  father,  in  a  violent  rage,  tells  her,  that 
inftead  of  to-morrow,  the  marriage  fhould 
take  place  that  very  day;  to  which  fhe 
replies,  Non:  he  rejoins,  Sij  fhe,  Non, 
non;  he.  Si,  fi;  the  daughter,  Non,  non, 
non  J  the  father.  Si,  fi,  fi  j  and  fo  the  fing- 
ing  continues  for  five  or  fix  minutes.  You 
perceive  there  is  nothing  marvelloufly  witty 
in  this ;  and  for  a  daughter  to  be  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  from  her  father  in  the  choice 
of  a  hufband,  is  not  a  very  new  dramatic 
incident.  Well,  I  told  you  the  Duo  was 
encored — they  immediately  performed  it  a 

fecond 
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iecond  time,  and  with  more  humour  than 
the  firft.  The  whole  houfe  vociferated  for 
it  again ;  and  it  was  fung  a  third  time  in  a 
manner  equally  pleafant,  and  yet  perfedlly 
different  from  any  of  the  former  two. 

I  thought  the  houfe  would  have  been 
brought  down  about  our  ears,  fo  extravagant 
were  the  tcftimonies  of  approbation. 

The  two  a£lors  were  obliged  to  appear 
again,  and  fmg  this  Duo  a  fourth  time  j 
which  they  executed  in  a  ftyle  fo  new,  fo 
natural,  and  fo  exquifitely  droll,  that  the 
audience  now  thought  there  had  been  fbme- 
thing  deficient  in  all  their  former  perfonn- 
ances,  and  that  they  had  hit  on  the  true 
comic  only  this  laft  time. 

Some  people  began  to  call  for  it  again  ; 
but  the  old  man,  now  quite  exhaufted^ 
begged  for  mercy;  on  which  the  point 
was  given  up.  I  never  before  had  any 
idea  that  fuch  ftrong  comic  powers  could 

have 
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have  been  diiplayed  in  the  finging  of  a 
fong. 

The  dancing  is  an  eflential  part  of  the 
entertainment  at  the  opera  here,  as  well 
as  at  London,     There  is  certainly  a  much 
greater  proportion  of  mankind  deaf  to  the 
delights  of  mufic,  than  blind  to  the  beauties 
of  fine  dancing.     During  the  fmging,  and 
recitativo  part  of  the  performance,  the  fingers 
are  often  allowed  to  warble  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time,  without  any  body's  minding  them  ; 
but  the  moment  the  ballet  begins,  private 
converfation,  though  pretty  univerfal  before, 
is  immediately  at  an  end,  and  the  eyes  of 
all  the  fpedators  are  fixed  on  the  flage.  This, 
to  be  fure,  has  been  always  the  cafe  in  Lon- 
don, and  in  fpite  of  the  pains  fome  people 
take  to  conceal  it,  we  all  know  the  reafon ; 
but  I  own  I  did  not  exped  to  find  the  fame 
preference  of  dancing  to  mufic  in  Italy. 

After  feeing  the  dancing  at  the  French 

opera,  and  coming  fo  lately  from  Vienna, 

Vol.  L  C^  where 
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where  wc  had  feen  fome  of  Novere's  charm* 
ing  ballets  very  well  executed,  we  could 
have  no  high  admiration  of  thofe  perform- 
ed here,  though  there  are  at  prefent  fome 
dancers  highly  efteemed,  who  perform 
every  night* 

The  Italians,  I  am  informed,  have  4 
greater  relifh  for  agility  and  high  jumping 
in  their  dances,  than  for  graceful  move* 
ments. 

It  is  extraordinary  that  they  do  not  vary 
the  ballets  oftener.  They  give  the  iarae 
every  night  during  the  run  of  the  opera. 
There  is  a  propriety  in  continuing  the  lame 
opera  for  a  confiderable  time ;  becauie  mu-<> 
fic  is  often  better  relifhed  after  it  becomes 
a  little  familiar  to  the  ear,  than  at  firft ;  but 
^  ballet  might  be  changed,  without  mucl\ 
difficulty,  every  night. 
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LETTER    XIX. 


Venice* 


MANY  people  are  furprifed,  that^  ia 
a  government  fo  very  jealous  of 
its  power  as  that  of  Venice,  there  is  no 
military  eftablifhment  within  the  city  to 
fupport  the  executive  power,  and  reprefs 
any  popular  commotion.  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  ftrongly  of  opinion,  that  it  proceeds 
from  this  very  jealoufy  in  government,  that 
there  is  no  military  garrifon  here* 

An  arbitrary  prince  is  fond  of  a  {landing 
army,  and  loves  to  be  always  furrounded 
by  guards;  becaufe  he  being  the  perma- 
nent fountain  of  honours  and  promotion, 
the  army  will  naturally  be  much  attached 
to  him,  and  become,  on  all  occafions,  the 
blind  inftruments  of  his  pleasure ;  but  at 
Venice,  there  is  no  vifible  permanent  objed 

CL2  to 
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to  which  the  army  can  attach  itfelf.  The 
Doge  would  not  be  allowed  the  command 
of  the  garrifon,  if  there  was  one.  The 
three  State  Inquifitors  are  continually 
changing ;  and  before  one  fet  could  gain 
the  afFedlions  of  the  foldiers,  another  would 
be  chofen ;  fo  that  Government  could  not 
be  fupported,  but  much  more  probably 
would  be  overturned,  by  a  numerous  gar- 
rifon  being  eftablifhed  in  Venice  j  for  it 
might  perhaps  not  be  difficult  for  a  few  of 
the  rich  and  powerful  nobles  to  corrupt  the 
garrifon,  and  gain  over  the  commander  to 
any  ambitious  plan  of  their  own,  for  the 
deftrudlion  of  the  conftitution. 

iBut  although  there  is  no  formal  garrifon 
in  a  military  uniform,  yet  there  is  a  real 
effedlive  force  fufficient  to  fupprefs  any 
popular  commotion,  at  the  command  of 
the  Senate,  and  Council  of  Ten,  This 
force,  befides  the  Sbirri,  confifts  of  a  great 
number  of  (lout  fellows,  who,  without  any 
didinguiihing  drefs,  are  kept  in  the  pay  of 

Govern- 
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Government,  and  afe  at  the  command  of 
that  Council.  There  is  alfo  the  whole  body 
of  the  gondoleers,  the  moft  hardy  and  dar- 
ing of  the  common  Venetians.  This  body 
of  men  are  greatly  attached  to  the  nobi- 
lity, from  whom  they  have  moft  of  their 
employment,  and  with  whom  they  acquire 
a  certain  degree  of  familiarity,  by  pafling 
great  part  of  their  time,  fhut  up  in  boats,  in 
their  company,  and  by  being  privy  to  many 
of  their  love  intrigues.  Great  numbers  of 
thefe  gondoleers  are  in  the  fervice  of  parti- 
cular nobles ;  and  there  is  no  doubt,  that, 
in  cafe  of  any  popular  infurredion,  the 
whole  would  take  the  fide  of  the  nobility 
and  Senate,  againft  the  people.  In  fhort, 
they  may  be  confidered  as  a  kind  of  ftand- 
ing  militia,  ready  to  rife  as  foon  as  the  Go- 
vernment requires  their  fervices. 

Laftly,  there  is  the  Grand  Council  itfelf, 
which,  in  cafe  of  any  violent  commotion  of 
the  citizens  and  populace,  could  be  armed 

Q^  3  direaiy. 
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diredly,  from  the  fmall  arfenal  within  the 
Ducal  palace,  and  would  prove  a  very  for- 
midable force  againfl:  an  unarmed  multi« 
tude ;  for  the  laws  of  Venice  forbid^  under 
pain  of  death,  any  citizen  to  carry  (ire-arms  ; 
a  law  which  is  very  exadtly  executed  by  the 
State  Inquifitors. 

By  thofe  means  the  executive  power  of 
Government  is  as  irrefiftible  at  Venice,  as 
at  Peteriburgh   or   Conftantinople,    while 
there  is  a  far  lefs  chance  of  the  Govern- 
ment itfelf  being  overthrown  here  by  the 
inftruments  of  its  own  power;    for,    al- 
though a  regular  army,  or  garrifon,  might 
be   corrupted  by  the  addrefs   of  an  am- 
bitious Doge,  or  by  a  combination  of  a  few 
rich  and  popular  nobles,  in  which  cafe  a 
revolution  would  take  place  at  once  j    it  is 
almofl  impoflible  to  conceive,  that  all  the 
different  powers  above  mentioned  could  be 
engaged  to  adt  in  favour  of  one  man,  or  a 
fmall  combination  of  men,  without  being 

dete^ed 
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deteded  by  the  vigikncc  of  the  Inquifitors, 
or  the  jealoufy  of  thofe  who  were  not  in  the 
confpiracy.  And  if  we  fuppofe  a  majority 
of  the  nobles  inclinable  to  any  change  in 
the  form  of  the  Government,  they  have  no 
occafion  to  carry  on  a  fecret  plot  j  they  may 
come  to  the  Council  Chamber,  and  didate 
whatever  alterations  they  think  proper* 


CL4 
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LETTER     XX. 

Venice* 

THERE  is  unqueftionably  much  re- 
fledion,  and  great  depth  of  thought, 
difplayed  in  the  formation  of  the  political 
conftitution  of  Venice  j  but  I  fhould  admire 
it  much  more,  if  the  Council  of  Ten,  and 
State  Inquifitors,  had  never  formed  any  part 
of  it.     Their  inflitution,  in  my  opinion^ 
deflroys  the  efied  of  all  the  reft.     Like 
thofe  mifers  who  adually  ftarve  them/elves^ 
by   endeavouring  to  avoid   the   inconve- 
niencies  of  poverty,    the   Venetians,    in 
whatever    manner    it  is    brought   about, 
adually  fupport  a  defpotic  tribunal,  under 
the  pretext  of  keeping  out  defpotifm.     In 
fome  refpedls  this  fyftem  is  worfe  than 
the  fixed  and  permanent  tyranny  of  one 
perfonj     for  that  perfon's   charafter  and 
maxims  v/ould  be  known,  and,  by  endea- 
vouring to  conforxn  themfelves  to  his  way 

of 
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of   thinking,    people    might   have    fome 
chance  of  living  unmolefted  ;   but  accord- 
ing to  this  plan,  they  have  a  free-thinker 
for  their  tyrant  to-day,  and  a  bigot  to- 
morrow.     One  year  a  fet  of  Inquifitors, 
who  confider  certain  parts  of  conduct  as 
innocent,  which,  in  the  fight  of  their  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  may  appear  State  crimes  j   men  do 
not  know  what  they  have  to  depend  upon* 
An   univerfal  jealoufy  muft  prevail,    and 
precautions  will  be  ufed  to  avoid  the  fuf- 
picions  of  Government,  unknown  in  any 
other  country.     Accordingly  we  find,  that 
the  noble  Venetians  are  afraid  of  having 
any  intercourfe  with  foreign  ambafladors,  or 
with  foreigners  of  any  kind ;  they  are  even 
cautious  of  vifiting  at  each  other's  houfes, 
and  hardly  ever  have  meetings  together, 
except  at  the  courts,  or  on  the  Broglio. 
The  boafted  fecrecy  of  their  public  councils 
proceeds,  in  all  probability,  from  the  fame 
principle  of  fear.      If  all  converfation  on 
public  affairs  were  forbid,  under  pain  of 
death,  and  if  the  members  of  the  Britifh 

Parlia- 
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Parliament  were  liable  to  be  feized  in  ihi 
night-time  by  general  warrants,  and  hanged 
at  Tyburn,  or  drowned  in  the  Thames,  at 
the  pleafure  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  I 
dare  fwear  the  world  would  kno\^  as  little 
of  what  palTes  in  either  Houfe  of  Parlia* 
ment,  as  they  do  of  what  is  tranfaded  in 
the  Senate  of  Venice^ 

It  is  not  fafe  for  a  noble  Venetian  to 
acquire,   in  a  high  degree,  the  love    and 
confidence  of  the  common  people.     This 
excites  the  jealoufy  of  the  Inquifitors,   and 
proves  a  pretty  certain  means  of  excluding 
him  from  any  of  the  high  offices.     A  Go- 
vernment which  difplays  fo  much  diftruft 
and  fufpicion  where  there  is  little  or  no 
ground,  will  not  fail  to  fhew  marks  of  the 
fame    difpofition  where,    in    the   general 
opinion,  there  is  fome  rcafon  to  be  circum- 
fpe£t.    Ecclefiaftics,  of  every  denomination^ 
are  excluded,  by  the  confiltution  of  Venice, 
'  from  a  place  in  the  Senate,  or  holding  any 
civil  office  whatever  j   nor  is  it  permitted 

them, 
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them,  diredly  or  indircdly,  to  intermeddle 
in  State  affairs.  In  many  inftances,  they  are 
deprived  of  that  kind  of  influence  which^ 
even  in  Proteilant  countries,  is  allowed  to 
the  clergy.  The  Patriarch  of  Venice  has 
not  the  difpofal  of  the  offices  belonging  to 
St.  Mark's  church :  all  the  Deans  are 
named  by  the  Doge  and  Senate. 

Though  it  is  forbid  to  the  nobility,  and 
to  the  clergy,  to  hold  any  converfation  with 
ftrangers  upon  politics,  or  affairs  of  State  ; 
yet  it  is  remarked,  the  gondoleers  are  ex- 
ceeding ready  to  talk  upon  thefe,  or  any 
other  fubje^s,  with  all  who  give  them 
the  fmalleft  encouragement.  Thofe  who 
are  not  in  the  immediate  fervice  of  any 
particular  nobleman,  are  often  retained  by 
Government,  like  the  Valets- de-place  at 
Paris,  as  fpies  upon  ftrangers.  It  is  faid, 
that  while  thofe  fellows  row  their  gon- 
dolas,  in  feeming  inattention  to  the  con- 
verfation, they  are  taking  notice  of  every 
thing  which  is  faid^  that  they  may  report 

it 
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it  to  their  employers,  when  they  ima^ne 
it  any  way  concerns  the  Government.     If 
this  is  true,  thofe  are  to  be  pitied  who  are 
obliged  to  liften  to  all  the  fluff  that  fuch 
politicians  may  be  fuppofed  to  relate.      As 
foon  as  a  (Iranger  arrives,  the  gondoleers 
who  brought  him  to  Venice  immediately 
repdr  to  a  certain  office,  and  give  inform- 
ation where  they  took  him  up,  to   what 
houfe   they  conduced  him,   and   of  any 
other  particulars  they  may  have  picked  up. 
All  thofe  precautions  recalled  to  niy  xne<* 
mory  the  garrifon  of  Darmftadt,  of  which 
I  gave  you  an  account  in  a  letter  from 
that  place,  where  the  flri£tefl:  duty  is  kept 
up  by  day  and  night,  in  winter  as  well  as 
fummer,  and  every  precaution  ufed,  as  if 
an  enemy  were  at  the  gates;    though   no 
mortal  has  the  fmallefl:  defign  againft  the 
place,  and  though  it  is  perfeflly  under- 
flood   by  all   the  inhabitants,   that   if  an 
army  was  in  reality  to  come  with  hoflile 
intentions,  the  town  could  not  hold  out  a 
week.     In  the  fame  manner,  I  cannot  help 

thinking, 
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thinking,  that  all  this  jealoufy  and  diflruft, 
tbofe  numerous  engines  fet  a-going,  and 
all  this  complicated  fyftem  for  the  difcovery 
of  plots,  and  the  defence  of  the  conftitutioa 
•of  this  republic,  ferves  only  to  harafs 
their  own  fubjedls.  Their  conflitution  is 
certainly  in  no  fuch  danger  as  to  require 
fuch  an  apparatus  of  machines  to  defend  it, 
unlefs,  indeed,  the  Emperor  were  to  form 
a  plot  againfl  it;  and,  in  that  cafe,  it  is 
much  to  be  feared,  that  the  fpies,  gondo- 
leers,  lions  mouths,  and  State  Inquifitors, 
would  hardly  prevent  its  fuccefs, 

Exfclufive  of  this  State  Inquifition,  my 
abhorrence  to  which,  I  perceive,  leads  me 
fometimes  away  from  my  purpofe,  all 
ranks  of  people  here  might  be  exceeding 
happy.  The  bufmefs  of  the  various  courts, 
and  the  great  number  of  offices  in  the  State, 
form  a  conftant  employment  for  the  nobles, 
and  furnifh  them  with  proper  objeds  to 
excite  induftry  and  ambition.  The  ci- 
tizens form  a  refpedable  body  in  the  State; 

and. 
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and,  though  they  are  excluded  from  the 
Senate,   they  may    hold   fome   very     lu- 
crative and  important  offices.     By  apply- 
ing to  the  arts  and  fciences,   which    are 
encouraged   at  Venice,   they  have   a    fair 
chance  of  living  agreeably,  and  laying  up 
a  competency  for  their  families.     Private 
property  is  no  where  better  fecured  than  at 
Venice  j  and,  notwithftanding  (he  no  longer 
enjoys   the   trade   of  Afia   without    com- 
petitors, yet  her  commerce  is  ftill  confider* 
able,  and  many  individuals  acquire  great 
wealth  by  trade.     The  manufactories  efta- 
bliihed  here  employ  all  the  induftrious  poor, 
and    prevent   that    fqualid   beggary,    that 
pilfering  and  robbery,  one  or  other,  or  all 
of  which,  prevail  in  moft  other  countries 
of  Europe. 

Their  fubjeds  on  the  Terra  Firma,  I  am 
informed,  arc  not  at  all  opprefledj  the 
Senate  has  found  that  mild  treatment,  and 
good  ufage,  are  the  beft  policy,  and  more 
effeftual  than  armies,  in  preventing  revolts. 

I  The 
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The  Podeftas,  therefore,  are  not  allowed  to 
abufe  their  power,  by  treating  the  people 
with  feverity  or  injuftice,  Thofe  Go- 
vernors know,  that  any  complaints  pro-» 
duced  againft  them,  will  be  fcrutinized  by  the 
Senate  very  carefully.  This  prevents  many 
abufes  of  power  on  their  part,  and  makes 
the  neighbouring  provinces  which  formerly 
belonged  to  this  State,  regret  the  chance 
of  war  which  raviflied  them  from  the  equi^ 
table  government  of  their  ancient  mafterst 
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LETTER     XXL 

Venice* 

THOUGH  the  Venetian  Government 
is  ftill  under  the  influence  of  jea- 
loufy,  that  gloomy  Daemon  is  now  entirely 
baniflied  from  the  bofoms  of  individuals. 
Inftead  of  the  confinement  in  which  wo^ 
men  were  formerly  kept  at  Venice,  they 
now  enjoy  a  degree  of  freedom  unknown 
even  at  Paris.  Of  the  two  extremes,  the 
prefent,  without  doubt,  is  the  preferable. 

The  hufbands  feem  at  laft  convinced, 
that  the  chaftity  of  their  wives  is  iafeft 
under  their  own  guardianfliip,  and  that 
when  a  woman  thinks  her  honour  not 
worth  her  own  regard,  it  is  ftill  more 
unworthy  of  his.  This  advantage,  with 
many  others,  muft  arife  from  the  prefent 
fyftem ;  that  when  a  hufband  believes  that 
his  wife  has  faithfullv  adhered  to  her  con- 

jugal 
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jugal  engagement,  he  has  the  additional 
fatisfadion  of  knowing,  that  Ihe  ads  from 
a  love  to  him,  or  fome  honourable  motive  j 
whereas,  formerly,  a  Venetian  hufband 
could  not  be  certain  that  he  was  not  obliged, 
for  his  wife's  chaftitv,  to  iron  bars,  boltS| 
and  padlocks^ 

Could  any  man  imagine,  that  a  woman> 
Mrhofe  chaftity  was  preferved  by  fuch  means 
only,  was,  in  fad,  more  refpedable  than 
a  common  proftitute?  The  old  plan  of 
diftruft  and  confinement,  without  even  fe- 
curing  what  was  its  objed,  muft  have  had 
a  ftrong  tendency  to  debafe  the  minds  of 
both  the  hufband  and  the  wife ;  for  what 
man,  whofe  mind  was  not  perfedly  abjed, 
could  have  pleafure  in  the  fociety  of  a  wife, 
who,  to  his  own  convidion,  languifhed  to 
be  in  the  arms  of  another  man  ?  Of  all 
the  humble  employments  that  ever  the 
wretched  fonsof  Adamfubmitted  to,  furely 
that  of  watching  a  wife  from  morning  to 
night,  and  all  night  too^  is  the  mod  per- 

Vol.  L  R  fedly 
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fedly  humiliating.     Such  ungenerous  dxf- 
traft  muft  alfo  have  had  the  worft  effe&  on 
the   minds  of  the  women;    made    them 
view  their  gaolers  with  difguft  and  horror; 
and  we  ought  not  to  be  much  furprifed, 
if  fome  preferred  the  common  gondoteeri 
of  the  lakes,    and    the    vagrants    of  the 
ftreets,    to  fuch  hulbands.;,. Along    with 
jealoufy,  poifon  and  xh^  Jiikito   have  been 
baniflied  from  Venetian  galkntry,  and  the 
innocent  maik  is  fubflituted  in  their  places. 
According  to  the  beft  infbrmadon  I  have 
received,  this  fame  maik^  is  a  much  more 
innocent  matter  than  is  generally  imagined* 
In  general  it  is  not  intended  to  conceal 
the  perfon  who  wears  it,  but  only  ufed  as 
an  apology  for  his  not  being  in  full  dreis. 
With  a  mafk  iluck  in  the  hat,  and  a  kind  of 
black  mantle,  trimmed  with  lace  of  the  fame 
colour,  over  the  flioulders,a  man  is  fufficient* 
ly  dreffed  for  any  aflembly  at  Venice. 

Thofe  who  walk  the  ftreets,  or  go  to 
the  playhoufes  with  mafks  actually  cover- 
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&ng  their  faces,  are  either  engaged  in  fome 
love  intrigue,  or  would  have  the  fpcftators 
think  fo ;  for  this  is  a  piece  of  affectation 
which  prevails  here,  as  well  as  elfewhere ; 
and  I  have  been  affured  by  thofe  who  have 
redded  many  years  at  Venice,  that  refined 
gentlemen,  who  are  fond  of  the  reputation, 
though  they  ihrink  from  the  cataftrophe, 
of  an  intrigue,  are  no  uncommon  charac-- 
ters  here ;  and  I  believe  it  the  more  readily 
becaufe  I  daily  fee  many  feeble  gentlemen 
tottering  about  in  mafks,  for  whom  a  bafon 
of  warm  reftorative  foup  feems  more  ex- 
pedient than  the  moil  beautiful  woman  in 
Venice. 

One  evening  at  St,  Mark's  Place,  when 
a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  was 
giving  an  account  of  this  curious  piece  of 
afiedation,  he  deflr^d  me  to  take  notice  of 
a  Venetian  nobleman  of  his  acquaint- 
ance, who,  with  an  air  of  myftery,  was 
conduding  a  female^mafk  into  his  Caflino. 
My  acquaintance  knew  him  perfedly  well, 

*  R  2  ^  and 
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and  aflured  me,  he  was  the  moft  innocent 
ereature  with  women  he  had  ever  been 
acquainted  with.  When  this  gallant  perfon 
perceived  that  we  were  looking  at  him,  his 
mafk  fell  to  the  ground,  as  if  by  accident; 
and  after  we  had  got  a  complete  view  of 
his  coimtenance,  he  put  it  on  with  much 
hurry,  and  immediately  ruflied,  with  his 
partner,  into  the  Caffino. 

Fugit  ad  falices,  fed  fe  cupit  ante  videri  *. 

You  have  heard,  no  doubt,  of  thofe  litde 
apartments,  near  St.  Mark's  Place,  called 
Caffinos.  They  have  the  misfortune  to 
labour  under  a  very  bad  reputation  ;  they 
are  accufed  of  being  temples  entirely  con- 
fecrated  to  lawlefs  love,  and  a  thouland 
fcandalous  tales  are  told  to  ftrangers  con- 
cerning them.  Thofe  tales  are  certainly  not 
believed  by  the  Venetians  themfelves,  the 
proof  of  which  is,  that   the  Caffinos  are 


'To  the  woods  the  wanton  hies. 


And  wiihes  to  be  feen  before  ihe  flies. 

-    Drtdenj 
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allowed  to  exift ;  for  I  hold  it  perfedly  ab- 
fiird  to  imagine,  that  men  would  fufFer  their 
wives  to  enter  fuch  places,  if  they  were  not 
convinced  that  thofe  ftories  were  ill-founded; 
nor  can  I  believe,  after  all  we  have  heard  of 
the  profligacy  of  Venetian  manners,  that 
women,  even  of  indifferent  reputations, 
would  attend  Caffinos  in  the  open  manner 
they  do,  if  it  were  underftood  that  more 
liberties  were  takien  with  them  there  than 
elfewherg, 

Tlie  opening  before  St.  Mark's  church 
is  the  only  place  in  Venice  where  a  great 
number  of  people  can  affemble.  It  is  the 
fafliion  to  walk  here  a  great  part  of  the 
evening,  to  enjoy  the  mufic,  and  other 
amufements;  and  although  there  are  coffee- 
houfes,  and  Venetian  manners  permit 
ladies,  as  well  ^s  gentlemen,  to  frequent 
them,  yet  it  was  natural  for  the  noble  and 
moft  wealthy  to  prefer  little  apartments 
of  their  own,  where,  without  being  ex- 
pofed  to  intrufion,  they  may  entertain  a 

H  3  few 
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few  friendG  in  a  more  eafy  and  uncereoKH 
niou8  manner  than  they  could  do  at  thdf 
palaces,  Inftead  of  going  home  to  a 
formal  fupper,  and  returning  afterwards  to 
this  place  of  amufement,  they  order  cofieei 
lemonade,  fruit,  and  other  refreibineAts, 
to  the  CaflinOf 

That  thofe  little  apartments  may  be 
pccafionally  ufed  for  the  purpofes  of  in* 
trigue,  is  not  improbable ;  but  that  this  19 
the  ordinary  and  avowed  purpofe  for  which 
they  are  frequented,  is,  of  all  thiqgs,  th^ 
lead  credible. 

Some  writers,  who  have  defcribed  the 
manners  of  the  Venetians  as  more  profligate 
than  thofe  of  other  nations,  aflert  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  Government  encourages 
this  profligacy,  to  relax  and  diflipate  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  prevent  thor 
planning,  or  attempting,  any  thing  againfi: 
the  conftitution.  Were  this  the  cafe,  it 
could  not  be  denied,  that  the  Venetian  le* 
giflators  difplay  their  patriotifm  in  a  very 
7  extraor- 
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Extraordinary  manner,  and  have  fallen 
upon  as  extraordinary  means  of  rendering 
their  people  good  fubjefts.  They  firft  eredt 
a  defpotic  court  to  guard  the  public  liberty^ 
and  next  they  corrupt  the  morals  of  the 
people,  to  keep  them  from  plotting  againft 
the  State.  This  laft  piece  of  refinement, 
however,  is  no  more  than  a  conjecture  of 
fome  theoretical  politicians,  who  are  apt  to 
take  fads  for  granted,  without  fufficient 
proof,  and  afterwards  difplay  their  ingenu- 
ity in  accounting  for  them.  That  the  Ve- 
netians are  more  given  to  fenfual  pleafures 
than  the  inhabitants  of  London,  Paris,  or 
Berlin,  I  imagine  will  be  difficult  to  prove ; 
but  as  the  State  Inquifitors  do  not  think 
proper,  and  the  ecclefiaftical  are  not  allow- 
ed, to  interfere  in  affairs  of  gallantry ;  as 
a  great  number  of  ftrangers  affemble  twice 
or  thrice  a  year  at  Venice,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  amufement ;  and,  above  all,  as  it 
is  the  cuftom  to  go  about  in  mafks,  an 
idea  prevails,  that  the  manners  are  more 

R  4  licentious 
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licentious  here  than  elfcwhere.  I  have  had 
occafioa  to  obferve,  that  this  cuftom  of 
wearing  a  ma(k,  by  conveying  the  ideas  of 
concealment  and  intrigue,  has  contributed 
greatly  to  give  fome  people  an  impreflioa 
of  Venetian  profligacy.  But,  for  my  own 
part,  it  is  not  a  piece  of  white  or  black 
paper,  with  diftortcd  features,  that  I  fuf- 
pe£t,  having  often  found  the  moft  complete 
worthlefTnefs  concealed  under  a  fxnooth 
fmiling  piece  of  human  fkin. 


MANNERS    IN   ITALY.  049 


LETTER     XXir. 

Vcnic©, 

I  AM  very  fenfible,   that  it  requires  a 
longer  refidence  at  Venice,  and  better 
•opportunities  than  I  have  had,  to  enable 
me  to  give  a  charader  of  the  Venetians. 

But  were  I  to  form  an  idea  of  them  from 

■ 

what  I  have  feen,  I  fhould  paint  them  as  a 
lively  ingenious  people,  extravagantly  fond 
of  public  amufements,  with  an  uncom- 
mon relifli  for  humour,  and  yet  more  at-" 
tached  to  the  real  enjoyments  of  life,  than 
to  thofe  which  depend  on  oftcntation,  and 
proceed  from  vanity. 

The  common  people  of  Venice  dlfplay 
fome  qualities  very  rarely  to  be  found  in 
that  fphere  of  life,  being  remarkably  fober, 
obliging  to  ftrangers,  and  gentle  in  their 
intercourfc  with  pach  other.  The  Vene- 
tians in  general  are  tall  and   well-made. 

Though 
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Though  equally  robuft,  they  are  not  fo 
corpulent  as  the  Germans.  The  latter 
alfo  are  of  fair  complexions,  with  light* 
grey  or  blue  eyes ;  whereas  the  Venetians 
are  for  the  moft  part  of  a  ruddy  brown 
colour,  with  dark  eyes.  You  meet  in  the 
ftreets  of  Venice  many  fine  manly  coun- 
tenances, refembling  thofe  tranfmitted  to 
us  by  the  pencils  of  Paul  Veronefe  and 
Titian,  The  women  are  of  a  fine  ftile  of 
countenance,  with  expreffive  features,  and 
a  ikin  of  a  rich  carnation.  They  dreis 
their  hair  in  a  fanciful  manner,  which  be- 
comes them  very  much.  They  arc  of  an 
cafy  addrefs,  and  have  no  averfion  to  culd*>» 
vating  an  acquaintance  with  thofe  ilran« 
gers  who  are  prefented  to  them  by  their 
relations,  or  have  been  properly  recom^ 
piendedf 

Strangers  are  under  lefs  reilraint  here, 
in  many  particulars,  than  the  native  in-^ 
habitants,  I  have  known  fome,  who,  af- 
ter having  tried  moil  of  the  capitals  of 

Europe, 
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Europe,  have  preferred  to  live  at  Venice, 
pn  account  of  the  variety  of  ?mufementS| 
the  gentle  manners  pf  the  inhabitants^ 
and  the  perfedi  freedom  allowed  in  every 
thing,  except  in  blaming  the  meafures  Of 
Government.  I  have  already  mentioned 
In  what  manner  the  Venetians  are  in  dan^ 
ger  of  being  treated  who  give  themfelves 
that  liberty.  When  a  ftranger  is  fo  im* 
prudent  as  to  declaim  againfl  the  form 
pr  the  meafures  of  Government,  he  will 
either  receive  a  meflage  to  leave  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  State,  or  one  pf  the  SbirrJ 
will  be  fent  to  accompany  him  to  the 
Pope's  or  the  Emperor's  dominions. 

The  houfes  are  thought  inconvenient  by 
many  of  the  Englifli ;  they  are  better  cal- 
culated, however,  for  the  climate  of  Italy, 
than  if  they  were  built  according  to  the 
London  model,  which,  I  fuppofe,  is  the 
plan  thofe  critics  approve.  The  floors 
are  of  a  kind  of  red  plafter,  with  a  bril- 
liant gloffy  furface^  niuch  more  beautiful 

than 


asa        VIEW    OF   SOCIETY   AND 

than  wood,  and  far  preferable  In  cafe  of 
fire,  whofe  progrefe  they  are  calculated  to 
checks 

*  The  principal  apartments  are  on  the  fe- 
cond  floor.  The  Venetians  feldom  inhabit 
the  firft,  which  is  often  entirely  filled  with 
lumber:  perhaps  they  prefer  the  fecond, 
becaufe  it  is  fartheft  removed  from  the 
jlioifture  of  the  lakes ;  or  perhaps  they  pre^ 
fer  it,  becaufe  it  is  better  lighted,  and 
more  cheerful ;  or  they  may  have  forae 
better  reafon  for  this  preference  than  I  am  • 
acquainted  with,  or  can  imagine.  Though 
the  inljabitants  of  Great  Britain  make  ufe 
of  the  firft  floors  for  their  chief  apart- 
ments, this  does  not  form  a  complete  de- 
monfl:ration^  that  the  Venetians  are  in  the 
wrong  for  preferring  the  fecond.  When 
an  acute  fenfible  people  univerfally  fgJlow 
one  cuftom,  in  a  mere  matter  of  conveni- 
•cncy,  however  abfurd  that  cuftom  may 
appear  in  the  eyes  of  a  ftranger  at  firft 
fight,    it    will    generally  be  found,    that 

there 
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there  is  fome  real  advantage  in  it,  which 
compenfates  all  the  apparent  inconveni- 
encies.  Of  this  travellers,  who  do  not 
hurry  with  too  much  rapidity  through  the 
countries  they  vifit,  are  very  fenfible  :  for, 
after  having  had  time  to  weigh  every  cir- 
cumftance,  they  often  fee  reafon  to  ap- 
prove what  they  had  formerly  condemned, 
I  could  illuftrate  this  by  many  examples ; 
but  your  own  recolledlion  muft  furnifh  you 
with  fo  many,  that  any  more  would  be 
fuperfluous.  Cuftom  and  fafhion  have  the 
greateft  influence  on  our  tafte  of  beauty  or 
excellence  of  every  kind.  What,  from  a 
variety  of  caufes,  has  become  the  ftandard 
in  one  country,  is  fometimes  juft  the 
contrary  in  another.  The  fame  thing  that 
makes  a  low-brimmed  hat  appear  genteel 
at  one  time,  and  ridiculous  at  another,  has 
made  a  different  fpecies  of  verfification  be 
accounted  the  model  of  perfedtion  in  old 
Rome  and  modern  Italy,  at  Paris,  or  at 
London.  In  matters  of  tafte,  particularly 
in  dramatic  poetry,  the  prejudices  which 

each 
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each  particular  nation  acquires  in  favoilt 
of  its  own  are  difficult  to  be  removed.  Peo- 
ple feldom  obtain  fuch  a  perfed  know-> 
ledge  of  a  foreign  language  and  foreign 
manners,  as  to  underftand  all  the  niceties 
of  the  one  and  the  allufions  to  the  other : 
of  confequence,  many  things  are  infipid 
to  them,  for  which  a  native  may  have  a 
high  relifli.- 

The  dialogues  in  rhime  of  the  Freoch 
plays  appear  unnatural  and  abfurd  to  £ng^ 
lifhmen  when  they  firft  attend  the  French 
theatre;    yet  thofe   w^ho   have   remained 
long  in  France,  and  acquired  a  more  per- 
fcdt  knowledge  of  the  language,  afTure  us, 
that   without   rhime    the   dignity   of    the 
Tragic  Mufe  cannot  be  fupported  ;    and 
that,  even  in  Comedy,   they  produce  an 
additional    elegance,    which    overbalances 
every  objection.      The   French    language 
being  more  ftudied  and  better  underflood 
by  the  Englifh  than  our  language  is  by 
the  French  nation,  we  find  many  of  our 

country- 
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countrymen  who  relifti  the  beauties,  and 
pay  the  juft  tribute  of  admiration  to  the 
genius  of  Corneille,  while  there  is  fcarcely 
a  fmgle  Frenchman  to  be  found  who  has 
any  idea  of  the  merit  of  Shakefpeare. 

Without  being  juftly  accufed  of  par- 
tiaUty,  I  may  affert  that,  in  this  inftance, 
the  Englifh  dilplay  a  fairnefs  and  liberality 
of  fentiment  fuperior  to  the  French.  The 
irregularities  of  Shakefpeare's  drama  arc 
obvious  to  every  eye,  and  would,  in  the 
prefent  age,  be  avoided  by  a  poet,  not 
poffeffed  of  a  hundredth  part  of  his  genius. 
His  peculiar  beauties,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  of  an  excellence  which  has  not,  per- 
haps, been  attained  by  any  poet  of  any 
age  or  country;  yet  the  French  critics, 
from  Voltaire  down  to  the  pooreft  fcribbler 
in  the  literary  journals,  all  flop  at  the 
former,  declaim  on  the  barbarous  tafte  of 
the  Englifh  nation,  infift  on  the  grotefque 
abfurdity  of  the  poet's  imagination,  and 
illuftrate   both  by  partial  exxrafts  of  the 

moft 
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moft  exceptionable  fcenes  of  Shakefpeare^s 
plays* 

When  a  whole  people^  with  that  degree 
of  judgment  wliich  even  the  enemies  of 
the  Britifli  nation  allow  them  to  have,  unite 
in  the  higheft  admiration  of  one  man,  and 
continue,  for  ages,  to  behold  his  pieces 
with  unfated  delight,  it  might  pccyr  to 
thofe  Frenchmen,  that  there  poffibly  is 
fome  excellence  in  the  works  of  this  poet, 
though  they  could  not  fee  it ;  and  a  very 
moderate  ftiare  of  candour  might  have 
taught  them,  that  it  would  be  more  be- 
coming to  fpare  their  ridicule,  till  they 
acquired  a  little  more  knowledge  of  the 
author  againfl:  whom  it  is  pointed. 

An  incident  which  occurred  fmce  my 
arrival  at  Venice,  though  founded  on  a 
prejudice  much  more  excufable  than  the 
conduct  of  the  critics  above-mentioned,  has 
brought  home  to  my  convidion  the  rafh- 
nefs  of  thofe  who  form  opinions,  without 
13  the 
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the   knowledge   requifite    to    dired  their 
judgment. 

I  had  got,  I  don't  know  how,  the  moft 
contemptuous  opinion  of  the  Italian  drama. 
I  had  been  told,  there  was  not  a  tolerable 
a£tor  at  prefent  in  Italy,  and  I  had  been 
long  taught  to  confidcr  their  comedy  as  the 
moft  defpicable  fluff  in  the  world,  which 
could  not  amufe,  or  even  draw  a  fmile  from 
any  pcrfon  of  tafte,  being  quite  deftitute  of 
true  humour,   full  of  ribaldry,,  and  only 
proper  for  the  meaneft  of  the  vulgar.     Im- 
preffed  with  thefe  fentiments,  and  eager  to 
give  his  Grace  a  full  demonftration  of  their 
juftnefs,  I  accompanied  the  Duke  of  HamiU 
ton  to  the  flage-box  of  one  of  the  play houfes 
the  very  day  of  our  arrival  at  Venice. 

The  piece  was  a  comedy,  and  the  moft 
entertaining  chara£):er  in  it  was  that  of  a 
man  who  fluttered.  In  this  defed,  and  in 
the  Angular  grimaces  with  which  the  adtor 

Vol,  I.  S  accom- 
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accompanied  it,  confifted  a  great  part  of  the 

amufement, 

Difgufted  at  fuch  a  pitiful  fubflltution  for 
wit  and  humour,  I  exprefled  a  contempt  for 
an  audience  which  could  be  entertained  bj 
fuch  buffoonery,  and  who  could  take  pleafure 
in  the  exhibition  of  a  natural  infirmity. 

While  we  inwardly  indulged  fentiments 
of  felf-approbation,  on  account  of  the  re- 
finement and  fuperiority  of  our  own  jfafte, 
and  fupported  the  dignity  of  tliofe  fenti- 
ments by  a  difdainful  gravity  of  counte- 
nance, the  Stutterer  was  giving  a  piece  of 
information   to   Harlequin   which    greatly 
interefted  him,  and  to  which  he   liflened 
with    every    mark    of   eagernefs.       This 
unfortunate    fpeaker   had  juft   arrived   at 
the  moft  important  part  of  his  narrative, 
which    was    to    acquaint    the     impatient 
liftener  where  his  miftrefs  was  concealed, 
when  he  unluckily  flumbled  on  a  word  of 
13  fix 
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fix  or  feven  fyllables,  which  completely 
obftrufted  the  progrefs  of  his  narration. 
He  attempted  it  again  and  again,  but 
always  without  fuccefs.  You  may  have 
obferved  that,  though  many  other  words 
would  explain  his  meaning  equally  well, 
you  may  as  foon  make  a  Saint  change  his 
religion,  as  prevail  on  a  Stutterer  to  accept 
of  another  word  in  place  of  that  at  which 
he  has  flumbled.  He  adheres  to  his  firft 
word  to  the  laft,  and  will  fooner  expire 
with  it  in  his  throat,  than  give  it  up  for 
any  other  you  may  offer.  Harlequin,  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  prefented  his  friend 
with  a  dozen  j  but  he  rejeded  them  all 
with  difdain,  and  perfiiled  in  his(  unAiccefs- 
ful  attempts  on  that  which  had  firft  come 
in  his  way.  At  length,  making  a  def- 
perate  effort,  when  all  the  fpedkators  were 
gaping  in  expe^ation  of  his  fafe  delivery, 
the  cruel  word  came  up  with  its  broad 
fide  foremoft,  and  ftuck  diredly  acrofs  the 
unhappy    man's   wind-pip^.      He   gaped, 

S  2  and 
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and  panted,  and  croaked ;  his  face  flulhed| 
and  his  eyes  feemed  ready  to  ftart  from  his 
head.  Harlequin  unbuttoned  the  Stutterer's 
waiftcoat,  and  the  neck  of  his  fhirt;  he 
fanned  his  face  with  his  cap^  and  held  a 
bottle  of  hartfliorn  to  his  nofe.  At  Icngthi 
fearing  his  patient  would  expire,  before  he 
could  give  the  defired  intelligence,  in  a  fit 
of  defpair  he  pitched  his  head  full  in  the 
dying  man's  ftomach,  and  the  word  bolted 
out  of  his  mouth  to  the  moft  diftant  part  cS 
the  houfe. 

This  was  performed  in  a  manner  fo  per- 
fedly  droll,  and  the  humorous  abfurdity  of 
the  expedient  came  fo  unexpeftedly  upon 
me,  that  I  immediately  burfl  into  a  moft 
exceflive  fit  of  laughter,  in  which  I  was 
accompanied  by  the  D— ,  and  by  your 
young  friend  Jack,  who  was  along  with 
us;  and  our  laughter  continued  in  fuch 
loud,  violent,  and  repeated  fits,  that  the 
attention  of  the  audience  being  turned  from 

the 
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the  ftage  to  our  box,  occafioned  a  renewal 
of  the  mirth  all  over  the  playhoufe  with 
greater  vociferation  than  at  firiL 

When  we  returned  to  the  inn,  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton  afked  me,  If  I  were  as  much 
convinced  as  ever,  that  a  man  muft  be  per- 
feftly  devoid  of  tafte,  who  could  condefcend 
to  laugh  at  an  Italian  comedy  ? 


S3 
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LETTER     XXIir. 

WE  were  detained  at  Venice  fevcral 
days  longer  than  i9^e  intended,  by 
cxceffive  falls  of  rain,  which  rendered  the 
road  to  Verona  impaflablc.  Rellnquifhing, 
therefore,  the  thoughts  of  vifiting  that  city 
for  the  prefent,  the  Duke  determined  to  go 
to  Ferrara  by  water.  For  this  purpofe  I 
engaged  two  barks ;  *  in  one  of  which  the 
chaifes,  baggage,  and  fome  of  the  fervants, 
proceeded  diredly  to  Ferrara,  while  we  em- 
barked in  the  other  for  Padua. 

Having  crofled  the  Lagune,  we  entered 
the  Brenta,  but  could  continue  our  route 
by  that  river  no  farther  than  the  village  of 
Doglio,  where  there  is  a  bridge ;  but  the 
waters  were  fo  much  fwelled  by  the  late 
rains,  that  there  was  not  room  for  our 
boat  to  pafs  below  the  arch.     Quitting  the 

boat| 
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boat,  therefore,  till  our  return,  we  hired  two 
open  chaifes,  and  continued  our  journey 
along  the  banks  of  the  Brenta  to  Padua, 

Both  fides  of  this  river  dlfplay  gay, 
luxuriant  fcenes  of  magnificence  and  ferti- 
lity, being  ornamented  by  a  great  variety  of 
beautiful  villas,  the  works  of  Palladio  and 
his  difciples.  The  verdure  of  the  meadows 
and  gardens  here  is  not  furpafled  by  that  of 
England, 

The  Venetian  nobility,  I  am  told,  live 
with  lefs  reftraint,  and  entertain  their 
friends  with  greater  freedom,  at  their  villas, 
than  at  their  palaces  in  town.  It  is  natural 
to  fuppofe,  that  a  Venetian  muft  feel 
peculiar  fatisfadion  when  his  affairs  permit 
him  to  enjoy  the  exhilarating  view  of 
green  fields,  and  to  breathe  the  free  air  of 
the  country. 

# 

As  one  who  long  in  populous  city  pent. 
Where  houfcs  thick,  and  fewcrs,  annoy  the  air, 

S  4  Forth 
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Forth  ifTuing^  on  a  fummer's  morn^  to  breathe 
Among  the  pleafant  villages  and  farnns 
Adjoin'd,  from  each  thing  met  conceives  delight 
The  fmell  of  grain,  or  tedded  grafs^  or  kine^ 
Or  dairy  i  each  rural  fight,  each  rural  found. 

I  confefs,  for  my  own  part,  I  never  fdt 

the  beauty  of  thofe  lines  of  Milton  with 

greater   fenfibility,    than    when    I    pafled 

through  the  charming   country    which  is 

watered  by  the  Brenta,  after  having  been 

pent  up  in  the  terraqueous  town  of  Venice. 

As  one  reafon  which  induced  his  Grace  to 

vifit  Padua  at  this  time  was,  that  he  might 

pay  his  duty  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 

of  Gloucefter,  we  waited  on  that  Prince 

as  foon  as  we  had   his  permiflion,      Hi$ 

Royal  Highnefs  has  been  here  for  fome  time 

with   his   Duchefs.      He  was  very   ill  at 

Venice,  and  has  been  advifed  to  remove  to 

this  place  for  the  benefit  of  the  air.     It  is 

with  much   fatisfadion   I  add,  that  he   is 

now  out  of  danger,  a  piece  of  intelligence 

with  which  you  will  have  it  in  your  power 

tQ 
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to    give    pleafure    to    many    people    ia 
England. 

No  city  in  the  world  has  lefs  affinity 
with  the  country  than  Venice  j  and  few  can 
have  more  than  Padua ;  for  great  part  of 
the  circuit  within  the  walls  is  unbuilt, 
and  the  town  in  general  fo  thinly  in- 
habited, that  grafs  is  feen,  in  many  places, 
in  the  interftices  of  the  ftones  with  which 
the  ftreets  are  paved.  The  houfes  arc 
built  on  porticoes,  which,  when  the  town 
was  well  inhabited,  and  in  a  flourifhing 
condition,  may  have  had  a  magnificent 
appearance ;  but  in  its  prefent  flate,  they 
rather  give  it  a  greater  air  of  melancholy 
and  of  gloom. 

The  Francifcan  church,  dedicated  to  St. 
Antonio,  the  great  patron  of  this  city, 
was  the  place  we  were  firft  led  to  by  the 
Cicerone  of  our  inn.  The  body  of  this 
holy  perfon  is  inclofed  in  a  farcophagus, 
under  an  altar  in  the  middle  of  the  chapel, 
and  is  faid  to  emit  a  very  agreeable  and 

2  refrefhing 
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refrefhing  flavour.     Pious  Catholics  believe 
this  to  be  the  natural  effluvia  of  the  faint^s 
body  ;    while  Heretics  aflert,  that  the  per- 
fume  (for  a  perfume   there  certainly   is) 
proceeds  from  certain  balfams  rubbed  oa 
the  marble  every  morning,  before  the  vo- 
taries come  to  pay  their  devotions.      I  never 
prefume  to  give  an  opinion  on  coutefted 
points  of  this  kind ;   but  I  may  be  allowed 
to  fay,  that  if  this  fweet  odour  really  pro- 
ceeds from  the  holy  Francifcan,  he  emits  a 
very  different  fmell  from  any  of  the  bre- 
thren of  that  order  whom  I  ever  had  aa 
opportunity  of  approaching. 

The  walls  of  this  church  are  covered 
with  votive  offerings  of  ears,  eyes,  arms, 
legs,  nofes,  and  every  part  almofl  of  the 
human  body,  in  token  of  cures  per-, 
formed  by  this  faint ;  for  whatever  part 
has  been  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  a  repre-i 
fentation  of  it  is  hung  up  in  filver  or  gold, 
according  to  the  gratitude  and  wealth  of 
the  patient. 

At 
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At  a  fmall  diftance  from  this  church  is 
a  place  called  the  School  of  St.  Antonio. 
Here  many  of  the  adUons  of  the  Saint  are 
painted  in  frefco ;  fome  of  them  by 
Titian.  Many  miracles  of  a  very  extra- 
ordinary nature  are  here  recorded.  I  ob- 
ferved  one  in  particular,  which,  if  often 
repeated,  might  endanger  the  peace  of 
families.  The  Saint  thought  proper  to 
loofen  the  tongue  of  a  new-born  child,  and 
endue  it  with  the  faculty  of  fpeech;  on 
which  the  infant,  with  an  imprudence 
natural  to  its  age,  declared,  in  an  audible 
voice,  before  a  large  company,  who  was  its 
real  father.  The  miracles  attributed  to 
this  celebrated  Saint,  greatly  exceed  in 
number  thofe  recorded  by  the  Evangelifts 
of  our  Saviour ;  and  although  it  is  not 
aflerted,  that  St.  Antonio  has  as  yet  raifed 
himfelf  from  the  dead,  yet  his  admirers 
here  record  things  of  him  which  are  almoft 
equivalent.  When  an  impious  Turk  had 
fecretly  placed  fireworks  under  the  chapel, 

with 
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with    an   intenrion  to  blow   it  up,    they 
affirm^    that   St.   Antonio   hallooed    three 
times  from  his  marble  coffin,  which 
the  infidel,  and  difcovered  the  plot, 
miracle  is    the   more  miraculous,    as   the 
Saint's  tongue  was  cut  out,  and  is  a&ually 
preferved  in  a  cryftal  veflcl,  and  fhewn  as 
a  precious  relic  to  all  who  have  a  curiofity 
to   fee  it.      I  darted   this   as  a  difficulty 
which  feemed  to  bear  a  little  againft  the 
authenticity  of  the  miracle;    and  the  in- 
genious perfon  to  whom  the  objeftion  was 
made,  feemed'  at  firft  fomewhat  nonpluffed  ; 
but,  after  recolle<Sting  himfelf,  he  obferved, 
that  this,   which   at  firfl  feemed   an    ob- 
jedlion,  was  really  a  confirmation  of  the 
fa£t;    for  the  faint  was  not  faid  to  have 
ipoken,  but  only  to  have  hallooed,  which 
a  man  can  do  without  a  tongue;    but  if 
his  tongue  had  not  been  cut,   added  he, 
there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  the  Saint 
would  have  revealed  the  Turkifh  plot  ia 
plain  articulate  language. 

From 
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From  the  Tower  of  the  Francifcan 
church  we  had  a  very  diftinft  view  c^ 
the  beautiful  country  which  furrounds 
Padua.  All  the  objeds^  at  a  little  diC- 
tance,  feemed  delightful  and  flourifhing; 
but  every  thing  under  our  eyes  indicated 
wretchednefs  and  decay. 


270       VIEW   OF   SOCIETY   AND 


LETTER     XXIV. 

PadoJU 

TH  E  next  church,  in  point  of  rank, 
but  far  fuperior  in  point  of  archi- 
ttCturCy  is  that  of  St.  Juftina,  built  from  a 
deiign  of  Palladio,  and  reckoned,  by  fbme 
people,   one  of  the  moft  elegant  he   ever 
gave.     St.  Juftina'  is  faid  to  have  fuffered 
martyrdom    where    the    church   is    buil^ 
which  was  the   reafon  of  ereding  it  oa 
that  particular  fpot.     It  would  have  been 
fortunate  for  the  pidlures  in  this  churchy 
if  the  Saint  had  fuffered  on  a  piece  of  drier 
ground,  for  they  fecm  confiderably  injured 
by  the  damps  which  furrouhd  the  place 
where  it  now  ftands.     There  is  a  wide  area 
in  front  of  the  church,   called  the  Prato 
della  Valle,   where   booths  and  fhops  arc 
ereded  for  all  kinds  of  merchandife  during 
the  fairs.      Part  of  this,  which  is  never 
allowed  to  be  profaned  by  the  buyers  and 

fellers^ 
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fellers,  is  called  Campo  Santo,  becaufe  there 
a  great  number  of  Chriftian  martyrs  is  faid 
to  have  been  put  to  death. 

St.  Juftina's  church  is  adorned  with 
many  altars,  embellifhed  with  fculpture. 
The  pavement  is  remarkably  rich,  being 
a  kind  of  Mofaic  work,  of  marble  of 
various  colours.  Many  other  precious  ma- 
terials are  wrought  as  ornaments  to  this 
church,  but  there  is  one  fpecies  of  jewels 
in  which  it  abounds,  more  than,  perhaps, 
any  church  in  Chriftendom  j  which  is,  the 
bones  of  martyrs.  They  have  here  a 
whole  well  full,  belonging  to  thofe  who 
were  executed  inthePratodellaValle;  and 
what  is  of  dill  greater  value,  the  Bene- 
didines,  to  whom  this  church  belongs, 
aflert,  that  they  are  alfo  in  poffeflion  of  the 
bodies  of  the  two  evangelifts  St.  Matthew 
and  St.  Luke.  The  Francifcans  belonging 
to  a  convent  at  Venice  difpute  the  fecond 
of  thofe  two  great  prizes,  and  declare,  that 
they  are  poffcffed  of  the  true  body  of  St. 

Luke, 
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Luke,  this  In  St.  Juftina's  church  being 
only  an  impofture.  The  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Pope,  who  gave  a  decifion  ia 
favour  of  one  of  the  bodies ;  but  this  does 
not  prevent  the  proprietors  of  the  other 
from  ftill  perfifting  in  their  original  claim, 
^  fo  that  there  is  no  likelihood  of  the  difpute 
being  finally  determined  till  the  day  of 
judgment. 

The  hall  of  the  Town-houfe  of  Padua 
is  one  of  the  largeft  I  ever  faw.  From  the 
bed  guefs  I  could  make,  after  ftepping  it, 
I  fhould  think  it  about  three  hundred 
Englifti  feet  long,  by  one  hundred  in 
breadth  :  the  emblematic  and  aflrological 
paintings,  by  Giotto,  are  much  decayed*  This 
immenfe  hall  is  on  the  fecond  floor,  and  is 
ornamented  with  the  bufts  and  flatues  of 
fome  eminent  perfons.  The  Cenotaph  of 
Livy,  the  hiftbrian,  who  was  a  native  of  Pa- 
dua, is  ereded  here.  The  Univcrfity,  for- 
merly fo  celebrated,  is  now,  like  every  thing 
elfe  in  this  city,  on  the  decline  j  the  Theatre 

for 
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for  anatomy  could  contain  five  or  (Ix  bun- 
dred  ftudents,  but  the  voice  of  the  Profeflbr  is 
like  that  of  him  who  crieth  in  the  wilder- 
nefs.  The  licentious  fpirit  of  the  ftudents, 
which  formerly  was  carried  fuch  unwar- 
rantable lengths,  and  made  it  dangerous 
to  walk  in  the  ftreets  of  this  city  at  night, 
is  now  entirely  extin£t:  it  has  gradually 
declined  with  the  numbers  of  the  ftudents^ 
Whether  the  ardour  for  literature,  for 
which  the  ftudents  of  this  univerfity  were 
diftinguifhed,  has  abated  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion, I  cannot  determine ;  but  I  atn  in- 
formed, that  by  far  the  greater  number  of 
the  young  men  who  now  attend  the  xini- 
verfity,  are  defigned  for  the  priefthood,  and 
apply  to  the  ftudy  of  divinity  as  a  fcience, 
for  comprehending  and  preaching  the  myf* 
terious  parts  of  which,  a  very  fmall  portion 
of  learning  has  been  obferved  t6  fucceed 
better  than  a  great  deal* 

There  is  a   cloth  manufactory   in   this 
city }    and  I  was  told,  that  the  inhabitants 

Vol.  I.  T  of 
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of  Venice,  not  excepting  the  nobles,  wear 
no  other  cloth  than  what  is  made  here. 
This  particular  manufadlory,  it  may  there- 
fore be  fuppofed,  fucceeds  very  well ;  but 
the  exceffive  nuniber  of  beggars  with  which 
this  place  fwarms,  is  a  ftrong  proof  that 
trade  and  manufadlures  in  general  are  by 
no  means  in  a  flourifhing  condition.  In  the 
CDurfe  of  my  Fife  I  never  faw  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  beggars  at  one  time,  as  attacked  u( 
at  the  church  of  St.  Antonio.  The  Duke  of 
Hamilton  fell  into  a  miftake,  analogous  to 
that  of  Sable  in  the  Funeral,  who  complains, 
that  the  more  money  he  gave  his  mourners 
to  look  fad,  the  merrier  they  looked.  His 
Grace  gave  all  he  had  in  his  pocket  to  the 
clamorous  multitude  which  furrounded  him^ 
on  condition  that  they  wcmld  hold  their 
tongues,  and  leave  us  ;  on  which  they  be- 
came more  numerous,  and  more  vociferous 
than  before.  Strangers  who  vifit  Padua 
will  do  well,  therefore,  to  obferve  the  gofpet 
injunftion,  and  perform  their  charities  ia 
fecret* 
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LETTER     XXV. 


The  Po. 


IN  my  letter  from  Padua  I  negleded  to 
mention  her  high  pretenfions  to  anti- 
quity :  fhe  claims  Antenor,  the  Trojan,  as 
her  founder ;  and  this  claim  is  fupported  by 
claffical  authority.  In  the  firft  book  of  the 
JEneid,  Venus  complains  to  Jupiter,  that 
her  fon  ^neas  is  flill  a  vagabond  on  the  Teas, 
while  Antenor  has  been  permitted  to  cftablifh 
himfelf,  and  build  a  city  in  Italy. 

Hie  tamen  ille  urbem  Patavi  fedefque  locavit  *. 

Lucan  alfo,  in  his  Pharfalia,  defcribing 
the  augur  who  read  in  the  fkies  the  events 
of  that  deCifive  day,  alludes  to  the  fame 
ftory  of  Antenor : 

EuganeOj  fi  vera  fides  memorantibus,  augur 
Colle  iedens^  Aponus  cerris  ubi  fumifer  exit, 

*  Ac  length  he  fbauded  Padua't  happy  feat.    D  a  t  d  e  k« 

T  a  Atquc 
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Atquc  Antenorei  dilpergitur  unda  Timavi 
Vcnit  fumma  dies,  gericur  res  maxima  dixit  ^ 
Impia  concurrunt  Pompeii  et  Cxfaris  arma  *. 

Some  modern  critics  have  aflerted,  that 
the  two  poets  have  been  guilty  of  a  geogra- 
phical miftake,  as  the  river  Timavus  empties 
itfelf  into  the  Adriatic  Gulph  near  Trieftc, 
about  a  hundred  miles  from  Padua ;  and  that 
the  Aponus  is  near  Padua,  and  about  the 
fame  diftance  from  Timavus. 

If,  therefore,  Antenor  built  a  city  where 
the  river  Timavus  rufhes  into  the  lea,  that 
city  muft  have  been  fituated  at  a  great 
diftance  from  where  Padua  now  ftands. 
The  Paduan  antiquarians,  therefore,  accufc 
Virgil,  without  fcruple,  of  this  blunder, 
that  they  may  retain  the  Trojan  Prince  as 
their  anccftor.     But  thofe  who  have  more 

*  Where  Aponus  firil  fprings  in  fmoky  fleam. 
And  full  Timavus  rolls  his  nobler^ftream  ; 
Upon  a  hill,  that  day^  if  fame  be  true, 
A  learned  augur  fat  the  ikies  to  view : 
'Tis  come,  the  great  event  is  come  (he  cry'd)  ! 
Our  impious  chiefs  their  wicked  war  decide.      Rowi. 

regard 
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regard  for  the  charafter  of  Virgil  than  the 
antiquity  of  Padua,  infifl  upon  it,  that  the 
poet  was  in  the .  right,  and  that  the  city 
which  Antenor  built,  was  upon  the  Banks 
of  Timavus,  and  exadly  a  hundred  miles 
from  modern  Padua.  As  for  Lucan,  he  Is 
left  in  the  lurch  on  both  fides,  though,  in 
my  poor  opinion,  we  may  naturally  fup- 
pofe,  that  one  of  the  ftreams  which  ran 
into  Timavus  was,  at  the  time  he  wrote, 
called  Aponus,  which  vindicates  the  poet, 
without  weakening  the  relation  between  the 
Paduans  and  Antenor, 

The  inhabitants  of  Padua  themfelves 
feem  to  have  been  a  little  afraid  of  trufting 
their  claim  entirely  to  claflical  authority; 
for  an  old  farcophagus  having  been  dug 
up  in  the  year  1283,  with  an  unintelligible 
infcription  upon  it,  this  was  declared  to 
be  the  tomb  of  Antenor,  and  was  placed  in 
one  of  the  ftreets,  and  furrounded  with  a 
balluftrade ;  and,  to  put  the  matter  out  of 
doubt ^  a  Latin  infcription  aflfures  the  reader, 

T  3  that 
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that  it  contains  the  body  of  the  renowned 
Antenor,  who,  having  efcaped  from  Troy, 
had  drove  the  Euganei  out  of  the  country, 
and  built  this  identical  city  of  Padua. 

Though  the  Paduans  find  that  there  are 
people  ill-natured  enough  to  aflert,  that  this 
farcophagus  does  not  contain  the  bones  of 
the  illuftrious  Trojan,  yet  they  can  defy  the 
malice  of  thofe  cavillers  to  prove,  that  they 
belong  to  any  other  perfon  j  upon  which 
negative  proof,  joined  to  what  has  been 
mentioned  above,  they  reft  the  merit  of 
their  pretenfions. 

After  remaining  a  few  days  at  Padua, 
we  returned  to  the  village  of  Doglio,  where 
we  had  left  our  veflel.  We  flopped,  and 
vifited  fome  of  the  villas  on  the  banks  of 
the  Brenta,  The  apartments  are  gay  and 
fpacious,  and  muft  be  delightful  in  fummer; 
but  none  of  the  Italian  houfes  feem  calcu- 
lated for  the  winter,  which,  neverthelefs, 
I  am  informed,  is  fometimes  as  fevere  in 
this  country  as  in  England. 

Having 
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Having  embarked  in  our  little  jireflel, 
we  foon  entered  a  canal,  of  about  twenty- 
two  Italian  miles  in  length,  which  com- 
municates with  the  Po,  and  we  were  drawn 
along,  ^at  a  pretty  good  rate,  by  two 
horfes.  We  pafled  laft  night  in  the  veflel, 
as  we  fhall  this ;  for  there  is  no  probability 
of  our  reaching  Ferrara  till  to-morrow* 
The  banks  of  this  famous  river  are  beauti- 
fully fertile.  Finding  that  we  could  keep 
up  with  the  veflel,  we  amufed  ourfelves 
the  greateft  part  of  the  day  in  walking. 
The  pleafure  we  feel  on  this  claflical  ground, 
and  the  intereft  we  take  in  all  the  objedls 
around,  is  not  altogether  derived  from  th^ir 
own  native  beauties;  a  great  part  of  it 
arifes  from  the  magic  colouring  of  poetical 
defcription. 

The  accounts  we  have  had  lately  of  the 
King  of  Pruflia's  bad  health,  I  fuppofe, 
are  not  true  ;  or  if  they  are,  I  have  good 
hopes  he  will  recover :  I  found  them  on 
the  calm  and  ferene  afpeiS:  which  Eridanus 

T  4  wears 
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wears  at  prefent,  which  is  not  the  cafe 
when  the  fate  of  any  very  great  perfon  Is 
depending.  You  remember,  what  a  rage 
he  was  in,  and  what  a  tumult  "he  raifed, 
immediately  before  the  death  of  Julius 
Ccefar. 

Pioluit  infano  contorquens  vortice  fylvas 
Fluviorum  Rex  Eridanus,  compofque  per  omnes; 
Cum  ftabulis  armenta  tulit. 

Dryden  tranflates  thefe  lines, 

Then  rifing  in  his  might,  the  King  of  Floods 
Rulh'd  thro'  the  forcfts,  tore  the  lofty  woods  | 
And,  rolling  onward,  with  a  fweepy  fway. 
Bore  houfes,  herds,  and  labouring  hinds  away. 

Rifing  in  his  might  is  happy,  but  the 
reft  is  not  fo  fimple  as  the  original,  and 
much  lefs  expreflive ;  there  wants  the  infano 
contorquens  vortice  fylvas. 

It  is  not  furprifing  that  the  Po  is  fo 
much  celebrated  by  the  Roman  poets,  fince 
it  is,  unqueftionably,  the  fineft  river  ia 
Italy. 

Where 
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Where  every  ftream  in  heaycnly  numbers  flows^ 

It  feems  to  have  been  the  favourite  riv^p 
of  Virgil : 

Gemina  auratus  taurine  cornua  vultu 
Eridanus,  quo  non  alius  per  pinguia  culta 
In  mare  purpureum  violentior  influit  amnis*. 

And  Mr.  Addifpn,  at  the  fight  of  this 
river,  1$  infpired  with  a  degree  of  enthu- 
iiafra,  which  does  not  always  animate  his 
poetry. 

Fired  with  a  thoufand  raptures,  I  furvey 

Eridanus  thro*  flowery  meadows  ftray  5 

The  King  of  Floods !    that^  rolling  o'er  their 

plains^ 
The  towering  Alps  of  half  their  moifture  drains. 
And,  proudly  fwoln  with  a  whole  winter's  fhows, 
Diftributes  wealth  and  plenty  where  he  flows. 

Notwithflanding  all  that  the  Latin  poets, 
and,  in  imitation  of  them,  thofe  of  other 

*  Whence  bull-faced  Po  adorned  with  gilded  hornsp 
Than  whom  no  river»  thro'  fuch  level  roeadS| 
Dpwn  to  the  fea  with  fwifter  torrenu  fpeeds. 

Warton. 

liations. 
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nations,  have  fung  of  the  Po,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  no  river  in  the  world  has  been 
fo  well  fung  as  the  Thames. 

Thou  too,  great  father  of  the  Britifti  floods! 
With  joyful  pride  furvey'ft  our  lofty  woods  i 
Where  towVing  oaks  their  growing  honours  rear. 
And  future  navies  on  thy  fhores  appear; 
J^ot    Neptune's  felf,    from    all    her    fl-reams, 

receives 
A  wealthier  tribute,  than  to  thine  he  gives; 
No  feas  fo  rich,  fo  gay  no  banks  appear. 
No  lake  fo  gentle,  and  no  fpring  fo  clear  ^ 
Nor  Po  ft)  fwells  the  fabling  poets  lays. 
While  led  along  the  fkies  his  current  ftrays. 
As  thine,  which  vifits  Windfor's  fam'd  abodes. 

If  you  arc  ftill  refradory,  and  (land  up 
for  the  panegyrifts  of  the  Po,  I  muft  call 
Denham  in  aid  of  my  argument,  and  I 
hope  you  will  have  the  tafte*  and  candour 
to  acknowledge,  that  the  following  are, 
beyond  comparifon,  the  nobleft  lines  that 
ever  were  written  on  a  river. 

My  eye  defcending  from  the  hill,  furveys 
Where  Thames  among  the  wanton  vallies  ftrays. 
8  Thames, 
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Thames,  the  moft  loved  of  all  the  Ocean's  fons. 
By  his  old  fire,  to  his  embraces  runs  -, 
Hading  to  pay  his  tribute  to  the  fea. 
Like  mortal  Life  to  meet  Eternity. 
Though  with  thofe  ftreams  he  no  refemblancc 

hold, 
Whofe  foam  is  amber,  and  their  gravel  gold| 
His  genuine  and  lefs  guilty  wealth  t'explore. 
Search  not  his  bottom,  but  furvey  his  (bore ; 
O'er  which  he  kindly  fpreads  his  Ipacious  wing. 
And  hatches  plenty  for  th'enfuing  fpring; 
Nor  then  deftroys  it  with  too  fond  a  ftay. 
Like  mothers  which  their  children  overlay. 
Nor  with  a  fudden  and  impetuous  wave. 
Like  profufe  kings,  refumes  the  wealth  he  gave. 
No  unexpefted  inundations  fpoil 
The  mower's  hopes,  nor  mock  the  plowman's 

toil : 
But,  godlike,  his  unweary'd  bounty  flows : 
Firft  loves  to  do,  then  loves  the  good  he  does. 
Nor  are  his  blefllngs  to  his  banks  confined. 
But  free  and  common,  as  the  fea  or  wind ; 
When  he,  to  boafl:,  or  to  difperfe  his  (lores. 
Full  of  the  tribute  of  his  grateful  fliores, 
Vifits  the  world,  and  in  his  flying  towers. 
Brings  home  to  us,  and  makes  both  Indies  ours ; 

Finds 
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Finds  wealth  where  *tis,  beftows  it  where  it  wants> 

Cities  in  deferts,  woods  in  cities  plants. 

So  that,  to  us,  no  thing,  no  place  is  ftrange. 

While  his  fair  bofom  is  thee  world's  exchange. 

O  could  I  flow  like  the,  and  make  thy  ftream 

My  great  example,  as  it  is  my  theme ! 

Though  deep,  yet  clears  though  gentle^  yet  not 

duUi 
Strong  without  rage,  without  overflowing  full* 
Heaven  her  Eridanus  no  more  fhall  boafl:^ 
Whofe  fame  in  thine,  like  lefler  current 's  loft. 

You  will  fufpeft  that  I  am  hard  pufhed 
to  make  out  a  letter,  when  I  lend  you 
fuch  long  quotations  from  the  poets. 
This,  however,  is  not  my  only  reafon. 
While  we  remain  on  the  Po,  rivers  na-? 
turally  become  the  fubjedt  of  my  letter. 
I  aflcrted,  that  the  Thames  has  been  more 
fublimely  fung  than  the  favourite  river  of 
claflical  authors,  and  I  wifhed  to  lay  fbme 
of  my  ftrongeft  proofs  before  you  at  once^ 
to  fave  you  the  trouble  of  turning  to  the 
ori|ginaISf 
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LETTER    XXVI. 

Fcrrara. 

WE  arrived  here  early  this  morning. 
The  magnificent  ftreets  and  num- 
ber of  fine  buildings  fliew  that  this  has 
formerly  been  a  rich  and  flourifhing  city. 
The  prefent  inhabitants,  however,  who  are 
very  few  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the 
town,  bear  every  mark  of  poverty. 

The  happinefs  of  the  fubjedts  in  a  de- 
ipotic  government,  depends  much  more  oa 
the  perfonal  character  of  the  fovereign, 
than  in  a  free  flate;  and  the  fubjefts  of 
little  Princes,  who.  have  but  a  fmall  ex- 
tent of  territory,  are  more  affedled  by  the 
good  and  bad  qualities  of  thofe  Princes, 
than  the  inhabitants  of  great  and  exten- 
five  empires.  I  had  frequent  opportuni- 
ties of  making  this  remark  in  Germany, 
where,  without  having  feen  the  Prince, 

or 
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or  heard  his  charadter,  one  may  often  dii^ 
cover  his  difpofitions  and  turn   of  mind^ 
from  examining  into  the  circumftances  and 
general  (ituation  of  the  people.     When  the 
Prince  is  vain  and  luxurious,  as  he  con- 
fiders   himfelf  equal  in  rank,    fo  he    en- 
deavours to  vie  in  magnificence  with  more 
powerful'  fovereigns,    and   thofe  attempts 
always  terminate  in  the  oppreffion  and  po- 
verty of  his  fubjeds ;    but  when  the  Prince, 
on  the  other  hand,    is  judicious,    adtive, 
and  benevolent,   as  the   narrow  limits   of 
his  territories  make  it  eafy  for  him   to  be 
acquainted  with  the  real  fituation  and  true 
intereft  of  his  fubjefts,  his  good  qualities 
operate   more  diredly  and   efFedlually  for 
their  benefit,  than  if  his  dominions  were 
more  extenfive,  and  he  himfelf  obliged  to 
govern  by  the  agency  of  minifters. 

The  Duchy  of  Ferrara  was  formerly  go- 
verned by  its  own  Dukes,  many  of  whom 
happened  to  be  of  the  charadter  laft  men- 
tioned, and  the  Ferrarefe  was,  for  feveral 

gene- 
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generations,  one  of  the  happieft  and  moft 
flourifliing  fpots  in  Italy,  In  the  year 
1597  ^^  ^^^  annexed  to  the  Ecclefiaftical 
State,  and  has  ever  fince  been  gradually 
falling  into  poverty  and  decay.  It  muft 
be  owing  to  fome  eflential  error  in  the 
Government,  when  a  town  like  this,  (itu- 
ated  in  a  fertile  foil,  upon  a  navigable  river 
near  the  Adriatic,  remains  in  poverty. 
Except  the  change  of  its  Sovereign,  all  the 
other  caufes  which  I  have  heard  affigncd 
for  the  poverty  of  Ferrara,  exifted  in  the 
days  of  its  profperity. 

Though  the  citizens  of  Ferrara  have  not 
been  able  to  preferve  their  trade  and  in-^ 
duftry,  yet  they  ftill  retain  an  old  privi- 
lege of  wearing  fwords  by  their  fides. 
This  privilege  extends  to  the  loweft  me- 
chanics, who  ft  rut  about  with  great  dig- 
nity. Fencing  is  the  only  fcicncc  in  a 
flourifhing  condition  in  this  town,  which 
furniflies  all  the  towns  in  Italy  with  flcilful 
fencing-mafters.  Ferrara  was  famous  for- 
merly 
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merly  for  a  manufactory  of  fword-blades* 
The  Scotch  Highlanders,  who  had  a  greater 
demand  for  fvvords,  and  were  nicer  in  the 
choice  of  their  blades  than  any  other  peo- 
ple, ufed  to  get  them  from  a  celebrated 
maker  in  this  town,  of  the  name  of  An- 
drea di  Ferrara.  The  beft  kind  of  broad- 
fwords  are  ilill  called  by  the  Highlanders 
True  Andrew  Ferraras. 

There  are  two  brafs  ftatues  oppofite  to 
one  of  the  principal  churches^     One  is  of 
Kicholo  Marquis  of  Efte,  and  the  other  of 
Borfo  of  Efte,   the  firft  Duke  of  Ferrara, 
whofc  memory  is  ftill  held  in  great  venera- 
tion in  this  city.    I  had  the  curiofity  to  go  to 
the  lienedidline  church,  merely  to  fee  the 
place  where  Ariofto  lies  buried.     The  de- 
gree of  importance  in  which  men  are  held 
by  their   cotemporaries  and  by  pofterity, 
is   very  different.      This  fine  fanciful    old 
bard   has  done  more   honour  to  modern 
Italy,  than  forty- nine  in  fifty  of  the  Popes 
and  Princes  to  which  (lie  has  given  birth, 

andy 
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and  while  thofe,  who  were  the  gaze  of  the 
multitydf  during  their  lives,  are  now  en<- 
tirely  forgotten,  his  fame  increafes  with  the 
progrefs  of  time.  In  hb  lifetime,  perhaps, 
liii  importancet  in  the  ejes  of  his  country-^ 
mens  arofe  from  the  protedion  of  the  fa^- 
mily  of  £fte ;  now  he  gives  importance, 
En  the  qres  of  aU  Europe,  to  the  illi^lrious 
names  of  his  patrons^  and  to  the  country 
where  he  was  born* 

The  Emperpr,  and  two  of  his  brothers^ 
(odged  lately  at  the  inn  where  we  qow  are. 
Our  landlwd  is  fo  vain  of  this,  (h^t  he 
cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  fpeak  on  any 
other  fubjed: ;  he  has  entertained  me  with 
a  thoufaod  particulars  about  his  illuftrious 
gueils  I  it  is  impoffible  he  (hould  ever  for- 
get thofe  anecdotes,  for  he  has  been  con^ 
ilantly  repeating  thejtn  ever  fince  the  Royal 
brothers  left  his  hou&,  I  a(ked  him,  what 
we  could  have  for  fupper  ?  He  anfwered. 
That  we  fhould  fup  in  the  very  fame  room 

YQh.l  U  in 
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in  which  his  Imperial  Majefty  had  dinei 
I  repeated  my  queftion  j  and  he  replied,  he 
did  not  believe  there  were  three  more  aflSible 
Princes  in  the  world.  I  faid,  I  hoped  fup- 
per  would  be  foon  ready ;  and  he  told  mc, 
that  the  Archduke  was  fond  of  fricaflce,  but 
the  Emperor  preferred  a  fowl  plain  roafted. 
I  faid,  with  an  air  of  impatience,  that  I 
fhould  be  much  obliged  to  hioi  if  he  would 
fend  in  fuppen  He  bowed,  and  walked  to 
the  door:  but,  before  he  difappeared,  he 
turned  about  and  aflfured  me,  that  although 
his  Majefty  ate  no  more  than  an  ordinary 
man,  yet  he  paid  like  an  Emperor, 

To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  great 
event,  of  the  Emperor  and  his  two  brothers 
having  dined  at  this  houfe,  the  landlord  got 
an  Ecclefiaftic  of  his  acquaintance  to  com- 
pcfe  the  following  pompous  infcription, 
which  is  now  engraven  upon  a  ftone  at  the 
door  of  his  inn. 


QUOD 
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QUOD 

TABERNA  UJEC  DIVERSORIA 

HOSPITES  HABUERIT  TRES  FRATRES 

CONSILIIS,  MORIBUS,  ET  IN  DEUM  PIETATE, 

PRiECLAROS. 
MARIiE  THERES.    BOHEMIiE  ET  HUNG. 

REGINiE,  &c,  &c. 

ET  TANTiE  MATRIS  VIRTUTI  SIMILLIMOS 

MAXIMILIANUM  AUSTRIiE  ARCHIDUCEM, 

CCENiE  ET  QUIET ATIS  CAUSA, 

TERTIO  CALEND.  JUNII  M.DCC.LXXV. 

DIE  POSTERO  PRANDIUM  SUMPTUROS 

PETRUM  LEOP.  MAGN.  HETRUC.  DUCEM, 

ET  JOSEPHUM  SECOND.  ROM.  IMPERATOREM, 

SECULI  NOSTRI  ORNAMENTUM  ET  DECUS, 

NE  TEMPORIS  LONGITUDO 
HUJUSCE  LOCI  FELICITATEM  OBLITERET 
PERENNE  HO  C  MONUMENTUM  *. 

•  Three  brothers,  the  fons  of  Maria  Thcrefa,  Queen 
of  Bohemia  and  Hungary,  all  of  them  diftinguifhed  by 
their  virtues,  and  worthy  of  fo  illuflrious  a  mother,  were 
entertained  at  this  inn,  'viz*  Maximilian  Arch-Duke  of 
Auflria,  who  adlually  Tupped  and  pafled  the  night  here,  on 
the  30th  of  May,  1775. 

Peter  Leopold  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  and  the  Em* 
peror  Jofeph  the  Second,  the  ornament  and  glory  of  the 
age,  who  dined  here  the  following  day. 

That  fuch  important  events  may  not  be  loft  in  the  flight 
of  time,  let  this  durable  monument  inform  the  lated  pof- 
lerity  of  the  happinefs  which  this  inn  enjoyed. 

.  U  2  No 
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No  three  perfons  ever  acquired  im- 
mortality on  eafier  terms :  it  has  only  coft 
them  one  night^s  lodging  at  an  indifferent 
inn,  when  better  quarters  could  not  be 
had. 
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WH  EN  w?  left  Ferrara,  pur  Iandlor4 
infifted  on  our  taking  fix  horfes  to 
each  chaife>  on  account  of  tbe  badnefs  of  the 
roads,  the  foil  about  the  town  being  moift 
and  heavy,  i  attempted  to  remonftrate 
that  four  would  be  fufficient ;  but  he  cut 
me  (hort,  by  protefting,  that  the  roads  were 
fo  very  deep,  that  he  would  not  allow  the 
beft  friend  he  had  in  the  world,  not  even 
the  Emperor  himfelf,  were  he  there  in  per- 
fon,  to  take  fewer  than  fix.  There  was  np 
more  to  be  faid  after  this  j  the  fame  argu- 
ment would  have  been  irrefiftible,  Jh^  he 
infifted  on  our  taking  twelve. 

As  you  draw  near  to  Bologna,  the  country 
gradually  improves  in  cultivation  ;  and,  for 
fome  jniles  before   you   enter  the  town, 

U  3  feemg 


2^4       VIEW   OF    SOCIETY    AND 

feems  one  continued  garden.  The  vine- 
yards are  not  divided  by  hedges,  but  by 
rows  of  elms  and  mulberry  trees ;  the  vines 
hanging  in  a  moft  beautiful  pidfcurefque 
manner,  in  feftoons  from  one  tree  to  ano- 
ther. This  country  is  not  only  fertile  in 
vines',  but  likewife  in  corn,  olives,  and  paf^ 
turage,  and  has,  not  without  foundation, 
acquired  the  name  of  Bologna  la  Grafla. 

This  town  is  well  built,  and  popidous  i  the 
number  of  inhabitants  amounting  to  feventy, 
or  perhaps  eighty  thoufand*  The  houfes  in 
general  have  lofty  porticoes,  which  i^ould 
have  a  better  efFe<St  if  the  ftreets  were  not 
fo  narrow ;  but  in  this  particular,  magnifi- 
cence is  facrificed  to  conveniency  ;  for,  in 
Italy,  fhade  is  confidered  as  a  luxury. 

The  Duchy  of  Bologna  had  conditions 
granted  to  it,  upon  fubmitting  to  the  Papal 
dominion.  Thofe  conditions  have  been 
obferved  with  a  degree  of  punctuality  and 
good  faith,  which  many  zealous  Proteftants 
would  not  exped  in  the  Church  of  Rome. 

Bologna 
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Bologna  retains  the  name  of  a  republic, 
fends  an  ambaflador  to  the  Pope's  court, 
and  the  word  Libertas  is  Infcribed  on  the 
arms  and  coin  of  the  State,  with  the  flat- 
tering  capitals    S,  P*  Q^  R.      The   civil 
government   and   police   of   the   town   is 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  ma« 
giftrates,    who  are  chofen  by  the  Senate, 
which  formerly  confided   of  forty  mem- 
bers ;    but  fince  this  republic  came  under 
the  protedlion,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  Pope, 
he  thought  proper  to  add  ten  more,  but 
the  whole  fifty  ftill  retain  the  name  of  the 
Quaranta.     Mankind,  in  general,  are  more 
alarmed  by  a  change  of  name,  in  things 
which  they  have  long  regarded  with  ve- 
neration, than  by  a  real  change  in  the  na- 
ture of  the  things  themfelves.     The  Pope 
may  have  had  fome  good  political  reafon 
for  augmenting  the  number  of  the  Council 
to  fifty;  but  he  could  have  none  for  calling 
them  the  Council  of  Fifty,  if  the  people 
chofe   rather   to   call  fifty  men  aflembled  ^ 
together  the  Council  of  Forty.      One   of 

U  4  tlie 
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the  Senators  prefides  la  thlt  Senate^  and  ta 
called  the  Gonfalonier ;  frofn  his  canning 
the  ftandafd  (Gonfalone)  of  the  rejmbfic. 
He  i$  chief  magiftrate^  is  attended  bj 
guards,  and  is  conftantly  at  the  palace^  a 
near  it,  to  be  ready  on  any  enitetigcncy } 
bikt  he  ren^ains  only  two  ^onth%  iii  iSBkt^ 
and  the  Senators  take  it  by  turns. 

In  the  mldfl  of  all  this  appeatancts  of 
independency,     a   Cardinal    Legate    from 
Rome  governs  this  republic:    he   is  ap- 
pointed by  the  Pope,  with  a  Vice  l^egate, 
and  other  affiftants.  The  orders  which  the 
Legate  iflfues,  are  fuppofed  to  be  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Senate ;   at  leaft,  they 
are  never  difputed  by  that  p!rodeat  body 
of  men.     The  office,  which  is  x>f  'higher 
dignity  than  any  other  now  in  the  gift  ei 
the   Court  of  Ronle,  continues  for  three 
years :    at  the  expiration  of  that  due,  his 
Holinefs  either  rppoints  a  new  Legate,  or 
confirms  the  old  one  in  the  o£Ece  for  three 

years  longer. 
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TfaU  ecclefiaftkal  Viceroy  lives  in  gmt 
magnificence^  and  has  a  numerous  fuite  of 
pages,  equerries,  and  halberdiers^  who  at- 
tend him  in  the  city.  When  he  goes  iato 
the  country,  he  is  accompamed  by  groda 
On  faorfebadc 

The  Gonfalonier  and  magiftrates  rega^ 
late  aU  the  ufiud  matters  which  regard  the 
police,  and  decide,  in  common  caufes,  ac* 
cording  to  the  htws  and  ancient  Anns  of 
the  republic ;  Init  there  is  no  doubt  that, 
in  afiairs  of  great  importance,  and,  indeed^ 
as  often  as  he  choofes  to  interfere,  the  Car* 
dinal  Legate  influences  decifions.  This  muft 
be  mortifying  to  the  Senators  and  noble  fa- 
miKes,  but  is  lefs  felt  by  the  people  in  ge*- 
neral,  who  have  every  appearance  erf*  living 
under  a  mild  and  beneficent  government. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bologna  carry  on  a 
very  confiderable  trade  in  filks  and  velvets, 
which  are  manufadlured  here  in  great  per- 
•fe&ion.     The  country  produces  immenfc 

quantities 
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quantities  of  oil,  wine,  flax,  and  hemp; 
and  furnifhes  all  Europe  with  faufages, 
Macaroni,  liqueurs,  and  eflences.  The 
people  feem  to  be  induflrious,  aad  to  be 
'allowed  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labour ; 
the  markets  are  moft  plentifully  fupplied 
with  provifions ;  fruit  is  to  be  had  in  great 
variety,  and  all  excellent  in  its  kind  ;  the 
common  wine  of  the  country  is  a  light 
white  wine  of  an  agreeable  tafte,  which 
ftrangers  prefer  to  any  of  the  French  or 
German  wines  to  be  had  there.  Thofe  who 
are  not  pleafed  with  the  entertainment 
they  meet  with  at  the  inns  in  this  city,  it 
will  be  a  difficult  matter  to  pleafe  ;  they 
muft  be  poflefled  of  a  degree  of  fuch  nicety, 
both  in  their  palates  and  tempers,  as  will 
render  them  exceedingly  troublefome  to 
themfelves  and  others,  not  only  in  their 
travels  through  Italy,  but  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  their  journey  through  life. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  palaces  in 
this  city.     What  is  called  the  Public  Palace, 

is. 
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is,  by  far,  the  moft  fpacious,  but  not  the 
moft  elegant.  In  this  the  Cardinal  Legate 
is  lodged.  There  are  alfo  apartments  for 
the  Gonfalonier ;  and  halls,  or  chambers, 
for  fome  of  the  courts  of  juftice.  This 
building,  though  of  a  gloomy  and  irre- 
gular form  without,  contains  fome  very 
magnificent  apartments,  and  a  few  good 
pictures :  the  moft  efteemed  are,  a  large 
one,  by  Guido,  of  the  Virgin  and  the 
infant  Jefus,  feated  on  the  rainbow ;  a 
Sampfon,  by  Guido  alfo,  refrefhing  him- 
felf  with  the  water  which  ifTues  from  the 
jaw-bone  with  which  he  has  juft  defeated 
the  Philiftines ;  and  a  St.  John  the  Baptift, 
by  Raphael,  a  duplicate  of  that  in  the 
Palais  Royal  at  Paris,  but  thought,  by  fome 
connoifleurs,  greatly  inferior.  For  my  part, 
I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  this  great 
painter  did  not  employ  the  time  he  fpent 
on  one  of  them,  at  leaft,  on  fome  fubjeft 
more  worthy  of  his  talents.  A  fmgle 
figure,  unemployed,  can  never  pleafe  fo 
much  as  a  groupe,  occupied  in  fome  in- 

tcrefting 
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terefling  adlon.  It  is  a  pity  that  a  painter, 
capable,  even  in  a  moderate  degree,  cf 
exciting  die  paffions,  ihould  confine  his  ta^- 
lents  to  folttary  figures.  How  miich  more 
unworthy  of  bim  who  pofiefled  ail  the 
fublimity  and  pathos  of  the  art. 

On  his  arrival  at  this  town,  the  &rft  ob« 
jed  which  fiiikes  the  eye  of  a  ftrangcr,  is 
a  noble  marble  fountain,  in  the  area  before 
the  Palazzo  Publico.  The  principal  figure 
is  a  ftatue  of  Neptune,  eleven  feet  in  h^^it } 
one  of  his  hands  is  ftretched  out  before  him, 
in  the  other  he  holds  the  trident.  The 
body  and  limbs  are  finely  proportioned,  the 
anatomy  perfeft,  the  charader  of  the  coun* 
tenance  icvere  and  majeftic.  This  figure  cff 
Neptune,  as  well  as  all  the  others  of  boys,  dol« 
phins,  and  fyrens,  which  furround  it,  are  in 
bronze.  The  whole  is  the  workmanfhip  of 
Giovanni  di  Bologna,  and  is  highly  efleemed  ; 
yet  there  feems  to  be  an  impropriety  in  mak^ 
ing  water  flow  in  ftreams  from  the  breafts  rf 
the  fea  nymphs,  or  fyrens* 

Over 
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Over  the  entrance  of  the  Legate's  palace, 
is  a  bronze  ftatue  of  a  Pope.  The  tiara, 
and  other  parts  of  the  Papal  uniform,  are 
not  fo  favourable  to  the  fculptor's  genius, 
as  the  naked  fimplicity  in  which  Neptune 
appears.  A  female  traveller,  however,  not 
extravagantly  fond  of  the  fine  arts,  would 
rather  be  obferved  admiring  the  fculptor's 
Ikill  in  imitating  the  folds  of  the  Sacer- 
dotal robes,  than  his  anatomical  accuracj 
in  forming  thq  majeftic  proportions  of  the 
Sea  Divinity* 
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Bologna. 

THE  univerfity  of  Bologna  is  one  of 
the  moft  ancient  and  mod  celebrated 
feats  of  literature  in  Europe ;  and  the 
academy  for  the  arts  and  fciences,  founded 
by  the  Count  Marfigli  at  the  beginning  of 
the  prcfcnt  century,  is  fufEcient,  of  itfelf, 
to  engage  ftrangcrs  to  vifit  this  city,  if 
there  were  nothing  elfe  worthy  of  their  cu- 
riofity.  Over  the  gate  of  this  magnificent 
ediiicc  is  the  following  liberal  infcription ; 

BONONIENSE  SCIENTIARUM  ATQUE  ARTIUM, 
JNSTITUTUM  AD  PUBLICUM  TOTIUS 
ORBIS  USUM*. 

Here  is  a  moft  valuable  librar}%  in  three 
fpacious  rooms,  where  any  pcrfon  mav 
ftudy,  and  have  the  ufe  of  the  books,  four 
hours  every  day ;  alfo  apartments  for  the 
ftudcnts  of  fculpturc,  painting,  architedture, 

•  The  Bononian  Academy  of  arts  and  fciences,  for  the 
general  ufe  of  the  whole  world. 

1 1  chemiftry. 
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chemiftry,  anatomy,  aftronomy,  and  every 
branch  of  natural  philofophy.  They  are 
all  ornamented  with  defigns,  models,  in- 
ftruments,  and  every  kind  of  apparatus 
requifite  for  illiiftrating  thofe  fclences. 
There  are  alfo  Profeflbrs,  who  regularly 
read  ledures,  and  inflru(f):  the  (Indents  in 
thofe  various  parts  of  knowledge.  There  is 
a  hall,  full  of  models  in  architedlure  and 
fortification,  a  valuable  colleftion  of  medals, 
and  another  of  natural  curiofities,  as 
animals,  earths,  ores,  minerals,  and  a  com* 
plete  collection  of  fpecimens,  to  aflift  the 
ftudy  of  the  Materia  Medica,  and  every 
part  of  Natural  Hiftory.  A  gallery  of 
ftatues,  confifting  of  a  few  originals,  and 
very  fine  cafts  of  the  beft  ftatues  in  Italy. 
I  went  one  evening  to  the  academy  of 
painting  and  fculpture ;  two  men  flood  in 
different  attitudes  on  a  table,  in  the  middle 
of  the  room ;  about  fifty  ftudents  fat  in  the 
amphitheatre  around  them,  fome  draw- 
ing their  figures  in  chalks,  others  model- 
Jing    them   in   wax,    or  clay.     As   each 

ftudent 
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ftudent  viewed  the  two  men  from  difiereot 
pointSy  the  variety  of  manner  in  the  di^r« 
ent  Undents,  together  with  the  alteration 
in  the  Chiaro  Scuro  under  each  point  of 
view,  gave  every  drawing  the  appearance 
of  being  done  from  a  different  figure- 
Nothing  can  be  fo  advantageous  to  the 
young  fludent  as  this  kind  of  exercife, 
which  is  fometimes  pradifed  by  dayi-light^ 
and  fometimes  by  the  light  of  lamps,  and 
mufl  give  a  fuller  idea  of  the  effe^^  of  light 
and  (hade  than  any  other  method^ 

Honorary  premiums  are  diftributed  every 
year  among  the  artifts,  for  the  beft  defigns 
in  painting,  fculpture,  and  architefturc." 

The  Anatomical  Theatre  is  adorned 
with  (latues  of  celebrated  phyficians  ;  and 
in  the  Mufeum,  which  belongs  to  it,  there 
arc  abundance  of  anatomical  preparations  { 
alfo  a  complete  fuite  of  anatomical  figures 
in  wax.  A  man  and  woman  in  the 
natural  ftate ;  the  fame  with  the  Ikin  and 
cellular  membrane  removed,  the  external 
1 3  mufcies 
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nillfcles  of  the  whole  body  and  limbs  ap- 
pearing. Iq  the  fubfequent  figures  the 
more  external  mufcles  are  gradually  re- 
moved, till  nothing  but  the  funple  (keleton 
remains.  Thefe  figures  are  very  well 
rendered,  prefervlng  the  natural  appear- 
ance and  fituation  of  the  mufcles  and  blood- 
vcffels,  with  as  much  exadlnefs  as  could 
be  expeded  in-  a  work  of  this  nature. 
There  are  alfo  models  in  wax,  of  particular 
parts,  and  of  feveral  of  the  vifcera  of  the 
human  body  feparately ;  yet  thofe  waxen 
models  could  not  ftand  In  comparifon  with 
the  preparations  of  the  real  parts  in  Dr. 
Hunter's  mufeum.  If  brought  to  that 
teft,  the  Bologna  wax-works,  though  ad- 
mirable in  their  kind,  would  appear  as 
their  beft  cafls  of  the  Vatican  Apollo  and 
Laocoon  would,  if  placed  bcfide  the  origi- 
nals. Indeed,  the  real  prepara'tions  to  be  feea 
here,  arc  far  inferior  to  thofe  of  that  great 
anatomift,  who  is  now  poHefled  of  the  moft 
complete  and  moft  accurate  colle(ftion  of 
anatomical  prep.irations,  that  ever  was 
Vol.  I.  X  made 
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made  by  human  (kill  and  induftry.  We 
have  faithfully  performed  our  duty  jn 
vifiting  all  the  churches  and  palaces  of  diis 
city,  which  contain  fome  of  the  higheft 
fpecimens  of  art ;  yet,  as  the  recital  might 
be  lefs  amufmg  than  the  tour  Itfelf,  I  fhal! 
exerclfe  your  patience  with  great  modera- 
tion on  that  fubjeift. 

The  church  of  St.  Petronius  forms  part 
of  that  large,  irregular   fquare,    in   which 
the  fountain,  formerly  mentioned,  ftaads; 
it  is  the  largeft  in  Bologna.     In  the  pave-  j 
ment  of  this  church,  Gafiiul  drew  his  me*i 
ridian  line ;   and  within  the  walls  of  thi|i- 
fame  edifice,  the  Emperor  Charles  the  FifthI 
■was  crowned.     Thofe  circumftances    majfi 
Jntereft  the  aftronomer  and  the  hiflorian  }l 
but  the  flatue  of  a  fuldier,  which  ftands  i»| 
one  of  the  chapels,  engages  the  attentioii 
of  the  pious  Catholic.      This  man,  belnj^ 
at  play,  and  in  danger  of  lofing    all 
money,  offered  up  a  very  fervent  prayer" 
to  the  Virgin  Mary,  for  a  little  better  luck}  ] 
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to  which  fhe,  who  never  fliewed  any 
favour  to  gameftcrs,  turned  a  deaf  ear. 
When  he  found  that  his  bad  fortune  con- 
tinued, this  furious  wretch  drew  his  fword, 
and  wounded  both  the  Virgin,  and  the 
Infant  in  her  arms.  He  inftantly,  as  you 
may  fuppofe,  fell  to  the  ground,  deprived 
of  motion  ;  he  was  carried  to  prifon,  and 
condemned  to  an  ignominious  and  painful 
death.  While  he  remained  under  confine- 
ment, he  came  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  hia 
wickednefs;  and  the  Blelfed  Virgin  was  fo 
much  foftened  by  his  repentance,  that  fhe 
reflored  him  to  the  ufe  of  his  hmbs ;  and 
the  Judges,  taking  the  hint,  gave  him  a 
full  pardon.  As  a  fatufaBory  proof  of 
this  memorable  event,  they  fliew  the  iden- 
tical fword  with  which  the  alTault  was 
made. 

A    Dominican    convent,     fituated     on 

the  top  of  a  hill,  about  three  miles  from 

this   city,    is    in   pofleffion   of  a    portrait 

of  the  Virgin,  by  St.  Luke.      It  is  not 

X  2  perfedHy 
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pcrfeiliy  known  how  it  came  there;  any 
enquiry  of  that  nature  favours  of  herefy, 
and  might  give  offence.  The  people  in 
general  are  perfuaded  of  its  originality, 
and  happy  in  the  honour  of  liich  a  neigh- 
bour. This  portrait  has  wrought  many 
miracles  in  favour  of  the  inhabitants  (^ 
Bologna.  A  curious  gallery,  open  to  the 
fouth,  and  clofed  by  a  wall  to  the  nortfi, 
is  built  all  the  way  from  this  city  to  die 
convent.  On  the  open  fide  it  is  fupportcd 
by  a  long  row  of  pillars,  and  ■was  cre^ed 
by  voluntary  contribution,  In  honour  of 
the  Virgin,  and  for  the  conveniency  c£ 
pilgrims.  This  long  colonade  is  about 
twelve  feet  in  breadth,  from  the  pil- 
lars to  the  wall,  and  of  a  convenient 
height;  all  the  commumtles  of  the  town 
walk  once  a  year,  in  folemn  proceffion, 
to  the  convent,  and  bring  the  hdif 
picture  to  vifit  the  city.  It  is  carried 
through  the  principal  ftreets,  attended 
by  every  inhabitant  who  can  afford  to 
purchafe  a  wax  taper.  During  this  pro- 
1 6  ceiCon^ 
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ceflion,  the  bells  continue  ringing,  the 
cannon  are  fired  ;  and  the  troops  under 
arms  oblerve  the  fame  ceremonies,  ■when 
the  piflure  pa0es,  as  if  It  were  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  forces.  The  common 
people  imagine,  the  piflure  is  extremely 
fond  of  this  annual  vllit  to  the  town  of 
Bologna ;  they  even  are  convinced,  that, 
if  it  were  not  carried,  it  would  defcend 
from  the  frame,  and  walk  the  whole  way 
on  foot ;  but  they  do  not  defire  to  fee  the 
experiment  made,  both  becaufe  it  might 
dlfoblige  the  Virgin,  and  hccaufc,  if  the 
picture  were  once  fet  a-walklng,  there  is 
no  knowing  where  it  would  ftop. 


Though  the  nobility  of  Bologna  are 
not  now  very  rich,  many  of  their  palaces 
are  furnifhed  in  a  magnificent  tafte,  and 
contain  paintings  of  great  value.  The 
palaces  were  built,  and  ornamented,  when 
the  proprietors  were  riclicr,  and  when 
the  fineft  works  of  architecture  and  paint- 
ing could  be  procured  on  eafier  terms  thaa 
X  3  at 
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at  prefent.  The  galleries  and  apartmena 
are  fpacious  and  magnificent ;  yet  theie 
are  circumftances  in  the  moft  fplendid,  that 
muft.  hurt  the  eye  of  thofe  who  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  that  perfe£l  exadnefs  in  finifhing 
which  prevails  in  Englifli  houfes.  The 
glafs  of  the  windows  of  fome  palaces  is 
divided  into  little  fquare  panes,  which  are 
joined  together  by  lead ;  and  the  floon 
of  all  are  fo  very  indifferently  laid,  thai 
you  often  feel  a  loofe  brick  fhaking  under 
your  feet  as  you  walk  through  the  fineft 
apartments. 


The  mod  precious  ornaments  of  the 
palaces  are  the  paintings,  particularly  thofe., 
of  the  celebrated  mafters  which  this  dtt 
had  the  honour  of  producing.  Raphael  is 
generally  allowed  to  have  excelled 
painters  in  the  fublimity  of  his  ideas, 
grouping  of  his  figures,  the  beauty  of  ] 
heads,  the  elegance  of  his  forms,  and  thd 
correiflnefs  of  his  outlines ;  yet,  in 
opinion  of  fomc,  he  has  oftener  imitatei 
13  Uiofffl 
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tbofe  noble  ideas  of  beauty,  tranfniittetl  to 
us  by  the  Greek  fculptors,  than  what  he 
faw,  or  could  obferve,  ia  nature.  Thole 
who  hold  this  opinion  aflert,  that  the  heft 
mafters  of  the  Lombard  School  ftudied, 
with  equal  afliduity,  the  elegance  of  the 
antique  ftatues,  and  the  fimpHcity  of  na- 
ture ;  and  from  this  combined  attention  to 
both,  with  geniufes  lefs  fublime,  and  not 
fo  uoiverfal,  ae  that  of  the  Roman  painter, 
they  have  produced  works  equal,  if  not 
fuperior  in  feme  refpe£ts,  to  his.  In  ail 
this,  I  beg  you  may  keep  in  your  remem- 
brance, that  I  am  not  affecting  to  give  any 
Opinion  of  my  own,  but  merely  repeating 
the  fentiments  of  others. 


^^  tc 


ext  to  Rome  itfelf,  there  is,  perhaps, 
town  in  the  world  fo  rich  in  paintings 
as  Bologna.  The  churches  and  palaces, 
befides  many  admired  pieces  by  other 
mafters,  are  full  of  the  works  of  the  great 
mailers  who  were  natives  of  this  city,  I 
muft  not  lead  you  among  thofe  maftcr- 
X  4  pieces; 
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pieces  j  it  is  not  for  lb  poor  a  judge  as! 
am  to  point  the  peculiar  excellencies  of  the 
Caraccis,  Dominichino,  Atbano,  or  com- 
pare the  energy  of  Guercino's  pencil  with 
the  grace  of  Guido's.  With  regard  to  the 
laft,  I  fliall  venture  to  fay,  that  the  grace- 
ful air  of  his  young  men,  the  elegant 
forms,  and  mild  perluaGve  devotion,  of  hh 
Madonas ;  the  art  with  which,  to  all  the 
inviting  lovelinefs  of  female  features,  he 
joins  all  the  gentlenefs  and  modefty  which 
belong  to  the  female  charader,  are  the  pe- 
culiar excellencies  of  this  cliarming  painter. 

It  requires  no  knowledge  In  the  art  of 
painting,  no  ccnnoiffeurfliip,  to  difcover 
thofe  beauties  in  the  works  of  Guido; 
all  who  have  eyes,  and  a  heart,  muft  fee" 
and  feel  them.  But  the  pi£ture  more  ad- 
mired than  all  the  reft,  and  confider^d  by 
the  judges  as  his  mafter-piecc,  owes  its 
eminence  to  a  diflerent  kind  of  merit ;  it  caa 
claim  none  from  any  of  the  circumftanccs, 
above  enumerated,  The  piece  I  mean  U  In: 
thQ 
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the  Sampieri  palace,  and  diftinguifhed  by  a 
filk  curtain,  which  hangs  before  it.     The 
fubjed  is,  the  Repentance  of  St.  Peter,  and 
confifts  of  two  figures,  that  of  the  Saint 
who  weeps,  and  a  young  Apoftle  who  en- 
deavours to  comfort  him.     The  only  pic- 
hture  at  Bologna,  which  can  difpute  celebrity 
with  this,    is  tliat  of  St.   Cecilia,    in   the 
church  of  St.   Georgio   in  Monte.     This 
pidure  is  greatly  praifed  by  Mr.  Addifon, 
and  is  reckoned   one  of  Raphaers  capital 
pieces.     If  I  had  nothing  elfe  to  convince 
me  that  I  had  no  judgment  in  painting,  this 
would  be  fufficient.   I  have  examined  it  over 
■  jkod  over  with  great  attention,  and  a  real 
Mcf'i'e  of  diicovering  its  fuperlaiive  merit ; 
'■  and  I  have  the  mortification  to  find,  that  I 
cannot  perceive  it. — After  this  confeffion, 
I  prefume  you  will  not  defire  to  hear  any 
thing  farther  from  me  on  the  fubje£t  of 
aintiqg. 
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LETTER     XXIX. 


IN  our  way  from  Bologoa  to  this  place, 
we  paffed  through  Ravenna,  a  dila- 
grceable  town,  though  at  one  period  the 
feat  of  empire ;  for,  after  Attila  had  left 
Italy,  Valentiniaa  chofe  Ravenna,  in  pre- 
ference to  Rome,  for  his  refidence,  that  he , 
might  always  be  ready  to  repel  the  Muns 
Bnd  other  Barbarians,  who  poured  from  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  and  prevent  their 
penetrating  into  Italy.  The  fame  reafon 
afterwards  induced  Theodoric,  King  of  the 
Ofh-ogoths,  to  keep  his  court  at  this  dky 
of  Ravenna,  after  he  had  defeated  aod 
killed  Odoacer,  and  afiumed  the  title  of 
King  of  Rome.  The  ruins  of  his  palace 
and  his  tomb  now  form  part  of  the  auti-!- 
quities  of  Ravenna ;  among  which  I  ihall 
not  detain  you  a  moment,  but  proceed  to 
the  river  of  Pifatello,  the  famous  Rubi- 
con. 
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eon,  which  lies  between  this  town  and. 
Rimini,  and  was  the  ancient  boundary 
between  Italy  and  Cifalpinc  Gaul.  No 
Roman,  returning  to  Rome,  could  pafs  ia 
arms  beyond  this,  without  being  deemed 
an  enemy  to  his  country,     The  fmall  towq 

tof  Cefenate  is  fituated  near  this  brook,  and 
the  inhabitants  value  themfeives  not  a  lit- 
tle upon  their  vicinity  to  fo  celebrated  a 
neighbour.  But  the  people  of  Rimini  have 
had  the  malice  to  endeavour  to  deprive 
them  of  this  fatisfa£tion  :  they  affirm,  that 

»the  rivulet  Lufa,  which  is  farther  removed 
irom  Cefenate,  and  nearer  to  themfeives, 
is  the  true  Rubicon.  I  have  confidered 
this  controverfy  with  all  the  attention  it 

»pieritsj  and  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  Pifateiio,  which  is  alfo  calle4 
Rugone,  are  the  beft  founded.     That  you 
may  not  fqfpeft  my  being  influenced  in  my 
judgment    by    any  motives   but    thofe   of 
I'juftice,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  it 
Lis  a  matter  of  no  Importance  to  me  which 
rivers  Is   the  real  Rubicon,  for  we 
had 
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had  the  honour  of  palTmg  both  in  our  way 
to  Rimini. 

What  Suetonius  mentions  concerning 
CiEfar's  hefitation  when  he  arrived  at  the 
banks  of  this  river,  does  not  agree  with 
■what  the  Iiiftorian  fays  a  little  before.  Qui- 
dam  putant  captum  Imperii  confuetiidine, 
penfitatirque  fuis  &  inimicorum  virlbus, 
ufum  occafione  rapiends  dotninatioots^ 
quam  aitate  prima  concupiffet*.  And  this, 
he  adds,  was  the  opinion  of  Cicero,  -who 
fays,  that  Ca;far  had  often  in  his  mouth 
this  yerfe ; 

Nam  fi  violandumefl:  jus,  regnandi  gratij 
Violandum  eftj  aliis  rebus  pietatem  colas  \ 

It  is  moft  probable,  that  Cjefar  toofc"! 
refolution  to  crofs  the  Rubicon  as  foon  as 

•  Some  are  of  opinion,  that,  captivated  by  ihe  love  of 
power,  and  having  careTiilly  weighed  his  own  llreegth  and 
that  of  his  enemies,  he  bad  availed  himfelf  of  this  opporto- 
niiy  of  feizing  the  fupteme  authority,  which  had  been  bis 
paflion  from  his  early  youth. 

f  Forif  a  violation  of  equity  is  ever  excufabfe,  ii  Js  wben 
a  crown  is  our  objeft — On  all  other  occaHons  we  ooght  to 
cultivate  juftice. 

Antony 
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rAntony  and  Curio   arrived  in  his   camp, 
^and  afforded  him  a  plaufible  pretext,  by 
informing  him  and  the  array  of  the  vio- 
lent manner  in  which  they  had  been  driven 
^^L&om  Rome  by  the  Conful  Lentulus  and 
^^Btiie    adherents   of    Pompey.     As   for   the 
^^K[)hantom,  which  Suetonius  informs  us  de- 
^^Htermined  the  Diftator  while  he  was  yet  in 
^^Htefitation,  we  may  either  confider  it  in- 
^^■tircly  as  a  fidlion,  or  as  a  fcene  prevloully 
arranged  by  himfelf  to  encourage  his  army, 
who  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  fcruples 
^^   in  difobeying  a  decree  of  the  Senate;  which 
^^■'declared  thofe  perfons  facrilegious  and  par- 
^^kicides,  devoting  them  at  the  fame  time  to 
^PIpitEe  infernal  gods,   who  ihould  pafs  over 
.   this  river  in  arms.     Cxfar  was  not  of  a 
chara£ler  to   be    difturbed    with   religious 
uples;    he  never  delayed  an  enierprife, 
;  are  told,  on  account   of  unfavourable 
fcmens.     Ne  religlone  quidem  uUa  a  quo- 
jguam  incepto  abfterritus  unquam  vel  re- 
ardatus  eft.     Quum  immolanti  aufugifleC 
hoftia 
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faoftia  profe£Honem  adverfus  Scaplonem  & 
Jubam  non  diftuUt  *,  &c  &c. 


This  hefitadon,  therefore,  whicli  is  men- 
tioned both  by  Suetonius  and  Plutarch,  has  no 
refemblance  with  the  ambliious  and  decifive 
charaiSer  of  Julius  Ca^far;  thepi«5ture  which 
Lucan  has  drawn  of  him  has  much  more  fpi- 
rit,  and  in  all  probability  more  lifcenefs. 

Csfar  UE  adverfam  fuperato  gurgite  ripam, 
Attigit,  Hefperii  vetitis  &  conftillt  arvis. 
Hie,  ait,  hie  pacem,  temerataquejura  relinquo; 
Te,  Fortuna,  fequofi    procu!  hinc  jam  feeders 

funto. 
Credidiinus  fatis,  utendum  eft  judice  bello. 
Sic  fatus,  noiftis  tenebris  rapit  agmina  duftor 
Impiger,  &  torto  Ballaris  verbere  fund^ 
Ocyor,  &  milTa  Parthi  poft:  terga  fagitta  j 
Vicinumque  minax  invadit  Ariminum  -f. 

Thougli 

•  He  never  tvai  deterred  from  any  ondrnaking  by  r«li' 
gious  rcruplet.— When  ihe  animal,  deltiDcd  for  facrificrj 
fled  from  the  altar,  [his  bad  omen  did  not  prevent  Caefiu 
from  marching  againll  Scipio  and  Juba, 

f  The  leader  now  had  pafs'd  the  torrent  o'er. 
And  reach'd  fair  Iiity's  forbidiJen  SiOie  i 

Thca 
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Though  Rimini  is  in  a  ftate  of  great 
decay,  there  are  fome  monuments  of  anti- 
quity worthy  the  attention  of  the  curious 
traveller.  It  is  the  ancient  Arimlnum,  the 
firft  town  o^  which  Cafar  took  pofleffion 
after  palfing  the  Ruhlcon.  In  the  market- 
place there  is  a  kind  of  (lone  pedeftal,  with 
an  infcriptlon,  declaring,  that  on  it  Caefar 
had  ftood  and  harangued  his  army ;  but  the 
authenticity  of  this  is  not  afccrtaincd  to  the 
iatisfa^ion  of  antiquarians. 

AVe  next  paffed  through  Pefaro,  a  very 
agreeable  town,  better  built  and  paved  than 

^the  other  towns  we  have  feen  on  the  Adri- 
atic fhore.  In  the  market-place  there  is  a 
handfome  fountain,  and  a  ftatue  of  Pope 
Urban  the    Eighth   in  a  fitting  pofture. 

Then  rearing  on  the  hoilile  bank  his  head, 

Here,  farewell  peace  and  injured  laws !  (tie  faid) 

Since  fahh  is  brolce,  and  leagues  are  fet  aGde,  1 

Henceforrh  thou,  goddefs  Fortune,  art  inygQide,  > 

Let  fate  and  war  the  great  event  decide.  J 

He  fpoke  ;  and  on  the  dreadful  ta/k  intent. 

Speedy  to  near  Arimioum  he  bent; 

To  him  the  Balearic  fling  is  flow, 

Aod  (he  thaft  loitcri  from  tiic  Parthian  bow.  Rows. 

In 
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In  the  churches  of  this  town  there  are  fomtf 
pidures  by  Baroccio,  a  painter,  whofe 
works  fome  people  efteem  very  highly, 
and  who  is  thought  to  have  imitated  the 
manner  of  Raphael  and  the  tints  of  Cor- 
leggio,  not  without  fuccefs.  He  lived 
about  the  middle  of  the  fixteeoth  century ; 
and  his  colours  feem  to  have  improved  by 
time.  I  fay  feem ;  for,  in  reality,  all  co- 
lours lofe  by  time :  but  the  operation  of 
fun  and  air  on  pidures,  bringing  all  the 
colours  to  a  kind  of  unifon,  occafions  what 
is  called  Harmony,  and  is  thought  an  im- 
provement on  ibme  pidurcs.  This  road, 
along  the  Adriatic  coaft,  is  extremely  plea- 
iant.  From  Pefaro  we  proceeded  to  Fano, 
a  little  town,  of  nearly  the  fame  fize,  but 
more  populous.  It  derives  its  name  from 
a  Temple  of  Fortune  [Fanum  Fortuus], 
which  ftood  here  in  the  time  of  the  Ro- 
mans. All  the  towns  of  Italy,  however  ■ 
religious  they  may  be,  are  proud  of  their 
connexions  with  thofe  celebrated  heathens. 
All  image  of  the  Goddefs  Fortune  is 
eredcd 
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eredecl  on  the  fountain  in  the  market-place, 
and  the  inhabitants  Ihow  fome  ruins,  which 
they  pretend  belong  to  the  ancient  Temple 
of  Fortune  ;  but  what  cannot  be  difputed, 
are  the  ruins  of  a  triumphal  arch  in  white 
marble,  er-eded  in  honour  of  Auguftus, 
and  which  was  greatly  damaged  by  the 
artillery  of  Pope  Paul  the  Second,  when 
he  befieged  this  town  in  the  year  1463. 
The  churches  of  this  town  are  adorned 
with  fome  excellent  pidures ;  there  is  one 
particularly  in  the  cathedral  church,  by 
Guercino,  which  is  much  admired.  The 
fubjed  is  the  marriage  of  Jofeph :  it  con- 
fifts  of  three  principal  figures ;  the  High 
Prieft,  Jofeph,  and  the  Virgin. 

A  few  miles  beyond  Fano,  we  croffed  the 
river  Metro,  where  Claudius  Nero,  the 
Roman  Conful,  defeated  Afdrubal,  the 
brother  of  Hannibal,  This  was,  perhaps, 
the  mod  important  victory  that  ever  was 
gained  by  a  Roman  General  ;  for,  had 
Afdrubal  been  victorious,  or  been  able  to 
.    Vol.  I.  Y  effeil 
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effed  a  junftion  with  his  brother,  the 
troops  he  brought  from  Spain  would  have 
become  of  triple  value  as  foon  as  they  were 
under  the  diredion  of  Hannibal ;  and  it  is 
not  improbable  that,  with  fuch  a  rein- 
forcement, that  moft  confummate  General 
would  have  put  an  end  to  the  Roman 
State ;  the  glory  of  Carthage  would  have 
begun  where  that  of  Rome  ended ;  and 
the  hiftory  of  the  world  would  have  beea 
quite  different  from  what  it  is.  Horace 
feems  fenfible  of  the  infinite  importance 
of  this  vlftory,  and  proclaims,  with  a  fine 
poetic  enthufiafiTi,  the  obligations  which 
Rome  owed  to  the  family  of  the  hero  who 
obtained  it,  and  the  terror  which,  before 
that  time,  Hannibal  had  fpread  over  alt 
Italy, 

Quid  dcbeas,  O  Roma,  Neronibus, 
Tcftis  Mctaurum  flumen,  et  Afdrubal 
Deviftus,  et  pulchcr  fugatis 
lUe  dies  Latio  tcnebris. 
Qui  primus  alma  rifit  adoreaj 
Dirus  per  urbes  Afer  ut  Italas, 

r  Ceu 
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Ceu  flamma  per  tedas,  vel  Eurua 
Per  Siculas  equitavit  undas*. 

We  came  next  to  SenegalUa,  another 
fea-port  town  upon  this  coaft.  There  is 
nothing  remarkable  in  this  town,  except 
during  the  time  of  the  fair,  which  is  held 
there  once  a  year,  to  which  a  great  con- 
courfe  of  merchants  refort,  from  Venice, 
and  all  the  towns  on  both  fides  of  the 
Adriatic ;  alfo  from  Sicily,  and  the  Archi- 
pelago. England  carries  on  a  very  profit- 
able trade  with  all  the  towns  in  Romagnia, 
from  which  our  merchants  purchafe  great 
quantities  of  raw  filk,  and  afterwards  fell 

•  How  much  the  gnndear  of  iliy  rifing  (late 
OwM  to  the  Neros,  Rome  Imperial !  fay, 
Wicoefi  Metaurui,  and  the  difma!  fate 

Of  TBnqailhM  Afdrabal,  and  ihat  glad  da/ 
Which  firfl,  aufpicioug,  as  the  darkoefs  fled. 
O'er  Latium'a  face  a  tide  of  glory  flied. 
Through  wide  Hcfperia'a  tow'ring  citiet,  cnOi'il 

Wiib  hUeous  fall,  and  deflation  dire, 
Impeiaou',  wild,  the  Canhagioian  rulh'd  j 
As,  ihroDgh  the  pitchy  pinei,  deftroaive  fir« 
Devour!  iti  courfe  ;  or  howling  Eorus  ravesi 
And,  poAing,  fweeps  the  mad  SkilUo  waves,      Frakcu. 

Y  a  it, 
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it,  when  manufadured,  to  the  inhabitants. 
They  provide  them  alfo  in  Englifh  cotton 
and  linen  cloths,  of  every  kind. 

The  diftance  between  Senegallia  and 
Ancona,  is  about  fifteen  miles.  We  tra- 
velled mofl  of  this  road  after  it  vras  dark, 
much  againll  the  inclination  of  the  Italian 
fervants,  who  afTured  us,  that  it  is  often 
infefted  with  robbers.  Thofe  felloes,  they 
told  us,  come  fometimes  from  the  coaft  of 
Dalmatia,  attack  travellers  on  this  road, 
carry  what  booty  can  be  got  on  board  their 
boats,  which  are  never  at  a  great  diftancCi 
and  then  fail  to  the  oppofite  fhore,  or  to 
fome  other  part  of  the  coaft.  As  we  tra- 
velled flowly  over  the  fandy  road,  fbme 
men,  in  failors  dreffes,  overtook  us.  Our 
Italians  were  convinced  they  belonged  to 
the  gang  of  pirates,  or  robbers,  they  had 
Ijpoken  of.  Our  company  was  too  nume- 
rous to  be  attacked  j  but  they  attempted, 
fecretly,  to  cut  off  the  trunks  from  the 
chaifcs,  without  fucceeding. 
6 
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Ancona. 

ANCONA  is  faid  to  have  been  founded 
by  Syracufans  who  had  fled  from 
the  tyranny  of  Dionyfius.  The  town  ori- 
ginally was  built  upo  na  hill,  but  the  houfes 
have  been  gradually  extended  down  the 
face  of  the  eminence,  towards  the  fea.  The 
cathedral  flands  on  the  higheft  part ;  from 
whence  there  is  a  moft  advantageous  view 
of  the  town,  the  country,  and  the  fea. 
This  church  is  fuppofed  to  be  placed  on  the 
fpot  where  a  temple,  dedicated  to  Venus, 
formerly  flood ;  the  fame  mentioned  by 
Juvenal,  when  he  fpeaks  of  a  large  turbot 
caught  on  this  coaft,  and  prefented  to  the 
Emperor  Domitian : 

Incidit  Adriaci  fpatium  admirabile  rhombi. 
Ante  domum  Veneris,   quam  Dorica  fuftinet 
Ancon  *. 

*  An  Adriatic  turbot^  of  a  wonderful  fize,  was  caught 
before  the  temple  of  Venus  at  Ancona,  a  city  built  by  the 
Greeks. 

Y3  Ttfe. 


326       VIEW    OF    SOCIETY    AND 

The  afcenta  and  defcenls,  and  great  in- 
equality of  the  ground,  will  prevent  this 
from  being  a  beautiful  town,  but  it  has 
much  the  appearance  of  becoming  a  rich 
one.  Some  of  the  nobility  have  the  firm- 
nefs  and  good  fenfe  to  defpife  an  ancient 
prejudice,  and  avowedly  profecute  com- 
merce. New  houfes  are  daily  building, 
and  the  ftreets  are  animated  with  the  buille 
of  trade.  I  met  with  feveral  Englifh  tra- 
ders on  the  Change,  which  feemed  crowded 
with  fea-faring  men,  and  merchants,  from 
Dalmatia,  Greece,  and  many  parts  of  Eu- 
rope. There  are  great  numbers  of  Jewa 
eftabliflied  in  this  city.  I  know  not  whe- 
ther this  race  of  men  contribute  greatly  to 
the  profperity  of  a  country ;  but  it  is  gene- 
rally remarked,  that  thofe  places  are  in  3 
thriving  condition  to  which  they  refort. 
They  have  a  fynagogue  here,  and  although 
all  religions  are  tolerated,  theirs  is  the 
only  foreign  worfliip  allowed  to  he  publicly 
exercifed.  The  commerce  of  Ancona  has 
increafed  very  rapidly  of  late  years  j   and 

it 
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it  18  evident,  that  the  Popes  who  firft 
thought  of  making  it  a  free  port,  of  en- 
couraging manufad):ure,  and  of  building 
a  mole,  to  render  the  harbour  more  fafe, 
have  injured  Venice  in  a  more  fenfiblc 
manner,  than  thofe^who  thundered  bulla 
againfl:  that  republic ;  but  it  is  much  to  be 
queftioned,  whether  the  former,  by. their 
encouragements  to  commerce,  have  aug- 
mented their  own  ijpiritual  importance  ia 
the  fame  proportion  they  have  the  temporal 
riches  of  their  fubjeds. 

Men  who  have  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion,  and  have  adopted  liberal  fentiments 
previous  to  their  engaging  in  any  particu- 
lar profef&on,  will  carry  thefe  fentiments 
along  with  them  through  life:  and,  per- 
haps, there  is  no  profeflion  in  which  they 
can  be  exercifed  with  more  advantage  and 
utility,  than  in  that  of  a  merchant.  In 
this  profeffion,  a  man  of  the  charadker 
above  defcribed,  while  he  is  augmenting 
his  own  private  fortune,  will  enjoy  the 

Y  4  agreeable 
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agreeable  refledion,  that  he  is  likewife  in- 
creafing  the  riches  and  power  of  his  country, 
and  giving  bread  to  thoufands  of  his  induf- 
trious  countrymen.    Of  all  profeflions,  his  is 
in  its  nature  the  moft  independent :   the  mer- 
chant  does   not,   like  the  foldier,    receive 
wages  from  his  fovereign;    nor,   like   the 
lawyer   and   phyfician,    from    his    fellow- 
•    fubjeds.     His  wealth  often  flows  from  fo- 
reign fources,  and  he  is  under  no  obligation 
to  thofe  from  whom  it  is  derived.     The  ha- 
bit which  he  is  in,  of  circulating  millions, 
makes  him  lay  lefs  ftrefs  on  a  few  guineas, 
than  the  proprietors  of  the  largeft  eftates ; 
and  we  daily  fee,  particularly  in  countries 
where  this  profcflion  is  not  coniidered  fls 
degrading,  the  commercial  part  of  the  in- 
habitants giving  the  moft  exalted  proofs  of 
gcnerofity  and  public  fpirit.     But  in  coun- 
tries where  nobody,  who  has  the  fmalleft 
claim  to  the  title  of  a  gentleman,  can  en- 
gage in  commerce  without  being  thought 
to  have  demeaned  himfelf,  fewer  examples 
of  this  nature  will  be  found :   and  in  every 
country,    it  muft  be  acknowledged,   that 

thofe 
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tbofe  who  have  not  had  the  advantage  of  a 
liberal  education;  who  have  been  bred 
from  their  infancy  to  trade;  who  have 
been  taught  to  confider  money  as  the  moft 
valuable  of  all  things,  and  to  value  them- 
felves,  and  others,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  they  poflefs ;  who  are  continually 
revolving  in  their  minds,  to  the  exclufion 
of  all  other  ideas,  the  various  means  of  in- 
crcafing  their  flock;  to  fuch  people,  money 
becomes  a  more  immediate  and  direct  ob- 
je£t  of  attention,  than  to  any  other  clafs  of 
men ;  it  fwells  in  their  imagination,  is 
rated  beyond  its  real  worth,  and,  at  lengthy 
by  an  inverfion  of  the  Chriftian  precept, 
it  is  confidered  as  the  one  thing  needful, 
to  be  fought  with  the  moft  unremitting 
ardour,  that  all  other  things  may  be  added 
thereunto. 

In  commercial  towns,  where  every  body 
finds  employment,  and  is  agitated  by  the 
buftle  of  bufmefs,  the  minds  of  the  inha- 
bitants are  apt  to  be  fo  much  engrofled 

with 
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\(^ith  the  affairs  of  this  world,  as  almoft  to 
forget  that  there  is  another;    and  neither 
the  true  religioQ,  nor  falfe  ones,  have  fuch 
hold  of  their  minds,   as  in  places  where 
there  is  more  poverty,   and  lefs    worldly 
occupation.     In  the  firft,  they  confider  the 
remonftrances  of  priefts  and  confeflbrs  as 
interruptions   to    bufinefs;    and,     without 
daring  to  defpife  the  ceremonies  of  religion, 
like  the  fpeculative  Sceptic  or  Infidel,  the 
hurried  trader  huddles  them  over  as  &ft  as 
pofliblc,  that  he  may  return  to  occupations 
more  congenial  with  the  habit  of  his  mind. 
The  preachers  may  cry  aloud,  and  fjpare 
not ;    they   may  lift  up  their   voices  like 
trumpets^   proclaiming  the  nothingnefs  of 
this  world,  and  all  which  it  contains ;   it  is 
in  vain.     Men  who  have  been  trained  to 
the  purfuit  of  money  from  their  childhood^ 
who  have  beftowed  infinite  pains  to  acquire 
it,   and   who  derive  all   their  importance 
from  it,  muft  naturally  have  a  partiality 
for  this  world,    where   riches  procure  fo 
many  flattering  diflindions;  and  a  prejudice 

againft 
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againft  that  in  which  they  procure  none ; 
but  in  towns  where  there  is  little  trade, 
and  great  numbers  of  poor  people,  where 
they  have  much  fpare  time,  and  fmall 
comfort  in  this  world,  the  clergy  have  an 
eafier  talk,  if  they  are  tolerably  affiduous, 
in  turning  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants 
to  the  other.  In  Roman  Catholic  towns 
of  this  defcription,  we  fee  the  people  con- 
tinually pacing  up  and  down  the  ftreets 
with  wax  tapers  in  their  hands.  They 
liften,  with  fond  attention,  to  all  the  prieft 
relates  concerning  that  invifible  country, 
that  Land  of  Promife,  where  their  hopes 
are  placed ;  they  ruminate  with  compla- 
cency, on  the  happy  period  when  they  alfo 
fhall  have  their  good  things ;  they  bear 
their  prefent  rags  with  patience,  in  expect- 
ation of  the  white  raiment  and  crowns  of 
gold,  which,  they  are  told,  await  them ; 
they  languifh  for  the  happinefs  of  being 
firomoted  to  that  lofty  fituation,  from 
whence  they  may  look  down,  with  fcorn, 
pa  thofe  to  whom  they  now  look  up  with 
envy. 


33* 
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envy,  and  where  they  ihall  retaliate  on 
their  wealthy  neighbours,  whofe  riches,  at 
prefent,  they  imagine,  infult  their  own 
poverty. 


Tliis  town  being  expofed,  by  the  nature 
of  its  commerce  with  Turkey,  to  the  con- 
tagious difeafes  which  prevail  in  that  coun- 
■  try,  Clement  XII.  as  foon  as  he  determined 
to  make  it  a  free  port,  erected  a  lazzaretto. 
It  advances  a  little  way  into  the  fea,  is  in 
the  form  of  a  pentagon,  and  is  a  very  noble, 
as  well  as  ufeful  edifice.  He  afterwards 
began  a  work  as  neceflary,  and  ftill  more 
expenfive ;  I  mean  the  mole  built  in  the 
lea,  to  ikreen "  the  vefTels  in  the  harbour 
from  the  winds,  which  frequently  blow 
from  the  oppofite  'fliore  of  the  Adriatic 
with  great  violence.  This  was  carried  on 
with  redoubled  fpjrit  by  Benedict  XIV. 
after  his  quarrel  with  Venice,  has  been 
continued  by  the  fucceeding  Popes,  and  is 
now  ahnoft  finiflied.  This  building  was 
founded  in  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Mole, 
laifed 


MANNERS    IN    ITALY. 


333 


raifed  by  the  Emperor  Trajan.  The  ftone 
of  Iftria  was  ufed  at  firft,  tlU  the  exportation 
of  it  was  prohibited  by  the  republic  of 
Venice,  who  had  no  reafon  to  wifh  well 
to  this  work.  But  a  quarry  of  excellent 
ftone  was  afterwards  found  near  Ancona,  as 
fit  for  the  purpofe ;  and  a  kind  of  fand, 
which,  when  mixed  with  lime,  forms  a 
compofition  as  hard  as  any  ftone,  is  brought 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome;  and  no 
other  is  ufed  for  this  building,  which  is 
above  two  thoufand  feet  in  length,  one 
hundred  in  breadth,  and  about  fixty  in 
depth,  from  the  furface  of  the  fea.  A 
ftupendous  work,  more  analogous  to  the 
power  and  revenues  of  ancient,  than  of 
modern,  Rome. 

Near  to  this  Hands  the  Triumphal  Arch, 
as  it  is  called,  of  Trajan.  This  is  an  ho- 
norary monument,  ereded  in  gratitude  to 
that  Emperor,  for  the  improvements  he 
made  in  this  harbour  at  his  own  expence. 
Next  to  the  Maifon  Quarree  at  Nimes,  it  is 
the 


33+  VIEW  OF  SOCIETY  AND 
the  moft  beautiful  and  the  moft  entire 
monument  of  Roman  tafte  and  magnificence 
I  have  yet  feen.  The  fluted  Corinthian 
pillars  on  the  two  fides  are  of  the  fineft 
proportions ;  and  the  Parian  marble  of 
which  they  are  compofed,  inftead  of  having 
acquired  a  black  colour,  like  the  Ducal 
palace  of  Venice,  and  other  buildings  of 
marble,  is  preferved,  by  the  fea  vapour, 
as  white  and  Ihining  as  if  it  were  freih  po 
liflied  from  the  rock.  I  viewed  this  charm- 
ing piece  of  antiquity  with  fentiments  of 
pleafure  and  admiration,  which,  fprang  from 
a  recoUeftion  of  the  elegant  tafte  of  the  artift 
who  planned  this  work,  the  humane  ami- 
able virtues  of  the  great  man  to  w^hofe 
honour  it  was  raifed,  and  the  grandeur  and 
policy  of  the  people  who,  by  fuch  rewards, 
prompted  their  princes  to  wife  and  benefi- 
cent undertakings. 
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THE  road  from  Ancona  to  this  place 
runs  through  a  fine  country,  com- 
pofed  of  a  number  of  beautiful  hills  and 
intervening  vallies.  Loretto  itfelf  is  a  fraall 
town,  fituated  on  an  eminence,  about  three 
miles  from  the  fea.  I  expefted  to  have 
found  it  a  more  magnificent,  at  leaft  a 
more  conimodious  town  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  ftrangers.  The  inn- keepers  do  not 
difturb  the  devotion  of  the  pilgrims  by  the 
luxuries  of  either  bed  or  board.  I  have 
not  feen  worfe  accommodations  fince  I  eii- 
tered  Italy,  than  at  the  inn  here.  This 
feems  furprifing,  confidering  the  great  re- 
fort  of  ftrangers.  If  any  town  in  England 
were  as  much  frequented,  every  third  or 
fourth  houfe  would  be  a  neat  inn. 

The 
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The  Hcly  Chapel    of  Lcretro,    all  the 
world  knows,  was  originally  a  iItliII  hode 
in  Nazareth,  inhabited  by  the  ^'irgin  Mary, 
in  which  fhe  was  laluted  by   the    Angel, 
and  where  ihe  bred   our  Saviour.      After 
their  deaths,  it  was  held  in  great  venerar 
tion  ty  all  believers  in  Jefus,  and  at  length 
confecrated  into  a  chapel,  and  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin ;  upon  which  occafion  St.  Luke 
made  that  identical  image,    which  is  fBIl 
preferved   here,    and    dignified    with    the 
name  of  our  Lady  of  Loretto,     This  ianc- 
tified  edifice  was  allowed  to  fojoum  in  Ga- 
lilee as  long  as  that  diflrid  was  inhabited 
by  Chriftians  j    but  when  infidels  got  po(^ 
fcfTion  of  the  country,    a  band  of  angels, 
to  favc  it  from  pollution,  took  it  in  their 
arms,  and  conveyed  it  from  Nazareth  to  a 
r^trtle  in  Dalmatia.     This  fadl  might  have 
been  called  in  queftion  by  incredulous  peo- 
ple, had  it  been  performed  in  a  fecret  man- 
ner J    but,  that  it  might  be  manifeft  to  the 
moft  (hort-fightcd  fpedtator,  and  evident  to 
all  wlio  were  not  pcrfedly  deaf  as  well  as 

blind. 
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blind,  a  blaze  of  celeftial  light,  and  a  con- 
cert of  divine  mufic,  accompanied  it  during 
the  whole  journey ;  befides,  when  the  an- 
gels, to  reft  themfelves,  fet  it  down  in  a 
little  wood  near  the  road,  all  the  trees  of 
the  forefl  bowed  their  heads  to  the  ground, 
and  continued  in  that  refpedful  pofture  as 
long  as  the  Sacred  Chapel  remained  among 
them.  But,  not  having  been  entertained 
with  fuitable  refpe£t  at  the  caille  above 
mentioned,  the  fame  indefatigable  angels 
carried  it  over  the  fea,  and  placed  it  in 
a  field  belonging  to  a  noble  lady,  called 
Lauretta,  from  whom  the  Chapel  takes  its 
tiame.  This  field  happened  unfortunately 
to  be  frequented  at  that  time  by  highway- 
men and  murderers :  a  circumflance  with 
which  the  angels  undoubtedly  were  not 
acquainted  when  they  placed  it  there.  Af- 
ter they  were  better  informed,  they  re- 
moved it  to  the  top  of  a  hill  belonging  to 
two  brothers,  where  they  imagined  it  would 
be  perfedly  fecure  from  the  dangers  of 
robbery  or  aflaffination ;  but  the  two  bro- 
VoL.  I.  Z  thers. 
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thers,  the  proprietors  of  the  ground,  being 
equally  enamoured  of  their  new  vifitor, 
became  jealous  of  each  other,  quarrelled, 
fought,  and  fell  by  mutual  wounds.  After 
this  fatal  cataflrophe,  the  angels  in  waiting 
finally  moved  the  Holy  Chapel  to  the  emi- 
nence where  it  now  flands,  and  has  flood 
thefe  four  hundred  years,  having  lofl  all 
relifh  for  travelling. 

To  filence  the  captious  objections  of 
cavillers,  and  give  full  fatisfa£lion  to  the 
candid  inquirer,  a  deputation  of  refpe£bd)le 
perfons  was  fent  from  Loretto  to  the  dty 
of  Nazareth,  who,  previous  to  their  fettmg 
out,  took  the  dimeniions  of  the  Holy  Houfc 
with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exa£tncfs.  On 
their  arrival  at  Nazareth,  they  found  the 
citizens  fcarcely  recovered  from  their  aflo- 
nilhment;  for  it  may  be  eafily  fuppofed, 
that  the  fudden  difappearance  of  a  houfe 
from  the  middle  of  a  town,  would  naturally 
occafion  a  confiderable  degree  of  furprife^ 
e^^en  in  the  mofl  philofophic  minds.     The 

landlords 
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landlords  had  been  alarmed  in  a  particular 
manner,  and  had  made  inquiries,  and 
offered  rewards,  all  over  Galilee,  without 
having  been  able  to  get  any  fatisfadory  ac- 
count of  the  fugitive.  TTiey  felt  their  in- 
tereft  much  affe<9:ed  by  this  incident ;  for^ 
as  houfes  had  never  before  been  confidered 
as  moveables^  their  value  fell  immediately. 
This  indeed  might  be  partly  owing  to  cer- 
tsun  evil-minded  perfons,  who,  taking  ad-« 
vantage  of  the  public  alarm,  for  felfifh  pur« 
pofes,  circulated  a  report  that  feveral  other 
houfes  were  on  the  wing,  and  would  moft 
probably  difappear  in  a  few  days.  This 
affair  being  fo  much  the  object  of  attention 
at  Nazareth,  and  the  builders  of  that  city 
declaring,  they  would  as  foon  build  upon 
quick-fand  as  on  the  vacant  fpace  which 
the  Chapel  had  left  at  its  departure,  the 
deputies  from  Loretto  had  no  difficulty  in 
difcovering  the  foundation  of  that  edifice^ 
which  they  carefully  compared  with  the 
dimenfioQs  they  had  brought  from  Loretto^ 

Z  3  and 
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and  found  that  they  tallied  exactly.  Of  thif 
they  made  oath  at  their  return  ;  and  in  the 
mind  of  every  rational  perfbn  it  remains 
no  longer  a  queflion,  whether  this  is  the  real 
houfe  which  the  Virgin  Mary  inhabited,  or 
not.  Many  of  thofe  particulars  are  nar- 
rated with  other  circumfiances  in  boob 
which  are  fold  here;  but  I  have  been  in- 
£^rmed  of  one  circumftance,  which  has  not 
hitherto  been  publiihed  in  any  book,  and 
which,  I  dare  fwear,  you  will  think  ought 
to  be  made  known  for  the  benefit  of  future 
travellers.  This  morning,  immediately  be- 
fore we  left  the  inn,  to  vifit  the  Holy  Chapel, 
an  Italian  fervant,  whom  the  Duke  of  Ha- 
milton engaged  at  Venice,  took  me  afide, 
and  told  me,  in  a  very  ferious  manner,  that 
ftrangers  were  apt  fecretly  to  break  off  Kttle 
pieces  of  the  (lone  belonging  to  the  Santa 
Cafa,  in  the  hopes  that  fuch  precious  relics 
might  bring  them  good  fortune ;  but  he  ear- 
neftly  entreated  me  not  to  do  any  fuch  thing: 
for  he  knew  a  man  at  Venice,  who  had 

brokea 
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broken  off  a  fmall  corner  of  one  of  the 
Hones,  and  flipt  it  into  his  breeches  pocket 
unperoeived  j  but,  fo  far  from  bringing  him 
good  fortune,  it  had  burnt  its  way  out,  like 
aqua  fortis,  before  he  left  the  Chapel,  and 
fcorched  his  thighs  in  fuch  a  miferable  man- 
ner, that  he  was  not  able  to  fit  on  horfeback 
for  a  month.  I  thanked  Giovanni  for  his 
obliging  hint,  and  affured  him  I  fhould  not 
attempt  any  theft  of  that  nature. 


Z3 
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LETTER     XXXII. 

Loretto, 

TH  £  Sacred  Chapel  ftands  due  eaft 
and  weft,    at  the  farther  end  of  a 
large  church  of  the^  moft  durable  ftcne  of 
Iftria,    which  has    been    built    round  it 
This  may  be  confidered  as  the    external 
covering,  or  as  a  kind  of  great  coat  to  the 
Cafa  Santa,   which  has  a  fmaller  coat  of 
more  precious  materials  and  workmanihip 
nearer  its  body.     This  internal  covering, 
or  cafe,  is  of  the  choiceft  marble,  after  a 
plan  of  San  Savino's,  and  ornamented  with 
baflb  relievos,  the  workmanfhip  of  the  beft 
fculptors  which  Italy  could  furnifh  in  the 
reign  of  Leo  the  Tenth.     The  fubjei^s  of 
thofe  baflb  relievos  are,  the  hiftory  of  the 
Bleffed  Virgin,  and  other  parts  of  the  Bible. 
The  whole  cafe  is  about  fifty  feet  long, 
thirty  in  breadth,  and  the  fame  in  height ; 
but  the  real  houfe  itfelf  is  no  more  than 

thirty- 
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thirty-two  feet  in  length,  fourteen  in 
breadth,  and  at  the  fides,  about  eighteen  feet 
in  height ;  the  centre  of  the  roof  is  four  or 
five  feet  higher.  The  walls  of  this  little  Holy 
Chapel  are  compofed  of  pieces  of  a  reddilh 
fubftance,  of  an  oblong  fquare  ihape,  laid 
one  upon  another,  in  the  manner  of  brick. 
At  firft  fight,  on  a  fuperficial  view,  thefe 
red-coloured  oblong  fubftances  appear  to 
be  nothing  elfe  than  common  Italian  bricks ; 
and,  which  is  ilill  more  extraordinary,  on 
a  fecond  and  third  view,  with  all  pofiible 
attention,  they  ftill  have  the  fame  appear- 

* 

ance.  There  is  not,  however,  as  we  were 
aflured,  a  fingle  particle  of  brick  in  their 
whole  compofition,  being  entirely  of  a 
fione,  which,  though  it  cannot  now  be 
found  in  Paleftine,  was  formerly  very 
common,  particularly  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Nazareth.  There  is  a  fmall  in- 
terval between  the  walls  of  the  ancient 
houfe,  and  the  marble  cafe.  The  work- 
men,   at  firft,    intended   them   to  be   in 

Z  4  conta£t| 
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contad,  from  an  opinion,  founded  eidiCF 
upon  grols  ignorance  or  infidelity,  tbat 
the  former  ftood  in  need  of  fupport  from 
the  latter ;  but  the  marble  either  ftarted 
back  of  itfelf,  from  fuch  impious  frimi- 
liarity,  being  confcious  of  its  unworthi* 
nefs ;  or  elfe  was  thruft  back  by  the  coy- 
nefs  of  the  virgin  brick,  it  is  not  iaid 
which.  But  it  has  certAinly  kept  at  a 
proper  diftance  ever  fince.  While  we 
examined  the  baifo  relievos  of  the  marble 
cafe,  we  were  not  a  little  incommoded  by 
the  numbers  of  pilgrims  who  were  con- 
ftantly  crawling  around  it  on  their  knees, 
kifling  the  ground,  and  faying  their  prayers 
with  great  fervour.  As  they  crept  along, 
-they  difcovered  fome  degree  of  eagernefs 
to  be  neareft  the  wall ;  not,  I  am  perfuaded, 
with  a  view  of  faving  their  own  labour, 
by  contradling  the  circumference  of  their 
circuit ;  but  from  an  idea  that  the  evolutions 
they  were  performing,  would  be  the  more 
beneficial  to  their  fouls,  the  nearer  they 

were 
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were  to  the  Sacred  Houfe,  This  exercife  is 
continued  in  proportion  to  the  zeal  and 
ftrength  of  the  patient. 

Above  the  door  there  is  an  infcription  j 
by  which  it  appears^  that  any  perfon  who 
enters  with  arms  is,  ipfo  fafto,  excom- 
municated. 

INGREDIENTES  CUM  ARMIS  SUNT 
EXCOMMUNICATI. 

There  are  alfo  the  fevered  denunciations 
againft  thofe  who  carry  away  the  fmalleft 
particle  of  the  ftone  and  mortar  belonging 
to  this  Chapel.  The  adventure  of  the  burnt 
breeches,  and  others  of  a  fimilar  nature, 
which  are  induftrioufly  circulated,  have 
contributed,  as  much  as  any  denunciation, 
to  prevent  fuch  attempts.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  impreflions  they  make,  fo  great  was 
the  eagernefs  of  the  multitude  to  be  pof- 
feffed  of  any  portion  of  this  little  edifice, 
that  the  whole  was  in  danger  of  being  car- 
ried away ;  not  by  angels,  but  by  piece- 
fneal  in  the  pockets  of  the  pilgrims. 

The 
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The  Holy  Houfe  is  divided,  within,  into 
two  unequal  portions,  by  a  kind  of  grate^ 
vrork  of  filven  The  divifion  toi^ards  the 
Weft  is  about  three-fourths  of  the  whole ; 
that  to  the  £a(l  is  called  the  Sandluary.  la 
the  larger  divifion,  which  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  main  body  of  the  houfe,  the 
walls  are  left  bare,  to  fliew  the  true  origi- 
nal fabric  of  Nazareth  (lone,  Thefe  fiones, 
which  bear  fuch  a  ftrong  refemblance  to 
bricks,  are  loofe  in  many  places.  I  took 
notice  of  this  to  a  pilgrim,  who  entered 
with  us;  he  fmiled,  faying,  "  Che  la  non 
•*  habbia  paura,  Padron  mio,  quefti  mun 
•'  fono  piu  folidi  degli  Appenini  *."  At  the 
lower,  or  weftern  wall,  there  is  a  window 
the  fame  through  which  the  angel  Gabriel 
entered  at  the  Annunciation.  The  archi- 
traves of  this  window  are  covered  with 
filver.  There  are  a  great  number  of  golden 
and  filver  lamps  in  this  Chapel ;  I  did  not 
count  them,  but  I  was  told  there  were  above 

•  Ce  not  afraid,  my  good  Sir,  thcfc  walls  arc  more  firm 
than  the  Appenines. 

6  fixty  J 
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fixty ;    one  of  them  is  a  prefent  from  the 
republic   of  Venice ;    it   is  of  gold,    and 
weighs  thirty-feven  pounds  :    fome  of  the 
lilver  lamps  weigh  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds. 
At  the  upper  end  of  the  largeft  room  is 
an  altar,   but   fo   low,   that  from  it  you 
may  fee  the  famous  image  which  (lands 
over  the  chimney,  in  the  fmall  room,  or 
Sanctuary*       Golden    and    lilver    angels, 
of   confiderable   fize,    kneel   around  hei; 
fome    offering    hearts    of   gold    enriched 
with  diamonds,  and  one  an  infant  of  pure 
gold.     The  wall  of  the  Sanduary  is  plated 
with  filver,  and  adorned  with  crucifixes, 
precious  ftones,  and  votive  gifts  of  various 
kinds.      The  figure  of  the  Virgin  herfelf 
by  no   means   correfponds  with  the   fine 
furniture  of  her  houfe :    fhe  is  a  little  wo- 
man, about  four  feet  in  height,  with  the 
features  and  complexion  of  a  negro.     Of 
all  the  fculptors  that  ever  exifted,  affuredly 
St.  Luke,  by  whom  this  figure  is  faid  t^ 
have  been  made,  is  the  leaft  of  a  flatterer ; 

and 
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and  nothing  can  be  a  ftronger  proof  of  the 
Blefled  Virgin's  contempt  for  external 
beauty,  tlian  her  being  iatisfied  \vith  this 
reprefentation  of  her  j  efpecially  if,  as  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  her  face  and  perfon 
really  refembled  thofe  beautiful  ideas  of 
her,  conveyed  by  the  pencils  of  Raphael, 
Corregio,  and  Guido.  The  figure  of  the 
infant  Jcfus,  by  St.  Luke,  is  of  a  piece 
with  that  of  the  Virgin  :  he  holds  a  large 
golden  globe  in  one  hand,  and  the  other  is 
extended  in  the  adl  of  blefling.  Both  figures 
have  crowns  on  their  heads,  enriched  with 
diamonds :  thefe  were  prefents  from  Ana 
of  Auftria,  Queen  of  France.  Both  arms 
of  the  Virgin  are  inclofed  within  her  robes, 
and  no  part  but  her  face  is  to  be  feen; 
her  drefs  is  moft  magnificent,  but  in  a 
wretched  bad  tafte :  this  is  not  furprifing, 
for  flie  has  no  female  attendant.  She  has 
particular  clothes  for  the  different  feafts 
held  in  honour  of  her,  and,  which  is  not 
quite  fo  decent,  is  always  drefled  and  un- 
drefled  by  the  priefts  belonging  to  the  Cha* 

pels 
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pel;  her  robes  are  ornamented  with  all 
kinds  of  precious  flones,  down  to  the  hem 
of  her  garment. 

There  is  a  fmall  place  behind  the  Sane-- 
tuary,  into  which  we  were  alfo  admitted* 
This  is  a  favour,  feldom  refufed  to  ftrangera 
of  a  decent  appearance.  In  this  they  fhew 
the  chimney,  and  fome  other  furniture, 
which,  they  pretend,  belonged  to  the  Virgin 
when  flie  lived  at  Nazareth  ;  particularly  a 
little  earthen  porringer,  out  of  which  the 
infant  ufed  to  eat.  The  pilgrims  bring  ro- 
faries,  little  crucifixes,  and  Agnus  Dei's, 
which  the  obliging  prieft  (hakes  for  half  a 
minute  in  this  difli ;  after  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, they  acquire  the  virtue  of  curing 
various  difeafes,  and  prove  an  excellent 
preventive  of  all  temptations  of  Satan. 
The  gown  which  the  image  had  on  when 
the  Chapel  arrived  from  Nazareth,  is  of 
red  camblet,  and  carefully  kept  in  a  glafs 
ihrine. 

Above 
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Above  a  hundred  malTes  are  daily  £d^ 
in  this  Chapel,  and  in  the  church  in  which 
it  (lands.  The  mufic  we  heard  in  the 
Chapel  was  remarkably  fine.  A  cerudn 
number  of  the  chaplains  are  eunuchs^  who 
perform  the  double  duty  of  (inging  the 
offices  in  the  choir,  and  faying  mailes 
at  the  altar.  The  canonical  law^  which 
excludes  perfons  in  their  fituation  from 
the  priefthood,  is  eluded  by  a  very  ex- 
traordinary expedient,  which  I  fhall  leave 
you  to  guefs. 

The  jewels  and  riches  to  be  leen  at  any 
one  time  in  the  Holy  Chapel,  are  of  fmaU 
value  in  coraparifon  of  thofe  in  the  treafiiry, 
which  is  a  large  room  adjoining  to  the 
veftry  of  the  great  church.  la  the  preiles 
of  this  room  are  kept  thofe  prefents  which 
royal,  noble,  and  rich  bigots  of  all  ranks 
have,  by  oppreffing  their  fubje<Sls,  and  in- 
juring their  families,  fent  to  this  place.  To 
enumerate  every  particular,  would  fill  vo» 
lumes.     They  confift  of  various  utenfils, 

and 
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and  other  things  in  filver  and  gold;    as 
lamps,  candlcfticks,  goblets,  crowns,  and 
crucifixes ;    Iambs,  eagles,  faints,  apoftles, 
angels,  virgins,  and  infants :   then  there  are 
cameos,  pearls,  gems,  and  precious  ftones 
of  all  kinds,  and  in  great  numbers.     What 
is  valued  above  all  the  other  jewels  is,  th« 
miraculous  pearl,  wherein  they  aflert,  that 
Nature  has  given  a  faithful  delineation  of 
the  Virgin,  fitting  on  a  cloud,  with  the 
infant  Jefus  in  her  arms.     I  freely  acknow- 
ledge, that  I  did  fee  fbmething  like  a  wo- 
man with  a  child  in  her  arms ;  but  whether 
Nature  intended  this  as  a  portrait  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  or  not,  I  will  not  take  upon 
me   to    fay;    yet  I  will   candidly  confefs 
(though,  perhaps,  fome  of  my  friends  in 
the   North    may  think   it    is   faying  too 
much  in  fupport  of  the  Popifh  opinion) 
that  the  figure  in  this  pearl  bore  as  great 
a  likenefs  to  fome  pidures  I  have  feen  of 
the  Virgin,  as  to  any  female  of  my  ac- 
quaintance. 

There 
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There  was  not  room  in  the  prefles  of 
the  treafury,  to  hold  all  the  filver  pieces 
which  have  been  prefented  to  the  Virgin* 
Several  other  prefles  in  the  veftry,  they 
told  us,  were  completely  full,  and  they 
made  offer  to  fhew  them ;  but  our  curiofity 
was  already  fatiated» 

It  is  faid,  that  thofe  pieces  are  occafion-* 
ally  melted  down,  by  his  Holinefs,  fqr  the 
ufe  of  the  State ;  and  alfo,  that  the  moft 
precious  of  the  jewels  are  picked  out,  and 
fold  for  the  fame  purpofe,  falfe  ftones  being 
fubftituted  in  their  room.  This  is  an  aiiair 
entirely  between  the  Virgin  and  the  Pope : 
if  fhe  does  not,  I  know  no  other  perfoa 
who  has  a  right  to  complain. 
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tottiio. 

PILGRIMAGESf  to  Loretto  are  not 
fo  frequent  with  foreigners,  or  with 
Italians  of  fortune  and  diftindion,  as  for- 
merly; nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  thofe^ 
who  make  this  journey  now,  are  poor 
people,  who  depend  for  their  maintenance 
on  the  charity  they  receive  on  the  road. 
To  thofe  who  are  of  fuch  a  rank  in  life  as 
precludes  them  from  availing  themfelves  of 
the  charitable  inftitutioas  for  the  maia- 
tcnance  of  pilgrims,  fuch  journies  are  at- 
tended with  expence  and  incohveniency ; 
and  I  am  informed,  that  fathers  and  huf- 
bands,  in  moderate  or  confined  circum- 
ftances,  are  frequently  brought  to  dif- 
agreeable  dilemmas,  by  the  riafh  vows  of 
going  to  Loretto,  which  their  wives  or 
daughters  are  apt  to  make  on  any  fuppofed 
deliverance  from  danger.  To  refufc,  is 
Vol.  I.  .  A  a  con* 
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confidered,  by  the  whole  neighbourhood, 
as  cruel,  and  even  impious ;  and  to  grant, 
is  often  highly  diftrefling,  particularly  to 
fuch  hufbands  as,  from  affedion,  or  any 
other  motive,  do  not  choofe  that  their  wives 
fliould  be  long  out  of  their  fight.  But  the 
poor,  who  are  maintained  during  their 
whole  journey,  and  have  nothing  more 
that!  a  bare  maintenance  to  expedt  from 
their  labour  at  home,  to  them  a  journey  to 
Loretto  is  a  party  of  pleafure,  as  well  as 
devotion,  and  by  much  the  moft  agree- 
able road  they  can  take  to  heaven.  This 
being  a  year  of  jubilee,  there  is  a  far 
greater  concourfe  of  pilgrims  of  all  ranks 
here,  at  prefent,  than  is  ufual.  We  have 
fecn  a  few  in  their  carriages,  a  greater 
number  on  horfeback,  or  on  mules ;  or, 
what  is  flill  more  common,  on  afles.  Great 
numbers  of  females  come  in  this  manner, 
with  a  male  friend  walking  by  them,  as 
their  guide  and  protedor  j  but  the  greateft 
number,  of  both  fexes,  are  on  foot.  When 
we  approached  near  Loretto,  the  road  was 

crowded 


MANNERS  IN  ITALY.  355 

crowded  with  them:  they  generally  fet 
out  before  fun-rife;  and,  having  repofed 
themfelves  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  con*, 
tiniie  their  journey  again  in  the  evening. 
They  (ing  their  matins,  and  their  evening 
hyrnns,  aloud.  As  many  have  fine  voices 
and  delicate  ears,  thofe  vocal  concerts  have 
a  charming  efied  at  a  little  diftance.  During 
the  flillnefs  of  the  morning  and  the  evening, 
we  were  ferenaded  with  this  fblemn  religious 
mufic  for  a  confiderable  part  of  the  road. 
The  pilgrims  on  foot,  as  foon  as  they  enter 
the  fuburbs,  begin  a  hymn  in  honour  of  the 
Virgin,  which  they  continue  till  they  reach 
the  church.  The  poorer  fort  are  received 
into  an  hofpital,  where  they  have  bed  and 
board  for  three  days. 

The  only  trade  of  Loretto  confifts  of 
rofaries,  crucifixes,  little  Madonnas,  Agnus 
Dei's,  and  medals,  which  are  manufac- 
tured here,  and  fold  to  pilgrims.  There 
are  great  numbers  of  (hops  full  of  thefe 

A  a  2  commo-- 
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commodities,  fome  of  them  of  a  high  price; 
but  infinitely  the  greater  part  are  adapted 
to  the  purfes  of  the  buyers,  and  fold  for 
a  mere  trifle.  The  evident  poverty  of  thoie 
fnanufadurers  and  traders,  and  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  town  in  general,  is  a  fuffi- 
cient  proof  that  the  reputation  of  our  Ladj 
of  Loretto  is  greatly  on  the  decline. 

In  the  great  church,  which  contains  the 
Holy  Chapel,  are  confeflionals,  inrhere  tbe 
penitents  from  every  country  of  Europe 
may  be  confefTed  in  their  own  languagei 
priefts  being  always  in  waiting  for  that 
purpofe :  each  of  them  has  a  long  white 
rod  in  his  hand,  with  which  he  touches 
the  heads  of  thofe  to  whom  he  thinks 
it  proper  to  give  abfolution.  They  place 
themfelves  on  their  knees,  in  groupeSi 
around  the  confeflional  chair;  and  when 
the  Holy  Father  has  touched  their  heads 
with  the  expiatory  rod,  they  retire,  freed 
from  the  burthen  of  their  fms,  and  with 

renewed 
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senewed  courage    to    begin  a  frefh  ac- 
count* 

In  the  fpacious  area  before  this  church, 
there  is  an  elegant  marble  fountain,  fup- 
plied  with  water  from  an  adjoining  hill,  by 
an  aquedud.  Few  even  of  the  mod  in- 
confiderable  towns  of  Italy  are  without  the 
ufeful  ornament  of  a  public  fountain. 
The  embellifhments  of  fculpture  and  archi- 
tedture  are  employed,  with  great  propriety, 
on  fuch  works,  which  are  continually 
in  the  people's  view ;  the  air  is  refrefhed, 
and  the  eye  delighted,  by  the  llreams  of 
water  they  pour  forth ;  a  fight  peculiarly 
agreeable  in  a  warm  climate.  In  this  area 
there  is  alfo  a  il|itue  of  Sixtus  V.,  in 
bronze.  Over  the  portal  of  the  church 
itfclf  is  a  ftatue  of  the  Virgin ;  and  above 
the  middle  gate  is  a  Latin  infcription,  im*^ 
porting,  that  within  is  the  Houfe  of  the 
Mother  of  God,  in  which  the  Word  was 
made  flefh.  The  gates  of  the  church  are 
likewife  of  bronze,  embelliflied  with  baflfo 

A  a  3  relievos. 
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relievos,  of  admirable  workmanfliip ;  the 
fubjedls  taken  partly  from  the  Old,  and 
partly  from  the  New,  Teftament,  and  di- 
vided into  different  compartments.  As  the 
gates  of  this  church  are  fhut  at  noon,  the 
pilgrims  who  arrive  after  that  time  can 
get  no  nearer  to  the  Santa  Cafa  than  thefe 
gates,  which  are,  by  this  means,  fometimes 
expofed  to  the  firfl  violence  of  that  holy  arr 
dour  which  was  defigned  for  the  Chapel  it- 
felf.  All  the  fculpture  upon  the  gates,  which 
is  within  reach  of  the  mouths  of  thofe  zea- 
lots,  is^  in  fpme  degree,  effaced  by  their 
kifles.  The  murder  of  Abel,  by  his  brother, 
is  upon  a  level  with  the  lips  of  a  perfon  of 
an  ordinary  fize,  when  kneeling.  Poor 
Abel  has  been  always  unfortunate ;  had  he 
been  placed  a  foot  higher,  or  lower,  on 

the  gate,  he  might  have  remained  thcre,^ 
in  fecurity,  for  ages ;  but,  in  the  unlucky 
place  that  the  fculptor  has  put  him,  his 
,  whole  body  has  been  almoft  entirely  kifled 
away  by  the  pilgrims  j  whilft  Cain  ftands, 
1 6  untouched, 
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untouched,  in  his  original  attitude,  frown- 
ing and  fierce  as  ever. 

I  have  faid  nothing  of  the  paintings  to 
be  feen  here,  though  fome  are  highly 
efteemed,  particularly  two  in  the  Treafury. 
The  fubjed  of  one  of  thefe  is,  the  Virgin's 
Nativity,  by  Annibale  Carracci ;  and  of 
the  other,  a  Holy  Family,  by  Raphael. 
There  are  fome  others  of  confiderable 
perit,  which  ornament  the  altars  of  the 
great  church.  Thefe  altars,  or  little  cha- 
pels, of  which  this  fabric  contains  a  great 
;Qumber,  ar^  lined  with  marble,  and  em- 
belliflied  by  fculpture  j  but  nothing  withia 
this  church  interefted  me  fo  n^uch  as  the 
iron  grates  before  thofe  chapels,  after  I  was 
informed  that  they  were  made  of  the  fetters 
and  chains  of  the  Chri(lian  flaves,  who 
were  freed  from  bondage  by  the  glorious 
viftory  of  Lepanto.  From  that  moment 
thefe  iron  grates  commanded  my  attention 
more  than  all  the  golden  lamps  and  candle- 

A  a  4  fiicks, 
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fticks,  and  angels  and  jewels,  of  the  Holy 
Chapcif 

The  ideas  that  ru(h  into  one^s  mind  on 
'  hearing  a  circumftance  of  this  kind,  are 
afFedlijig  beyond  expreffion.  To  think  of 
four  thoufand  of  our  fellow-creatures,  torn 
from  the  fervice  of  their  country  and  the 
arms  of  friendfhip,  chained  to  oars,  fub« 

jedled  continually  to  the  revilings  of  enc- 

« 

mies,    and    every    kind    of   ignominious 
treatment,  at  once,  when  their  fouls  were 
finking  under  the  weight  of  fuch  accumu- 
lated  calamity,  and   brought  to  the   very 
verge  Qi  dcfpair ;    at  once,  in  one  blefled 
moment,    freed   from   flavery,  reftored  to 
the  embraces  of  their  friends,  and  enjoying, 
W'rh  them,    all  the  rapture  of  victory— 
Good  Cod,  what  a  fccne  !  what  a  number 
of  fcencft !  for  the  imagination,  after  glancing 
at  the   whole,  diflinguiflies  and  feparates 
objtdsj  and  forms  a  thoufand  groupes  of 
the  inoR  pathetic  kind ;    the  fond  recog- 

pition 
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nition  of  old  companions^  brothers  flying 
into  each  other^s  arms,  and  the  ecftacy  of 
fathers  on  the  recovery  of  their  loft  fons. 
Many  fuch  pictures  did  my  fancy  form, 
M^hile  I  ftood  contemplating  thofe  grates  fo 
truly  oriiamenta]  of  a  Chriftian  church,  and 
fo  perfedly  congenial  with  a  religion  which 
requires  men  to  relieve  the  opprejfed^  and  fit 
the  captive  free. 

Happy  if  the  followers  of  that  religion 
had  always  obfervcd  this  divine  admoni- 
tion.   I  fpeak  not  of  thofe  men  who  affume 
the  name  of  Chriftians  for  the  purpofes  of 
intereft  or  ambition,  but  of  a  more  abfurd 
clafs  of  mankind ;    thofe  who,  believing  in 
Chriftianity,   endeavour  to  reconcile  it  to 
a  condud  and  doctrines  entirely  repugnant 
to  its  nature.     This  abfurdity  has  appeared 
in  the  human  charader  from  the  earlieft 
ages  of  Chriftianity^     Men  have  difplayed 
unafieded  zeal,  and  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  and  propagate  the  mpft  befletolent 
and  rational  of  all  religions,   by  actions 

worthy 
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worthy  of  demons,  and  arguments  which 
fhock  common  fcnfe. 

The  fame  perfons  who  praifed  and  ad- 
mired the  heavenly  benevolence  of  this  fen- 
timent,  Bleffed  are  the  merciful,  for  they 
fiiall  obtain  mercy ;  have  thought  it  a  duty 
to  condemn  their  fellow-creatures  to  cruel 
deaths  for  fpeculative  opinions.  The  fame 
men  who  admired  the  founder  of  Chriftiani- 
ty  forgoing  about,  continually,  doing  good, 
have  thought  it  a  duty  to  fpcnd  their  wholq 
lives  in  cells,  doing  nothing. 

And  can  any  thing  be  more  oppofite  to 
thofe  dark  and  inexplicable  do£lrines,  on 
the  belief  of  which,  according  to  the  convic- 
tion of  many,  our  falvatiori  depends,  than 
this  plain  rule,  Whatfoever  ye  would  that 
men  fiiould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them  ? 
a  rule  fo  plain,  as  to  be  underftood  by  the 
moft  fimple  and  ignorant ;  and  fo  juft,  com- 
plete, and  comprehenfive,  as  to  be  admired 
by  the  wifeft  and  the  moft  learned. 

u 
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If  this  equitable  maxim  is  the  law  and 
the  prophets,  and  we  learn  from  the  higheft 
authority  that  it  is,  what  becomes  of  all 
thofe  myfterious  webs,  of  various  texture, 
which,  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  Chriftiaa 
sera.  Popes,  Priefls,  and  many  of  the  leaders 
of  fe(^ariesy  have  wove  arouQd  it  ? 
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L£TT£R     XXXIV. 

Spolett^. 

WE  left  Loretto  after  dinner,  and 
proceeded  through  a  beautiful 
country  to  Macerata,  a  fmall  town,  fituated 
on  a  hill,  as  the  towns  in  Italy  generally  are. 
We  only  ftayed  to  change  horfes,  and  con- 
tinued our  journey  to  Tolentino  ;  where, 
not  thinking  it  expedient  to  begin  to  afcend 
the  Apennines  in  the  dark,  we  took  up  our 
quarters  at  an  inn,  the  beft  in  the 
place,  but,  by  many  degrees,  the  pooreft 
we  had  feen  in  Italy.  However,  as  it  was 
not  for  good  eating  or  convenient  bed- 
chambers we  came  to  this  country,  that 
circumftance  afFeded  us  very  little.  la- 
deed,  the  quantity  of  viduals  prefented  us 
at  fupper,  would  have  been  as  difpleafiijg 
to  a  perfon  of  Sancho  Pancho's  way  of 
thinking,  on  the  fubjed  of  eating,  as  the 
manner  they  were  drefled  would  have  been 

to 
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to  a  nicer  fenfualift  in  that  refined  fcienc^. 
The  latter  circumftance  prevented  our  rtr 
gretting  the  former ;  and  although  we  had 
felt  fome  uneafinefs  when  we  were  told 
how  little  provifions  there  were  in  the  houfe, 
the  moment  they  appeared  on  the  table,  we 
were  all  convinced  there  was  more  than 
enough. 

The  poor  people  of  this  inn,  however, 
fhewed  the  utmoft  defire  to  pleafe.  Tbey 
muft  have  unfortunate  tempers  indeed,  who, 
obferving  this,  could  have  fhocked  them  by 
fretfulnefs,  or  anairof  diflatisfadion.  Be- 
fides,  if  the  entertainment  had  been  ftill  more 
homely,  even  thofe  travellers  who  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  greateft  delicacies,  might  be 
induced  to  bear  it  with  patience  for  one 
night,  from  this  confideration.  That  the 
people  of  the  place,  who  have  jufl  as  good 
a  natural  right  to  the  luxuries  of  life  as 
themfelves,  are  obliged  to  bear  it  always. 
Nothing  is  more  apt  to  raife  indignation, 
than  to  behold  men  repining  and  fretting, 
18  on 
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on  account  of  little  inconveniencies,  in  thfe 
bearing  of  thofe  who  are  bearing  much 
greater  every  day  with  cheerfulnefs.  There  is 
a  want  of  fenfe,  as  well  as  a  want  of  temper, 
in  fuch  behaviour.  The  only  ufe  of  com- 
plaining of  hardfhips  to  thofe  who  cannot 
relieve  them,  muft  be  to  obtain  fympathy ; 
but  if  thofe  to  whom  they  complain,  are 
fufFering  the  fame  hardfliips  in  a  greater 
degree,  what  fympathy  can  thofe  repiners 
expert  ?    They  certainly  find  none. 

Next  morning  we  encountered  the  Apen- 
nines. The  fatigue  of  this  day's  journey 
was  compcnfated  by  the  beauty  and  variety 
of  the  views  among  thofe  mountains.  On 
the  face  of  one  of  the  higheft,  I  remarked 
a  fmall  hut,  with  a  garden  near  it.  I  was 
told  this  w^as  inhabited  by  an  old  infirm 
Hermit.  I  could  not  underftand  how  a 
perfon  in  that  condition  could  fcramble  up 
and  down  fuch  a  mountain  to  procure  for 
himfelf  the  necefTaries  of  life.  I  was  in- 
formed, he  had  not  quitted  his  hermitage 

for 
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for  feveral  years,  the  neighbooring  peafanta 
ftipplying  him  plentifully  with  all  he  to* 
quires.  This  man's  reputation  for  fan^ty 
h  very  great,  and  thofe  who  take  the  trouble 
of  carrying  him  provifions,  think  them- 
felves  well  repaid  by  his  prayers. 

I  imagine  I  am  acquainted  with  a  coun- 
try where  provifions  are  in  a  greater  plenty 
than  in  the  Apennines ;  and  yet  the 
greateft  faint  in  the  nation,  who  ihould 
take  up  his  refidence  on  one  of  its  moun- 
tains, would  be  in  great  danger  of  ftarving, 
if  he  depended  for  his  fuftenance  upon  the 
provifions  that  fhould  be  carried  up  to  him 
in  exchange  for  his  prayers. 

There  are  mountains  and  precipices 
among  the  Apennines,  which  do  not  ap- 
pear  contemptible  in  the  eyes  even  of  thole 
who  have  travelled  among  the  Alps ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  thofe  delightful  plains, 
contained  within  the  bofom  of  the  former, 
are  infinitely  fuperior,  in  beauty  and  ferti- 
lity, to  the  vallies  among  the  latter.     We 

now 
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now  entered  the  rich  province  of  Umbria^ 
and  foon  after  arrived  at  Foligno,  a  thriv- 
ing town,  in  which  there  is  more  appear- 
ance of  indufiry  than  in  any  of  the  towns 
we  have  feen  fince  we  left  Ancona ;  there 
are  confiderable  manufadures  of  paper, 
cloth,  and  filk.  In  a  convent  of  Nuns, 
is  a  famous  pidure  by  Raphael,  generally 
vifited  by  travellers,  and  much  admired  by 
connoifleurs. 

The  fituation  of  this  town  is  peculiarly 
happy.  It  Hands  in  a  charming  valley,  laid 
out  in  corn-fields  and  vineyards,  interfeded 
by  mulberry  and  almond  trees,  and  wa- 
tered by  the  river  Clitumnus ;  the  view  ter- 
minating on  one  fide  by  hills  crowned  with 
cities,  and  on  the  other  by  the  loftieft 
mountains  of  the  Apennines.  I  never  ex- 
perienced fuch  A  fudden  and  agreeable 
change  of  climate,  as  on  dcfcending  from 
thofe  mountains,  in  many  places,  at  pre- 
fent,  covered  with  fnow,  to  this  pleafant 
valley  of  Umbria, 

Where 
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Where  weftern  gales  eternally  l-efide. 
And  all  the  feafons  lavilh  all  their  pride« 

From  Foligno  to  Vene,  the  road  HeS 
through  this  fine  plain*  A  little  before  you 
come  to  the  poft-houfe  at  Vene,  on  the 
tight  hand  there  is  a  little  building ;  the 
frdht)  which  looks  to  the  valley,  is  adorned 
with  fix  Corinthian  pillars  j  the  two  in  the 
middle  enriched  by  a  laurel  foliage:  on 
one  fide,  is  a  crucifix  in  baflb  relievo,  with 
line  branches  curling  around  it.  On  this 
building,  there  are  fome  infcriptions  which 
mention  the  refurreElion.  Some,  who  think 
the  architecture  too  fine  for  the  firft  ages 
of  Chriftianity,  and  the  Temple  too  old 
to  have  been   built  fince   the  revival   of 

■  * 

that  art,  have  conjedtured,  that  this  little 
edifice  is  antique,  and  originally  ereded  by 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Umbria,  as  a 
temple,  in  honour  of  the  river  God  Cli- 
tumnus ;  but,  at  fome  fubfequent  period, 
converted  into  a  Chriftian  chapel,  and  the 
crucifix  and  infcriptions  added  after  its 
confecration.  Other  very  refpedable  judges 
Vol.  I.  B  b  think, 
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think,  the  ftyle  of  architedure  is  by  iio 
means  pure,  but  adulterated  by  meretrici- 
ous ornament,  and  worthy  enough  of  the 
firil  ages  of  Chriflianity. 

Mr.  Addifon  has  given  many  quotations 
from  the  Latin  poets  in  honour  of  this  rivers 
all  of  which  countenance  the  popular  opi- 
nion with  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  water. 
The  breed  of  white  cattle,  which  gave  fiich 
a  reputation  to  the  river,  dill  remains  in 
this  country.  We  faw  many  of  them  as  we 
pafled,  fome  milk  white,  but  the  greateft 
numbers  of  a  whitifli  grey.  The  common 
people  dill  retain  the  ancient  opinion,  with 
refpeft  to  the  effed  of  the  water.  Spoletto, 
the  capital  of  Umbria,  is  fituated  on  a  high 
rock,  the  afcent  to  which  is  very  deep  on 
all  fides.  This  town  retains  little  appearance 
of  its  ancient  importance.  Keyfler  fays,  that, 
like  other  paltry  towns  in  Italy,  it  exhibits 
bombaftic  infcriptions  concerning  its  anti- 
quity, and  many  trivial  occurrences  which 
have  happened  there  j  the  only  infcription, 

9  however, 


MANNERS   IN   ITALY.  371 

towever,  which  he  quotes,  and  the  only  one 
which  I  law,  is  that  over  the  Porta  di  Fuga, 
from  which  the  Carthaginian  army  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  repulfed.         * 

ANNIBAL 

CiESIS  AD  THRASYMENUM  ROMANIS 

URBEM  ROMAM  INFENSO  AGMINE  PETENS, 

SPOLETO  MAGNA  SUORUM  CLADE  REPULSUS^ 

INSIGNI  FUG  A  PORTiE  NOMEN  FECIT*. 

I  cannot  perceive  any  thing  bombaftic  in 
this ;  Livy  mentions  the  fad;  in  his  twenty-^ 
fecond  book,  in  the  following  terms : 

Annibal  refto  itinere  per  Umbriam  ulquc  ad 
Spoletum  venit,  inde  quum  perpopulato  agro 
urbem  oppugnare  adortus  eifet^  cum  magna 
csede  fuorum  repulfus^  conjeAans  ex  unius 
coloniae  haud  nimis  profpere  tentatae  viribus 
quanta  moles  Romanac  urbis  eflet  f  • 

* 

*  Hannibal,  having  defeated  the  Romans  at  Thrafymene^ 
and  inarching  his  army  to  Rome,  was  repalfed  from  Spo* 
letto  with  great  flaoghter.  The  memorable  flight  of  the 
Carthaginians  gave  name  to  this  gate. 

f  Hannibal  marched  ftrait  through  Umbria  to  Spoletto, 
and  after  having  laid  the  country  wade,  when  he  began  to 
attack  the  town,  he  was  beat  off,  with  gffat  flaughter  of  his 
ibldiers.  Such  a  check  from  an  inconiiderable  colony^ 
would  naturally  lead  him  to  refled  on  the  difficulties  he  mud 
encounter  in  fubduing  the  Roman  republic. 

Bb  2  If 
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If  the  inhabitants  of  the  greateft  capital 
in  the  world  had  equal  authority  for  their 
anceftors  having  repulfed  fuch  a  general  as 
Hannibalir  would  they  not  be  inclined  to 
receive  it  as  truths  and  to  tranfmit  it  to  the 
lateft  pofterity  ? 

This  town  is  fiill  fupplied  with  water,  by 
means  of  an  antique  aquedud,  one  of  the 
inoft  entire,  and  the  higheft  in  Europe.  In 
the  centre,  where  the  height  is  greateft,  there 
is  a  double  arcade ;  the  other  arches  diminilh 
in  height,  as  they  recede  from  it,  towards  the 
Hoping  fides  of  the  two  mountains  which 
this  magnificent  work  unites. 

In  the  cathedra],  there  is  a  picture  of  the 
Virgin  by  St.  Luke ;  but  we  had  already 
feen  fufHcient  fpecimens  of  this  faint's  abili- 
ties as  a  fculptor  and  a  painter,  and  we  had 
not  the  leaft  curiofity  to  fee  any  more. 
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LETTER     XXXV. 

Rome. 

LEAVING  Spoletto,  we  pafled  over  the 
higheft  of  the  Apennines,  and  then 
defcended  through  a  foreft  of  olive-trees,  to 
the  fruitful  valley  in  which  Terni  is  fituated, 
on  the  river  Nera.  It  was  formerly  called 
Interamna,  on  account  of  its  (landing  be- 
tween two  branches  of  that  river.  The  val- 
ley which  ftretches  from  this  town  to  Terni^ 
is  exuberantly  fertile,  being  finely  expofed 
to  the  fouth  fun,  and  watered  by  the 
Nera,  which,  by  its  beauteous  windings, 
divides  the  plain  into  peninfulas  of  various 
fliapes.  The  Emperor  Tacitus,  and  his  bro- 
ther  Florianus,  were  natives  of  Terni;  but 
the  greatefl  pride  of  that  city  is,  its  having 
given  birth  to  Tacitus  the  Hiflorian* 

ft 

I  am  almoft  afhamed  to  tell  you,  that  we 
did  not  go  to  fee  the  famous  cataradt,  neat 

B  b  3  this 
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this  town,  which  is  ufually  vifited  by  travel-* 
lets,  and  which,  by  all  accounts,  is  fo  worthy 
of  their  curiofity.  Innumerable  ftreams  from 
the  higheft  Apennines,  meeting  in  one  chan* 
nel,  form  the  river  Velino,  which  flows 
placidly,  for  fom^  time,  through  a  plain 
almoft  horizontal,  and  afterwards,  when  the 
river  becomes  more  rapid  by  the  contradl^^ 
ing  and  floping  of  the  channel,  the  plain 
terminates  of  a  fudden  in  a  precipice  three 
hundred  feet  high,  over  which,  the  river 
ru£hing,dafhes  with  fuch  violence  agaioft  the 
rocky  bottom,  that  a  vaft  cloud  of  watery 
finoke  is  raifed  all  around.  The  river  Velino 
does  not  long  furvive  the  fall,  but  broken, 
groaning,  and  foaming,  foon  finiihea  hia 
courfe  in  the  Nera.  Mr.  Addifon  is  of  opi^ 
nipn,  that  Virgil  had  this  gulph  in  his  eye 
vrhen  he  defcribed  the  place  in  the  middle 
pf  Italy,  through  which  the  Fury  Aledla 
defcended  into  Tartarus* 

A  very  heavy  rain  which  fell  while  we 
were  at  Terni,  the  fatigue  and  difficulty  of 

clipibing 
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climbing  up  the  Monte  di  Marmore,  from 
whence  this  fall  appears  to  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage,  and  our  impatience  to  be  at  Rome, 
prevented  us  from  feeing  that  celebrated 
cataract,  which  we  regretted  the  lefs,  as 
we  had  frequently  feen  one  of  the  fame 
kind  in  Scotland,  about  twelve  miles  above 
Hamilton,  at  a  place  called  Corace,  where 
the  river  Clyde,  falling  perpendicular  from 
a  vaft  height,  produces  the  fame  eflfeds, 
in  every  refpefl:,  unlefs,  that  he  outlives 
the  accident,  and  continues  his  courfe  for 
near  fifty  nules  before  he  joins  the  Atlantic 
ocean. 

The  diftance  from  Terni  to  Naml  is 
about  feven  miles;  the  road  is  uncom-* 
monly  good,  and  the  country  on  each  fide 
delightful.  When  we  came  near  Narni, 
while  the  chaifes  proceeded  to  the  town, 
I  walked  to  take  a  view  of  the  bridge  of 
Auguftus.  This  (lately  fabric  is  wholly  of 
marble,  and  without  cement,  as  many  other 
i^nti^ue  buildings  are.     Only  one  of  the 

B  b  4  arches 
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arches  remains  entire^  which  is  the  St& 
on  the  lide  of  the  river  where  I  was  ;  under 
it  there  was  no  water ;  it  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  wide.  The  next  arch,  below 
which  the  river  flows,  is  twenty  feet  wider, 
and  has  a  confid^rable  fldpe,  being  higher 
on  the  fide  next  the  firil  arch,  than  oni  that 
next  the  third.  The  remaining  two  arches 
are,  in  every  refpedJ,  fmaller  than  the  two 
firfl:.  What  could  be  the  reafon  of  fuch 
ungraceful  irregularity  in  a  work,  in  other 
refpeds  fo  magnificent,  and  upon  which 
ib  much  labour  and  expence  muft  have  been 
beftowed,  I  cannot  imagine.  It  is  doubt-* 
ful,  whether  there  were  originally  four 
arches,  or  only  three;  for  that  which  is 
fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  the  bafis  from 
which  the  two  leffer  arches  fprung,  is 
thought  by  others  to  be  the  remains  of  a 
fquare  pillar,  raifed  fome  time  after  the 
bridge  was  built,  to  fupport  the  middle  of 
the  third  arch  j  which,  on  the  fuppofmoa 
that  there  were  but  three,  mufl  have  been 
of  a  very  extraordinary  width, 

I  This 
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This  fabric  is  ufually  called  Auguftus's 
Bridge,  and  Mr.  Addifon  thinks  that  with- 
out doubt  Martial  alludes  to  it,  in  the 
ninety-fecond  Epigram  of  the  feventH 
book ;  but  fome  other  very  judicious  tra- 
vellers imagine,  it  is  the  remains  of  aa 
aquedudi:,  becaufe  thofe  arches  joined  two 
mountains,  and  are  infinitely  higher  than 
was  neceflary  for  a  bridge  over  the  little 
river  which  flows  under  them.  It  has  alfo 
been  fuppofed,  not  without  great  appear- 
ance of  probability,  that  this  fabric  was 
originally  intended  to  ferve  the  purpofes 
of  both* 

As  the  rain  ftill  continued,  my  curiofity 
to  fee  this  fine  ruin  procured  me  a  fcverc 
drenching ;  this  I  received  with  due  refig-^ 
nation,  as  a  punifliment  for  having  been 
intimidated  by  rain,  from  vifiting  the  fine 
cafcade  at  Terni.  It  was  with  great  difficulty 
I  got  up  the  hill,  by  a  path  which  I  thought 
was  Ihorter  and  eafier  than  the  high  road ; 
this  unfortunately  led  to  no  gate.     At  laft, 

however, 


378        VIEW   OF   SOCIETY   AND 

however,  I  obferved  a  broken  part  of  the 
wall,  over  which  I  immediately  clambered 
hito  the  town.  Martial  takes  notice  of  the 
difficulty  of  accefs  to  this  town. 

Narnia^  fulphureo  quam  gurgite  candidus  amnis 
Circuital  ancipiti  vix  adeunda  Jugo  *. 

The  town  itfelf  is  very  poor,  and  thinly 
inhabited.  It  boafts,  however,  of  being  the 
native  city  of  the  Emperor  Nerva,  and  fome 
other  celebrated  men. 

The  road  from  Narni  to  the  poft-houfe 
at  Otricoli,  is  exceeding  rough  and  moun* 
tainous.  This  is  a  very  poor  village,  but 
advantageoufly  fituated  on  a  rifing  ground. 
Between  this  and  the  Tiber,  at  fome  little 
diftance  from  the  road,  there  is  a  confider-- 
able  trafl:  of  ground,  covered  with  many 
loofe  antique  fragments  and  vaults :  thefe 
are  generally  confidered  as  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  Ocriculum.     We  pafled  along  this 

*  Narnia^  furrounded  by  a  fulphureous  flream  and  dan- 
gerous cliffs,  wbich  render  it  almoft  iDacceilible. 

road 
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road  early  in  the  morniog^  and  were  enter- 
tained, great  part  of  the  way,  with  vocal 
mufic  from  the  pilgrims,  fev^ral  hordes 
of  whom  we  met  near  this  place,  on  their 
return  from  Rome,  where  they  had  been 
on  account  of  the  jubilee. 

The  only  place  of  note  between  Otricoll 
and  Rome,  is  Civita  Caftellana.  Terni  is 
the  laft  town  of  the  province  of  Umbria, 
and  Caftellana  the  firfl  of  ancient  Latium, 
coming  to  Rome  by  the  Flaminian  way. 
Caftellana  is  confidered,  by  many  antiqua* 
rians,  as  the  Fefcennium  of  the  ancients ;  a 
fchoolma(ler  of  yrhich,  as  we  are  informed 
by  Livy,  by  an  unexampled  inftance  of 
wickednefs,  betrayed  a  number  of  the  fons 
of  the  principal  citizens  into  the  power  of 
the  Didator  Camillus,  at  that  time  be«^ 
fieging  the  place.  The  generous  Roman, 
equally  abhorring  the  treachery  and  the 
traitor,  ordered  this  bafe  man  to  be  ftrip* 
ped,  to  have  his  hands  tied  behind,  and  to 
be  delivered  over  to  the  boys,  who,  armed 

witl^ 
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with  rods,  beat  him  back  to  Fefcennium^ 
and  delivered  him  up  to  their  parents,  to  be 
ufed  as  they  fhould  think  he  deferved. 

Civita  Caftellana  ftands  upon  a  high  rock, 
and  muft  formerly  have  been  a  place  of 
great  ftrength,  but  is  now  in  no  very  flou- 
rifhing  condition.  Many  of  the  towns  I 
have  mentioned,  lying  on  the  road  to 
Rome,  by  the  Flaininian  way,  have  fuf- 
fered,  at  different  periods,  more  than  thofe 
of  any  other  part  of  Italy,  by  the  inroads 
of  Vifigoths  and  Huns,  as  well  as  by  fome 
incurfions  of  a  later  date. 

This,  I  am  convinced,  is  the  only  coun- 
try in  the  world,  where  the  fields  become 
more  defolate  as  you  approach  the  capital* 
After  having  traverfed  the  cultivated  and 
fertile  vallies  of  Umbria,  one  is  affe^ed 
with  double  emotion  at  beholding  the 
deplorable  ftate  of  poor  neglefted  Latium. 
For  feveral  pofts  before  you  arrive  at  Rome, 
few  villages,  little  cultivation,  and  fcarcely 
any  inhabitants^  are  to  be  feen.     In  the 

Campania 
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Campania  of  Rome,  formerly  the  beft 
cultivated  and  beil  peopled  fpot  in  the 
world,  no  houfes,  no  trees,  no  inclofures, 
nothing  but  the  fcattered  ruins  of  temples 
and  tombs,  prefenting  the  idea  of  a  country 
depopulated  by  a  peftilence.  AH  is  motion- 
lefs,  filent,  and  forlorn. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  deferted  fields,  the 
ancient  Miftrefs  of  the  World  rears  her 
head  in  melancholy  majefty. 
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LETTER    XXXVI. 

Rome. 

YOU  will  not  be  furprifed  at  my  fileilce 
for  fome  weeks  pad.  On  arriving  at 
a  place  where  there  are  fo  many  interefting 
objed^s  as  at  Rome,  we  are  generally  felfifh 
enough  to  indulge  our  own  curiolity  very 
amply,  before  we  gratify  that  of  our 
friends  in  any  degree.  My  firft  care  was 
to  wait  on  the  Prince  Guiftiniani,  for 
whom  we  had  letters  from  Count  Mahoni, 
the  Spanifli  arabaflador  at  Vienna,  to  whofe 
niece  that  Prince  is  married.  Nothing 
can  exceed  the  politenefs  and  attention  the 
Prince  and  Princefs  have  fhewn.  He 
'  waited  immediately  on  the  Duke  of  Ha- 
milton, and  infifted  on  taking  us,  in  his 
own  carriage,  to  every  houfe  of  diftinftion. 
Two  or  three  hours  a  day  were  fpent  in 
this  ceremony.    After  being  once  prefented, 

no 
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fio    farther  introdudion  or  invitation  is 
ncceflary* 

Our  mornings  arc  generally  fpent  in 
vifiting  the  antiquities,  and  the  paintings 
m  the  palaces.  On  thofe  occafions  we  are 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Byres>  a  gentleman  of 
probity,  knowledge,  and  real  tafte.  We 
generally .  pafs  two  or  three  hours  every 
evening  at  the  Converfazionis ;  I  Ipeak  in 
the  plural  number,  for  we  are  fometimes 
at  feveral  in  the  fame  evening.  It  fre- 
quently happens,  that  three  or  four,  or 
more,  of  the  nobility,  have  thefe  afTemblies 
at  the  fame  time ;  and  almoft  all  the  com** 
pany  of  a  certain  rank  in  Rome  make  it  a 
point,  if  they  go  to  any,  to  go  to  all ;  fo 
that,  although  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
buftle,  and  a  continual  change  of  place^ 
there  is  fcarcely  any  change  of  company, 
or  any  variation  in  the  amufement,  except 
what  the  change  of  place  occafions :  but 
this  circumflance  alone  is  often  found  an 
ufeful  accomplice  in  the  murder  of  a  tedious 

evening  j 
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evening ;  for  when  the  company  find  no 
great  amufement  in  one  place,  they  fly  to 
another,  in  hopes  they  may  be  better  en- 
tertained. Thefe  hopes  are  generally  dis- 
appointed ;  but  that  does  not  prevent  them 
from  tr}ung  a  third,  and  a  fourth :  and 
although  to  whatever  length  the  experi- 
ment is  pufhed,  it  always  terminates  la 
new  difappointments,  yet,  at  lad,  the 
evening  is  difpatched ;  and,  without  this 
locomotive  refource,  I  have  feen  people  in 
danger  of  difpatching  themfelves.  Thia 
buftle,  and  running  about  after  obje^la 
which  give  no  permanent  fatisfadion,  and 
without  fully  knowing  whence  we  came^ 
or  whither  we  are  going,  you'll  fay,  is  a 
mighty  filly  bufmefs.  It  is  fo ; — and,  after 
all  the  fwelling  importance  that  fome  people 
aflume.  Pray  what  is  human  life  ? 

Having  told  you  what  five  or  fix  Con* 
verfazionis  are,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  give 
you  fome  idea  what  one  is.  Thefe  aflem- 
blies  are  always  in  the  principal  apartment 

of 
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of  the  palace^  which  is  generally  on  the 
fecondy  but  fometimes  on  the  third  floon 
It  is  not  always  perfedly  eafy  to  find  this 
apartment,  becaufe  it  fometimes  happens 
that  the  ftaircafe  is  very  ill  lighted.  On 
entering  the  hall,  where  the  footmen  of 
the  company  are  aflembled,  your  name  is 
pronounced  aloud,  by  fome  fervants  of  the 
family,  and  repeated  by  others,  as  you 
walk  through  feveral  rooms.  Thofe  whofe 
names  are  not  known,  are  announced  by 
the  general  denomination  of  i  Cavalieri 
Foreftieri,  or  Inglefi,  as  you  pafs  through 
the  difierent  rooms,  till  you  come  to  that 
in  which  the  company  are  aflembled,  where 
you  are  received  by  the  mafter  or  miflref^ 
of  the  houfe,  who  fits  exadly  within  the 
door  for  that  purpofe.  Having  made  a 
Ihort  compliment  there,  you  mix  with  the 
company,  which  is  fometimes  fo  large,  that 
none  but  the  ladies  can  have  the  conve- 
niency  of  fitting,  Notwithftanding  the 
great  fize  and  number  of  the  rooms  in 
the  Italian  palaces,  it  frequently  happens 
Vol.  I.  C  c  that 
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that  the  company  are  fo  prefled  together, 
that  you  can  with  di£Gculty  move  from  one 
room  to  another*  There  always  is  a 
greater  number  of  men  than  women  ;  da 
lady  comes  without  a  gentleman  to  hand 
her.  This  gentleman,  who  aSs  the  part  of 
Cavaliero  Servente,  may  be  her  relation 
in  any  degree,  or  her  lover,  or  both.  It  is 
allowed  him  to  be  conneQed  with  her  in 
any  way  but  one — he  muft  not  be  her 
hufband.  Familiarities  between  man  and 
wife  are  ftill  connived  at  in  this  country 
however,  provided  they  are  carried  on  in 
private  ;  but  for  a  man  to  be  feen  hand  in 
hand  with  his  wife,  in  public,  would  not  be 
tolerated. 


At  Cardinal  Berni's  aflembly,  which  is 
ufually  more  crowded  than  any  in  Rome,  the 
company  are  ferved  with  coflfee,  lemonade, 
and  icf  d  confections  of  various  kinds  j  but 
this  cuftom  is  not  univerfaU  In  fhort,  at  a 
Converfazione,  you  have  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  a  number  of  well-drefled  people,  you 

« 

fpeak 
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Ipeak  a  few  words  to  thofc  you  are  ac-* 
quainted  with,  you  bow  to  the  reft,  and  en- 
joy the  happinefs  of  being  fqueezed  artdf 
prefled  among  the  beft  company  in  Rome. 
I  do  not  know  what  more  can  be  faid  of 
thefe  aflemblies ;  only  it  may  be  neceflary, 

■ 

to  prevent  miftakes,  to  add,  that  a  Gonver-« 
fazione  is  a  place  where  there  is  no  coa« 
verfation.  They  break  up  about  nine 
o'clock,  all  but  a  fmall  fele£t  company, 
who  are  invited  to  fupper.  But  the  prefent 
race  of  Romans  are  by  no  means  fo  fond  of 
cbnvivial  entertainments,  as  their  prede- 
ceflbrt«  The  magnificence  of  the  Roman 
nobility  difplays  itfelf  now  in  other  articles 
than  the  luxuries  of  the  table :  they  gene- 
nerally  dine  at  home,  in  a  very  private  man* 
nen  Strangers  are  feldom  invited  to 
dinner,  except  by  the  foreign  ambafladors. 
The  hofpitality  of  Cardinal  Berni  alone 
makes  up  for  every  deficiency  of  that 
nature.  There  is  no  ambaflador  from  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain  at  Rome,  but  the 
Engliih   feel  no  want  of  one.      If  the 

C  c  2  French 
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French  Cardiaal  had  been  inftru&ed  by  hit 
court  to  be  peculiarly  attentive  to  them^ 
he  could  not  be  more  fo  than  he  is.  No- 
thing can  exceed  the  elegant  magnificence 
t)f  his  table,  nor  the  fplendid  hoipitality 
in  which  he  lives.  Years  have  not  impair* 
ed  the  wit  and  vivacity  for  which  he  was 
diftinguifhed  in  his  youth  ||  and  no  man 
could  fupport  the  pretenfions  of  the  Frendi 
nation  to  fuperior  politenefs,  better  thaa 
their  ambaflador  at  Rome. 

'  There  are  no  lamps  lighted  in  the  ftreett 
jit  night ;  and  all  Rome  would  be  in  utter 
darknefs,  were  it  not  for  the  candles,  which 
the  devotion  of  individuals  fometimes  place 
before  certain  ftatues  of  the  Virgin.  Thofe 
appear  faintly  glimmering  at  vaft  intervals^ 
like  ftars  in  a  cloudy  night.  The  lackeys 
carry  dark  lanthorns  behind  the  carriages 
of  people  of  the  firft  diftindion.  The 
Cardinals,  and  other  EcclefiafHcs,  do  not 
choofe  to  have  their  coaches  feen  before 
the  door  of  every  houfe  they  vifit.     In  the 

midft 
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Biidft  of  this  darknefs^  you  will  naturally 
conclude,  that  amorous  aflignations  in  the 
ftreets  are  not  unfrequent  among  the  in- 
ferior people.  When  a  carriage,  with  a 
lanthorn  behind  it,  accidentally  comes  near 
a  couple  who  do  not  wifh  to  be  known, 
one  of  them  calls  out,  ^^  Volti  la  lanterna," 
and  is  obeyed ;  the  carriage  pafling  with- 
out farther  notice  being  taken.  Venus,  as 
you  know,  has  always  been  particularly 
refpeded  at  Rome,  on  account  of  her  amour 
with  Anchifes. 

■■  Genus  unde  Latinum 

Albanique  patresj  atque  alcac  moenia  Roma:  \ 

The  Italians,  in  general,  have  a  remark- 
able air  of  gravity,  which  they  prefervc 
even  when  the  fubje(3:  of  their  converfation 
is  gay.  I  obferved  fomething  of  this  at 
Venice,  but  I  think  it  is  much  ftronger  at 
Rome*  The  Roman  ladies  have  a  languor 
in  their  countenances,  which  promifes  as 

*  Hence  the  fam'd  Latian  line,  and  fenatet  come» 

And  theproad  criomphs,  and  the  towVs  of  Rome.  Pitt. 

C  c  3  much 
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much  fenfibility  as  the  brifk  look  of  the 
French  j  and,  without  the  volubility  of  the 
latter,  or  the  franknefs  of  the  Venetian 
women,  they  feem  no  way  averfe  to  form 

connexions  with  Grangers.  The  Duke  of 
Hamilton  was  prefented  to  a  beautiful 
young  lady  at  one  of  the  airemblie&  lit 
the  courfe  of  converfation  he  happened  ta 
fay.  That  he  had  heard  (he  had  been  mar* 
ried  very  lately.  She  anfwered  with  pre- 
cipitation, ^*  Signo  fi— ma  mio  xnarito  ir 
•'  uno  Vecchio  *."  She  then  added,  fhaJdag 
her  head,  and  in  a  mod  affeding.  tone  of 
voice,  **  O  fantiflima  Virgine  quvito  ^■ 
♦*  Vecchio  !  t " 

*  y«»,  my  Lord— bat  my  hufband  is  an  old  maQt        ! 

t  O  holy  Virgin,  how  exceeding  old  he  is  { 
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Rome. 

AUTHORS  differ  very  much  in 
opihion  with  refpedt  to'  the  number 
6f  inhabitants  Which  Rome  contained  at  the 
period  when  it  was  moft  populous.  Some 
^CCouhts  make  them  feven  millions,  and 
Others  a  ftill  greater  number*  Thefe  feem 
all  to  be  incredible  exaggerations.  It  is 
not  probable,  that  what  is  properly  called 
the  city  df  Rome,  ever  extended  beyond 
the  wall  built  by  Belifkrius,  after  he  had 
defeated  the  Goths.  This  wall  has  been 
frequently  repaired  fmce,  and  is  flill  fland* 
ing ;  it  is  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  miles 
in  circuit,  which  is  nearly  the  fize  that 
Rome  was  of,  according  to  Pliny,  in  the 
days  of  Vefpafian.  Thofe  who  affert,  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  ancient  Rome, 
when  it  was  moft  populous,  could  not 
exceed  a-  million,  excluftVe  of  flaves,  are 

C  c  4  thought 
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though  moderate  in  their  calculation ;   but 

vrhen  we  confider  that  the  circumference  of 

thirteen  or  fourteen  miles  is  not  equal  to 

that  of  either  Paris  or  London ;   that  the 

Campus  Martins,  which  is  the  beft  built 

part  of  modern  Rome,  was  a  field,  without 

a  houfe  upon  it,  anciently ;    and  that  the 

rifing  ground,  where  St.  Peter's  church  and 

the  Vatican  (land,  was  no  part  of  old  Rome;. 

it  will  be  difficult  to  conceive  that  eyer 

Rome  could  boaft  a  million  of  inhabitants 

For  my  own  part,  if  the  wall  of  Beliiariu$ 

is  admitted  as  the  boundary  of  the  ancient 

city,  I  cannot  imagine  it  to  have,  at  any 

time,  contained  above  five  or  fix  hundred 

thoufand,  without  fuppofing  the  mafters  of 

the  world  to  have  been  the  worft  lodged 

people  in  it. 

But  if,  in  the  computations  above  men- 
tioned, the  fuburbs  are  included  j  if  thofc 
who  lived  without  the  walls  are  confidered 
as  inhabitants ;  in  that  cafe  there  will  be 
room  enough  for  any  number,  the  limits  of 
the  fuburbs  not  being  afcertained. 

The 
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The  buildings  immediately  without  the 
walls  of  Rome»  which  were  connededly 
continued    fo  as  to   merit  the  name   of 
fuburbs,    were   certainly   of  vaft  extent; 
and  with  thofe  of  the  town  itfelf,  mud: 
have  contained  a  prodigious  number  of  peo« 
pie.     By  a  calculation  made  by  Mr.  Byres^ 
the  Circus  Maximus  was  of  fufficient  fize 
to  accommodate  three  hundred  and  eighty 
thopfand  fpe&ators;  and  we  are  told  by 
the  Latin  poets,  that  it  was  ufually  fulL 
Now  if  allowance  is  made  for  the  fuper- 
annuatedy   the  fick,  and  infirm ;    alio  for 
children,  and  thofe  employed  in  their  pri- 
vate bufinefs,  and  for  ilaves,  who  were 
not  permitted    to  remain  in  the   Circus 
during  the  games ;    Mr.  Byres  imagines 
that  fuch  a  number  as  three  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  fpediators  could   not  be 
fupplied  by  a  city  and  fuburbs,  the  num- 
ber of  whofe  inhabitants  were  much  under 
three  millions. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  may  have  been  the  extent  of 
the  fuburbs  of  Rome,  it  is  probable  they 
were  only  formed  of  ordinary  houfes,  and 
inhabited    by    people    of    inferior    rank. 
There  are  no  remains  of  palaces,  or  mag- 
nificent buildings  of  any  kind,  to  be  now 
feen  near  the  walls,   or  indeed  over   the 
whole  Campania ;   yet  it  is  aiTerted  by  (bme 
authors,  that  this  wide  furface  was  peo- 
pled, at  one  period,  like  a  continued  cal- 
lage ;   and  we  are  told  of  ftrangers,  who, 
viewing  this  immenfe  plain  covered  with 
houfes,  imagined  they  had  already  entered 
Rome,  when  they  were  thirty  miles  horn 
the  walls  of  that  city. 

Some  of  the  feven  hills  on  which  Rome 
was  built,  appear  now  but  gentle  fwellings, 
owing  to  the  intervals  between  them  being 
greatly  raifed  by  the  rubbifh  of  ruined 
houfes.  Some  have  hardly  houfes  of  any 
kind  upon  them,  being  entirely  laid  out 
in  gardens  and  vineyards.     It  is  generally 

thought. 
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thought,    that    two-thirds  of  the  furface 
within  the  walls  are  in  this  fituation,  or 
covered  with  ruins;    and,  by  the  informa- 
tion I  have  the  greateft .  reliance  on,   the 
number  of  the   inhabitants  at  prefent  is 
about  one  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand^ 
which,   though  greatly  inferior  to    what 
Rome  contained  in  the  days  of  its  ancient 
power^  is  more  than  it  has  been,  for  the 
mofi  part,  able  to  boaft  fince  the  fall  of 
the    Empire.      There    is  good  authority 
for  believing  that  this  city,   at  particular 
periods  fince  that  time,  fome  of  them  not 
very  remote,  has  been  reduced  to  between 
thirty  and  forty  thoufand  inhabitants.   The 
numbers  have  gradually  increafed  during 
the  whole  of  this  century.      As  it  was 
much  lefs  expenfive  to  purchafe  new  ground 
for  building  upon,  than  to  clear  away  ruins 
which,  by  time,  had  acquired  the  confifl* 
cnce  of  rock,  great  part  of  the  modern  city , 
is  built  on  what  was  the  ancient  Campus 
Martiuif 

Some 
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Some  of  the  principal  flreets  are  of  con* 
fiderable  length,  and  perfedly  flraight.  That 
called  the  Corfo,  is  the  moft  frequented.  It 
runs  from  the  Porto  del  Popolo,  along  the 
fide  of  the  Campus  Martins,  next  to  the 
ancient  city.  Here  the  nobility  difplay  their 
equipages  during  the  carnival,  and  take  the 
air  in  the  evenings  in  fine  weather.  It  it 
indeed  the  great  fcene  of  Roman  magni« 
ficence  and  amufement. 

The  fhops  on  each  fide,  are  three  or  four 
feet  higher  than  the  ftreet ;  and  there  is  a 
path  for  the  conveniency  of  foot  paflengers^ 
on  a  level  vnth  the  fhops.  The  palaces, 
of  which  there  are  feveral  in  this  flreet, 
range  in  a  line  with  the  houfes,  having  no 
court  before  them,  as  the  hotels  in  Paris 
have;  and  not  being  fhut  up  from  the 
fight  of  the  citizens  by  high  gloomy  walls, 
as  Devonftiire  and  Burlington  houfes  in 
^ondon  are.  Such  difmal  barricades  are 
more  fuitable  to  the  unfocial  chara^Ser  of  a 

proud 
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proud  Baron,  in  the  days  of  ariftocratic 
tyranny,  than  to  the  hofpitable  benevolent 
difpofition  of  their  prefent  proprietors. 

The  Corfo,  I  have  faid,  commences  at 
the  fine  area  immediately  within  the  Porto 
del  Popolo.  This  is  the  gate  by  which  we 
entered  Rome ;  it  is  built  in  a  noble  ftyle 
of  elegant  fimplicity,  from  the  defign  of 
Michael  Angelo,  executed  by  Bernini. 

The  Strada  Felice,  in  the  higher  part  of 
the  city,  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
length  from  the  Triniti  del  Monte,  to  the 
church  of  St.  John  Lateran,  on  the  Pincean 
hilL  This  ftreet  runs  in  a  ftraight  line; 
but  the  view  is  interrupted  by  a  fine  church 
called  St.  Maria  Maggi'ore.  The  Strada 
Felice  is  crofled  by  another  firaight  (Ireet^ 
called  the  Strada  di  Porta  Pia,  terminated 
at  one  end  by  that  gate ;  and  at  the  other 
by  four  coloflal  ftatues  in  white  marble,  of 
two  horfes  led  by  two  men ;  fuppofed,  by 
fome,  to  be  feprefentations  of  Alexander 
taming  Bucephalus;  and,  according  to 
I  others^ 
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others,  of  Callor  and  Pollux.  They  are 
placed  before  the  Pope's  palace,  on  the  Qui- 
rinal  Hill)  and  have  a  noble  effe£t. 

It  would  be  more  difficult  to  convey  an 
idea  of  the  fmaller  and  lefs  regular  ftreets. 
I  fhall,  therefore,  only  obferve,  in  general, 
that  Rome  at  prefent  exhibits  a  ilrange 
mixture  of  magnificent  and  interefting, 
common  and  beggarly  objeds ;  the  former 
confifts  of  palaces,  churches,  fountains, 
and,  above  all,  the  remains  of  antiquity. 
The  latter  comprehend  all  the  reft  of  the 
city.  The  church  of  St.  Pqter's,  in  the 
opinion  of  many,  furpafles,  in  fize  and 
magnificence,  the  fincft  monuments  of  an- 
cient architedure.  The  Grecian  and  Ro- 
XEfan  temples  were  more  diftinguiflied  for 
the  elegance  of  their  form,  than  their 
magnitude.  The  Pantheon,  which  was 
ereded  to  all  the  gods,  is  the  moft  entire 
antique  temple  in  Rome.  It  is  faid,  that 
Michael  Angelo,  to  confirm  the  triumph 
of  modern  over  ancient  architedure,  made 

the 
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the  dome  of  St.  Peter's  of  the  fame  diameter 
with  the  Pantheon  j  raifmg  the  immenfe  fa- 
bric upon  four  pilafters ;  whereas  the  whole 
circle  of  the  rotunda  reds  upon  the  ground* 
This  great  artift,  perhaps,  was  delighted 
with  the  idea  of  being  thought  as  fuperior 
to  the  ancient  architeds,  as  he  was  con- 
fcious  of  being  inferior  to  fome  of  the 
fculptors  of  antiquity. 

All  who  have  feen  St.  P^tul's  in  Londoa 
may,  by  an  enlargement  of  its  dimenfions, 
form  fome  idea  of  the  external  appearance 
of  St.  Peter's.  But  the  refemblance  fails 
entirely  on  cortiparlng  them  within  j  St. 
Peter's  being  lined,  in  many  parts,  with 
the  moil  precious  and  beautiful  marble» 
adorned  with  valuable  pictures,  and  all  the 
powers  of  fculpture. 

The  approach  to  St.  Peter's  church  ex- 
cels that  to  St*  Paul's  in  a  ftill  greater  pro- 
jportion,  than  the  former  furpafles  the  lat- 
ter either  in  fize,  or  in  the  richnefs  and 
beauty  of  the  internal  ornaments.     A  mag- 

7  nificent 
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nificent  portico  advances  on  each  fide  from 
the  front,  by  which  means  a  fqnare  court  b 
formed  immediately  before  the  fteps  which 
lead  into  the  church.     The  two  porticoes 
form  two  fides  of  the  fquare,  the  third  is 
clofed  by  the  front  of  the  church,  and  the 
fourth  is  open.    A  colonnade,  four  columns 
deep,  commences  at  the  extremities  of  the 
porticoes ;   and  embracing,  in  an  oval  di-- 
re£tion,  a  fpace  far  wider  than  the  fquare, 
forms  the  moft  magnificent  area  that  per- 
haps ever  was  feen  before  any  buildings 
This  oval  colonnade   is  crowned  with  a 
baluftrade,  ornamented  by  a  great  number 
of  flatues;    and  confifts  of  above  three 
hundred  large  pillars,   forming  three  fe- 
parate  walks,  which  lead  to  the  advanced 
portico,  and  from  that  into  the  church,     la 
the  middle  of  the  immenfe  area,  flands  an 
Egyptian  obelifk  of  granite;    and  to  the 
right  and  left  of  this,  two  very  beautiful 
fountains    refrefh    the    atmofphere    with 
flreams  of  clear  water.     The  delighted  eye 
glancing  over  thefe  fplendid  objefts,  would 

refl 
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reft  with  complete  fatisfadion  on  the  flu- 
pendous  fabric  to  which  they  ferve  as  em- 
bellifhments,  if  the  fa9ade  of  this  celebrated 
church  had  been  equal  in  beauty  and  ele- 
gance to  the  reft  of  the  building.  But  this 
is  by  no  means  the  cafe,  and  every  impar- 
tial judge  muft  acknowledge,  that  the  front 
of  St.  Peter's  is,  in  thofe  particulars,  infe- 
rior to  that  of  our  St.  Paul's. 

The  length  of  St.  Peter's,  taken  on  the 
outiide,  is  exadly  fcven  hundred  and  thirty 
feet ;  the  breadth  five  hundred  and  twenty ; 
and  the  height,  from  the  pavement  to  the  top 
of  the  crofs,  which  crowns  the  cupola,  four 
hundred  and  fifty.  The  grand  portico  before 
the  entrance,  is  two  hundred  and  fixteen 
feet  in  length,  and  forty  in  breadth. 

It  is  ufual  to  defire  ftrangers,  on  their 
firft  entering  this  church,  to  guefs  at  the 
fize  of  the  objedls,  which,  on  account  of 
the  diftance,  always  feem  lefs  than  they  are 
in  reality.  The  ftatues  of  the  Angels,  ia 
particular,  which  fupport  the  founts  of  holy 

Vol/  I.  D  d  water, 
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water,  when  viewed  from  the  door,  feem 
no  bigger  than  children;  but  'when  you 
approach  nearer,  you  perceive  they  are  fix 
feet  high.  We  make  no  fuch  miftake  on 
feeing  a  living  man  at  the  fame,  or  a  greater 
diftance;  becaufc  the  knowledge  w^e  have 
of  a  man's  real  fize  precludes  the  poflibi- 
lity  of  our  being  miflaken,  and  w^e  make 
allowance  for  the  diminution  which  diftance 
occafions  j  but  Angels,  and  other  figures  in 
fculpture,  having  no  determined  ftandard, 
but  being  under  the  arbitrary  will  of  the 
ftatuary,  who  gives  them  the  bulk  of  giants 
or  dwarfs  as  beft  fuits  his  purpofe,  we  do 
not  know  what  allowance  to  make ;  and 
the  eye,  unufed  to  fuch  large  maffes,  is  con- 
founded, and  incapacitated  from  forming  a 
right  judgment  of  an  object  fix  feet  high, 
or  of  any  other  dimenfions,  which  it  was 
not  previoufly  acquainted  with. 

It  is  not  my  defign  to  attempt  a  defcription 
of  the  ftatues,  baflb  relievos,  columns,  pic- 
tures, and  various  ornaments  of  this  church ; 

fuch 
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fuch  an  account,  faithfully  executed,  would 
fill  volumes.  The  fineft  of  all  the  orna- 
ments have  a  probability  of  being  longer 
preferved  than  would  once  have  been  ima- 
gined, by  the  aftonifliing  improvements 
which  have  of  late  been  made  in  the  art  of 
copying  piftures  in  Mofaic.  Some  of  the 
artifts  here,  have  already  made  copies  with 
a  degree  of  accuracy,  which  nobody  could 
believe  who  had  not  feen  the  performances. 
By  this  means,  the  works  ^of  Raphael,  and 
other  great  painters,  will  be  tranfmitted  to  a 
later  pofterity  than  they  themfelvcs  expeft- 
ed;  and  although  all  the  beauty  of  the 
originals  cannot  be  retained  in  the  copy,  it 
would  be  grofs  affediation  to  deny  that  a 
great  part  of  it  is.  How  happy  would  it 
make  the  real  lovers  of  the  art  in  this  age,  to 
have  fuch  fpecimens  of  the  genius  of  Zeuxis, 
Apelles,  and  other  ancient  painters ! 

It  has  been  frequently  remarked,  that  the 
proportions  of  this  church  are  fo  fine,  and 
the  fymmetry  of  its  different  parts  fo  exqui- 

D  d  2  fite, 
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lite,  that  the  whole  feems  condderably 
fmaller  than  it  really  is.  It  was,  however, 
certainly  intended  to  appear  a  great  and 
fublime  objedt,  and  to  produce  admiration 
by  the  vaflnefs  of  its  dlmenfions.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  be  of  opinion,  that  any  thing 
which  has  a  tendency  to  defeat  this  cSc€t^ 
can  with  propriety  be  called  an  excellence. 
I  fhould  on  the  contrary  imagine,  that  if 
the  archited:  could  have  made  the  church 
appear  larger  than  it  is  in  reality,  this  would 
have  been  a  more  defirable  effed ;  provided 
it  could  have  been  produced  without  dimi- 
nifhing  our  admiration  in  fome  more  mate- 
rial point.  If  this  could  not  be  accompliih- 
ed;  if  it  is  abfolutely  certain,  that  thofe 
proportions  in  architedlure,  which  produce 
the  moft  beautiful  effedl  on  the  whole,  al- 
ways make  a  building  feem  fmaller  than  it 
is;  this  ought  rather  to  be  mentioned  as 
an  unfortunate  than  as  a  fortunate  circum- 
(lance.  The  more  I  refled  on  this,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  the  more  certain,  that  no  fyftem 
of  proportions,    which  has  the  cffeA  of 

making 
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making  a  large  building  appear  fmall,  is 
therefore  excellent.  If  the  property  of  re- 
ducing great  things  to  little  ones  is  inherent 
in  all  harmonious  proportions ;  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  an  imperfedion,  and  much  to  be 
lamented.  In  fmall  buildings,  where  we 
expeft  to  derive  our  pleafure  from  grace 
and  elegance,  the  evil  may  be  borne ;  but 
in  edifices  of  vaft  dimenfions,  capable  of 
fublimity  from  their  bulk,  the  vice  of  dimir 
nifhing  is  not  to  be  compenfated  by  har- 
mony* The  fublime  has  no  equivalent* 


Dd  3 
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Rome. 

TH  E  grand  proceffioa  of  the  Pofleflb 
took  place  a  few  days  ago.  This 
is  a  ceremony  performed  by  every  Pope, 
as  foon  as  conveniency  will  permit,  after 
the  Conclave  has  declared  in  his  favour.  It 
is  equivalent  to  the  coronation  in  England, 
or  the  confecration  at  Rheims.  On  this 
occafion,  the  Pope  goes  to  the  Bafilica  of 
St.  John  Lateran,  and,  as  the  phrafe  is, 
takes  pofleflion  of  it.  This  church,  they 
tell  you,  is  the  mod  ancient  of  all  the 
churches  in  Rome,  and  the  mother  of  all 
the  churches  in  Chriftendom.  When  he  has 
got  pofleflion  of  this,  therefore,  he  mt/^  be 
the  real  head  of  the  Chriftian  church,  and 
Chrift:'s  vicegerent  upon  earth.  From  St, 
John  Lateran's,  he  proceeds  to  the  Capitol, 
and  receives  the  keys  of  that  fortrefs ;  after 
which,  it  is  equally  clear,  that  as  an  earthly 
prince,  he  thought,  like  the  ancient  pjflef-^ 

fors 
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fors  of  the  Capitol,  to  have  a  fupremacy 
over  all  kings. 

The  Prince  Guiftiniani  procured  a  place 
for  us,  at  the  Senator's  houfe  in  the  Capi- 
tol, from  whence  we  might  fee  the  procef- 
fion  to  the  greateft  advantage.  On  arriv- 
ing, we  were  furprifed  to  find  the  main 
body  of  the  Palace,  as  well  as  the  Palazzo 
de  Confervatori,  and  the  Mufeum,  which 
form  the  two  wings,  all  hung  with  crimfoa 
filk,  laced  with  gold.  The  bafes  and  capi- 
tals of  the  pillars  and  pilafters,  where  the 
filk  could  not  be  accurately  applied,  were 
gilt.  Only  imagine,  what  a  figure  the 
Farnefian  Hercules  would  make,  drefled  in 
a  filk  fuit,  like  a  French  petit-maitre.  To 
cover  the  noble  fimplicity  of  Michael  An- 
gelo's  architefture  with  fuch  frippery  by 
way  of  ornament,  is,  in  my  mind,  a  piece 
of  refinement  equally  laudable. 

Throwing  an  eye  on  the  Pantheon,  and 
comparing  it  with  the  Campidoglio  in  its 

D  d  4  prefent 
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prefent  drefs,  the  beauty  and  juftne£s  of  the 
following  lines  feemed  more  flriking  than 
ever. 

Mark,  how  the  dread  Pantheon  Hands, 
Amid  thfe  domes  of  modern  hands^ 
Amid  the  toys  of  idle  ftate, 
How  fimply,  how  fcverely  great ! 

We  were  led  to  a  balcony,  where  a  num-« 
ber  of  ladies  of  the  firft  diftindion  in  Rome 
were  affembled.  There  were  no  men  ex- 
cepting a  very  few  ftrangers ;  moft  part  of 
the  Roman  noblemen  have  fome  fun£kion 
in  the  proceflion.  The  inftant  of  his 
Holinefs's  departure  from  the  Vatican, 
was  announced  by  a  difcharge  of  cannon 
from  the  caftle  of  St.  Angcloj  on  the 
top  of  which,  the  ftandard  of  the  church 
had  been  flying  ever  fmce  morning.  We 
had  a  full  view  of  the  cavalcade,  on  its 
return  from  the  church,  as  it  afcended 
to  the  Capitol.  The  officers  of  the  Pope's 
horfe  guards  were  drefled  in  a  ftyle  equally 
rich  and    becoming.      It    was   fomething 

between 
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between  the  Hungarian  and  Spanlfh  dref&r 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  King  of 
Pruflia  would  approve  of  the  great  pro- 
fufion  of  plumage  they  wore  in  their  hats ; 
but  it  is  pidlurefque,  and  {howy  qualities  are 
the  moft  effential  to  the  guards  of  his  Holi- 
ilefs.  The  Swifs  guards  were,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  drefled  with  lefs  propriety ;  their 
uniforms  were  real  coats  of  mail,  with  iron 
helmets  on  their  heads,  as  if  they  had  been 
tortake  the  Capitol  by  ftorm,  and  expeded  a 
vigorous  refiftance.  Their  appearance  was 
ftrongly  contrafted  with  that  of  the  Roman 
Barons,  who  were  on  horfeback,  without 
boots,  and  in  full  drefs;  each  of  them 
was  preceded  by  four  pages,  their  hair 
hanging  in  regular  ringlets  to  the  middle 
of  their  backs :  they  were  followed  by  a 
number  of  fervants  in  rich  liveries.  Bifhops 
and  other  ecclefiaftics  fucceeded  the  Ba- 
rons ;  and  then  came  the  Cardinals  on 
horfeback  in  their  purple  robes,  which 
covered  every  part  of  the  horfes,  except 
the  head.     You  may  be  fure  that  the  horfes, 

employed 
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employed  at  fuch  ceremonies,  are  the 
gentleft  that  can  be  found  j  for  if  they  were 
at  all  unruly,  they  might  not  only  injure 
the  furrounding  crowd,  but  throw  their 
Eminences,  who  are  not  celebrated  for 
their  Ikill  in  horfemanfliip.  Laft  of  all 
comes  the  Pope  himfelf,  mounted  on  a 
milk  white  mule,  diftributing  bleffings 
with  an  unfparing  hand  among  the  mul« 
titude,  who  follow  him  with  acclamations 
of  Viva  il  Santo  Padre  *  !  and,  proftrating 
themfelves  on  the  ground  before  his  mule, 
Benedizione,  Santo  Padre  f .  The  Holy 
Father  took  particular  care  to  wave  his 
hand  in  tjie  form  of  the  crofs,  that  the 
bleflings  he  pronounced  at  the  fame  in- 
ftant  might  have  the  greater  efficacy.  As 
his  Holinefs  is  employed  in  this  manner 
during  the  whole  proceffion,  he  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  give  the  leaft  attention  to  his 
mule,  the  bridle  of  which  is  held  by  two 


*  Long  live  the  Holy  Father ! 
t  Your  blcffing,  holy  Father, 


perfons 
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perfons  who  walk  by  his  fule,  with  fome 
others,  to  catch  the  infallible  Father  of  the 
Church,  and  prevent  his  being  thrown 
to  .the  ground,  in  cafe  the  mule  (hould 
{lumble. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  Capitol  he  was 
met  by  the  Senator  of  Rome,  who,  falling 
on  his  knees,  delivered  the  keys  into  the 
hands  of  his  Holinefs,  who  pronounced  a 
blefling  over  him,  and  reftorcd  him  the 
keys.  Proceeding  from  the  Capitol,  the 
Pope  was  met  by  a  deputation  of  Jews, 
foon  after  he  had  pafled  through  the  Arch 
of  Titus.  They  were  headed  by  the  chief 
Rabbi,  who  prefented  him  with  a  long 
fcroU  of  parchment,  on  which  is  written 
the  whole  law  of  Mofes  in  Hebrew.  His 
Holinefs  received  the  parchirent  in  a  very 
gracious  manner,  telling  the  Rabbi  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  accepted  his  pre  fen  t  out 
of  refpe£t  to  the  law  itlllf,  but  ^.iuircly  re-' 
jeded  his  interpretation :  .  for  the  ancient 
law,  having  been  fulailcd  by  the  coming 

of 
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of  the  Meffiah,  was  no  longer  in  force.  As 
this  was  not  a  convenient  time  or  place 
for  the  Rabbi  to  enter  into  a  controverly 
upon  the  fubjedl,  he  bowed  his  head  .in 
filence,  and  retired  with  his  countrymen, 
ia  the  full  convidion,  that  the  falfehood  of 
the  Pope's  aflertion  would  be  made  mani- 
feft  to  the  whole  univerfe  in  due  time. 
His  Holinefs,  mean  while,  proceeded  in 
triumph,  through  the  principal  ftreets,  to 
the  Vatican. 

This  proceffion,  I  am  told,  is  one  of  the  ' 
moft  fliowy  and  magnificent  which  takes 
place,  on  any  occafion,  in  this  city ;  where 
there  are  certainly  more  folemn  exhibitions 
of  the  fame  kind  than  in  any  other  coun- 
try ;  yet,  on  the  whole,  I  own  it  did  not 
afford  me  much  fatisfadion ;  nor  could  all 
their  pomp  and  finery  prevent  an  uneafy 
recoUedlion,  not  unmixed  with  fentiments 
of  indignation,  from  obtruding  on  my 
mind.  To  feel  unmixed  admiration  in  be- 
holding the  Pope  and  his  Cardinals  march- 
ing 
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log  in  triumph  to  the  Capitol,  one  muft 
forget  thofe  who  walked  in  triumph  for- 
merly to  the  fame  place  j  forget  entirely 
that  fuch  men  as  Camillus,  Scipio,  Paulus 
^milius,  and  Pompey,  ever  exifted ;  they 
muft  forget  Cato,  whofe  campaign  in 
Africa  was  fo  much  admired  by  Lucan, 
that  he  declares,  he  would  rather  have  had 
the  glory  of  that  fmgle  campaign,  than 
Pompey*8  three  triumphs,  and  all  the 
honour  he  obtained  by  finifhing  the  Jugur* 
than  war. 

Hunc    ego    per    Syrtes,    Libyaeque    cxtrcma 

triumphum 
Ducere  maluerim,  quam  ter  Capitolia  curru 
Scandere  Pompeii,   quam   frangere   coUa  Ju- 
gurthae  *. 

We  muft  forget  Caius  Caffius,   Marcus 
Brutus,  and  all  the  great  and  virtuous  men 

*  This  triumphy  this,  on  Libya's  utmoft  bound. 
With  death  and  dcfolation  coropafsM  round. 
To  all  thy  glories,  Pompey,  I  prefer. 
Thy  trophies,  and  thy  third  triumphal  car; 
To  Marius'  mighty  name,  and  great  Jugurthine  war. 

RowB. 

6  of 
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of  ancient  Rome,  whom  we  have  admired 
from  our  childhood,  and  of  whofe  great 
qualities  our  admiration  increafes  with  our 
experience  and  knowledge  of  the  prefent 
race  of  mankind.  To  be  in  the  Capitol, 
and  not  think  and  fpeak  of  the  worthies 
of  the  ancient  Republic,  is  almofl:  im-* 
poffible. 

Quis  te  magne  Cato  tacitum;    aut  te  Coflc 

relinquat  ? 
Quis  Gracchi  genus  ?  aut  geminos,  duo  fulmina 

belli, 
Scipiadas,  &c.  &c.  *. 


What  tongue,  juft  Cato,  can  thy  prj 
Or  each  brave  Scipio's  noble  deeds  d 
Afric's  dread  foes«  two  thanderboUs 


} 
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ff     LETTER     XXXIX. 

Rome. 

HAVING  faid  fo  much  of  St.  Peter's, 
unqueftionably  the  fined  piece  of 
modern  archite<3:ure  in  Rome,  allow  me 
to  mention  fome  of  the  heft  fpecimens 
of  the  ancient.  I  fhall  begin  with  the 
Pantheon,  which,  though  not  the  largeft 
.  of  the  Roman  temples,  is  the  moft 
perfedt  which  now  remains.  The  Tem- 
ple of  Jupiter  Capitolinus,  and  the  Tem- 
ple of  Peace,  if  we  may  truft  to  the  ac- 
counts we  have  of  the  firft,  and  to  the  ruins 
of  the  fecond,  in  the  Campo  Vaccino,  were 
both  much  larger  than  the  Pantheon,  In 
fpite  of  the  depredations  which  this  laft- 
has  fuftained  from  Goths,  Vandals,  and- 
Popes,  it  ftill  remains  a  beauteous  monu- 
ment of  Roman  tafte.  The  pavilion  of 
the  great  altar,  which  ftands  under  the 
cupola  in  St.  Peter's,  and  the  four  wreathed* 

I  pillars 
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pillars  of  Corinthian  brafs  which  fupport  it, 
were  formed  out  of  the  fpoils  of  the  Pan- 
theon, which,  after  all,  and  with  tlie 
weight  of  eight  hundred  years  upon  its 
head,  has  ftill  a  probability  of  outliving  its 
proud  rapacious  rival.  From  the  round 
form  of  this  temple,  it  has  obtained  the 
name  of  Rotunda.  Its  height  is  a  hundred 
and  fifty  feet,*  and  its  diameter  nearly  the 
fame.  Within,  it  is  divided  into  eight 
parts ;  the  gate  at  which  you  enter  form- 
ing one ;  the  other  feven  compartments, 
if  they  may  be  fo  called,  are  each  of  them 
diftinguifhed  by  two  fluted  Corinthian 
pillars,  and  as  many  pilafters  of  Giallo 
Antico.  The  capitals  and  bafes  are  of 
white  marble ;  thefe  fupport  a  circular  en- 
tablature. The  wall  is  perpendicular  for 
half  the  height  of  the  temple  j  it  then 
flopes  forward  as  it  afcends,  the  circum- 
ference gradually  diminifliing,  till  it  termi- 
nates in  an  opening  of  about  twenty-five 
feet  diameter.  There  arc  no  windows ;  the 
central  opening  in  the  vault  admitting  a 

fufficiency 
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fuflSciency  of  light,  has  a  much  finer  effe<9: 
than  windows  could  have  had.  No  great  in- 
conveniency  can  happen  from  this  opening. 
The  conical  form  of  the  temple  prevents  the 
rain  from  falling  near  the  walls  where  the 
altars  now  are,  and  where  the  ftatues  of  the 
gods  were  formerly  placed.  The  rain  which 
£ills  in  the  middle  immediately  drills  through 
holes  which  perforate  a  large  piece  of  por- 
phyry that  forms  the  centre  of  the  pavement, 
the  whole  of  which  confifts  of  various  pieces 
of  marble,  agate,  and  other  materials,  which 
have  been  picked  up  from  the  ruins,  and  now 
compofe  a  fmgular  kind  of  Mofaic  work. 

The  portico  was  added  by  Marcus 
Agrippa,  the  fon-in-law  of  Auguftus.  It 
is  fupported  by  fixteen  pillars  of  granite, 
five  feet  in  diameter,  and  of  a  fingle  piece 
each.  Upon  the  fi-ieze,  in  the  fi-ont,  is  the 
following  iftfcription  in  large  capitals  : 

M.  AGRIPPA  L.  F.  CONSUL  TERTIUM  FECIT  •. 

*  Founded  by  Marcus  Agrippa>  the  fon  of  Lucius^  dur- 
ing his  third  confulihip. 

Vol.  I.  E  e  Some 
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Some  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Pantheon  is 
much  more  ancient  than  the  Auguflan  age, 
and  that  the  portico,  which  is  the  only  part 
thofe  antiquarians  admit  to  be  the  work  of 
Agrippa,  though  beautiful  in  itfelf,  does  not 
correfpond  with  the  fimplicity  of  the  temple. 

As  the  Pantheon  is  the  moft  entire,  the 
Amphitheatre  of  Vefpafian  is  the  moft  ftu- 
pendous,  monument  of  antiquity  in  Rome. 
It  was  finifhed  by  his  fon  Titus,  and  ob- 
tained the  name  of  ColofTeum,  afterwards 
corrupted  into  Colifeum,  from  a  coloflfal  ftatue 
of  Apollo  which  was  placed  before  it-  This 
Vaft  ftrudlure  was  built  of  Tiburtine  ftone, 
which  is  remarkably  durable.  If  the  public 
buildings  of  the  ancient  Romans  had  met 
with  no  more  inveterate  enemy  than  Time, 
we  might,  at  this  day,  contemplate  the  great«- 
er  number  in  all  their  original  perfed^ion  ; 
they  were  formed  for  the  admiration  of 
much  remoter  ages  than  the  prefent.  This 
Amphitheatre   in    particular    might    have 

flood 
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ftood  entire  for  two  thoufand  years  to  come  i 
For  what  are  the  flow  corrofions  of  time, 
in  comparifon  of  the  rapid  deftrudion  from 
the  fury  of  Barbarians,  the  zeal  of  Bigots, 
and  the  avarice  of  Popes  and  Cardinals  ? 
The  firft  depredation  made  on  this  ftupen- 
dous  building,  was  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Rome   themfelves,    at    that   time   greater 
Goths  than  their  conqueror.     We  are  told, 
they  applied  to   Theodoric,    whofe  court 
was  then  at  Ravenna,  for  liberty  to  take 
the  ftones  of  this  Amphitheatre  for  fome 
public  work  they  were  carrying  on.     The 
marble  cornices,  the  friezes,  and  other  or- 
naments of  this  building,  have  been  carried 
away,  at  various  times,  to  adorn  palaces ; 
and  the  ftones  have  been  taken  to  build 
churches,  and  fometimes  to  repair  the  walls 
of  Rome,  the  moft  ufelefs  work  of  all.     For 
of  what  importance  are   walls  to  a  city, 
without  a  garrifon,  and  whofe  moft  power- 
ful artillery  affeds  not  the  bodies,  but  only 
the  minds,  of  men  ?  About  one  half  of  the 
external  circuit  ftill  remains,  from  which, 

£  e  2  and 
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and  the  ruins  of  the  other  parts,  a  pretty 
exad  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  original 
ftrudure.  By  a  computation  made  by  Mr. 
Byres,  it  could  contain  eighty-five  thoufaiid 
fpedators,  making  a  convenient  allowance 
for  each.  Fourteen  chapels  are  now  ere^ed 
within  fide,  reprefenting  the  ftages  of  our 
Saviour's  paflion.  This  expedient  of  con- 
fecrating  them  into  Chriftian  chapels  and 
churches,  has  feved  fomc  of  the  fineft  re^ 
mains  of  Heathen  magnificence  firom  utter 
deflrudion* 

Our  admiration  of  the  Romans  is  tem- 
pered with  horror,  when  we  refledl  on  the 
ufe  formerly  made  of  this  immenfe  build- 
ing, and  the  dreadful  fcencs  which  were 
adted  on  the  Arena ;  where  not  only  crimi- 
nals condemned  to  death,  but  alfo  prifon- 
ers  taken  in  war,  were  obliged  to  butcher 
each  other,  for  the  entertainment  of  an 
inhuman  populace.  The  combats  of  gla- 
diators were  at  firft  ufed  in  Rome  at  fune- 
rals only,  where  prifoners  were  obliged  to 

aflume 
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affume  that  profeffion,  and  fight  before  the 
tombs  of  deceafed  Generals  or  Magiftrates, 
in  imitation  of  the  barbarous  cuftom  of  the 
Greeks,  of  facrificing  captives  at  the  tombs 
of  their  heroes. 


This  horrid  piece  of  magnificence,  which, 
at  firft,  was  exhibited  only  on  the  death  of 
Confuls,  and  men  of  the  higheft  diftindion, 
came  gradually  to  be  claimed  by  every  citizen 
who  was  fufficiently  rich  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence;  and  as  the  people's  fondnefs  for 
thefe  combats  increafed  every  day,  they 
were  no  longer  confined  to  funeral  folemnl- 
ties,  but  became  cuftomary  on  days  of  pub- 
lic rejoicing,  and  were  exhibited,  at  amazing 
expence,  by  fome  Generals  after  vidlories. 
In  the  progrefs  of  riches,  luxury,  and  vice, 
it  became  a  profeflion  in  Rome  to  deal  in 
gladiators.  Men  called  Laniftse  made  it 
their  bufinefs  to  purchafe  prifoners  and 
flavesy  to  have  them  inftrudled  in  the  ufe  of 
the  various  weapons ;  and  when  any  Ro-** 
man  chofe  to  amufe  the  people  with  their 

E  e  3  favourite 
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favourite  fliow,  or  to  entertain  a  fele£):  com-* 
pany  of  his  own  friends  upon  any  particu- 
lar occafion,  he  applied  to  the  Laniftse ;  who, 
for  a  fixed  price,  furniflied  him  with  as 
many  pairs  of  thofe  unhappy  combatants 
as  he  required.  They  had  various  names 
given  to  tliem,  according  to  the  different 
manner  in  which  they  were  armed.  To- 
wards the  end  of  the  republic,  fome  of  the 
rich  and  powerful  citizens  had  great  nmn- 
bers  of  gladiators  of  their  own,  who  were 
daily  exercifed  by  the  Laniflas,  and  always 
kept  ready  for  fighting  when  ordered  by  their 
proprietor,  Thofe  who  were  often  vi£tori-» 
ous,  or  had  the  good  fortune  to  pleafe  their 
mailers,  had  their  liberty  granted  them,  on 
which  they  generally  quitted  their  profef- 
'  fion ;  though  it  fometimes  happened,  that 

thofe  who  were  remarkably  fkilful,  continued 
it,  either  from  vanity  or  poverty,  even  after 
they  had  obtained  their  freedom ;  and  the 
applaufe  beftowed  on  thofe  gladiators,  had 
the  effe<3:  of  inducing  men,  born  free,  to 
choofe  this  for  a  profeflion,   which  they 

exercifed 
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cxcrcifed  for  money,  till  age  impaired  their 
ftrength  and  addrefs.  They  then  hung  up 
their  arms  in  the  temple  of  Hercules,  and 
appeared  no  more  on  the  Arena. 

Veianius  armis 
Hcrculis  ad  poftcm  fixis  latct  abditus  agro, 
Nc  populum  extrema  toties  exoret  Arena  *. 

There  were  many  Amphitheatres  at 
Rome,  in  other  towns  in  Italy,  and  in 
many  provinces  of  the  empire  j  but  this  of 
Vefpafian  was  the  largeft  that  ever  was 
built.  That  at  Verona  is  the  next  in  fize 
in  Italy,  and  the  remains  of  the  Amphi- 
theatre at  Nimes,  in  the  fouth  of  France, 
prove,  that  it  was  the  mod  magnificent 
ftrudture  of  this  kind  in  any  of  the  Roman 
provinces.  The  Romans  were  fo  exceflively 
fond  of  thefe  exhibitions,  that  wherever 
colonies  were  eftablifhed,  it  was  found 
requifite  to  give  public  fliews  of  this  kind, 
to  induce  the  emigrants  to  remain  in  their 

♦  Secure  in  his  retreat  Vcjanias  lies ; 

Hangs  up  his  arms,  nor  courts  the  doubtful  prize  ; 

Wifely  refolved  to  tempt  his  fate  no  more. 

Or  the  light  crowd  for  his  difcharge  implore.     Francis. 

E  e  4  new 
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new  country ;  and  in  the  provinces  where 
it  was  thought  neceflary  that  a  confiderable 
body  of  troops  ftiould  remain  conftantly, 
ftru£tures  of  this  kind  were  eredted  at  vaft 
labour  and  expence,  and  were  found  the  . 
beft  means  of  inducing  the  young  officers 
to  fubmit  cheerfully  to  a  long  abfence  from 
the  capital,  and  of  preventing  the  commoa 
foldiers  from  defertion.     The  profufioa  of 
human   blood,    which   was  Ihed    in    the 
Arena,  by  the  cruel  prodigality  of  the  Em- 
perors,  and   the  refinements  which  ^ere 
invented  to  augment  the  barbarous  pleafure 
of  the  fpedators,  are  proofs  of  the  dread- 
ful degree  of  corruption  and  depravity  to 
which  human  nature  is  capable  of  attain- 
ing, even  among  a  learned  and  enlightened 
people,    when  unreftrained   by  the   mild 
precepts  of  a  benevolent  religion.     We  are 
told,  that  the  gladiators  bred  for  the  ufe 
of  particular  patricians,    as   well  as  thofe 
kept  for .  hire  by  the  Laniftae,    were,  for 
fome  weeks  before  they  appeared  in    the 
Arena,   fed  upon  fuch  fucculent   diet,    as 

would  fponeft  fill  their  veins,   that  they 

might; 
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might  bleed  freely  at  every  wound.  They 
were  inftrudled  by  the  Laniftae,  not  only  ia 
the  art  of  fighting,  but  alfo  in  the  moft 
graceful  manner  of  dying ;  and  when  thofe 
wretched  men  felt  themfelves  mortally 
wounded,  they  afTumed  fuch  attitudes  as 
they  knew  pleafed  the  beholders ;  and  they 
feemed  to  receive  pleafure  themfelves  from 
the  applaufe  beflowed  upon  them  in  their 
laft  moments. 

When  a  gladiator  was  thrown  by  his 
antagonift  to  the  ground,  and  diredly  laid 
down  his  arms,  it  was  a  fign  that  he  could 
refift  no  longer,  and  declared  himfelf 
vanquiflied ;  but  ftill  his  life  depended  on 
the  fpedators.  If  they  Were  pleafed  with 
his  performance,  or  in  a  merciful  difpo- 
fition,  they  held  up  their  hands,  with  the 
thumb  folded  down,  and  the  life  of  the 
man  was  fpared ;  but  if  they  were  in  the 
humour  to  fee  him  die,  they  held  up  the 
hand  clenched,  with  the  thumb  only  eredl. 
As  foon  as  the  proftrate  vi£lim  beheld  that 

fatal 
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fatal  fignal,  he  knew  all  hopes  of  life  were 
rain,  and  immediately  prefented  his  breaft 
to  the  fword  of  his  adverfary,  who,  what- 
ever his  own  inclinations  might  be,  was 
obliged  to  put  him  to  death  inftantly. 

As  thefe   combats  formed  the  fupreme 
pleafure  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rome,  the 
moft  cruel  of  their  Emperors  were  fome* 
times  the  moft  popular ;    merely  becaufe 
they  gratified  the  people,  without  reftraint, 
in  their  favourite  amufement.    When  Mar* 
cus  Aurelius  thought  it  neceflary,  for  the 
public  fervice,  to  recruit  his  army  from  the 
gladiators  of  Rome ;  it  raifed  more  difcon-^ 
tent  among  the  populace,  than  many  of  the 
wildeft  pranks  of  Caligula.     In  the  times  of 
fome  of  the  Emperors,  the  lower  clafs  of 
Roman  citizens  were  certainly  as  worthlefs  a 
fet  of  men  as  ever  exifted  ;   ftained  with  all 
the  vices  which  arife  from  idlenefs  and  de* 
petidence  ;  living  upon  the  largefles  of  the 
great ;  pafling  their  whole  time  in  the  Qrcus 
and  Amphitheatres,  where  every  fentiment 

3  of 
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of  humanity  was  annihilated  within  their 
breads,  and  where  the  agonies  and  torments 
of  their  fellow-creatures  were  their  chief 
paftime.  That  no  occafion  might  be  loft 
of  indulging  this  favage  tafte  of  the  popu- 
lace, criniinals  were  condemned  to  fight 
with  wild  beads  in  the  Arena,  or  were  ex- 
pofed,  unarmed,  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by 
them ;  at  other  times,  they  were  blind- 
folded, and  in  that  condition  obliged  to  cut 
and  daughter  each  other.  So  that,  indead 
of  viftims  folemnly  facrificed  to  public 
judice,  they  feemed  to  be  brought  in  as  buf- 
foons to  raife  the  mirth  of  the  fpedtators. 

The  pradice  of  domedic  flavery  had  alfo 
a  great  influence  in  rendering  the  Romans 
of  a  cruel  and  haughty  chara^er.  Maders 
could  punifh  their  flaves  in  what  manner, 
and  to  what  degree,  they  thought  proper. 
It  was  as  late  as  the  Emperor  Adrian^s 
time,  before  any  law  was  made,  ordaining 
that  a  mader  who  (hould  put  his  flave  to 
death  without  fufficient  caufc,  fliould  be  tried 

for 
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for  his  life.  The  iifual  porter  at  the  gate  of 
a  great  man's  houfe  in  ancient  Rome,  was 
a  chained  flave.  The  noife  of  whips  and 
lafhes  refounded  from  one  houfe  to  another, 
at  the  time  when  it  was  cuftomary  for  the 
mafters  of  families  to  take  an  account  of  the 
condudt  of  their  fervants.  This  cruel  difpo- 
fition,  as  is  the  cafe  wherever  domeftic  flavery 
prevails,  extended  to  the  gentle  fex,  and 
hardened  the  mild  tempers  of  the  women. 
What  a  picture  has  Juvenal  drawn,  of  the 
toilet  of  a  Roman  lady ! 

Nam  fi  conftituit,  folitoque  deccntius  optat 

Ornari 

Componit  crinem  laceratis  ipfa  capiUis, 

Nuda  humeros  Pfecas  infclix,  nudifque  mamiUis^ 

Altior  hie  quare  cincinnus  ?  Taurea  punit. 

Continuo  flexi  crimen  facinufque  capilli  ^. 

It  was  cuftomary  for  avaricious  matters, 
to  fend  their  infirm  and  fick  flaves  to  aa 

*  But  if  ihe  has  made  an  afEgnation,  and  wifhes  to  be 
dreft  with  more  nicety  than  ufual— Poor  Pfecas  (her  female 
(lave),  with  her  hair  torn  about  her  ears,  and  dripped  to 
the  waift,  adjufts  the  locks  of  her  miilrefs.  fFly  is  tbk 
iurl  fo  high?  Prcfenily  the  whip  puniflics  the  diforder  of 
the  lead  hair. 

ifland 
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ifland  in  the  Tiber,  where  there  was  a  Temple 
of  JEfculapius ;  if , the  God  pleafed  to  recover 
them,  the  matter  took  them  back  to  his  fa- 
mily; if  they  died,  no  farther  inquiry  was 
made  about  them.  The  Emperor  Claudius 
put  a  check  to  this  piece  of  inhumanity,  by 
ordaining,  that  every  fick  flave,  thus  aban- 
doned by  his  matter,  fhould  be  declared  free 
when  he  recovered  his  health. 

From  thefe  obfervations,  are  we  to  in- 
fer, that  the  ancient  Romans  were  naturally 
of  a  more  cruel  turn  of  mind  than  the 
prefent  inhabitants  of  Europe  ?  Or  is  there 
not  reafon  to  believe  that,  in  the  fame  cir- 
cumttances,  modem  nations  would  2l€c  in 
the  fame  manner!  Do  we  not  perceive, 
that  the  practice  of  domettic  flavery  has,  at 
this  day,  a  ttrong  tendency  to  render  men 
haughty,  capricious,  and  cruel?  Such,  I 
am  afraid,  is  the  nature  of  man,  that  if  he 
has  power  without  controul,  he  will  ufe  it 
without  juttice ;  abfolute  power  has  a 
ttrong  tendency  to  make  good  men  bad, 
and  never  fails  to  make  bad  men  worfe. 

It 
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It  was  an  obfervation  of  the  late  Marefchat 
SaxCy  that  in  all  the  contefts  between  tha 
army  waggoners  and  their  horfes,  the  wag* 
goners  were  in  the  wrong ;  which  he  im* 
puted  to  their  having  abfolute  authority 
over  the  horfes.  In  the  qualities  of  the 
head  and  heart,  and  in  moft  other  refpefts, 
he  thought  the  men  and  horfes  on  an  equa-> 
lity.  Caprice  is  a  vice  of  the  temper,  which 
increafes  fader  than  any  other  by  indul*^ 
gence ;  it  often  fpoils  the  beft  qualities 
of  the  heart,  and,  in  particular  fituations, 
degenerates  into  the  moft  unfuSerable  ty-» 
ranny.  The  firft  appearance  of  it  in  young 
minds  ought  to  be  oppofed  with  firmnefs^ 
and  prevented  from  farther  progrefs,  other- 
wife  our  future  attempts  to  arreft  it  may  be 
fruitlefs ;  for, 
Mobilitate  viget,  virc(que  acquirit  cundo  *. 

The  combats  in  the  Amphitheatres  were, 
as  I  have  already  faid,  introduced  by  degrees 

•  ._—«.  e?ery  moment  grows. 
And  gtios  aew  ftrcngth  and  vigoor  as  it  goes* 

Pitt. 

at 
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at  Rome.  The  cuftom  of  making  prifoners 
fight  around  the  funeral  piles  of  deceafed 
heroes,  was  a  refinement  on  a  more  barba- 
rous praAice ;  and  the  Romans,  no  doubt, 
valued  themfelves  on  their  humanity,  in  not 
butchering  their  prifoners  in  cold  blood,  as 
was  the  cuflom  in  the  earlieft  ages  of  Greece. 
The  inftitution  of  obliging  criminals  to  fight 
in  the  Arena,  and  thus  giving  them  a  chance 
for  their  lives,  would  alfo  appear  to  them  a 
very  merciful  improvement  on  the  common 
manner  of  execution.  The  grofleft  fo- 
phiftry  will  pafs  on  men's  underftandings, 
when  it  is  ufed  in  fupport  of  meafures  to 
which  they  are  already  inclined.  And 
when  we  confider  the  eagemefs  with  which 
the  populace  of  every  country  behold  the 
accidental  combats  which  occur  in  the 
ftreets,  we  need  not  be  furprifed  to  find, 
that  when  once  the  combats  of  gladiators 
were  permitted  among  the  Roman  popu- 
lace, on  whatever  pretext,  the  tafte  for  them 
would  daily  increafei  till  it  erafcd  every 

idea 
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idea  of  compundion  from  their  brcafts,  and 
became  their  ruling  paffion.  The  Patricians, 
enriched  by  the  pillage  of  kingdoms,  and 
knowing  that  their  power  at  Rome,  and 
confequently  all  over  the  world,  depended 
on  the  favour  and  fufirages  of  the  people, 
naturally  fought  popularity  by  gratifying 
their  favourite  tafte.  Afterwards  the  Em- 
perors might  imagine,  that  fuch  fhows 
would  keep  the  citizens  from  refleding  on 
their  loft  liberties,  or  the  enormities  of  the 
new  form  of  government ;  and,  exclufive 
of  every  political  reafon,  many  of  them, 
from  the  barbarous  difpoiition  of  their  owa 
minds,  would  take  as  much  pleafure  in  the 
fcenes  a£ted  on  the  Arena,  as  the  moft  fa- 
vage  of  the  vulgar. 

While  we  exprefs  horror  and  indignatiott 
at  the  fondnefs  which  the  Romans  difplay* 
ed  for  the  bloody  combats  of  the  Amphi- 
theatre, let  us  refled:,  whether  this  pro- 
ceeded from  any  peculiar  cruelty  of  difpo- 
2  fitioa 
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fition  inherent  in  that  people,  or  belongs  to 
mankind  in  general ;  let  us  refledl,  whether 
it  is  probable,  that  the  people  of  any  other 
nation  would  not  be  gradually  led,  by  the 
fame  degrees,  to  an  equal  paflion  for  fuch 
horrid  entertainments.  Let  us  confider, 
whether  there  is  reafon  to  fufped  that  thofe 
who  arm  cocks  with  fteel,  and  take  pleafure 
in  beholding  the  fpirited  little  animals  cut 
one  another  to  death,  would  not  take  the 
fame,  or  fuperior  delight,  in  obliging  men 
to  flaughter  each  other  if  they  had  the 
power. — ^And  what  reftrains  them  ?  Is  there 
no  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  influence  of 
a  purer  religion,  and  brighter  example, 
than  were  known  to  the  Heathen  world^ 
prevents  mankin4  from  thofe  enormities 
now  J  which  were  permitted  and  counte- 
nanced formerly  ?  As  foon  as  the  benevo- 
lent precepts  of  Chriftianity  were  received 
by  the  Romans  as  the  laws  of  the  Deity, 
the  prifoners  and  the  flaves  were  treated 
with  humanity,  and  the  bloody  exhibitions 
in  the  Amphitheatres  were  abolifhed* 

Vol.  I.  F  f 
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LETTER     XL. 

Rome*. 

YOU  are  furprlfed  that  I  have  hithgrta 
faid  nothing  of  the  Capitol^  and  the 
Forum  Romanum,  which  is  by  far  the 
mod  interefting  fcene  of  antiquities  in 
Rome.  The  objedls  worthy  of  attention 
are  fo  numerous,  and  appear  fo  confufedy 
that  it  was  a  confiderable  time  before  I 
could  form  a  tolerable  diftinA  idea  of  their 
fituation  with  refpe^t  to  each  other,  though 
I  have  paid  many  more  vifits  to  this  than 
any  other  fpot  fmce  I  have  been  in  this 
city.  Before  we  entered  a  church  or  pa- 
lace, we  ran  thither  with  as  much  irnpa* 
tience  as  if  the  Capitol  had  been  in  danger 
of  falling  before  our  arrival.  The  ap- 
proach to  the  modern  Campidoglio  is  very 
noble,  and  worthy  of  the  genius  of  Michael 
Angelo.  The  building  itfelf  is  alfo  the 
work  bf  that  great  artift  j  it  is  raifed  on 

part 
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jpart  of  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Capitol, 
and  fronts  St«  Peter's  church,  with  its  back 
to  the  Forum  and  old  Rome.  Afcending 
this  celebrated  hill,  the  heart  beats  quick, 
and  the  mind  warms  with  a  thoufand  in- 
terefting  ideas.  You  are  carried  back,  at 
once,  to  the  famous  robber  who  firft 
founded  it.  Without  thinking  of  the  wafte 
of  time  which  mufl:  have  effaced  what  you 
are  looking  for,  you  caft  about  your  eyes 
in  fearch  of  the  path  by  which  the  Gauls 
climbed  up,  and  where  they  were  oppofed 
and  overthrown  by  Manlius.  You  with- 
draw your  eyes,  with  difdain,  from  every 
modem  objedt,  and  are  even  difpleafed 
with  the  elegant  ftrudure  you  fee  before 
you,  and  contemplate,  with  more  refped:, 
the  ruins  on  which  it  is  founded ;  becaufe 
they  are  more  truly  Roman. 

The  two  Sphynxes  of  bafalte,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  afcent,  though  excellent 
fpecimens  of  Egyptian  fculpture,  engage 
little  of  your  attention.    Warm'  with  the 

F  f  2  glory 
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glory  of  Rome,  you  cannot  beftow  a 
thought  on  the  hieroglyphics  of  Egypt. 
At  fight  of  the  trophies  ereded  in  honour 
of  C.  Marius,  all  thofe  bloody  fcenes  a£ted 
by  the  fury  of  party  and  demon  of  revenge, 
during  the  moft  calamitous  period  of  the 
republic,  ru(h  upon  the  memory ;  and  you 
regret  that  Time,  who  has  fpared  the 
monuments  of  this  fierce  foldier,  has  de*- 
ftroyed  the  numerous  trophies  raifed  to  the 
Fabii,  the  Scipio's,  and  other  heroes,  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  the  virtues  of  humanity,  as 
well  as  the  talents  of  Generals.  You  are 
ftruck  with  the  colofTal  flatues  of  Caftor 
and  Pollux,  and,  in  the  heat  of  enthufiafm, 
confounding  the  fictions  of  poetry  with 
hiftorical  truth,  your  heart  applauds  their 
fraternal  afFection,  and  thanks  them  for  the 
timely  affiftance  they  afforded  the  Romans 
in  a  battle  with  the  Volfci,  You  rejoice  at 
their  good  fortune,  which,  on  earth,  has 
procured  them  a  place  in  the  Capitol,  and, 
in  heaven,  a  feat  by  Hercules.  Horace 
informs    us    that    Auguftus     drinks     his 

nedar, 


MANNERS    IN   ITALY.  437 

nadar,   reclined  between  them  and  that 
demigod— 

Quos  inter  Auguftus  rccumbcns 
Purpurco  bibit  ore  neftar  *• 

From  them  you  move  forward,  and  your 
admiration  is  fixed  by  the  animated  equef-* 
trian  ftatue  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  which 
naturally  brings  to  your  memory  that 
happy  period,  when  the  Rpman  empire  was 
governed  by  a  Prince,  who,  during  a  long 
reign,  made  the  good  of  his  fubjeds  the 
chief  objeft  of  his  government.  You  pro- 
ceed to  the  upper  end  of  the  area ;  your 
eye  is  caught  by  a  majeftic  female  figure, 
in  a  fitting  attitude ;  you  are  told  it  is  a 
Roma  Triumphans ;  you  view  her  with  all 
the  warmth  of  fond  enthufiafm,  but  you 
recoUeiSt  that  fhe  is  no  longer  Triumphans ; 
you  caft  an  indignant  eye  on  St.  Peter's 
church,  to  which  fhe  alfo  feems  to  look 
with  indignation.  Is  there  fuch  another 
inftance  of  the  vicillitude  of  human  things ; 

*  Betweea  whom  Aagaflu9«  recliniDgy  quaffs  ne^ar  with 
parple  lipi. 

F  f  3  the 
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the  proud  Miftrefs  of  the  World  under  the 
dominion  of  a  prieil?  Horace  was  pro-9 
bably  accufed  of  vanity  when  he  wrote 
(hefe  lines : 


Ulque  ego  poftera 


Crefcam  laude  recens^  dum  Capitolium 
Scandet  cum  tacita  virgine  Pondfex  *. 

Yet  the  poet's  works  have  already  outlivec} 
thie  period  fourteen  hundred  years;  an4 
Virgil  has  tranfmitted  the  memory  of  the 
friendfhip  and  fame  of  Nifus  and  Euryalus^^ 
the  fame  fpace  of  time  beyond  the  perio4 
which  he  himfelf,  in  the  ardour  of  poetic 
hope,  had  fixed  for  its  limits. 

Fortunati  ambo  fi  quid  mea  carmina  poflunt. 
Nulla  dies  unquam  memori  vos  eximet  sevo; 
Dum  domus  iEneas  Capitoli  immobile  faxum 
Accoletj  imperiumque  Pater  Romanus  habebit  f ^ 

f  My  fame  *  fhall  bloooiy 

And  with  unfading  youth  improve^ 
While  to  th'  immortal  fane  of  Jove 
The  vedal  maids>  in  filent  date, 
Afcending>  on  the  Pontiff  wait.  Prancis* 

f  Hail>  happy  pair !  if  fame  oar  verie  can  gi?e^ 
From  age  (o  age  your  memory  ihall  live; 

Lon^ 
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In  the  two  wings  of  the  modern  palace, 
called  the  Campidoglio,  the  Confervators  of 
the  city  have  apartments;  their  office  is 
analogous  to  that  of  the  ancient  iEdiles. 
In  the  main  body  an  Italian  nobleman, 
appointed  by  the  Pope,  has  his  refidence, 
with  the  title  of  Senator  of  Rome ;  the 
miferable  reprefentation  of  that  Senate 
which  gave  laws  to -the  world.  Thd  moft 
defaced  ruin,  the  moft  fhapelefs  heap  of 
antique  rubbiih  in  all  Rome,  cannot  convey 
a  feebler  image  of  the  buiUing  to  which 
they  belonged,  than  this  deputy  of  the 
Pope  does  of  that  auguft  affembly.  The 
beautiful  approach  to  this  palace,  and  all 
the    ornaments  which   decorate  the   area 

before  it|  cannot  detain  you  long  from  the 

* 

back  view  to  which  the  ancient  Capitol 
fronted*  Here  you  behold  the  Forum 
Romanum,  now  exhibiting  a  melancholy 
but    interefting  view  of   the   devaftation 

Long  as  tk'  imperial  Capitol  fhall  ftand. 
Or  Rome's  majefiic  Lord  the  conquered  world  com* 
nand!  Pitt. 

F  f  4  wrought 
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wrought  by  the    united    force    of    dffic, 

avarice,    and  bigotry.     The   firft   objeds 

which  meet  your  eye,    on  looking  from 

this  fide  of  the  hill,  are  three  fine  pillars, 

two-thirds  of  them  buried  in  the  ruins  of 

the  old  Capitol.     They  are  fald  to  be  the 

remains  of  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Tonans, 

built  by  Auguilus,  in  gratitude  for  having 

narrowly  efcaped  death  from  a  (broke  of 

lightning.      Near    thefe   are   the   remains 

of  Jupiter  Stator,  confifting  of  three  very 

.  elegant  fmall  Corinthian  pillars,  with  their 

entablature;     the    Temple    of    Concord, 

where  Cicero  aflembled  the  Senate,  on  the 

difcovery    of    Catiline's    confpiracy;     the 

Temple  of  Romulus  and  Remus,  and  that 

of  Antoninus  and  Fauftina,  juft  by  it,  both 

converted  into  modern  churches ;  the  ruins 

of  the  magnificent  Temple  of  Peace,  built 

immediately  after  the  taking  of  Jerufalem, 

the  R^opian  empire  being  then  in  profound 

peace.     This  is  faid  to  have  been  the  fineft 

temple  in  old  Rome ;   part  of  the  materials 

of  Nero's  Golden  Houfe,  which  Vefpafiaa 

pulled 
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pulled  down,  were  ufed  in  ereding  this 
grand  edifice.  The  only  entire  pillar  re- 
maining of  this  temple,  was  placed  by 
Paul  V.  before  the  church  of  Santa  Maria 
Magiore.  It  is  a  moft  beautiful  fluted 
Corinthian  column,  and  gives  a  very  high 
idea  of  the  temple  to  which  it  originally 
belonged.  His  Holinefs  has  crowned  it 
with  an  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary ;  and, 
in  the  infcription  on  the  pedeflal,  he  gives 
his  reafon  for  choofing  a  column  belonging 
to  the  Temple  of  Peace,  as  an  ornament  to 
a  church  dedicated  to  the  Virgin. 

Ex  cujus  vifceribus  Princcps  vcrae  Pads  geni- 
tus  eft  *. 

Of  many  triumphal  arches  which  flood 
formerly  in  Rome,  there  are  only  three  now 
remaining,  all  of  them  near  the  Capitol, 
and  forming  entries  to  the  Forum ;  thofe 
of  Titus,  Septimius  Severus,  and  Conftan- 
tine.  The  laft  is  by  much  the  fineft  of  the 
three  J  but  its  chief  beauties  are  not  genuine, 

•  From  whofe  bowels  the  Prince  of  Peace  fprung. 

nor, 
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nor,  properly  fpeaking,  its  own;  they  confift 
of  fome  admirable  baflb  relievos,  ftolen  from 
the  Forum  of  Trajan^  and  reprefenting  that 
^Emperor's  vidtories  over  the  Dacians,  This 
theft  might,  perhaps,  not  have  been  fo  noto- 
xious  to  pofterity,  if  the  artifts  of  Conftan*^ 
tineas  time  had  not  added  fome  figures, 
"which  make  the  fraud  apparent,  and  by 
their  great  inferiority,  evince  the  degeneracy 
of  the  arts  in  the  interval  betw^sen  the  reigog 
pf  thefe  twp  ppiperors^ 

The  relievos  of  the  arch  of  Titus  reprei* 
fent  the  table  of  fhew-bread,  the  trumpets, 
the  golden  candlefticks  with  feven  branches, 
and  other  utenfils,  brought  from  the 
Temple  of  Jerufalem.  The  quarter  which 
is  allotted  for  the  Jews  is  not  at  a  great 
diflance  from  this  arch.  There  are  about 
nine  thoufand  of  that  unfortunate  nation 
at  prefent  in  Rome ;  the  lineal  defcendants 
of  thofe  brought  captive,  by  Titus,  from 
Jerufalem.  I  have  been  aflured  that  they 
always  cautiouily  avoid  pajQing  through 
II  this 
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this  arch,  though  it  lies  direSly  in  their 
way  to  the  Campo  Vaccino,  choofing  rather 
to  make  a  circuit,  and  enter  the  Forum  at 
another  place.  I  was  affeded  at  hearing 
this  inflance  of  fenfibility  in  a  people,  who, 
whatever  other  faults  they  may  have,  are 
certainly  not  deficient  in  patriotifm,  and 
attachment  to  the  religion  and  cufloms  of 
their  forefathers.  The  fame  delicacy  of 
fentiment  is  diiplayed  by  a  poet  of  their 
pwn  country,  in  the  137th  pfalm,  as  it  is 
finely  tranllated  by  Buchanan  : 

Dum  procul  a  Patria  mcefti  Babylonis  in  oris, 
Fluminis  ad  liquidas  forte  fedemus  aquas ; 

lUa  animum  fubiit  fpecies  miferanda  Sionis^ 
£t  numquam  Patrii  te6ta  videnda  foli» 

O  SolymsB,  O  adyta,  ct  facri  penetralia  templi^ 
Ullane  vos  animo  deleat  hora  meo  ?  &c. 

You  may  read  the  whole ;  you  will  per- 
haps find  fome  poetical  beauties  which 
efcaped  your  obfervation  when  you  heard 
it  fung  in  churches ;  but  the  poet's  ardour 
feems  to  glow  too  violently  towards  the  end 
of  the  pfalm. 
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LETTER     XLI. 

Rome. 

THERE  are  many  other  interefting 
ruins  in  and  about  the  Campo  Vac- 
cino,  be  fides  thofe  I  have  mentioned ;  but  of 
fome  ftrudlures  which  we  know  formerly 
flood  here,  no  veftige  is  now  to  be  feea. 
This  is  the  cafe  with  the  arch  which  was 
erefted  in  honour  of  the  Fabian  family. 
There  is   the  ftrongeft   reafon   to  believe 
that  the  ancient  Forum  was  entirely  fur- 
rounded  with  temples,  bafilicse,  and  public 
buildings  of  various  kinds,   and  adorned 
with    porticoes  and  colonades.      In    the 
time  of  the  Republic,   affemblies  of  the 
people  were  held  there,  laws  were  pro- 
pofcd,  and  juftice  adminiflered.     In  it  was 
the  Roftrum,  from  whence  the  orators  ha- 
rangued the  people.     All  who  afpired  at 
dignities  came  hither  to  canvafs  fufirages. 
The  Bankers  had  their   offices  near  the 
Forum,  as  well  as  thofe  who  received  the 
revenues  of  the  Commonwealth  j  and  all 

kind 
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kind  of  bufinefs  was  tranfadled  in  this  place. 
In  my  vifits  to  the  Campo  Vaccino,  I  ar- 
range the  ancient  Forum  in  the  bell  man- 
ner I  can,  and  fix  on  the  particular  fpot 
where  each  edifice  flood.  In  this  I  am 
fometimes  a  little  cramped  in  room  j  for  the 
fpace  between  the  Palatine  Hill  and  the 
Capitol  is  fo  fmall,  and  I  am  fo  circum- 
fcribed  by  arches  and  temples^  whofe  ruins 
Hill  remain,  that  I  find  it  impoffible  to 
make  the  Forum  Romanum  larger  than 
Covent  Garden.  I  looked  about  for  the 
Via  Sacra,  where  Horace  met  with  his 
troublefome  companion.  Some  people 
imagine,  this  was  no  other  than  the  Forum 
itfelf ;  but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
the  Via  Sacra  was  a  flreet  leading  to  the. 
Forum,  and  loft  in  it,  as  a  flreet  in  London 
terminates  at  a.fquare.  I  have,  at  laft, 
fi^ed  on  the  exad  point  where  it  joins  the 
Forum,  which  is  very  near  the  Meta  Su- 
dans.  If  we  fhould  ever  meet  here,  I  fhall 
convince  you  by  local  arguments,  that  I  am 
in  the  right ;   but  I  fear  it  would  be  very 

I  tedious, 


446      VIEW   OF  -SOCIETY   AND 

tedious,  and  not  at  all  convincing,  to  tranf- 
jnit  them  to  you  in  writing. 

As  Rome  increafed  in  fize  and  number 
of  inhabitants,  one  Forum  was  found  too 
fmall,  and  many  others  were  ereded  in 
procefs  of  time  j  but  when  we  fpeak  of  the 
Forum,  without  any  diftinguifhing  epithet, 
the  ancient  one  is  underftood. 

The  Tarpeian  Rock  is  a  continuation  of 
that  on  which  the  Capitol  was  built;  I 
went  to  that  part  from  which  criminals 
condemned  to  death  were  thrown.  Mr. 
Byres  has  meafured  the  height ;  it  is  ex« 
a£Uy  fifty-^ight  feet  perpendicular ;  and  he 
thinks  the  ground  at  the  bottom,  from  evi- 
dent marks,  is  twenty  feet  higher  than  it 
was  originally ;  fo  that,  before  this  accumu* 
lation  of  rubbifh,  the  precipice  muft  have 
been  about  eighty  feet  perpendicular.  In 
reading  the  hiftory  of  the  Romans,  the  vaft 
idea  we  form  of  that  people,  naturally  ex- 
tends to  the  city  of  Rome,  the  hills  on 
which  it  was  built,  and  every  thing  be- 
longing 
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longing  to  it.  We  image  to  ourfelves  the 
Tarpeian  Rock  as  a  tremendous  preci- 
pice ;  and,  if  afterwards  we  ever  have  an 
opportunity  of  adually  feeing  it,  the  height 

falls  fo  ihort  of  our  exjpedations,  that  we 
are  apt  to  think  it  a  greal  deal  lefs  than  it 
is  in  reality.  A  miftake  of  this  kind, 
joined  to  a  carelefs  view  of  the  place,  which 
is  not  in  itfelf  very  interefting,  has  led 
Biihop  Burnet  into  the  firange  afTertion^ 
that  the  Tarpeian  Rock  is  fo  very  low,  that 
a  man  would  think  it  no  great  matter  to 
leap  down  it  for  his  diverfion*  Criminals 
thrown  from  this  precipice,  were  literally 
thrown  Out  of  the  city  of  old.  Rome  into  the 
Camj^us  Martins,  which  was  a  large  plain^ 
of  a  triangular  (hape ;  two  fides  of  the  tri- 
angle being  formed  by  the  Tiber,  and  the 
bafe  by  the  Capitol,  and  buildings  extend* 
ing  three  miles  nearly  in  a  parallel  line  with 
it.  The  Campus  Martitis  had  its  name 
from  a  fmall  temple  built  in  it,  at  a  very 
early  period,  apd  dedicated  to  Mars ;  or  it 
jpight  have  this  name  from  the  military 

cxcrcifes 
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cxercifes  performed  there.  In  this  field 
the  great  aflfemblies  of  the  people,  called 
Cenfus  or  Luftrum,  were  held  every  fifth 
year  j  the  Confuls,  Cenfors,  and  Tribunes, 
were  eleded ;  the  levies  of  troops  were 
made ;  and  there  the  Roman  youth  exercifed 
themfelves  in  riding,  driving  the  chariot, 
Ihooting  with  the  bow,  ufing  the  fling, 
darting  the  javelin,  throwing  the  difcus  or 
quoit,  in  wreftling,  running ;  and,  when 
covered  with  fweat  and  duft,  in  confequence 
of  thefe  exercifcs,  they  waflied  their  bodies 
clean  by  fwimming  in  the  Tiber.  Horace 
accufes  Lydia  of  ruining  a  young  man  by 
keeping  him  from  thofe  manly  exercifes  in 
which  he  formerly  excelled. 

Cur  apricuni 


Oderit  campum,  patiens  pulveris  atque  folis  : 
Cur  neque  militaris 

Inter  equales,  equitet  Gallica  ncc  lupatis 
Temperet  era  frsenis  ? 

Cur  timet  flavum  Tiberim  tangere  *  ? 

The 


♦  Why  does  he  hate  the  funny  plain. 
While  he  can  fun  or  duft  fuftaia  ? 


Or 
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The  dead  bodies  of  the  moft  illuflrious 
citizens  were  alfo  burnt  in  this  field,  which 
was  adorned  gradually  by  ftatues  and  tro- 
phies, erected  to  the  memory  of  diftinguifh- 
ed  men.  But  every  feature  of  its  ancient 
appearance  is  now  hid  by  the  ftreets  and 
buildirigs  of  modern  Rome. 


L 


The  inhabitants  of  Rome  maybe  excufed 
for  chufing  this  fituation  for  their  houfes, 
though  by  fo  doing,  they  have  deprived  us  of 
a  view  of  the  Campus  Martins.  But  furely 
they,  of  their  Governors,  ought  to  fhow 
more  folicitude  for  preferving  the  antiqui- 
ties than  they  do ;  and  they  .might,  without 
incotiveniency,  find  fome  place  for  a  Cow 
Market,  of  lefs  importance  thaft  the  ancient 
Forum.  It  is  not  in  their  power  to  reftore  it 
to  its  former  fplendor,  but  they  might,  at 
leaft,  have  prevented  its  falling  back  to  the 

Or  why  no  more,  with  martial  pride, 

Amidil  the  youthful  battle  ride. 

And  the  fierce  Gallic  deed  command. 

With  bitted  curb,  and  forming  hand  ? 

Why  does  it  fear  the  yellow  flood  f  .         Francis. 

Vol.  I.  G  g  ftate 
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ftate  in  which  -flSneas  found  it,  when  be 
came  to  vifit  the  poor  Evander. 

Talibus  inter  fc  diftis  ad  teda  fubibant 
Pauperis  Evandri :  paffimque  armenta  videbant 
Romanoque  Foro  ct  lautis  mugire  carinis  *. 

I  have  already  faid,  that  befides  this 
there  were  feveral  Forums  in  Rome,  where 
Baiilicas  were  built,  juftice  adminifteved^ 
and  bufmefs  tranfaded.  The  Emperors 
were  fond  of  having  fuch  public  places 
named  after  them.  The  accounts  we  have 
of  the  Forums  of  Nerva,  and  that  of  Tra- 
jan, give  the  higheft  idea  of  their  grandeur 
and  elegance ;  three  Corinthian  pillars,  with 
their  entablature,  are  all  that  remain  of 
the  former;  of  the  latter,  the  noble 
column  placed  in  the  middle,  ftill  prefervet 
all  its  original  beauty.  It  confifts  of  twenty- 
three  circular  pieces  of  white  marble,  hori« 
zontally  placed  one  above  the  other  ;   it  is 

f  Thus  they  convers'd  on  works  of  ancient  fame. 
Till  to  the  monarch's  hamble  courts  they  came ; 
There  oxen  ftalk'd,  where  palaces  are  rais'd. 
And  bellowing  kerds  in  the  proud  Forum  graz'd. 

Pitt. 

about 
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iibout  twelve  feet  diameter  at  the  bottom, 
and  ten  at  the  top.  The  plinth  of  the  bafe 
is  a  piece  of  marble  twenty-one  feet 
iquare.  A  ftaircafe,  cojifiiling  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-three  fteps,  and  fufii-* 
ciently  wide  to  admir  a  man  to  afcend,  is 
cut  out  of  the  folid  marble,  leaving  a  fmall 
pillar  in  the  middle,  round  which  the  ftair 
winds  from  the  bottom  to  the  top.  I  ob- 
fcrved  a  piece  broken,  as  I  went  up,  which 
(hewed,  that  thofe  large  malTes  of  marble 
have  been  exquifltely  poliihed  on  the  flat 
fides,  where  they  are  in  conta£fc  with  each 
other,  that  the  adhefion  and  flrength  of  the 
pillar  might  be  the  greater.  The  flairs  are 
lighted  by  forty-one  windows,  exceedingly 
narrow  on  the  outfide,  that  they  might 
not  interrupt  the  connedlion  of  the  baflb 
relievos,  but  which  gradually  widen  with- 
in, and  by  that  means  give  fufficient  light. 
The  bafe  of  the  column  is  ornamented 
with  baflb  relievos,  reprefenting  trophies 
of  Dacian  armour.  The  mod  memorable 
events  of  Trajan's  expedition  againft  the 

G  g  2  Pacians, 
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Dacians,  are  ^dmitably  wrought,'  in  a  con-* 
tinued  fpiral  line,  from  the  bottom  of  the 
column  to  the  top.  The  figures  towards 
the  top,  are  too  far  removed  from  the  eye 
to  be  feen  perfeftly.  To  have  rendered  them 
equally  vifible  with  thofe  below,  it  would 
have  been  neceflary  to  have  made  them 
larger  proportionably  as  they  afcended. 
Viewed  from  any  confiderable  diftance,  all 
the  fculpture  is  loft,  and  a  plain  fluted  pil- 
lar, of  the  fame  proportions,  would  have 
had  as  fine  ati  effed.  But  fuch  a  frugal 
plan  would  not  have  been  fo  glorious  to 
the  Prince,  whofe  vidtories  are  engraven ; 
or  fo  interefting  to  the  legionary  foldiers, 
many  of  whom,  no  doubt,  are  here  perfon- 
ally  reprcfented.  Befides,  it  would  not  now 
be  near  fo  valuable  a  monument  in  the 
eyes  of  antiquarians,  or  fo  ufeful  a  ftudy 
to  fculptors  and  painters,  who  have  occa- 
fion  to  reprefent  the  military  drefs  of  the 
Romans,  or  the  coftume  of  the  Eaft  in  that 
age.  Exclufive  of  the  ftatue,  this  beautiful 
pillar  is  a  hundred  and  twenty  feet  high.  The 

aihes 
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alhes  of  Trajan  were  depofited  in  an  urn 
at  the  bottom,  and  his  flatue  at  the  top. 
Pope  Sixtus  the  Fifth,  in  the  room  of  the 
Emperor's,  has  placed  a  ftatue  of  St.  Peter 
upon  this  column.  I  obferved  tp  a  gen- 
tleman, with  whom  I  vifited  this  pillar,  that 
I  thought  there  was  not  much  propriety 
in  placing  the  figure  of  St.  Peter  upon  a 
monument,  reprefenting  the  vidories,  and 
ereded  in  honour  of  the  Emperor  Trajan. 
♦*  There  is  fome  propriety,  however,"  re- 
plied he  coldly,  ^^  in  having  made  the  flatue 


Gg  3 
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LETTER     XLII. 

RoiBf. 

IH  AV  E  been  witnefs  to  the  foeatlficatioQ 
of  a  Saint ;  he  was  of  the  order  of  Sl 
Francis,  and  a  great  many  brethreii  of  that 
order  were  prefent,  and  in  very  high  fyi^ 
rits  on  the  occafion.  ^  There  are  a  ^eater 
number  of  ^ccledafHcs  beatified,  and  ca- 
nonized.  than  any  other  ordit  of  men.  fa 
the  firft  place,  becaufe,  no  douht,  they  de* 
ferve  it  better ;  and  alfo,  becaufe  they  are 
more  folicitous  to  have  Saints  taken  from 
among  men  of  their  own  profeffion,  and 
particular  order,  than  people  in  other  (itu-? 
ations  in  life  are.  Every  monk  imagines 
it  refle(3:s  perfonal  honour  on  nimfelf,  when 
pne  of  his  order  is  canonized.  Soldierst 
lawyers,  and  phyficians,  would  probably 
be  happy  to  fee  fome  of  their  brethren 
diftinguilhed  in  the  fame  manner;  that 
they  have  not  had  this  gratification  of  late 

years^ 
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years,  may  be  imputed  to  the  difficulty  of 
finding  fuitable  chara£ters  among  them. 
Ancient  hiftory,  indeed,  makes  mention  of 
fome  commanders  of  armies  who  were  very 
great  faints ;  but  I  have  heard  of  no  phy- 
fician  who  acquired  that  title  fmce  the  days 
of  St.  Luke ;  or  of  a  fingle  lawyer,  of  any 
age  or  country. 

A  pidure  of  the  prefent  Expedant,  a 
great  deal  larger  than  life^  had  been  hung 
up  on  the  front  of  St.  Peter's  church,  . 
feveral  days  before  the  beatification  took 
place.  This  ceremony  was  alfo  announced 
by  printed  papers,  diftributed  by.  the  happy 
brethren  of  St.  Francis.  On  the  day  of 
the  folemnity,  his  Holinefs,  a  confiderable 
number  of  Cardinals,  many  other  ecclefi- 
allies,  all  the  Capucin  Friars  in  Rome,  and 
a  great  concourfe  of  fpedators,  attended. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  in  St.  Peter's 
church.  An  ecclefiaflic  of  my  acquaintance 
procured  us  a  very  convenient  place  for  fee- 
ing the  whole.  The  ceremony  of  beatifica- 

G  g  4  tioa 
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tion  is  a  previous  ftep  to  that  of  canoniza<« 
tioii.     The  Saint,  after  he   is   beatified,  is 
entitled  to  more  diftindion  in  Heaven  than 
before;  but  he  has  not  the  power  of  fireeing 
fouls  from  purgatory  till  he  has  been  canon- 
ized;   and   therefore   is   not   addrefled  in 
prayer  till  he  has  obtained  the  fecond  ho- 
nour.    On  the  prefent  occafion,  a  long  dif- 
courfe  was  pronounced  by  aFrancifcan  Friar, 
fetting  forth  the  holy  life  which  this  ExpeS- 
ant  had  led  upon  earth,  his  devotions,  his 
•    voluntary  penances,  and  his  charitable  ac- 
tions;   and  a  particular  enumeration  was 
made,  of  certain  miracles  he  had  performed 
when  alivJf,'  and  others  which  had  been  per- 
formed after  his  death  by  his  bones.     The 
moft  remarkable  miracle,  by  himfelf  in  per- 
fon,  was,  his  replenifhing  a  lady's  cupboard 
with  bread,  after  her  houfekeeper,   at  the 
Saint's  inftigation,  had  given  all  the  bread 
of  the  family  to  the  poor. 

This  bufinefs  is  carried  on  in  the  man- 
ner of  a  lawfuit.     The  Devil  is  fuppofed 

9  to 
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to  have  an  intereft  in  preventing  men  from 
being  made  faints.  That  all  juftice  may  be 
done,  and  that  Satan  may  have  his  due,  an 
advocate  is  employed  to  plead  againft  the 
pretenfions  of  the  Saint  Expedlant,  and  the 
perfon  thus  employed  is  denominated  by 
•the  people,  the  Devil's  Advocate.  He  calls 
in  queftion  the  miracles  faid  to  have  been 
wrought  by  the  Saint  and  his  bones,  and 
raifes  as  many  objcdions  to  the  proofs 
brought  of  the  purity  of  his  life  and  con- 
verfation  as  he  can.  It  is  the  biifmefs  of 
the  Advocate  on  the  other  fide,  to  obviate 
and  refute  thefe  cavils.  The  controverfy 
was  carried  on  in  Latin.  It  drew  out  to  a 
great  length,  and  was  by  no  means  amu-^ 
fing.  Your  friend  Mr.  Ramfey,  who  fat 
near  me,  lofing  patience,  from  the  length 
of  the  ceremony,  and  fome  twitches  of 
the  gout,  which  he  ftlt  at  that  moment, 
whifpered  me,  "  I  wifh,  from  my  heart, 
**  the  Devil's  Advocate  were  with  his 
"  client,  and  this  everlafting  Saint  fairly  in 
"  Heaven,  that  we  might  get  away.'*     The 

whole 
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whole  party,  of  which  I  made  one,  were 
feized  with  frequent  and  long-continued 
yawnings,  which  I  imagine  was  obferved 
by  fome  of  the  Cardinals,  who  fat  oppofite 
to  us.  They  caught  the  infedlion,  and 
although  they  endeavoured  to  conceal  their 
gaping  under  their  purple  robes,  yet  ik 
ieemed  to  fpread  and  communicate  itfelf 
gradually  over  the  whole  aflembly,  the 
Francifcan  Friars  excepted ;  they  were  too 
deeply  interefted  in  the  iflue  of  the  difpute^ 
to  think  it  tedious.  As  often  as  the  Devil's 
Advocate  ftated  an  objection,  evident  figns 
of  impatience,  contempt,  furprife,  indig- 
nation, and  refentment,  appeared  in  the 
countenances  of  the  venerable  brotherhood, 
according  to  their  different  characters  and 
.tempers.  One  fhook  his  head  and  whifpered 
his  neighbour;  another  raifed  his  chin^ 
and  pufhed  up  his  under-lip  with  a  difdain- 
ful  fmile ;  a  third  ftarted,  opened  his  eye- 
lids, as  wide  as  he  could,  and  held  up  both 
his  hands,  with  his  fingers  extended ;  a 
fourth  raifed  his  thumb  XQ  his  mouthy  bit 

thQ 
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the  nail  with  a  grin,  and  jerked  the  thmtfb 
from  his  teeth  towards  the  adverfaryj  ^ 
fifth  ftared,  in  a  mod  expreflive  mwj)^^ 
At  the  Pope,  and  then  fixed  his  ej^^ 
frowning,  on  the  Advocate.  All  wtire  m 
agitation,  till  the  Saint^s  Coun^  b^gim  to 
fpeak,  when  a  profound  filence  took  place, 
and  the  moment  he  had  made  his  anfwer, 
their  countenances  brightened,  a  fmile  of 
fatisfa&ion  fpread  around,  and  they  nodded 
and  fhook  their  beards  at  each  other  with 
mutual  congratulations.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Cardinals,  and  the  other  auditors, 
who  were  not  afleep,  continued  yawning  j 
for  my  own  part,  I  was  kept  awake  pnly 
by  the  interlude  of  grimaces,  played  off  by 
the  Capucins  between  the  arguments.  £x« 
clufive  of  thefe,  the  making  a  Saint  of  4 
Capucin,  is  the  duUefl:  bufinefs  I  ever  was 
witnefs  to.  I  hope  the  map  himfelf  enjoys 
much  felicity  fince  the  ceremony,  in  which 
cafe  no  good-natured  perfon  will  grudge 
(he  tedium  and  fatigue  which  he  fufFered 
po  the  occafion,     I  ought  to  have  told  you, 

tha( 


46o        VIEW    OF    SOCIETY    AND 

that  the  Advocate's  reafoning  'was  all  ia 
Vain ;  the  Devil  loft  his  caufe,  without  the 
poffibility  of  appeal.  The  Saint's  claim  be- 
ing confirmed,  he  was  admitted  into  all  the 
privileges  of  beatification ;  the  Convent  de- 
fraying the  expence  of  the  procefs. 

As  we  returned,  Mr.  Ramfey  aiked,  if 
I  recolleded  the  Saint's  name.  I  faid,  I  did 
not.  "  We  muft  inform  ourfelves,"  faid 
he ;  "  for  when  I  meet  him  above,  I  ihall 
*♦  certainly  claim  fome  merit  with  him, 
^^  from  having  done  penance  at  his  heati- 
^  ficationV 

*  I  have  been  fince  informed»  this  new  Saint  is  called  St. 
^Qonavantura  $  he  was  by  birth  a  Neapolitan. 
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TRavellers  are  too  apt  to  form  hafly, 
and,  for  the  moft  part,  unfavourable 
opinions  of  national  charaders.  Finding 
the  cufloms  and  fentiments  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  foreign  countries  through  which 
they  pafs,  very  different  from  their  own^ 
they  are  ready  to  confider  them  as  erro- 
neous, and  conclude,  that  thofe  who  a£t 
and  think  in  a  manner  fo  oppofite  to  them^^ 
felves,  muft  be  either  knaves,  fools,  or  both. 
In  fuch  hafty  decifions  they  are  often  con- 
firmed by  the  partial  reprefentations  of  a 
few  of  their  own  countrymen,  or  of  other 
foreigners  who  are  eftablifhed  in  fome  pro- 
feflion  in  thofe  countries,  and  who  have  an 
intereft  in  giving  bad  impreffions  of  the 
people  among  whom  they  refide. 

That 
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That  the  Italians   have  an  uncommon 
{hare  of  natural  fagacity  and  acutenels,  is 
pretty   generally    allowed;    but    they   arc 
accufed  of  being  deceitful,  perfidious,  and 
revengeful ;    and  the  frequent  aflailinations 
and  murders  which  happen  in  the   ftreets 
of  the  great  towns  in  Italy,  arc  brought  as 
proofs  of  this  charge.     I  have  not  remain- 
ed  a   fufficient  length   of  time   in    Italy, 
fuppofing  I    were,    in  all   other  refpeStSf 
qualified  to  decide  on  the  charader  of  the 
inhabitants;    but  from  the  opportunities  I 
have  had,  my  idea  of  the  Italians  is,  that 
they  are  an  ingenious,    fober  people,   with 
quick  feelings,  and  therefore  irritable  ;  but 
when  unprovoked,  of  a  mild  and  obliging 
difpofition,  and  lefs  fubjeft  to  avarice,  envy, 
or  repining  at  the  narrownefs  of  their  own 
circumftances,  and  the  comparative  wealth 
of  others,  than  moft  other  nations*     The 
murders  which  occafionally  happen,  pro- 
ceed from  a  deplorable  want  of  police,  and 
fome  very  impolitic  cuftoms,  which  have, 
from  various  caufes,    crept  among  them, 

and 
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and  would  produce  more  frequent  examples 
of  the  fame  kind,  if  they  prevailed  to  the 
fame  degree,  in  fome  other  countries.  I 
beg  you  will  keep  in  your  mind,  that  the 
aflaffinations  which  difgrace  Italy,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  cafe  formerly,  are  now 
entirely  confined  to  the  accidental  fquabbles 
which  occur  among  the  rabble.  No  fuch 
thing  has  been  known  for  many  years 
pad  among  people  of  condition,  or  the 
middle  rank  of  citizens ;  and,  with  regard 
to  the  ftabMngs  which  happen  among  the 
vulgar,  they  almoft  always  proceed  from 
an  immediate  impulfe  of  wrath,  and  are 
feldom  the  efFedt  of  previous  malice,  or  a 
]premeditated  plan  of  revenge.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  ftories  we  have  of  mer- 
cenary bravos,  men  who  formerly  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  made  it  their  profeffion  to 
affaflinate,  and  live  by  the  murders  they 

committed,   are  founded  in  truth;    but  I 

\ 

am  certain,  that  at  prefent  there  is  no  fuch 
trade  in  this  country.  That  the  horrid 
practice  of  drawing  the  knife  and  ilabbing 

7  each 
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each  other,  flill  fubfifts  among  the  Italian 
vulgar,  I  am  perfuaded,  is  owing   to  the 
fcandalous    impunity    with    which    it    is 
treated.     The  afylum  which  churches  and 
convents  offer  to  criminals,  operates  againft 
the  peace  of  fociety,  and  tends  to  the  en- 
couragement of  this  fhocking  cuftora    in 
two  different  manners :    Firfl,  it  increaies , 
the  criminal's  hopes  of  efcaping ;  fecondly, 
it  diminifhes,  in  vulgar  minds,,  the  idea  of 
the  atrocity  of  the  crime.     When  the  po- 
pulace fee  a  murderer  lodged  within  the 
facred  walls  of  a  church,    protedled   and 
fed  by  men  who  are  revered  on  account 
of  their  profeflion,  and  the  fuppofed  fane* 
tity  of  their  lives ;    mufl  not  this  weaken 
the  horror  which  mankind  naturally  have 
for  fuch  a  crime,  and  which  it  ought  to 
be  the  aim  of  every  government  to  aug- 
ment? 

Thofe   who   are   willing  to  admit  that 
this  laft  confideration  may  have  the  effedt 

I  have  afcribed  to  it,  on  the  minds  of  the 

vulgar. 
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V\ilgar,  ftill  contend,  that  the  hopes  of  im- 
punity can  have  little  influence  in^  keeping 
up  the  pradice  of  ftabbing ;  becaufe,  as  has 
been  already  obferved,  thefe  ftabbings  are 
always  in  confequence  of  accidental  quar- 
rels and  fudden  burfls  of  paflion,  in  which 
men  have  no  confideration  about  their 
future  fafetyk  All  I  have  to  fay  in  anfwer 
is,  that  if  the  obfervations  I  have  been  able 
to  make  on  the  human  charafler  are  well 
founded,  there  are  certain  confiderations 
which  never  entirely  lofe  their  influence  on 
the  minds  of  men,  even  when  they  are  in , 
the  height  of  paflion.  I  do  not  mean  that 
there  are  not  inftances  of  men  being  thrown 
into  fuch  paroxyfms  of  fiiry^  as  totally 
deprive  them  of  refledion^  and  make 
them  a<St  like  madmen^  without  any  regard 
to  confequences  |  but  extraordinary  in- 
flances,  which  depend  on  peculiarities  of 
conftitution,  and  very  fingular  eircum- 
fiances,  cannot  deftroy  the  force  of  an 
obfervation  which,  generally  (peaking,  is 
found  juft*  We  every  day  fee  men,  who 
Vol,  1.  H  h  have 
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have  the  charader  of  bdng  of  the  moft 
ungovernable  tempers,  who  are  apt  to  fly 
into  violent  fits  of  paflion  upoa  die  mcrft 
tribal  occafionsy  yet,  in  the  midfk  of  ali 
their  rage,  and  when  they  feem  to  be  cn?- 
tirely  blinded  by  fury,  are  ftill  capable  of 
making  diftindions ;  which  pldniy  evince, 
that  they  are  not  fo  very  much  bfiaded  by 
anger,  as  they  would  feem  to  be.  When 
people  are  fubjed  to  violent  fits  of  choier^ 
and  to  an  unreilrained  licence  of  words  ^uid 
adions,  only  in  the  company  of  thefe  wbo, 
from  their  unfortunate  fituation  in  life^ 
are  obliged  to  bear  fuch  abufe,  it  is  a  plain 
proof  that  confiderations  which  regard  thdt 
own  perfonal  fafety,  have  fome  influence  on 
their  minds  in  the  midft  of  dieir  fury,  and 
inftrud  them  to  be  mad,  certa  ratione  modxh^ 
que.  This  is  frequently  unknown  to  thofe 
choleric  people  themfelves,  while  it  is  fully 
evident  to  every  perfon  of  obfervation  around 
them.  What  violent  fits  of  paifion  do 
fome  men  indulge  themfelves  in  againft 
their   flaves    and   fervants,   which    they 

always 
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always  impute  to  the  ungovernable  nature 
of  their  own  tempers,  of  which,  however, 
they  difplay  the   moft  perfeft  command 
vtpon  much  greater  provocations  givqn  by 
their  fuperiors,  equals,  or  by  any  fet  of 
people  who  are  not  obliged  to  bear  their 
ill  humoun    How  often  do  we  fee  men, 
who  are  agreeable,   cheerful,   polite,  and 
good-temjpered  to  the  world  in  general^ 
gloomy,  peevifh,  and  jpaflionate,  to  thdr 
tnvcs  and  childreti  ?  When  you  happen  to 
be  a  witnefs  to  any  inftance  of  unprovoked 
domeftic  rage,  into  which  they  have  allow- 
ed   themfelves    to    be   tranfported,    they 
will  very  probably  lament  their  misfor- 
fune,  in  having  more  ungovernable  teni- 
pen  than  the  vdk  of  mankind.     But  if  a 
fhah  does  Aot  fyitzk  and  z&,  with  the  fame 
degree  of  violence  on  an  equal  provocation, 
without  Gonfideiing  whether  it  comes  from 
fiipcrior^   equal^   or  dtpen^ant^  he  plainly 
&ews  that  he  can  govern  his  temper,  and 
that  his  not  dcnng  it  on  particular  occafions, 

H  h  a  pro- 
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proceeds  from  the  bafeil  and  mod  deijpicable 
of  all  motives. 

I  remember,  when  I  was  on  the  condnent 
with  the  Englifh  army,  having  feen  an  offi- 
cer beat  a  foldier  very  unmercifully  with  his 
cane :    I  was  then  ilanding  with  fbme  offi- 
cers, all  of  whom  feemed  to  be  filled  with 
indignation  at  this  mean  exercife  of  power. 
When  the  perfon  who  had  performed  the 
intrepid  exploit  came  to  join  the  circle,  he 
plainly  perceived  marks  of  difapprobation 
in  every  countenance ;  for  which  reafon  he 
thought  it  neceflary  to  apologize  for  what 
he  had  done.     **  Nothing,"  fays  he,  *'  pro- 
^^  vokes  me  fo  much  as  a  fellow's  looking 
**  faucily  when  I  fpeak  to  him.     I  have 
told  that  man  fo  fifty  times ;    and   yet, 
on  my  reprimanding  him  juft  now  for 
having  one  of  the  buttons  of  his  waift- 
"  coat  broken,  he  looked  faucily  full  in  my 
"  face ;  which  threw  me  into  fuch  a  paffion, 
"  that  I  could  not  help  threfhing  him. — 

**  However, 


cc 
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"  However,  I  am  forry  for  it,  becaufe  he 
"  has  the  charader  of  being  an  honeft  man, 
"  and  has  always  done  his  duty,  as  a  foldier, 
**  very  well.  How  much,"  continued  he, 
"  are  thofe  people  to  be  envied,  who  have  a 
"  full  command  of  their  tempers  !'* 

"  No  man  can  command  it  more  per- 
"  fedlly  than  yourfelf,"  faid  a  gentleman 
who  was  then  in  the  foot- guards,  and  has 
fince  been  a  general  officer. 

^*  I  often  endeavour  to  do  it,"  replied  the 
choleric  man,  "  but  always  find  it  out  of  my 
**  power.  I  have  not  philofophy  enough  to 
**  check  the  violence  of  my  temper  when 
**  once  I  am  provoked," 

"  You  certainly  do  yourfelf  injuftice, 
**  Sir,"  faid  the  officer;  **  no  perfon  feems 
**  to  have  his  paffions  under  better  difci- 
"  pline.  With  your  brother  officers,  I 
"  never  faw  you,  in  a  fingle  inftance, 
**  break  through  the  rules  of  decorum,  or 

H  h  3  **  aUow 
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**  allow  your  anger  to  overcome  youir  po^ 
**  Utenefe  to  %\k^m.'' 

**  They  never  provoked  me,"  faid  the 
paflionate  man. 

**  Provoked  you!''  rejoined  liie  other; 

**  yes,  Sir,  often,  and  in  a  much  greater 

**  degree  than  the  poor  foldier.     Do  not  I, 

*^  at  this  moment,  give  you  ten  thouiand 

**  times  more  provocation  than  he,  or  any 

"  of  the  unfortunate  men  under  your  com- 

^^  mand,  whom  you  are  fo  apt  to  beat  and 

*^  abufe,  ever  did  ?— and  yet  you  feem  per- 

**  fedly  mafter  of  your  temper.** 

There  was  no  way  left  by  which  the 
choleric  man  could  prove  the  contrary,  ex*^. 
cept  by  knocking  the  other  down ;  but  that 
was  a  method  of  convincing  his  antagonift 
which  be  did  not  think  proper  to  ufe.  A 
more  intrepid  man,  in  the  fame  predica^^ 
ment,  would  very  probably  have  had  re^ 
courfe  to  that  expedient;  but  in  general 
mankind  are  able,  even  in  the  Science  of 

paflion. 
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pailioQ,  to  eftimate,  ia  fome  meafure,  the 
rifk  they  run ;  aad  the  populace  of  every 
country  are  more  readily  kindled  to  that 
inferior  degree  of  rage,  which  makes  them 
Ipfe  their  horror  for  the  crime  of  murder, 
and  difregard  the  life  of  a  fellow-creature, 
than  to  that  higher  pitch,  which  deprives 
them  of  all  confideration  for  their  own  per- 
fonal  fafety. 

In  England,  Germany,  or  France,  a  man 
knows,  that  if  he  commits  a  murder,  every 
perfon  around  him  will,  from  that  inftant, 
become  his  enemy,  and  ufe  every  means  to 
feize  him,  and  bring  him  to  juftice.  He 
knows  that  he  will  be  immediately  carried 
to  prifon,  and  put  to  an  ignominious  death, 
amidft  the  execrations  of  his  countrymen. 
ImprefTed  with  thefe  fentiments,  and  with 
the  natural  horror  for  murder  which  fuch 
fentiments  augment,  the  populace  of  thofe 
countries  hardly  ever  "have  recourfe  to  ftab- 
bing  in  their  accidental  quarrels,  however 
they  may  be  inflamed  with  anger  and  rage. 

Hh  4  The 
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The  lowed  blackguard  in  the  ftreets  of 
London,  will  not  draw  a  knife  againfl  an 
antagonift  far  fuperior  to  himfelf  in  ftrength. 
He  will  fight  him  fairly  with  his  fifts  as 
long  as  he  can,  and  bear  the  fevereft  drub- 
bing, rather  than  ufe  a  means  of  defence 
which  is  held  in  deteftation  by  his  country- 
men, and  which  would  bring  himfelf  to  the 
gallows. 

The   murders  committed  in  Germany, 
France,    or  England,    are  therefore  com- 
paratively few   in    number,    and   happen 
generally  in  confequence  of  a  pre-concerted 
plan,  in  which  the  murderers  have  taken 
meafures  for  their  efcape  or  concealment, 
without  which  they  know  that  inevitable 
death  awaits  them.  ^In  Italy  the  cafe  is 
difFerent :  an  Italian  is  not  under  the  influ- 
ence  of  fo  ftrong  an  impreffion,  that  certain 
execution  muft  be  the  confequence  of  his 
committing  a  murder ;    he  is  at  lefs  pains 
to  reftrain  the  wrath  which  he  feels  kin- 
dling within  his  breaft  j   he  allows  his  rage 

full 
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full  fcope }  and,  if  hard  prefled  by  the  fu- 
perior  ftrength  of  an  enemy,  he  does  not 
fcruple  to  extricate  himfelf  by  a  thruft  of  his 
knife ;  he  knows,  that  if  fome  of  the  Sbirri 
are  not  prefent,  no  other  perfon  will  feize 
him  ;  for  that  office  is  held  in  fuch  detefta- 
tion  by  the  Italian  populace,  that  none  of 
them  will  perform  any  part  of  its  fundions* 
The  murderer  is  therefore  pretty  certain 
of  gaining  fome  church  or  convent,  where 
he  will  be  protefted,  till  he  can  compound 
the  matter  with  the  relations  of  the  deceafed, 
or  efcape  to  fome  of  the  other  Italian  States; 
which  is  no  very  difficult  matter,  as  the  do^ 
minions  of  none  are  very  extenfive. 

Befidcs,  when  any  of  thefe  aflaffins  has 
not  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  within  the 
portico  of  a  church  before  he  is  feized  by 
the  Sbirri,  and  when  he  is  a<3:ually  carried 
to  prifon,  it  is  not  a  very  difficult  matter 
for  his  friends  or  relations  to  prevail,  by 
their  entreaties  and  tears,  on  fome  of  the 
Cardinals  or  Princes,  to  interfere  in  his  fa** 

vour^ 
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vour,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  his  pardon, 
if  this  is  the  cafe,  and  I  am  afltired  from 
authority  which  fully  convinces  me  that  it  is, 
we  need  be  no  longer  furprifed  that  murder 
is  more  common  among  the  Italian  popu- 
lace, than  among  the  common  people  of 
any  other  country.     As  foon  as  afylums  io% 
fuch  criminals  are  abolifhed,  and  jufiice  is 
allowed  to  take  its  natural  cour£e,  that  foul 
Itain  will  be  entirely  effaced  from  the  national 
charadier  of  the  modern  Italians.   This  is  al* 
ready  verified  in  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tu^ 
eany's  dominions.    The  fame  edi£l;  which 
declared  that  churches  and  convents  fhould 
no  longer  be  places  of  refuge  for  murderers, 
has  totally  put  a  ftop  to  the  ufe  of  the  ftiletto ; 
and  the  Florentine  populace  now  fight  with 
the  fame  blunt  weapons  that  are  ufed  by  the 
common  people  of  other  nations. 

I  am  afraid  you  will  think  I  have  been  a 
little  prolix  on  this  occafion ;  but  I  had  two 
objects  in  view,  and  was  folicitous  about 
both.     The  firfl  was  to  fhew,    that   the 

treacherous 
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treacherous  and  perfidious  diipofition  im^ 

puted  to  the  Italians,  is,  like  moft  other 

national  refledions,  ill  founded ;    and  that 

the  fads  brought  in  proof  of  the  accufation^ 

proceed  from  other  caufes :  the  fecond  vras^ 

to  demonftrate  to  certain  choleric  gentlemen, 

\?ho  pretend  to  have  ungovernable  tempers, 

as  an  excufe  for  rendering  every  creature 

dependent  on  them  miferable,  that  in  their 

furious  fits  they  not  only  behave  ridiculoufly, 

but  baiely.     In  civil  life,  in  England,  they 

have  the  power  of  only  making  themfelves 

contemptible}    but  in  the  army  or  navy, 

or  in  our  iflands,  they  often  render  them^ 

felves  the  objeds  of  horron 


476       VIEW   OF   SOCIETY   AND 


LETTER     XLIV. 

Rome. 

THEFTS  and  crimes  which  are  not 
capital  are  punifhed  at  Rome,  and 
fome  other  towns  of  Italy,  by  imprifon- 
xnent,  or  by  what  }s  called  the  Cord.      This 
laft  is  performed  in  the  ftreet.     The  cul- 
prit's hands  are  bound  behind  by  a  cord, 
which  runs  on  a  pulley ;   he  is  then  drawn 
up  twenty  or  thirty  feet  from  the  ground, 
and,  if  lenity  is  intended,  he  is  let  down 
fmoothly  in  the  fame  manner  he  was  drawn 
up.     In  this  operation  the  whole  weight 
of  the  criminal's  body  is  fuftained  by  his 
hands,    and  a  ftrong   man   can   bear   the 
punifhment  inflivSted  in  this  manner  with- 
out future  inconveniency  j  for  the  ftrength 
of  the  mufcles  of  his  arms  enables  him  to 
keep  his  hands  prefled  on  the  middle  of 
his  back,  and  his  body  hangs  in  a  kind  of 
horizontal  pofition.     But  when  they  intend 

to 
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to  be  fevere,  the  criminal  is  allowed  to  fall 
from  the  greateft  height  to  which  he  had 
been  raifed,  and  the  fall  is  abruptly  checked 
in  the  middle ;  by  which  means  the  hands 
and  arms  are  immediately  pulled  above  the 
head,  both  fhoulders  are  diflocated,  and  the 
body  fwings,  powerlefs,  in  a  perpendicular 
line.  It  is  a  cruel  and  injudicious  puniih* 
ment,  and  left  too  much  in  the  power  of 
thofe  who  fuperintend  the  execution,'  to 
make  it  fevere  or  not,  as  they  are  inclined. 

Breaking  on  the  wheel  is  never  ufed  in 
Rome  for  any  crime  j  but  they  fometimes 
put  in  practice  another  mode  of  e:cecution||i 
which  is  much  more  fliocking  in  appear- 
ance, than  cruel  in  reality.  The  criminal 
being  feated  on  a  fcafFold,  the  executioner^ 
who  (lands  behind,  ftrikes  him  on  the  head 
with^a  hammer  of  a  particular  confl:ru£tion^ 
which  deprives  him,  at  once,  of  all  fen* 
fation.  When  it  is  certain  that  he  is  com- 
pletely dead,  the  executioner,  with  a  largt 
knife,  cuts  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear.     Tliis 

laft 
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kft  part  of  the  ceremony  is  Aoiight  to 
make  a  ftronger  impreflion  on  the  kninda 
6f  the  fpedators,  than  ihe  bloodlels  hlovr 
which  deprives  the  criminal  of  life.  Whe- 
Aer  the  advantages  refuidog  from  diis  are 
fufficient  to  compenface  for  (hocking  the 
public  eye  with  fuch  abominable  fig^ts^  I 
very  mudi  queftion. 

Executions  are  not  frequent  at  Rome,  for 
the  reafons  already  given :  there  has  been 
only  one  fince  our  arrival ;  and  thofe  who 
are  of  the  mod  forgiving  difpofition  will 
acknowledge^  that  this  criminal  was  not 
put  to  death  till  the  meafure  of  his  inquity 
was  fufficiently  full ;  he  was  condemned  to 
be  hanged  for  his  fifth  murder.  I  (hall  give 
you  fome  account  of  his  executioui  and  the 
ceremonies  which  accompanied  it,  becaufe 
they  throw  fome  light  on  the  fentiments  aud 
character  of  the  people. 

Firft  of  all,  there  was  a  proceflitih  of 
prieftS)  one  of  whom  carried  a  cruci6x  on 
a  pole  hung  with  black  j  they  were  follow- 

I  ed 
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ed  by  a  number  of  people  in  long  gowns 
which  covered  them  from  head  to  foot^ 
with  holes  immediately  before  the  face, 
through  which  thofe  in  this  difguife  could 
fee  every  thing  perfedly,  while  they  could 
not  be  recognized  by  the  ^edators.  They 
are  of  the  Company  della  Mifericordia, 
which  is  a  fociety  of  perfons  who,  from 
motives  of  piety,  think  it  a  duty  to  vifit 
criminals  under  fentence  of  death,  endea- 
vour to  bring  them  to  a  proper  fenfe  of 
their  guilt,  aflift  them  In  making  the  beft 
ufe  of  the  fhort  time  they  have  to  live,  and 
who  never  forfake  them  till  the  moment 
of  their  execution.  People  of  the  firft  rank 
are  of  this  fociety^  and  devoutly  perform 
the  mod  laborious  fun&ions  of  it.  All  of 
them  carried  lighted  torches,  and  a  few 
fhook  tin  boxes,  into  which  the  multitude 
put  money  to  defray  the  expence  of  mafles 
for  the  foul  of  the  criminal.  This  is  con- 
fidered  by  many  as  the  mofl:  meritorious 
kind  of  charity ;  and  fome,  whofe  circum- 
dances  do  not  permit  them  to  bellow  much, 

confine 
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confine  all  the  expence  they  can  afibrd  in 
charity,  to  the  fingle  article  of  purchafing 
mafTes  to  be  faid  in  behalf  of  thofe  vrha 
have  died  without  leaving  a  farthing  to 
fave  their  fouls.  The  rich,  fay  they,  who 
have  much  fuperfluous  wealth,  may  throw 
away  part  of  it  in  ads  of  temporal  charity  ; 
but  it  is,  in  a  more  particular  manner,  the 
(duty  of  thofe  who  have  little  to  give,  to 
take  care  that  this  little  ihall  be  applied  to 
the  moft  beneficial  purpofes.  What  is  the 
relieving  a  few  poor  families  from  the  fiivo* 
lous  diftrefles  of  cold  and  hunger,  in  com- 
parifon  of  freeing  them  from  many  years 
burning  in  fire  and  brimftone  ?  People  are 
reminded  of  this  eflential  kind  of  charity, 
not  only  by  the  preachers,  but  alfo  by 
infcriptions  upon  the  walls  of  particular 
churches  and  convents ;  and  fometimes  the 
aid  of  the  pencil  is  called  in  to  awaken  the 
compundion  of  the  unfeeling  and  hard- 
hearted. On  the  external  walls  of  fome 
convents,  immediately  above  the  box  into 
which  ycu  are  diredted  to  put  your  money, 

views 
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views  of  purgatory  are  painted  in  the  moft 
flaming  colours,  where  people  are  feen  in 
all  the  agonies  of  burning,  raifing  their  in- 
dignant eyes  to  thofe  unmindful  relations 
and  acquaintances,  who,  rather  than  part 
with  a  little  money,  allow  them  to  remain 
in   thofe    abodes    of  torment.      One  can 
hardly  conceive  how  any  mortal  can  pais 
fuch  a  picture  without  emptying  his  purfe 
into  the  box,  if,  by  fo  doing,  he  believed 
he  could  redeem,  I  will  not  fay  a  human 
creature,  but  even  a  poor  incorrigible  dog, 
or   vicious   horfe,    firom   fuch   a   dreadful 
fituation.     As  the  Italians  in  general  feem 
•  to  have  more  fcnfibility  than  any  people  I 
am  acquainted  with,  and  as  I  fee  fome,  who 
cannot    be   fuppofed    totally   in   want   of 
money,  pafs  by  thofe  pidures  every  day 
without  putting  a  farthing  into  the  box,  I 
muft  impute   this   ftinginefs  to  a  lack  of 
faith  rather  than  of  fenfibility.     Such  un- 
mindful   paflengers    are    probably   of  the 
number  of  thofe,  who  begin  to  fufpedt  that 
the  money  of  the  living  can  be  of  little  ufc 
Vol.  I.  I  i  to 
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to  the  dead.  Being  abfolutely  certain  that 
it  gives  themfelvcs  much  pain  to  part  with 
it  in  this  world,  and  doubtful  whether  it 
will  have  any  efficacy  in  abridging  the  pains^ 
of  their  friends  in  the  other,  they  hedtate 
for  fome  time  between  the  two  rifks,  that 
of  lofing  their  own  money,  and  that  of 
allowing  their  neighbour's  foul  to  continue 
in  torture ;  and  it  would  appear  that  thofe 
fceptics  generally  decide  the  diipute  in  fa<- 
vour  of  the  money. 

But  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  that  which  I  have 
been  defcribing,  where  a  poor  wretch  is  juft 
going  to  be  thruft  by  violence  out  of  one 
world,  and  folicits  a  little  money  to  fecure 
him  a  tolerable  reception  in  another,  the  paC- 
fions  of  the  fpedators  are  too  much  agitated 
for  cold  reafoning,  and  the  moft  niggardly 
fceptic  throws  his  mite  into  the  boxes  of 
the  Compagnia  della  Mifericordia.  Imme- 
diately after  them  came  the  malefaflor 
himfelf,  feated  in  a  cart,  with  a  Gapucin 
Friar  on  each  fide  of  him.     The  hangman, 

with 
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with  two  afliftants,  drefled  in  fcarlet  jackets, 
walked  by  the  cart.  This  proceflion  hav- 
ing moved  flowly  round  the  gallows,  which 
was  creded  in  the  Piazza  del  Populo,  the 
culprit  defcended  from  the  cart,  and  was  led 
to  a  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood,  attended 
by  the  two  Capucins.  He  remained  there 
about  half  an  hour,  was  confefTed,  and 
received  abfolution ;  after  which  he  came 
out,  exclaiming  to  the  populace  to  join  in 
prayers  for  his  foul,  and  walked  with  a 
hurried  pace  to  the  gallows ;  the  hangman 
and  his  afliftants  having  hold  of  his  arms, 
they  fupported  him  up  the  ladder,  the 
unhappy  man  repeating  prayers  as  faft  aa 
he  could  utter  till  he  was  turned  off.  He 
was  not  left  a  moment  to  himfelf.  The 
executioner  ftepped  from  the  ladder,  and 
ftood  with  a  foot  on  each  of  his  fhoulders, 
fupporting  himfelf  in  that  fituation  with 
his  hands  on  the  top  of  the  gallows,  the 
afTiftants  at  the  fame  time  pulling  down 
the  malefactor's  legs,  fo  that  he  muft  have 
died  in  an.  inftant.     The  executioner,  in  a 

I  i  2  Ihort 


'48+*      VIEW   OF    SOCIETY    AND 

(hort  time,   (lid  to  the  ground   along  the 
dead  body,   as  a  failor  Aides  on   a   rope. 
They  then  removed  the  cloth   which    co- 
vered his  face,  and  twirled  the  body  round 
with  great  rapidity,  as  if  their  intention  had 
been  to  divert  the  mob ;    who,  however, 
did  not  fhew  any  difpofition  to  be  amufed 
in   that    manner.     The    multitude    beheld 
the  fcene  with  filent  awe  and  con^paflion* 
During  the  time  appointed  by  law  for  the 
body  to  hang,  all  the  members  of  the  pro- 
ceffion,  with  the  whole  apparatus  of  torches, 
crucifixes,    and    Capucins,    went    into    a 
neighbouring  church,  at  the  corner  of  the 
Strada  del  Babbuino,  and  remained  there 
till  a  mafs  was  faid  for  the  foul  of  the  de- 
ceafed  ;  and  when  that  was  concluded,  they 
returned  in  proceflion  to  the  gallows,  with 
a  coffin    covered    with   black    cloth.      On 
their  approach,  the  executioner,  with  his 
afliftants,  haftily  retired  among  the  crowd, 
'  and  were  no  more  allowed  to  come  near 
the  body.     The  condemned  perfon  having 
now  paid  the  forfeit  due  to  his  crimes,  was 

no 
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no  longer  confidered  as  an  objeft  of  hatred  j 
his  dead  body  was  therefore  refcued  from 
the  contaminating  touch  of  thofe  who  are 
held  by  the  populace  in  the  greateft  abhor- 
rence. Two  perfons  in  mafks,  and  with 
black  gowns,  mounted  the  ladder  and  cut 
the  rope,  while  others  below,  of  the  fame 
fociety,  received  the  body,  and  put  it  care- 
fully into  the  coffin.  An  old  woman  then 
faid,  with  an  exalted  voice,  "  Adeflb  fpero 
"  che  Tanima  fua  fia  in  paradifo ;"  *'  Now 
"  I  hope  his  foul  is  in  heaven;'*  and  the 
multitude  around  feemed  all  inclined  to  hope 
the  fame. 


The  ferious  and  compaffionate  manner 
in  which  the  Roman  populace  beheld  this 
execution,  forms  a  prefumption  of  the 
gentlenefs  of  their  difpofitions.  The  crimes 
of  which  this  man  had  been  guilty,  muft 
naturally  have  raifed  their  indignation,  and 
his  profeffion  had  a  tendency  to  increafe  and 
keep  it  up ;  for  he  was  one  of  the  Sbirri,  all 
pf  whom  are  held  in  the  mod  perfeft  detefta- 

I  i  3  tiou 
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tion  by  the  common  people ;  yet  the  moment 
they  faw  this  objed  of  their  hatred  in  the 
charader  of  a  poor  condenmed  man,  about 
to  fufFer  for  his  crimes,  all  their  animofity 
ceafed ;  no  rancour  was  dilplayed,  nor  the 
lead  infult  offered,  which  could  difturb  him 
in  his  laft  moments.  They  viewed  him  with 
the  eyes  of  pity  and  forgivenefs,  and  joined, 
with  earneftnefs,  in  prayers  for  his  future 
welfare. 

The  manner  in  which  this  man  was  put 
to  death  was,  no  doubt,  uncommonly  mild, 
when  compared  with  the  atrocity  of  his 
guilt ;  yet  I  am  convinced,  that  the  folemn 
circumftances  which  accohipanied  his  exe- 
cution, made  a  greater  impreflion  on  the 
minds  of  the  populace,  and  would  as  effec- 
tually deter  them  from  the  crimes  for  which 
he  was  condemned,  as  if  he  had  been  broken 
alive  on  the  wheel,  and  the  execution  per- 
formed in  a  lefs  folemn  manner. 

Convinced  as  I  am  that  all  horrid  and 

refined  cruelty  in  the  execution  of  crimi- 

■ ■  • 

nals 
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nals  is,  at  beft,  unneceffary,  I  never  heard 
of  any  thing  of  that  nature  without  horror 
and  indignation.  Other  methods,  no  way 
conneded  with  the  fufFerings  of  the  pri- 
foner,  equally  deter  from  the  crime,  and, 
in  all  other  refpeds,  have  a  better  influ- 
ence on  the  minds  of  the  multitude.  The 
procefllon  defcribed  above,  I  plainly  per- 
ceived, made  a  very  deep  impreflion.  I 
thought  I  faw  more  people  afFedted  by  it 
than  I  have  formerly  obferved  among  a 
much  greater  crowd,  who  were  gathered 
to  fee  a  dozen  or  fourteen  of  their  fellow- 
creatures  dragged  to  the  fame  death  for 
houfe-breaking  and  highway  robbery;  mere 
venial  offences,  in  comparifon  of  what  this 
Italian  had  perpetrated.  The  attendance 
of  the  Capucins,  the  crucifixes,  the  So- 
ciety of  Mifericordia,  the  ceremony  of  con- 
fefl[ion,  all  have  a  tendency  to  ftrike  the 
mind  with  awe,  and  keep  up  the  belief  of 
a  future  ftate;  and  when  the  multitude 
behold  fo  many  people  employed,  and  fo 
much  pains  taken,  to  fave  the  foul  of  one 

I  i  4  of 
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of  the  moft  worthlefs  of  mankind,  they 
muft  think,  that  the  faving  of  a  foul  is  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  and  therefore 
naturally  infer,  that  the  fooner  they  begin 
to  take  care  of  their  own,  the  better.  But 
when  criminals  are  carried  to  execution 
with  little  or  no  folemnity,  amidft  the  fliouts 
of  an  unconcerned  rabble,  who  applaud 
them  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  indif- 
ference and  impenitence  they  difplay,  and 
confider  the  whole  fcene  as  a  fource  of  amufe- 
ment ;  how  can  fuch  exhibitions  make  any 
ufeful  impreflion,  or  terrify  the  thoughtlefs 
and  defperate  from  any  wicked  propenfity  ? 
If  there  is  a  country  in  which  great  num- 
bers of  young  inconfiderate  creatures  are, 
fix  or  eight  times  every  year,  carried  to  exe- 
cution in  this  tumultuous,  unafFeding  man- 
ner, might  not  a  ftranger  conclude,  that  the 
view  of  the  legiflature  was  to  cut  off  guilty 
individuals  in  the  leaft  alarming  way  poflible, 
that  others  might  not  be  deterred  frora  foK 
lowing  th?ir  example  ? 
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LETTER    XLV. 

Rome. 

THOSE  who  have  a  real  pleafure  la 
contemplating  the  remains  of  an- 
tique, and  the  nobleft  fpecimens  of  modern 
architedure,  who  are  ftruck  with  the  ini- 
mitable delicacy  and  expreflion  of  Greek 
fculpture,  and  wifh  to  compare  it  with  the 
moft  fuccefsful  efforts  of  the  moderns,  and 
who  have  an  unwearied  admiration  of  the 
charms  of  painting,  may,  provided  they 
have  not  more  important  avocations  elfe- 
where,  employ  a  full  year  with  fatisfadlion 
in  this  city. 

What  is  called  a  regular  courfe  with  an 
Antiquarian,  generally  takes  dp  about  fix 
weeks ;  employing  three  hours  a  day,  you 
may,  in  that  time,  vifit  all  the  churches, 
palaces,  villas,  and  ruins,  worth  feeing,  in 
pr  near  Rome.     But  after  having  made  this 

courfe^ 
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courfe,  however  diftindly  every  thing  may 
have  been  explained  by  the  Antiquarian^ 
if  you  do  not  vifit  the  moft  interefting  again 
and  again,  and  refied:  on  them  at  more 
leifure,  your  labour  will  be  of  little  ufe ; 
for  the  objects  are  fo  various,  and  thofe 
you  fee  on  one  day,  fo  apt  to  be  effaced 
by,  or  confounded  with,  thofe  you  behold 
on  another,  that  you  muft  carry  away  a 
very  faint  and  indiftindl  recoUedion  of  any. 
Many  travellers  have  experienced  the  truth 
of  this  obfervation. 


One  young  Englifh  gentleman,  who 
happens  not  to  be  violently  fmitten  with 
the  charms  of  virtu,  and  fcorns  to  afFed 
what  he  does  not  feel,  thought  that  two  or 
three  hours  a-day,  for  a  month  or  fix  weeks 
together,  was  rather  too  much  time  to  be- 
llow on  a  purfuit  in  which  he  felt  no  plea- 
fure,  and  faw  very  little  utility.  The  only 
advantage  which,  in  his  opinion,  the 
greater  part  of  us  reaped  from  our  fix 
weeks  tour,  was,  that  we  could  fay  ^  we  had 

feen 
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fecn  a  great  many  fine  things  which  he  had 
not  feen.  This  was  a  fuperiority  which  he 
could  not  brook,  and  which  he  refolved 
we  Ihould  not  long  enjoy.  Being  fully 
convinced,  that  the  bufinefs  might  be, 
with  a  little  exertion,  difpatched  in  a  very 
ihort  fpace  of  time,  he  prevailed  on  a 
proper  perfon  to  attend  him;  ordered  a 
poil-chaife  and  four  horfes  to  be  ready 
early  in  the  morning,  and  driving  through 
churches,  palaces,  villas,  and  ruins,  with 
all  poffible  expedition,  he  fairly  faw,  in 
two  days,  all  that  we  had  beheld  during 
our  crawling  courfe  of  fix  weeks.  I  found 
afterwards,  by  the  lift  he  kept  of  what  he 
had  feen,  that  we  had  not  the  advantage 
.  of  him  in  a  fingle  pidlure,  or  the  moft  mu^ 
tilated  remnant  of  a  ftatue. 

I  do  not  propofe  this  young  gentleman's 
plan  as  the  very  beft  poffible ;  but  of  this 
I  am  certain,  that  he  can  give  as  fatisfac- 
tory  an  account  of  the  curiofities  of  Rome, 
as  fome  people  of  my  acquaintance  who 

viewed 
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viewed  them  with  equal  fenfibility,  and  at  a 
great  deal  more  leifure. 

Thofe  travellers  who  cannot  remain  a 
confiderable  time  at  Rome,  would  do  well 
to  get  a  judicious  lift  of  the  moft  intereft- 
ing  objeds  in  architedure,  fculpture,  and 
painting,  that  are  to  be  feen  here ;  they 
ought  to  vifit  thefe  frequently,  and  thefe 
only,  by  which  means  they  will  acquire  a 
ftrong  ahd  diftincSt  impreffion  of  what  they 
fee ;  inftead  of  that  tranfient  and  confufed 
idea  which  a  vaft  number  of  things,  viewed 
fuperficially,  and  in  a  hurry,  leave  in  the 
mind.  After  they  have  examined,  with 
due  attention,  the  moft  magitificent  and 
beft  preferved  remains  of  ancient  architec- 
ture, very  few  have  fatisfadion  in  view- 
ing a  parcel  of  old  bricks,  which,  they  are 
told,  formed  the  foundation  of  the  baths  of 
fome  of  the  Emperors.  And  there  are  not 
many  who  would  regret  their  not  having 
feen  great  numbers  of  ftatues  and  pictures 
of  inferior  merit,  when  they  had  beheld  all 

that 
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that  are  univerfally  efteemed  the  befL 
Would  it  not  be  highly  judicious,  therefore, 
in  the  greateft  number  of  travellers,  without 
abridging  the  ufual  time  of  the  courfe,  to 
make  it  much  lefs  comprehend ve  ? 

Befides  churches,  there  are  about  thirty 
palaces  in  Rome,  as  full  of  pidures  as  the 
walls  can  bear.  The  Borghefe  Palace 
alone  is  faid  to  contain  above  lixteea 
hundred,  all  original.  There  are  alfo  ten 
or  twelve  villas  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  city,  which  are  ufually  vifited  by 
ftrangers.  You  may  judge  from  this,  what 
a  tafk  they  undertake,  who  refolve  to  go 
through  the  whole ;  and  what  kind  of  an 
idea  they  are  likely  to  carry  away,  who 
perform  this  taik  during  a  ftay  of  a  few 
months.  Of  the  villas,  the  Pineiana,  which 
belongs  to  the  Borghefe  family,  is  the  mofl 
remarkable.  I  fhall  cotifine  myfelf  to  a 
few  curfory  remarks  on  fome  of  the  mod 
efteemed  curiofities  it  contains.  The  Her- 
maphrodite, 


494       VIEW   OF   SdCIETY   AND 

nlaphrodite,  of  whiclx  you  have  ieen  fo 
many  prints  and  models,  is  accounted  by 
many,  one  of  the  fineft  pieces  of  fculpturc 
in  the  world.  The  mattrafs,  upon  which 
this  fine  figure  reclines,  is  the  work  of 
the  Cavalier  Bernini,  and  nothing  can  be 
more  admirably  executed.  Some  critics 
fay,  he  has  performed  his  talk  too  ive/I^ 
becaufe  the  admiration  of  the  fpe<&ator  it 
divided  between  the  ilatue  and  the  mattrafs. 
This,  however,  ought  qot  to  be  imputed  as 
a  fault  to  that  great  artift  j  fince  he  con- 
defcended  to  make  it  at  all,  it  was  his  bufi- 
nefs  to  make  it  as  perfedt  as  poffible.  I  have 
heard  of  an  artift  at  Vprfailles,  in  a  dif- 
ferent line,  who  attempted  fomething  of 
the  fame  nature;  he  had  exerted  all  his 
abilities  in  making  a  periwig  for  a  cele- 
brated preacher,  who  was  to  preach  on  a 
particular  occafion  before  the  court;  and 
he  imagined  he  had  fucceeded  to  a  miracle. 
**  ril  be  hanged,"  faid  he  to  one  of  his 
companions,  "  if  his  Majefty,  or  any  man 

2  "  of 


MANNERS    IN   ITALY.  495 

*^  of  tafte,  will  pay  much  attention  to  the 
"  fermon  to-day.'* 

Among  the  antiques,  there  is  a  Centaur 
in  marble,  with  a  Cupid  mounted  on  his 
back.  The  latter  has  the  ceftus  of  Venus, 
and  the  ivy  crown  of  Bacchus,  in  alludoa 
to  beauty  and  wine ;  he  beats  the  Centaur 
with  his  fift,  and  feems  to  kick  with  violence 
to  drive  him  along.  The  Centaur  throws 
back  his  head  and  eyes  with  a  look  of  re- 
morfe,  as  if  he  were  unwilling,  though 
forced,  to  proceed.  The  execution  of  this 
group,  is  admired  by  thoffe  who  look  upoa 
it  merely  as  a  jeu  d'efprit ;  but  it  acquires 
additional  merit,  when  confidered  as  alle- 
gorical of  men  who  are  hurried  on  by  the 
violence  of  their  paflions,  and  lament  their 
own  weaknefs,  while  they  find  themfelves 
unable  to  refift. 

There  is  another  figure  which  claims  at- 
tention, more  on  account  of  the  allegory 
than  the  fculpture.  This  is  a  fmall  ftatue  of 
Venus  Cloacina,  trampling  on  an  impreg- 
nated 
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nated  uterus,  and  tearing  the  wings  of 
Cupid.  The  allegory  indicates,  that  profti- 
tution  is  equally  deftrudive  of  generation 
and  love.  Keyfler  mentioning  this,  calls  it 
a  ftatue  of  Venus,  lamenting  her  rafhnefs 
in  clipping  Cupid's  wings. 

The  ftatue  called  Zingara,  or  the  Fortune- 
teller, is  antique,  all  but  the  head,  which  is 
Bernini's ;  the  face  has  a  ftrong  expreflion 
of  that  fly  fhrewdnefs,  which  belongs  to 
thofe  whofe  trade  it  is  to  impofe  on  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  vulgar  ;  with  a  great  look  of 
fome  modern  gypfies  I  have  feen,  who  have 
impofed  moft  egregioufly  on  the  fclf-love 
and  credulity  of  the  great. 

Seneca  dying  in  the  Bath,  in  touchftone  j 
round  his  middle  is  a  girdle  of  yellow 
marble;  he  ftands  in  a  bafon  of  bluifli 
marble  lined  with  porphyry ;  his  knees 
feem  to  bend  under  him,  from  weaknefs  j 
his  features  denote  faintnefs,  languor,  and 
the  approach  ,  of  death ;  the  eyes  are 
enamelled,  which  gives  the  countenance  a 

fierce 
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fierce  and  difagreeable  look.  Colouring 
the  eyes  always  has  a  bad  efFedl  in  fculp- 
ture ;  they  form  too  violent  a  contraft  with 
the  other  features,  which  remain  of  the 
natural  colour  of  the  marble.  When  the 
eyes  are  enamelled,  it  is  requifite  that  all 
the  face  fhould  be  painted,  to  produce  the 
agreeable  harmony  of  life. 

The  Faun  dandling  an  infant  Bacchus, 
is  one  of  the  gayeft  figures  that  can  be 
imagined. 

In  this  Villa,  there  are  alfo  fomc  highly 
efteemed  pieces  by  Bernini,  -flilneas  carry- 
ing his  father ;  David  flinging  the  ftone  at 
Goliath;  and  Apollo  purfuing  Daphne :  the 
laft  is  generally  reckoned  Bernini's  mafter- 
piece ;  for  my  part,  I  have  fo  bad  a  tafte 
as  to  prefer  the  fecond.  The  figure  of 
David  is  nervous,  with  great  anatomical 
juftnefs,  and  a  ftrong  expreflion  of  keennefs 
and  exertion  to  hit  his  mark,  and  kill  his 
enemy;  but  the  countenance  of  David 
wants  dignity,    /in  ancient  artifl,  perhaps^ 

.  Vol.  1.  K  k  could 
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could  not  have  givtn  more  ardour,  but  he 
Would  have  given  more  noblene(s  to  the 
features  of  David.  Some  may  fay,  that  as 
he  was  but  a  ftiepherd,  it  was  proper  he 
fliould  have  the  look  of  a  down ;  but  it 
ought  to  be  remembered,  that  David  was  a 
very  extraordinary  man ;  and  if  the  artift 
who  formed  the  Belvedere  Apollo,  or  if 
Agadas  the  Ephefian,  had  treated  the  fame 
fubj^dt,  I  imagine  they  would  have  rendered 
their  work*  more  interefting,  by  blending 
the  noble  air  of  an  hero  with  the  fimple 
appearance  of  a  fhepherd*  The  figures  of 
Apollo  and  Daphne  err  in  a  different  man- 
ner. The  face  and  figure  of  Apollo  are 
deficient  in  fimplicity ;  the  noble  fimplidty 
of  the  bed  antique  ftatues :  he  runs  with 
affefted  graces,  and  his  aftonifhment  at  the 
beginning  transformation  of  his  miflrefs  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  naturally  exprefled, 
but  feems  rather  the  exaggerated  aflonifh- 
ment  of  an  adon  The  form  and  fhape  of 
Daphne  are  delicately  executed  ;  but  in  her 
face,  beauty  is,  in  fome  degree,  iacrifieed 

to 
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to  the  expreffion  of  terror;  her  features 
are  too  much  diftorted  by  fean  An  antient 
artift  would  have  made  her  lefs  afraid, 
that  fhe  might  have  been  more  beautifuL 
In  expreffing  terror,  pain,  and  other  im- 
preffions,  there  is  a  point  where  the  beauty 
of  the  fined  countenance  ends,  and  defor- 
mity begins.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Locke 
for  this  obfervation.  In  fome  converfatlons 
I  had  with  him  at  Cologny,  on  the  fubjedl 
of  Sculpture,  that  gentleman  remarked, 
that  it  was  in  the  (kilful  and  temperate 
^exertion  of  her  powers,  in  this  nobleft  pro* 
vince  of  the  art,  txprejjtony  that  ancient 
fculpture  fo  much  excelled  the  modenu 
She  knew  its  limits,  and  had  afcertained 
them  with  precifion.  As  far  as  expreilioa 
would  go  hand  in  hand  with  grace  and 
beauty,  ia  fubjeds  intended  to  excite  fym- 
pathy,  fhe  indulged  her  chifel ;  but  where 
agony  threatened  to  induce  diftortion,  and 
obliterate  beauty,  fhe  wifely  fet  bounds  to 
imitation,  remembering,  that  though  it 
may  be  mcnral  to  pity  uglinefs  in  diftreis, 

K  k  2  it 
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it  is  more  natural  to  pity  beauty  in  the  fame 
jfituation ;  and  that  her  bufinefs  was  not  to 
give  the  ftrongeft  reprefentation  of  nature^ 
but  the  reprefentation  which  would  intereft 
118  mod.     That  ingenious  gentleman,  I  re- 
member, obferved  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the   Greek   artifls  have   been   accufed   of 
having  facrificed  charader  too  much  to  tech- 
nical proportion.    He  continued  to  obferve, 
that  what  is  ufually  called  character  in  a 
face,  is  probably  excefs  in  fome  of  its  parts, 
and  particularly  of  thofe  which  are  under 
the  influence  of  the  mind,  the  leading  paf- 
fion  of  which  marks  fome  feature  for  its 
own,      A  perfedly  fymmetrical  face  bears 
no  mark  of  the  influence  of  either  the  paf- 
fions  or  the  underftanding,   and  reminds 
you  of  Prometheus's  clay  without  his  fire. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  moderns,  by  facri- 
ficing  too  liberally  thofe  technical  propor- 
tions,  which,  when   religioufly   obferved, 
produce  beauty,  to  expreflion,  have  gene- 
rally lofl:  the  very  point  which  they  con- 
tended for.  ,  They  feemed  to  think,  that 

when 
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\vhen  a  pailion  was  to  be  expreffed,  it  could 
not  be  exprefled  too  ftrongly;  and  that 
fympathy  always  followed  in  an  exadl  pro- 
portion with  the  ftrength  of  the  paflion, 
and  the  force  of  its  expreffion.  But  paf- 
lions,  in  their  extreme,  inftead  of  pro- 
ducing fympathy,  generally  excite  feelings 
diametrically  oppofite.  A  vehement  and 
clamorous  demand  of  pity  is  received  with 
negled,  and  fometimes  with  difguft ;  whilft 
a  patient  and  filent  acquiefcence  under  th^ 
preffure  of  mental  afflidlion,  or  feyere  bo- 
dily* pain,  finds  every  heart  in  unifon  with 
its  fuflferings.  The  ancients  knew  to  what 
extent  expreffion  may  be  carried,  with 
good  effeft.  The  author  of  the  famous 
Laocoon,  in  the  Vatican,  knew  where  to 
flop,  and  if  the  figure  had  been  alone,  it 
would  have  been  perfed: ;  there  is  e^quifite 
anguifh  in  the  countenance  ;  but  it  is  borne 
in  filence,  and  without  diftortion  of  fea« 
tures.  Puget  thought  he  could  go  beyond 
the  author  of  Laocoon ;  he  gave  voice  to 
his  Milo ;  he. made  him  roaring  vnth  pain, 

K  k  3  and 
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and  loft  the  fympathy  of  the  fpeftator.  In 
confirmation  of  this  do£trine,  Mr,  JLocke 
defired,  that  when  I  fhould  arrive  at  Ronie,^ 
I  would  examine,  with  attention,  the  cele- 
brated ftatue  of  Niobe,  in  the  Villa  de 
Medici.  I  have  doqe  fo  again  and  agam^ 
and  find  his  remarks  moft  ftrikingly  juft, 
The  author  of  the  Niobe  has  had  the  judg-^ 
ment  not  to  exhibit  all  the  diftrefs  which 
he  might  have  placed  in  her  countenanccn 
fThis  confummate  artift  was  afraid  of 
difturbing  her  features  too  much,  knowing 
full  well,  that  the  point  where  he  was  to 
expe£t  the  moft  fympathy  was  there,  where 
diftrefs  co-operated  with  beauty,  and  where 
vur  pity  met  our  love.  Had  he  fought  it 
one  ftep  farth^,  in  exprejion^  he  had  loft 
it.  It  is  unjuft,  you  will  fay,  that  men 
fhould  not  fympathife  with  homely  women 
in  diftrefs,  in  the  fame  degree  as  they  do 
with  the  bes^utifuL  That  is  very  true  j  but 
it  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  fculptor  to  apply 
his  art  to  men  as  he  finds  them,  not  aa 
they  ought  to  be.     Befide,  this  principle 

has 
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has  full  force,  and  is  ftridly  true,  only  in 
fculpture  and  painting.  For,  in  real  life, 
a  woman  may  engage  a  man's  efteem  and 
afTedtions  by  a  thoufand  fine  qualities,  and 
a  thoufand  endearing  ties,  though  ihe  is 
entirely  deficient  in  beauty. 

This  Villa  is  alfo  enriched  by  one  of  the 
mod  animated  ilatues  in  the  world,  and 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  many  men  of 
tafte,  comes  nearefl,  and,  in  the  judgment 
of  fome,  equals  the  Apollo  of  the  Vatican. 
I  mean  the  flatue  of  the  fighting  Gladiator. 
It  is  difficult,  however,  to  compare  two 
pieces  whofe  merits  are  fo  difierent.  The 
Apollo  is  full  of  grace,  majefly,  and  con- 
icious  fuperiority ;  he  has  fliot  his  arrow, 
and  knows  its  fuccefs.  There  is,  indeed, 
a  flrong  expreffion  of  indignation,  which 
opens  his  lips,  diftends  his  noftrils,  and 
contra^  his  brows ;  but  it  is  the  indigna- 
tion of  a  fuperior  being,  who  punifhes 
while  he  fcorns  the  efforts  of  his  enemy. 
The  Gladiator,  on  the  contrary^  full  of  fire 
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and  youthful  courage,  oppofes  an  enemy 
that  he  does  not  fear;  but  whom,  it  is 
evident,  he  thinks  worthy  of  his  utmoft 
exertion ;  every  limb,  nerve,  and  finew, 
is  in  adtion;  his  ardent  features  indicate 
the  ftrongeft  defire,  the  higheft  cxpefl- 
ation,  but  not  a  perfect  fecurity  of 
vidory.  His  fhape  is  elegant  as  well 
as  nervous,  expreffive  of  agility  as  well 
as  ftrength,  and  equally  diftant  from  the 
brawny  ftrength  of  the  Farnefian  Her- 
cules, and  the  eflfeminate  foftnefs  of  the 
Belvedere  Aritinous.  The  adion  is  tranfi- 
tive  (if  the  term  may  be  fo  ufed),  and  pre- 
paratory only  to  another  difpofition  of  body 
and  limbs,  which  are  to  enable  him  to 
ftrike,  and  which  he  cannot  do  in  his  pre- 
fent  pofition ;  for  the  moment  his  right 
arm  crofled  the  perpendicular  line  of  his 
right  leg,  the  whole  figure  would  be  out 
of  its  centre.  His  adlion  feems  a  combi- 
nation of  the  defenfive  and  ofFenfive  ;  de- 
fehfive  in  i\\Q  prefent  moment,  the  left  arm 
being  advanced  to  fecure  the  adverfary's 

5  blow  J 
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blow ;  and  preparing  for  offence  in  the 
next,  the  left  leg  already  taking  its  fpring 
to  advance,  in  order  to  give  the  figure  a 
centre,  which  may. enable  it  to  ftrike,  with- 
out rifk  of  falling,  if  the  blow  fhould  not 
take  place.  The  aftion  of  the  right  arm, 
however,  will  always  remain  in  fome  de- 
gree problematical,  the  ancient  being  loft ; 
by  whom  the  modern  arm  is  reftored,  I 
never  heard. 

Though  this  fine  figure  generally  goes 
by  the  name  of  the  fighting  Gladiator, 
fome  antiquarians  cannot  allow,  that  ever 
it  was  intended  to  reprefent  a  perfon  of 
that  profeflion,  but  a  Vidor  at  the  Olympic 
games ;  and  allege,  that  Agafias  of  Ephe- 
fus,  the  fculptor's  name,  being  infcribed 
upon  the  pedeftal,  fupports  their  opinion, 
becaufe  the  Greeks  never  ufed  gladiators. 
But  I  fear  this  argument  has  little  weight  j 
for  the  Greek  flaves  at  Rome  put  their 
name  to  their  work ;  and  the  free  Greek 
artifts,  working  in  Greece,  in  public  works, 

found 
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finind  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  fame  in-* 
dulgence.     Thofe  who  wifli  to  re/cue  this 
ftatue  from  the  ignoble  condition  of  a  concK- 
mon  Gladiator,  fay  further,  that  he  looks 
up  as  if  his  adverfary  were  on  horfeback, 
adding,   that   gladiators   never  fought    on 
foot  againft  horfemen  on  the  Arena.     Here 
again,  I  am  afraid,  they  are  miilakeu.     He 
looks  no  higher  than  the  eye  of  an  enemy 

on   foot  i    the   head   mud  have '  a   much 

« 

greater  degree  of  elevation  to  look  up  to  the 
eye  of  an  horfeman,  which  is  the  part  of  your 
advofary  which  you  always  fix. 

Some  learned  gentlemen,  not  fatisfied 
that  this  flatue  (hould  be  thrown  indifcri-* 
xninately  among  Gladiators  and  Vidors  of 
the  Olympic  games,  have  given  it  a  parti- 
xrular  and  lading  chara^er ;  they  roundly 
aflfert,  that  it  is  the  identical  ftatue,  made 
by  order  of  the  Athenian  State,  in  honour 
of  their  countryman  Chabrias ;  and  that  it 
is  precifely  in  the  attitude  which,  accord- 
ing to  Cornelius  Nepos,  that  hero  aifumed, 

when 
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when  he  repulfed  the  army  of  AgefilauSt 
This  idea  is  in  the  true  fpirit  pf  an  anti^* 
quary. 

If,  upon  turning  to  that  author,  you 
remain  unconvinced,  and  are  interefled  in 
the  honour  of  the  ftatue,  I  can  furnifh  you 
with  no  prefumptive  proof  of  its  original 
dignity,  except,  that  the  charadter  of  the 
face  is  noble  and  haughty,  unlike  that  of 
a  flave  and  mercenary  Gladiator.  And 
there  is  no  rope  around  the  nec^  as  the 
Gladiator  Moriens  has,  whom  that  circum<» 
ilance  fufficiently  indicates  to  have  been  in 
ihsit  unfortunate  Qtu^tion* 


5c8        VIEW    OF   SOCIETY    AND 


LETTER    XLVL 


Rome. 


A  FEW  days  fince  I  went  to  call  on  an 
artift  of  my  acquaintance.  I  met, 
coming  out  of  his  door,  an  old  woman,  and  a 
very  handfome  girl,  remarkably  well  fhaped. 
1  rallied  him  a  little  on  the  fubjedt  of  his 
vifitors,  and  his  good  fortune  in  being 
attended  in  a  morning  by  the  prettieft  girl 
I  had  feen  fince  I  came  to  Rome.  "  I  think 
*'  myfelf  fortunate,"  faid  he,  "  in  having 
*'  found  a  girl  fo  perfectly  well  made,  who 
"  allows  me  to  ftudy  her  charms  without 
**  reftraint,  and  at  a  reafonable  price  ;  but 
"  I  aflure  you,  I  can  boaft  of  no  other  kind 
**  of  good  fortune  with  her."  "  I  am  con- 
"  vinced,"  rejoined  I,  "  that  you  take  great 
**  pleafure  in  your  ftudies,  and  there  can  be 
**  no  doubt  that  you  have  made  a  very  de- 
*'  Arable  progrefs."  "  Of  that  you  (hall  be 
"  the  judge,"  replied  he,  leading  me  into 

another 
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another  room,  where  I  faw  a  full  length 
painting  of  the  girl,  in  the  charader  of 
Venus,  and  in  the  ufual  drcfs  of  that  god- 
defs,  "  There,"  faid  he,  "  is  the  only 
"  effe6t  my  ftudies  have  had  hitherto,  and 
**  I  begin  to  fufpedk  that  they  will  never 
**  produce  any  thing  more  nearly  connedted 
"  with  the  original."  He  then  informed 
me,  that  the  old  woman  I  had  feen  was 
the  girl's  mother,  who  never  failed  to  ac-j 
company  her  daughter,  when  fhe  came  as 
a  model  to  him  ;  that  the  father  was  a 
tradefman,  with  a  numerous  family,  who 
thought  this  the  moft  innocent  ufe  that  his 
daughter's  beauty  could  be  put  to,  till  fhe 
Ihould  get  a  hufband  ;  and  to  prevent  its 
being  put  to  any  other,  his  wife  always  ac- 
companied her.  "  I  have  drawn  her  as 
"  Venus,"  added  he ;  "  but,  for  any  thing 
"  I  know  to  the  contrary,  I  ftiould  have  ap- 
**  proached  nearer  to  hef  real  character  if 
**  I  had  painted  her  as  Diana.  She  comes 
"  here  merely  in  obedience  to  her  parents, 
"  and  gains  her  bread  as  innocently  as  if 

"  fhe 
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*•  fhc  were  knitting  purfes  in  a  convent 
"  from  morning  to  tiight^  without  feeing' 
*  tEc  face  of  a  man.'* 

^  However  innocent  all  this  may  be,'* 
laid  I,  "  there  is  fomething  at  which  the 
**  mind  revolts,  in  a  mother's  being  prefent 
•*  when  her  daughter  a£ls  a  part  whicb^ 
*'  if  not  criminal,  is^  at  leaft^  highly  in- 
*'  delicate." 

"  To  be  fure,"  relied  the  painter,  '*  thtf 
^  woman  has  not  quite  fo  much  delicacy  as 
•*  to  ftarve,  rather  than  let  her  daughter 
^  (land  as  a  model ;  yet  fhe  feems  to  have 
•*  attention  to  the  girls  chaftity  too.** 

«*  Chaftity  !"  anfwered  I,  •*  why  this 
**  would  fliock  an  EngUJh  woman  more 
"  than  any  thing  which  could  be  propofed 
to  her.  Every  other  kind  of  liberty  muft 
have  been  prev.ioufly  taken  with  her.  She 
**  muft  be  a  complete  proftitute  in  every 
•*  fenfe  of  the  word,  before  ihe  could  be 
^*  brought    to   fubmit  to  appear  in   this 
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•*  Your  obfcrvation  is  true,"  replied  he ; 
•*  but  it  does  not  prove  that  thofe  who  fub* 
*•  mit  to  this,  to  prevent  their  becoming 
"  proftitutes,  do  not  judge  better  than  thofe 
•*  who  become  proftitutes,  and  then  fubmit 
•*  to  this.  In  different  countries,"  conti«* 
tiued  he,  **  people  think  very  differently 
**  on  fubjeds  of  this  kind.  The  parents  of 
•*  this  girl,  to  my  knowledge,  have  refufed 
**  confiderable  offers  from  men  of  fortune^ 
**  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  viftiing  her. 
**  They  are  fo  very  careful  of  preventing 
•*  every  thing  of  that  nature,  that  fhe  afiu- 
•*  ally  lies  in  the  fame  bed  with  them  botfa^ 
•*  which  is  another  piece  of  indelicacy,  not 
•*  uncommon  among  the  lower  people  in 
•*  Italy.  Thefe  parents  have  the  more 
"  merit  in  refufing  fuch  offers,  as  their 
^  adting  otherwife  would  by  no  means  be 
**  thought  extraordinary ;  nor  would  it  raifc 
*^  the  fame  degree  dF  indignation  here  as  in 
**  fome  other  countries  of  Europe.  Breach 
•*  of  chaftity,  in  females  of  low  rank,  is  not 
^  coafidered  here  in  the  fame  heinous  light 

X  •«  that 
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**  that  it  is  in  fome  parts  of  Germany  and 
*'  Great  Britain ;  where  it  is  deemed  a  crime 
•*  of  fuch  magnitude,  as  to  require  expia- 
**  tion,  by  a  public  rebuke  from  the  parfon 
*^  in  the  middle  of  the  church*     I  have 
**  heard  of  a  clergyman  in  the  North,  who 
**•  had  occafion  to  rebuke  a.  young  woman 
'  **  for  having  borne  a  child  before  marriage. 
^  The  accomplice  in  her  guilt  had  married 
•*  her  immediately  after  her  recovery ;  but 
•*  this  did  not  abate  the  parfon^s  indigna-- 
^  tion   againft   the  wickednefs  they  had 
**  prevloufly  committed.     Magdalen/*  faid 
he,  with  an  awful  tone  of  voice,  to  the 
woman,  "  you  ftand  before  this  congrega- 
•*  tion  to  be  rebuked  for  the  barbarous  and 
"  unnatural  crime  of  fornication," 

**  The  reverend  clergyman,'*  faid  I,  "  in 
**  all  probability  intended  to  terrify  his  pa- 
**  rilhioners  from  fuch  irregularities;  and 
"  for  this  purpofe  imagined  there  would  be 
"  no  harm  in  putting  them  in  the  moft 
"  odious  point  of  view."    *'  This  is  attend- 

"  ed, 
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**  ed,  however,  by  one  dreadful  confe- 
"  quence/*  replied  the  artift,  "  that  thefe 
"  unhappy  creatures,  to  conceal  a  fault  of 
"  which  fuch  a  horrible  idea  is  given,  and 
"  to  prevent  the  fhame  of  a  public  ex- 
"  pofition  in  the  church,  are  fometimes 
^  tempted  to  commit  a  crime  which  is 
"  in  reality  barbarous,  and  unnatural  in 
"  the  higheft  degree.'* 

"  There  is  nothing,'*  continued  he, 
which  has  a  greater  tendency  to  render 
any  fet  of  people  w^orthlefs,  than  the 
"  idea  that  they  are  already 'confidered  as 
"  fuch.  The  women  all  over  Great  Bri- 
**  tain,  who  live  in  an  open  and  avowed 
**  breach  of  chaftity,  are  generally  more 
•*  daringly  wicked,  and  devoid  of  principle, 
•*  than  the  Italian  women  who  take  the 
**  fame  liberties." 

"  Would  you  then,"  faid  I, "  have  women 
"  of  that  kind  more  refpeded  in  Great  Bri- 
"  tain,  in  hopes  that  it  might,  in  time,  make 
^*  them  more  refpedablef* 

Vol,  L  1 1  «  I  exprefs 
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**  I  exprefs  no  defire  on  the  fubjedl:," 
replied  he.  "  I  was  only  going  to  remark^ 
**  that,  in  avoiding  one  inconveniencyy 
^^  mankind  often  fall  into  another ;  and  that 
*^  we  are  too  apt  to  cenfure  and  ridicule  cuf- 
^^  toms  and  opinions  different  from  thofe 
•*  which  prevsdl  in  our  own  country,  with- 
**  out  having  fufficiently  confidered  all  their 
*'  immediate  and  remote  elfeds.  I  did  not 
*'  intend  to  decide,  whether  the  indulgence 
**  with  which  women  of  a  certain  clafs  are 
"  viewed  in  Italy,  or  the  ignominy  with 
•*  which  they  are  treated  in  Great  Britain, 
**  has,  upon  the  whole,  the  beft  effe£k  in 
"  fociety.  But  I  have  obferved,  that  the 
"  public  courtezans  in  England  often  be- 
**  come  quite  abandoned,  and  forget  all  fenfe 
"  of  gratitude  or  afFedion,  even  to  their 
"  parents.  But  in  Italy,  women  who  never 
"  put  any  value  on  the  virtue  of  chaftity, 
**  thofe  who  fell  their  favours  for  money, 
"  difplay  a  goodnefs  of  charafter  in  other 
"  refpedts,  and  continue  their  duty  and  at- 
*'  tachment  to  their  parents  as  long  as  they 

*'  live. 
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**  live.     Foreigners  who  form  a  connedion 

**  with  a  girl  in  this  country,  find  them- 

**  felves  very  often  obliged  to  maintain  the 

"  father,    mother,    and   whole  family   to 

"  which  flie  belongs.     The  lover  generally 

"  confiders  this  as  a  very  troublefome  cir- 

"  cumftance,  and  endeavours  to  infpire  his 

**  Italian  miftrefs  with  that  total  negledt  of 

*•  her  family,  which  prevails  among  women 
of  her  ftamp  in  other  countries ;  but  he 
very  feldom  fucceeds.   An  Italian  woman 

**  is  unwilling  to  quit  her  native  city  and 

"  her  family,  even  for  a  man  ihe  loves ; 

"  and  feldom  does,  till  he  makes  fome  pro- 

"  vifion  for  her  neareft  relations." 

"  You  feem  to  have  a  very  great  afFec- 
**  tion  for  the  Italian  ladies ;  and,  as  far  as 
**  I  can  perceive,"  faid  I,  "  your  paflion  is 
"  univerfal  to  the  whole  clafs  in  queftion ; 
**  but  you  have  faid  nothing  to  the  effential 
"  article  of  religion.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
**  they  do  not  allow  the  duties  of  their  pro- 
•'  feffion  to  make  them  negle£l  their  fouls." 

L  1  2  "I  fee," 
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"  I  fee,"  replied  the  painter,  **  you  arc 
**  difpofed  to  laugh  at  all  I  have  laid  in 
**  their  favour ;  but  in  anfwer  to  your 
**  queftion,  I  will  fairly  own,  that  their  re- 
"  ligious,  or,  if  you  pleafe,  we  fhall  rather 
call  them  their  fuperftitious,  fentiments, 
feem  to  be  no  way  influenced  by  their 
"  profeffion ;  nor  are  the  duties  of  their 
**  profeffion  in  any  degree  aflfeSed  by  thefe 
**  fentiments.  They  attend  mafs,  and  the 
**  ceremonies  of  devotion,  with  as  much 
**  pundluality.as  if  their  lives  were  regular 
in  all  other  refpedts ;  and  they  pafs  their 
lives,  in  other  refpedls,  as  if  they  had 
"  never  heard  of  any  religious  fyftem  but 
that  of  Epicurus,  In  fome  countries  of 
Europe,  women  of  their  ftamp  often  de- 
fpife  every  appearance  of  decency,  aflumc 
the  difgufting  depravity  of  male  debau- 
"  chees,  with  all  the  airs  of  afFe£ted  in- 
fidelity, and  real  profligacy ;  but  here 
they  always  remember  they  are  women  ; 
'*  and,  after  they  have  loft  the  mofl  valued 
**  and   brightefl   ornament   of  their    fex, 

''  ftiU 
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•*  ftill   endeavour  to   retain  fome  of  the 
«'  others." 

*^  After  all  you  have  faid  in  their  fiivour,** 
faid  I,  "  their  condition  is  certainly  not  to 
**  be  envied*  If,  therefore,  you  have  any 
"  regard  for  your  young  Venus ^  you  will  do 
**  well  to  leave  her  under  the  care  of  her 
*'  mother,  and  never  endeavour  to  introduce 
**  her  into  the  community  whofe  eulogium 
•*  you  have  been  making/' 

When  I  returned  from  the  houfe  of  this 

artift,  I  found  Mn waiting  for  me  at 

our  lodgings.  He  has  of  late  paid  his  court 
very  alfiduoufly  to  a  lady  of  high  rank  in 
this  place :  Ihe  is  diftinguiftied,  even  here, 
for  a  pundkilious  obfervance  of  all  the  cere- 
monies appointed  by  the  church,  and  could 
not  eat  meat  on  a  meagre-day,  or  deviate 
from  the  canonical  regulations  in  any  point 
of  equal  importance,  without  remorfe ;  but 
in  matters  of  gallantry,  fhe  has  the  repu- 
tation of  being  infinitely  more  liberal,  both 

in 


